
“Three Churches, One Book” 

Initiative Begins this Month 
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When you receive this issue 

of Happenings we will be on 

the verge of celebrating The 

Day of Resurrection and the 

50 days of Easter when we 

proclaim with great joy, 

"Alleluia! Christ is Risen!" 

May the hope of the resur-

rection abide in us, that 

whatever challenges we may 

be facing in our lives may be 

met with the promise of new 

life. May the hope of Christ, 

crucified and risen, call us 

ever more deeply into the 

work of becoming a beloved 

community.   

 

"Becoming a Beloved 

Community" is the title of 

the Episcopal Church's long-

term commitment to racial 

healing, reconciliation and 

justice.  

 

The 78th General Conven-

tion of The Episcopal 

Church (2014) urged the 

whole church to take a ma-

jor stride forward by passing 

Resolution C019 (Establish 

Response to Systemic Injus-

tice). In the visionary docu-

ment that followed, we read, 

“Beloved Community is the 

practical image of the world 

we pray for when we say, 

‘Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.’ We dream of com-

munities where all people 

may experience dignity and 

abundant life, and see them-

selves and others as be-

loved children of God. We 

pray for communities that 

labor so that the flourish-

ing of every person (and all 

creation) is seen as the 

hope of each. Conceived 

this way, Beloved Commu-

nity provides a deeply 

faithful paradigm for trans-

formation, formation, or-

ganizing, advocacy, and 

witness.” 

 

St. Mary's Vestry is com-

mitted to taking this jour-

ney of transformation here 

in our parish community 

and within our wider com-

munity of Manchester. We  

 

(Continued on p. 2) 

 

By Beth Bickley 

Plans are underway for a 

Spring Luncheon to be held 

on Saturday, April 28, in 

Anderson Hall, beginning at 

11 a.m.  Special guests for 

the luncheon will be St. 

Mary's folks who are unable 

to come to church regularly 

or at all. Rides will be pro-

vided for all who need them.  

Guests are encouraged to 

bring a friend or companion, 

if they would like to.   

The luncheon will be a won-

derful opportunity for St. 

Mary's members and friends 

to reconnect and to share 

Spring Luncheon Planned 

stories. 

If you know someone who 

might enjoy attending the 

luncheon,  or if you can 

help with the event, please 

call the church office at 

860-649-4583.   
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believe a first step is for us to take an 

honest look at ourselves, and a look 

around us, to become aware of the injus-

tices of which many of us are unaware. A 

first step in offering ourselves to be trans-

formed by Christ is to come together to 

learn and talk with each other. This is the 

first opportunity we offer. 

 

"Three Churches, One Book"  

 

Three Manchester churches, Emanuel 

Lutheran Church, Concordia Lutheran 

Church and St. Mary's Episcopal Church, 

are teaming up to raise our awareness of 

racism, to learn more about how racism 

affects us and how we can talk about it 

with each other. Together we are offering 

a program titled, “Three Churches, One 

Book.”  

 

The book for this study is a new release 

titled So You Want To Talk About Race, 

by Ijeoma Oluo. Harper's Bazaar, in its 

list, “One of 10 Books to Read in 2018,” 

said, “Read it, then recommend it to eve-

ryone you know." While we do not think 

this will be easy or comfortable, we do 

believe it is urgent for our Christian com-

munities to be voices for racial reconcilia-

tion and forces for dismantling racism. 

This study gives us an opportunity to 

begin this important work by coming 

together for conversation. 

 

The "Three Churches, One Book" pro-

gram is free and open to the public. 

There will be two book groups, one 

during the day and the other in the 

evening. The information about the 

book and the schedule are listed below.   

 

The Book 

 

So You Want To Talk About Race by 

Ijeoma Oluo. Copyright (c) 2018. Availa-

ble from Seal Press, an imprint of Perseus 

“Three Churches, One Book” (Continued from p. 1) 

Books, LLC, a subsidiary of Hachette 

Book Group, Inc. The Library at First 

Church (UCC) West Hartford will have 

eight copies available to borrow. You may 

also purchase the book at your favorite 

bookseller. It is also available to buy and 

download the audio book.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Image from Amazon.com 

 

Project Begins with Film April 25 

 

To kick off this program, “Three Church-

es, One Book,” we will be gathering to 

view a documentary. This witness will 

launch us into the complexity of race 

relations at an earlier time, and set the 

stage for the necessity of this work being 

done by people of faith.  

 

Kick-Off Film Night 

April 25, 2018 

6:30 p.m.—Meal 

7 p.m.—Film and discussion 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

Film: A Time for Burning (1966) 

A Faith Based Documentary on Racial 

Relations 

 

From the original movie description: "In 

the mid-1960s, 1200 White people attend 

Augustana Lutheran Church in Omaha, 

Nebraska. Nearby, ‘Negro’ Lutherans 

worship at Hope Lutheran Church. Rev-

erend Bill Youngdahl, Augustana's pas-

tor, proposes that ten couples visit ten 

‘Negro’ families from Hope. It's a contro-

versial idea; within weeks, Youngdahl 

resigns. The camera observes: Augustana 

parishioners discuss the idea, the social 

ministry committee meets with Hope 

leaders, and Hope youth talk about race 

and religion. Ernie Chambers, a ‘Negro’ 

barber, predicts Youngdahl's failure, and 

Chambers' implacable questions help 

lead Ray Christensen, an Augustana so-

cial ministry member, to a conversion.” 

 

Daytime Book Study Group: 

Thursdays, May 10, 24, 31 

"Brown bag" lunch from 12-1:30 p.m. 

at Emanuel Lutheran Church 

 

Evening Book Study Group: 

Wednesdays, May 2, 9, 16  

Coffee and desert, 7-8:30 p.m. 

at St. Mary's Church 

 

Thank you to St. Mary's Vestry, and to 

the planning team: Laura Hart, Senior 

Warden; Mechelle OlOrtegui, member of 

the Vestry;  Karen Fedorchak, Deacon 

Emeritus; Douglas Barclay, Pastor, Con-

cordia Lutheran Church; and Maria 

Hammons, Interim Pastor, Emanuel Lu-

theran Church. You may reach out to any 

of us for more information. Each of us 

will be participating in these groups and 

assisting in facilitating the discussions.  

 

I pray: may you discover how God might 

be calling you to engage in the work of 

racial reconciliation; may the hope of 

transforming into a beloved community 

speak to your heart's desire this Easter-

tide.   

 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

 

— Ann Lovejoy Johnson 
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Come for Contra Dancing April 7 

 
Fun and Fellowship to Benefit MACC Charities 

Music by Wild Notes 

The music at contra dances consists mainly 

of Irish, New England and Quebecois jigs 

and reels. The music for our dance will be 

performed by the energetic and exuberant 

traditional acoustic group Wild Notes 

(Kasha Breau – keyboards, John Kalinow-

ski -- concertina and accordion, and Mick-

ey Koth -- fiddle, flute, recorder and whis-

tle), and the dance will be called by Jim 

Gregory. If you heard Wild Notes play at 

the Celtic Vespers service on Sunday, 

March 11, you know you are in for a treat! 

Funds to Benefit MACC Charities 

General admission is $12, seniors age 62 

and older and students are $10, and chil-

dren under 12 are free. Light refreshments 

will be available. All proceeds from the 

evening will benefit MACC Charities, 

which was founded in 1973 by 14 local 

churches in Manchester (including St. 

Mary’s)  and Bolton with this simple con-

By Valerie Huestis 

St. Mary's is hosting a contra dance on 

Saturday, April 7, from 7 p.m. to 9:30 

p.m. to benefit MACC Charities.  We in-

vite you, your family and friends to join 

us for an evening of fun and entertain-

ment. 

Beginners Welcome 

A cousin of English country dance and 

American square dance, contra dancing is 

a traditional American social dance that 

dates back to the 1700s. The dances don’t 

require any fancy footwork and are fun 

and easy to learn. There will be a begin-

ners’ workshop at 7 p.m. where the caller 

will teach all the steps needed for the 

dances. The actual dance will start at 7:30 

p.m. Make sure to wear comfortable, cas-

ual clothes and shoes and to dress in lay-

ers.  If you are unable to dance, come for 

an evening of incredible music and fel-

lowship and support a worthy cause. 

viction: When it comes to serving the 

basic unmet needs of our neighbors and 

breaking cycles of poverty in our com-

munity, we are better together.  For 

more information about MACC Chari-

ties, visit their website at macc-ct.org. 

Volunteers Needed 

On the day of the dance we will need 

volunteers to help set up Neill Hall, pro-

vide baked goods, collect admission, 

serve refreshments and clean up after 

the dance.  Please check the display in 

the Narthex for updates and the volun-

teer sign-up sheets. If you have any 

questions or need additional infor-

mation, please contact me at (860) 645-

8293. 

Stewardship Committee Seeks 

Ideas and Members 

By Mechelle Tovar OlOrtegui 

Stewardship is the heart of the church. 

St. Mary’s Stewardship 2018 program needs mem-

bers and ideas. 

We are looking for volunteers to join the 2018 Stew-

ardship Committee. 

Meetings would start later in the summer, but  

themes and ideas are needed now.  

If you have suggestions, ideas or questions about 

the commitment level for committee members, 

please reach out to me or any of the 2017 committee members: Laura Hart, Harry Per-

ry or Beth Bickley.   “Many hands make light work.” 

Office Closed        

Easter Week 

St. Mary’s Church Office will 

be closed April 2 through 6. 

Caring Committee and Fi-

nance Committee meetings 

will be held April 10. On April 

4, at 10 a.m., Morning Prayer 

be offered instead of the cus-

tomary Holy Eucharist. 

Stop by for Coffee 

and Conversation 

Our rector, Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson, has informal “office 

hours” every Friday from 1 to 

3 p.m. at Silk City Coffee, 763 

Main St., Manchester.  Stop 

in for a chat with Ann and 

fellow parishioners! 
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Free McElraevy Concert at St. Mary’s April 28 

St. Mary's Episcopal Church 

Richard J. McElraevy Memorial Concert Series 

Presents 

The Elqui Trio 

a unique  

blend of  

Rich, Rhythmic & Vibrant Sounds  

of Classical and South American music 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 

ST. MARY’S    EPISCOPAL   CHURCH 

41 Park Street, Manchester CT 

860.649.4583 

For more information, please visit: www.stmarysct.org   

This concert is free and open to the public 

A light reception following the concert 

The Elqui Trio, above, will perform their unique blend of music at 

St. Mary’s on Saturday, April 28. 

Celtic Vespers Well-

Attended 

More than 100 people from St. Mary’s and from the wider 

community gathered at St. Mary’s on the evening of Sun-

day, March 11, for a service of Celtic Vespers. 

The quiet service of prayer, music and candlelight is a popu-

lar event offering a spiritual experience that provides a 

sense of peace amid the world’s turmoil. 

Music at Celtic Vespers was provided by the group, Wild 

Oats (shown at left); Alex Nakhimovsky, director of music 

at St. Mary’s; and St. Mary’s choir. 

http://www.stmarysct.org
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Reserve Now for ECW’s May 3 Annual Meeting 
By Jean Kelsey 

Episcopal Church Women’s annual meet-

ing is set for Thursday, May 3, 2018, at 

the Aqua Turf Club in Plantsville, Conn.  

The Rev. Becca Stevens will be the speak-

er.  She is an Episcopal priest, author, 

speaker, social entrepreneur, and founder 

and president of Thistle Farms, an organ-

ization that seeks to “heal, empower and 

employ women survivors of trafficking, 

prostitution, and addiction.”  Rev. Ste-

vens will bring products that are made 

the Thistle Farm by women who were 

freed from trafficking and needed job 

training in order to return to normal liv-

ing. 

All are invited to attend the meeting. Sign

-up sheets are located on the bulletin 

boards in the church.  

Reservations are $20. Meal choices are  

pan-seared salmon with mustard, honey 

and ginger glaze; chicken valdestone 

(chicken breast lightly breaded and sau-

téed, topped with mozzarella and a Mar-

sala demiglace; and a vegetarian option, 

vegetable lasagna. 

Payment is due no later than Mon-

day, April 9, 2018.  Checks may be 

dropped off with Sandy in the church 

office.  For directions or other questions, 

please contact me at (860) 643-5718. 

Here Comes May Fair! Please Pitch in! 

By Sarah Tierinni and Valerie Huestis 

St. Mary’s annual May Fair will be held on 

Saturday, May 12, from 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m. We are currently accepting donations 

of clean, gently used items (no damage or 

stains, in working condition, etc.) for the 

fair, and items may be left on the table in the 

basement hallway leading to the Music 

Room. Please do not bring in air condition-

ers, televisions, computer monitors, large 

furniture, clothing, encyclopedias, car seats 

or larger appliances. 

Our weekly pricing sessions have been re-

scheduled to Thursday afternoons 

(excluding Holy Week) from 1 to 3 p.m. This 

year we are again planning to have two Sat-

urday morning collection, pick-up and pric-

ing events—the first on April 7 and the sec-

ond on April 21—both from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

The doors will be open to collect donations 

for the fair, and you are invited to come and 

help price items and enjoy some fellowship. 

If you have items that you would like to do-

nate but you can’t get them to the church, 

please call Valerie at 860-645-8293 to make 

arrangements to have your packed donation 

boxes picked up on those mornings. Please 

join us as we price the donated items under 

the direction of Jane Perrin. No prior expe-

rience is necessary.  

The May Fair is a parish-wide fundraising 

event and requires the time and effort of 

many volunteers. We are asking everyone to 

mark their calendars and note the following 

volunteer opportunities: 

 Saturday, May 5, at 9 a.m. - 1) set up 

the tables and shelving units in Neill 

Hall for the tag sale, 2) remove the 

upholstered furniture and wood tables 

from the Guild Room, and 3) clear out 

the Sunday School classrooms and set 

up tables and chairs for the luncheon. 

 Sunday, May 6, after the 10 a.m. ser-

vice - move boxes plus other miscella-

neous fair items from the storage 

rooms to Neill Hall.  

 Monday, May 7, through Friday, May 

11 - unpack the boxes in Neill Hall and 

organize the tag sale items. 

 Monday, May 7 through Friday, May 1 – 

set up tables in the Guild Room for 

baked goods and crafts, set up the tent 

for the plant booth, prepare food for the 

luncheon, etc. (Days and exact times are 

TBD). 

 Saturday, May 12, early a.m. – set up 

tables outside and move boxes of books, 

set up the grill area, move the plants and 

take-a-chance items outside, etc. 

 Saturday May 12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. – 

help at the various booths or food ven-

ues at the fair 

In the coming weeks, there will be a display 

in the Narthex with information updates on 

the fair and volunteer sign-up sheets as well 

as announcements in the Sunday bulletins. 

We are asking everyone to support this fund-

raising event by helping out for an hour or 

two on the day of the fair. If you have any 

suggestions or questions, please contact co-

chairs Valerie Huestis at (860) 645-8293 or 

Sarah Tierinni at (860) 922-5849.  

The Rev. Becca Stevens 

Photo credit: Heidi Ross 
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Three Churches Unite for Holy Week Observances 

Concordia Lutheran Church, Emanuel Lu-

theran Church and St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church are collaborating to offer numerous 

services marking Holy Week, the most im-

portant days of the Christian year. All ser-

vices and observances are open to the public. 

Holy Week services are: 

Sunday, March 25 – Palm Sunday ser-

vices 

10 a.m., Concordia Lutheran Church 

8:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., Emanuel Luther-

an Church 

7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m., plus Sung Compline 

at 7 p.m., St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 

March 26, 27 and 28 

9:15 a.m., Morning Prayer, St. Mary’s Epis-

copal Church 

7 p.m., Evening Prayer, St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church 

Thursday, March 29 – Maundy 

Thursday service, with foot-washing, 

Holy Communion and stripping of 

the altar 

7:30 p.m., Emanuel Lutheran Church 

 

 

Friday, March 30 – Good Friday Lit-

urgy 

7:30 p.m., St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

 

Saturday, March 31 – Holy Saturday/

the Easter Vigil 

9:15 a.m., brief liturgy, St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church 

7:30 p.m., The Great Vigil of Easter service 

marking the beginning of the Feast of the 

Resurrection, with the kindling of the new 

fire, lighting of the Paschal candle, scripture 

readings and celebration of the first Eucha-

rist of Easter. At Concordia Lutheran 

Church. 

 

Sunday, April 1 – Easter services 

10 a.m., Concordia Lutheran Church 

8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m., Emanuel Lutheran 

Church 

7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m., St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church 

 

Church Locations—All Manchester, CT 

Concordia Lutheran Church -- 40 Pitkin 

Street 

Emanuel Lutheran Church -- 60 Church 

Street 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church -- 41 Park Street 

News and Notes 

“Grubby Sunday” 

Sunday, April 22, is “Grubby Sunday” at St. 

Mary’s. Wear your jeans to church, bring 

your tools, and stay for a while to do some 

outside work and other spring cleaning. 

Projects will be ready to go! 

Regional Missionary Visit 

Maggie Breen, the Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut’s regional missionary for our 

area, will join us for worship on Sunday, 

April 22. On May 27, she will make an 

“official” visit when she’ll preach and lead 

a discussion.  

Monthly Webinars Offered 

Province I of the Episcopal Church offers an 

online monthly discussion series on Explor-

ing Multicultural Awareness and Nurturing 

Cultural Competency.” Talks are live on the 

third Tuesday of each month, and all are 

archived for later viewing. See http://

province1.org for more information. 

Undie Sunday 

St. Mary’s, Concordia and Emanuel Church-

es designated the first Sunday in March as 

Undie Sunday, collecting underwear, socks, 

etc., for donation to MACC and to the Fami-

ly Resource Center at Bennet Academy. 

Below, some of the items St. Mary’s parish-

ioners donated. Thanks! 
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Farewell to a Longtime Parishioner 

On Sunday, March 4, we gathered to say a fond farewell to Margaret Dwyer. Margaret and her husband, Bill, were members of St. 

Mary’s for more than 60 years. Margaret is moving to North Carolina to be close to her family. We will miss her! 

 

Donate Altar Flowers 

Flower memorials are a wonderful way to 

remember those who are no longer with 

us.  A monetary donation of any amount 

($20 to start is a suggestion) will allow the 

altar guild flower arranger to order cut 

flowers from the florist and arrange them 

in vases for the altar for Sunday services.   

Easter Flower envelopes are located 

in the Narthex. 

 

 

 

Please consider donating to the Altar 

Guild Chancel Flower Fund, which pro-

vides flowers for the altar, as well as altar 

bread and wine, candles, linens, and 

more.   

For more information about altar flowers 

or the work of the altar guild, contact 

Jean Kelsey at (860) 643-5718. 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE SEE MEMORIAL 

FLOWER FUND                

DONATION FORM ON 

PAGE 8. 

Top row: Andrea Burr, at left, 

speaks of what Margaret has 

meant to her and St. Mary’s; 

Margaret with son David; 

Deacon Emeritus Karen Fe-

dorchak says a warm good-

bye. 

Bottom row: Some of the 

crowd that turned out to say 

farewell to Margaret. The 

farewell cake. 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

8:45  a.m. Adult Forum 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Christian Formation classes 

 

Tuesdays    

7 p.m. Evening Prayer  

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer* 

 

The second Sunday of each month** is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 10 a.m. 

service. The youth of the church take a special part in the service. 

 

*Exception: On April 4, the Wed. 10 a.m. service will be Morning Prayer. 

 

**Exception: In April, Family Worship will be the third Sunday, which is April 

15. Children will have music class on April 8, then sing at the April 15 service. 

 

 

Please complete and return this form to St. 

Mary’s, along with your donation. 

DONATION FORM FOR MEMORIAL FLOWERS 

 

Enclosed is a special gift to help decorate the church on 

Easter or Christmas. Please remember the following per-

son(s) in the prayers. 

 

Christmas $__________     Easter $__________ 

 

Person(s) to be remembered: 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

Given by: 

_______________________________________  

 

 

Use AmazonSmile every day because every bit counts to help sup-

port the missions at St. Mary’s 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% 

of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 

OR  

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Instructions to set up St. Mary’s as your AmazonSmile charity are in 

the Narthex 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Parish Register Updates 

Burials: 

Ernest J. Leemon – March 9, 2018 

For Holy Week and 

Easter services, see 

p. 6. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

