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St. Mary’s Episcopal Church

May 20, 2021

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

We are writing to share with you some very heartening news. St. Mary’s Reopening Task Force has 
completed its work, vestry has approved the task force’s plan, and we expect to transition back to in-
person worship beginning on Sunday, June 20. This is possible because of the current low positivity rate 
and rising levels of vaccination.

The pandemic has eased but is not over, so safety remains our top priority. Our plans for in-person 
worship are based on our bishops’ recommendations for protecting the health of all parishioners—
especially the most vulnerable and those at greatest risk. For this reason, the first phase of in-person 
worship will be outdoors. Here are the details:

 From Sunday, June 20, and likely through Labor Day, we will celebrate the Service of Holy Eucharist 
at 9 am on the Church Street lawn.

 For those unable to attend, the service will be livestreamed.
 Parishioners will sign up in advance to attend the in-person service.
 Each attendee will bring their own chair.
 Chairs will be spaced six feet apart.
 Instead of using hymnals and prayer books, the service will be printed in a handout.
 Holy Communion will be distributed using sealed communion cups.
 After the service, the church will be open for private prayer only, with ushers seating those who 

wish to enter.
 If the weather looks threatening, we will decide by 6 pm on Saturday whether to cancel the outdoor 

service.
 If the outdoor service must be cancelled, Holy Eucharist will be celebrated inside (with only the 

priest, liturgical ministers and lectors present) and livestreamed.

To avoid inquiring about individuals’ vaccination status, we will observe the “2 of 3 levels of protection” 
rule recommended by our bishops. The three possible precautions are 1) outside, 2) masked, and 3) 
physical distancing. We will practice at least two out of the three at all times. A graphic explaining this is 
at the end of this letter.

Our Zoom worship with Concordia, which we have enjoyed for more than a year, will conclude on 
Sunday, June 13. It has been a pleasure to share this time with them virtually, and many have seen their 
relationships and friendships deepen. Also on June 13, we will end our Thursday recording and our 
Sunday morning YouTube premiering. By Sunday, June 20, our Tech Team will have the training and 
equipment needed to livestream the 9 am service. The 9 am service time was chosen to allow the Tech 
Team and Altar Guild to set up the sound and recording systems, the portable altar, registration tables, 
etc. Please consider volunteering to help with these and other tasks at the service!

Naturally, the COVID positivity rate may affect our plans going forward. If cases rise significantly, we may 
have to shift to livestream-only until they subside again. Conversely, if the COVID situation continues to 
improve over the summer, we may consider gathering inside the church before the Labor Day weekend.  
We appreciate your patience and understanding as we navigate these uncharted waters.
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Our sincere thanks go out to the members of the Reopening Task Force—Megan Sargent Dubois, Sylvia 
Armogida, Randy Brown, Brenda Knickerbocker, Claudia Kuehl, Sue Loalbo, Susan Specht, Ralph Sullivan 
and Jessica Tomic—for their dedication and thoroughness in developing these plans. We also thank the 
Altar Guild, Tech Team, liturgical ministers, lectors and others who have helped with services for many 
months. And, of course, we thank the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson and Concordia Pastors John 
Marschhausen and Douglas Barclay for their vision and their determination to ensure meaningful 
worship under difficult circumstances.

Please watch newsletters and weekly e-news for more details about signing up to attend services, 
volunteering at them and taking part in a special, new outreach mission to help our neighbors as we 
celebrate coming together again!

We can’t wait to see you!

Sincerely,

Mechelle Olortegui            Sarah Tierinni
Senior Warden Junior Warden 

NOTE: To avoid asking each person their vaccination status, 
St. Mary’s will observe this rule for all.


