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Making The Circle Bigger: A Story Of St. Philip’s, Putnam
Article and photos by Maggie Breen, NE Region Missionary
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Where is Maggie?
 12/2—St. Mary’s, Manchester
 12/9—Holy Trinity, Enfield
 12/16—Holy Trinity, Enfield

Rev. Don Parker led the service, with help from Rev. Jane Hale of Trinity Episcopal Church in
Brooklyn and Rev. Tim Hodapp, Canon for Mission Collaboration. The morning started with
several beautiful praise songs and then Rev. Don took a few moments to read to the congregation the words of hope and encouragement from former priests and parishioners that answered his call to share their stories.
The picture above I took towards the end of the service when Rev. Don read the official letter
of transfer naming all the members of St. Philip’s who have unanimously decided to join with
Trinity, Brooklyn. Several members of Trinity, Brooklyn were in attendance, as well as people
who have moved from the general area of Putnam and wanted to chance to say goodbye to
this place.
While there were tears and sadness, and the grief is very real, Rev. Jane expressed her gratitude and hope for their future together as one community. I have been deeply encouraged by
witnessing how this community has reached far outside their walls to make the circle bigger.

 12/23—Trinity, Brooklyn
 12/30—Grace, Broad Brook

Keep reading for more exciting news
from the Region!

Theological Imagination During Advent
Just before I sat to write my letter to you, I
signed up for an email blast each day of Advent through Advent Word, a global advent
calendar. I love getting these little messages
because they provide a small amount of scripture I can ruminate on throughout the day. I
also realized just now that it’s time to dust off
both my advent knitting project and my advent coloring book (talk about an Episco-nerd,
huh?).
I bring these three things up because each
one provides space for my imagination. Do
you remember the last time you used your
imagination? I bet it was not all that long ago.
I love imagining and it’s one of my favorite
ways to pass the time—it’s how I talk to God,
how I fill in those parts of the Bible that are
silent, and it’s how I dream up things to experiment with. I have given myself permission to let my imagination out in full force; I
give her time and space, and I marvel at what
she comes up with.

As we begin to sit with the stories of Advent,
all of the preparation for the Christ-child, can
you let your imagination play? Sit with any
section of the scripture (the Annunciation
story is always a place my imagination has fun
with) and ponder it. Read it to yourself
enough times that the written words are
familiar, and then put it aside and paint the
picture in your mind. Can you see the characters? Can you feel what they must have felt,
or what you imagine they might have felt?
What do you hear, or smell, or see?
The beauty of theological imagination is that
you can’t do it wrong. So go ahead—let your
imagination play.
Maggie Breen
How to reach me: mbreen@episcopalct.org
Connect with the Region on Facebook

“The beauty of theological imagination is that you can’t do it wrong.
So go ahead—let your imagination play.”
Celebrating 60 Years of Community: All Saints’, East Hartford
Eco-Justice Party!

Article and photographs by Ward Edgerton, All Saints’, East Hartford

By Maggie Breen, NE Region Missionary

I had the pleasure of going to the
“Party For The Planet” hosted by
St. John’s, Vernon. This event was
created to raise money for the
Inter-Religious Eco Justice Network
(IREJN) which promotes lots of
programs around eco-justice, sustainability, and advocacy.
The party had a chili theme, with
parishioners bringing homemade
chili and corn bread, along with
desserts, to “chill the planet”.
There were excellent raffle opportunities, in which $565 was raised,

In 1955 the parish of St. John's in E. Hartford decided to form a parochial mission in
the southeast corner of E. Hartford, and on September 21st, 1958 the mission held its
first service in Slye School. After a few years, the parish became a Diocesan Mission.

and all of that money goes to
IREJN.
Currently, St. John’s is involved
with IREJN’s Green Houses of Worship, Green Gardens, Save the
Butterflies, and Earth Prayers initiatives. I encourage you to check
out IREJN and see if anything might
work in your parish!

2

In early 1963 a new church was built on Hills St. In late 1987 All Saints' became an
aided parish. Over the past 6 decades, All Saints' has had many priests, some part time
and some full time. Our current priest, the Rev. Michelle H. Hansen, joined us in
March of 2012.
All Saints' Episcopal Church in E. Hartford held its 60th anniversary celebration on
November 3rd, 2018. At the celebration one of our previous priests, Rev. John Rogers
and his wife Faye, joined us as well as Suffragan Bishop Laura Ahrens. Rev. Michelle
Hansen was assisted by parishioner Patricia King in cutting our anniversary cake.
About 45 people attended the celebration.

Community Giving Gala: St. Peter’s, Hebron
Article and photo by Maggie Breen, NE Region Missionary

One of the joys of being the Northeast Region Missionary is that I
get to go to snazzy
events once in a while;
and St. Peter’s in Hebron hosted a
“Celebration of Community Giving” Gala in
early November, which
certainly fit the bill for
snazzy!
When I first started
going to St. Peter’s,
their parish hall was a
mess of construction
debris, and I don’t really know what the parish hall looked like before construction started. People have told
me how crowded the kitchen was when they were preparing the monthly meals, and
it generally seemed like the old parish hall need some new life. As many of us have
experienced, lots of “sweat-equity” went into putting up the addition, painting, moving debris, and everything else that comes with a big project. Because of all of their
hard work they finished the project sooner than anticipated!
On the evening of the Gala the parish hall was beautifully appointed in all black and
white decorations with flower arrangements, catered food, and the RHAM HS Jazz
Band playing after dinner (they were fantastic!). All of this celebration was designed
to set aside time to honor those folks, both members of St. Peter’s and members of
the larger community of Hebron, who have come together for various events throughout the years: members of other parish communities, non-for-profits in the Windham
Area, and long time friends of Hebron. There was a beautiful moment where Rev.
Ron Kolanowski asked anyone who had any part (large or small) in the creation of the
new parish hall to stand and be honored by the group. It was a lovely expression of
the love the community.
Because the event was on Veteran’s Day, decorated Army Veteran Jason Tinelle, a
native of Hebron, gave a speech about how important community was during his time
overseas. It was interesting to listen to him speak about how community is formed
wherever you find yourself. It’s clear to me that St. Peter’s is cherished in the community of Hebron and that the community of St. Peter’s, in turn, cherishes the large community of Hebron. I love being able to witness these kinds of exchanges where love
meets people where they are in their daily lives. It’s clear that St. Peter’s has big ideas
for how their parish hall can be used by the large community, and I’m delighted to
have the opportunity to see what unfolds.

Hartford Boot Party
By Maggie Breen, NE Region Missionary

A few of the NE Region parishes participated in this event
last year—I hope we can help
again this year!
With your help, the North Central Region of ECCT hopes to
provide around 400 guests
with a New Pair of Waterproof
Winter Gloves, a bar of soap,
deodorant, and hand lotion.
The care packages are to be
made to contain a specific list
of items. Please contact Deacon Bonnie Matthews (email
below) for the specific items.
For your convenience, I am
using my office at St. John’s,
Vernon, as a drop of site for
any packages you might like
to make. If you need to drop
off packages, please contact
me at 860-214-0085.
In addition, ECCT is seeking
volunteers to serve at the Boot
Party from 8:30 am through
1pm. Perhaps you can volunteer some time to clean a
guest’s feet and provide a gentle touch foot massage while
listening to the stories the
guests need to tell. If gentle
touch massage and a listening
heart are not one of your gifts,
we need volunteers to act as
hosts, distribute lunches and
serve as Boot Runners. We
need volunteers for part or all
of the day. Free parking will be
available in the MAT garage on
the day of the Boot Party.
For more information, to volunteer, or to let us know how
many packages you are committing to make, please contact
The Rev Bonnie Matthews,
Deacon, at
bmatthews228@comcast.net
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*For more events and event information, click calendar or events for more details or CLICK HERE to add an event yourself to the ECCT
calendar.
12/01—Holiday Bazaars and Fairs! St. John’s, Vernon (8-2), St. Mary’s, Manchester (9-1), Christ Church, Pomfret (10-2) & St. Peter’s,
Hebron (9-3)
12/02—Christmas Auction at St. George’s, Bolton—5PM
12/02—Advent Lessons & Carols at St. James’, Glastonbury—10AM
12/06 –Northeast Region Leadership Team Meeting at St. John’s, Vernon—6PM-8PM
12/06—ECCT Faithful Futures: Communications—Click here to register
12/07—Men’s Breakfast with folks from Grace, Stafford Springs—Vernon Diner, 6AM
12/07—Balance Class at St. Peter’s, Hebron—9AM
12/08—Hartford Boot Party at the Hartford Armory—8:30AM-1PM
12/08—2nd Annual Chili Dinner at Grace, Stafford Springs—Click here for more info & who to call for reservations
12/08—Lessons & Carols at St. Alban’s, Danielson—4PM
12/12—Brotherhood of St. Andrew Meeting at St. John’s, Vernon—7:30PM
12/14—Balance Class at St. Peter’s, Hebron—9AM
12/14—Holiday Lessons & Carols at St. Mark’s, Storrs—7PM-9PM
12/17—Bible Study & Potluck Supper at Holy Trinity, Enfield—6PM-8PM
12/21—Balance Class at St. Peter’s, Hebron—9AM
12/28—Balance Class at St. Peter’s, Hebron—9AM

Maggie Breen, Northeast Region
Missionary
St. John’s Episcopal Church
523 Hartford Turnpike
Vernon, CT 06066
Phone: 860-214-0085
E-mail: mbreen@episcopalct.org

