
Churches Combine for 
Holy Week Services 
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St. Mary’s is once again collabo-

rating with Concordia Lutheran 

Church and Emanuel Lutheran 

Church to offer numerous ser-

vices during Holy Week, the 

most important days of the 

Christian year. All services and 

observances are open to mem-

bers of all the churches and to 

the public. 

Holy Week services are: 

Sunday, April 14 – Palm 

Sunday services 

7:30 am and 9 am, St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Church 

10 am, Concordia Lutheran 

Church 

8:45 am and 10:30 am, Emanu-

el Lutheran Church 

+++ 

Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday, April 15, 16 

and 17 

9:15 a.m., Morning Prayer, at 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

7 p.m., Evening Prayer, at St. 

Mary’s Episcopal Church 

+++ 

Thursday, April 18 – Maun-

dy Thursday service, with 

foot-washing, Holy Com-

munion and stripping of 

the altar 

7:30 pm, at Emanuel Lutheran 

Church 

+++ 

Friday, April 19 – Good 

Friday Liturgy 

7:30 pm, at Concordia Lutheran 

Church  

+++ 

Saturday, April 20 – Holy 

Saturday/the Easter Vigil 

7:30 p.m., The Great Vigil of 

Easter service marking the be-

ginning of the Feast of the Res-

urrection, with the kindling of 

the new fire, lighting of the 

Paschal candle, scripture read-

ings and celebration of the 

first Eucharist of Easter, at St. 

Mary’s Episcopal Church  

+++ 

Sunday, April 21 – Easter 

services 

7:30 am and 9 am, St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Church 

10 am, Concordia Lutheran 

Church 

8:45 am and 10:45 am, Eman-

uel Lutheran Church 

 

Church Locations 

Concordia Lutheran Church -- 

40 Pitkin Street, Manchester, 

860.649.5311 

Emanuel Lutheran Church -- 

60 Church Street, Manchester, 

860.643.1193 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church -- 

41 Park Street, Manchester, 

860.649.4583 

Easter is Sunday, April 21 
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By Sarah Tierinni 

St. Mary’s annual “Wall out Hunger” 

campaign, which began on Ash 

Wednesday, March 6, continues 

through Palm Sunday, April 14. We 

are collecting nonperishable food 

items, toiletries, personal hygiene 

products, cleaning supplies, paper 

goods, etc. to build an actual wall in 

the Baptistery for the entire Lenten 

season.  

This year we are supporting both the 

MACC Food Pantry and Bennet’s Fam-

“Wall out Hunger” Continues until Palm 

Sunday  

More Conversations with our Lutheran 

Friends 

Members of St. Mary’s 

vestry and Concordia 

Lutheran Church’s 

council, along with 

clergy from both 

churches, met for din-

ner and conversation 

on Wednesday even-

ing, Feb. 27, at St. 

Mary’s. 

The group shared a 

meal (thank you, Dot-

tie Cannon of Brown 

Sugar Catering) and 

talked about each 

church’s experiences 

and the potential for 

expanding collabora-

tion and partnerships.

   

ily Resource Center. We are hoping to 

collect enough personal care items 

(deodorants, shampoo, body wash, 

soap, feminine hygiene products) to 

give to both the pantry and to the 5th 

and 6th graders at Bennet. These 

items will be located in the Family Re-

source Center and handed out to par-

ents, social workers and teachers as 

needed. All other nonperishable food 

items, paper products, cleaning prod-

ucts, diapers, etc., will be delivered to 

MACC on Palm Sunday after the 9 am 

service to help support the more than 

1,200 people who shop monthly.  

Now and through Palm Sunday,  

please bring your donations and place 

them on the wall. The people of St. 

Mary’s have given generously in the 

past. Please help us to build an even 

larger wall this year to “wall out hun-

ger” and support families in need in 

our Manchester community. 
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Reflections from the Rector 

Listening with Our Hearts 

hearing from me, we are hearing from one 

another. For each homily, I am offering a 

question to invite us to share our stories 

with one another. This Lenten parish 

“experiment” feels just right for us at this 

time, giving us an opportunity to come 

together. As we are discovering, our calling 

to adapt is also a calling to come together.  

Sharing can be very difficult. At times, we 

do not want to share; we would rather keep 

to ourselves, have our quiet time in church, 

and leave as quietly as we came. Perhaps 

you are not used to talking about yourself, 

or talking about how you experience God 

in your life.  It can be hard to listen with an 

open heart, simply listen and not to answer 

back or compare our experiences. This “try 

on” is one small opportunity to deepen our 

relationships and to practice the heart lis-

tening that reflects the love God has for us.  

 

 

By the Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson 

Relationships! Relationships! Relation-

ships! This is where God is at work in the 

world, right in the midst of our relation-

ships with one another. During Lent, we 

are highlighting how God moves in our 

relationships, how God invites us to re-

turn to God when we make a mess of 

things. We began with a powerful mes-

sage on Ash Wednesday to enter the sea-

son with a commitment to our healing 

and allowing God to work in and through 

our relationships.  

Each Sunday in Lent, I am inviting us to 

“try on” a Sharing Homily. Instead of 

One question was, “Share a story of 

when you had an "ah-ha" moment of 

recognizing God gave you exactly what 

you needed.”  

While uncomfortable, I know God is 

with us as we stretch ourselves, perhaps 

in ways we might not seek out or even 

desire. It helps me to remember that 

God’s vision of us is very different from 

our own. May our journey through Lent 

shine new light upon our vision and our 

relationships.  

Faithfully yours, 

  Ann 

Preparations for Lent 

On Sunday, March 3,  the last Sunday before Lent, we gathered to prepare for the Lenten season. We “buried the alleluia” in the form of a banner 

church school children had made, because “alleluia” is not used in our liturgy again until Easter. Then, palms from last year’s Palm Sunday were 

burned to create the ashes for Ash Wednesday.    
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By Valerie Huestis 

Last year the vestry approved a recom-

mendation that we discontinue our an-

nual May Fair, primarily due to the di-

minishing number and increasing age of 

fair volunteers and the exhaustive effort 

required to hold the event. However, a 

proposal for a dramatically re-imagined 

May Fair that reduces the required time 

and effort from volunteers was submit-

ted to the vestry in February. The pro-

posal was reviewed by the Sustainability 

Committee, which recommended sever-

al changes, and approved by the vestry 

in mid-March.  The end result: St. 

Mary’s will be holding a re-imagined 

May Fair from 8 am to noon on Satur-

day, May 11.  

When Items May Be 

Dropped off 

To ease the time and effort needed to 

prepare for the fair, donations may be 

dropped off directly in Neill Hall during 

the following shortened timeframe: 

Saturday, April 27 and Sunday, April 28 

– 8 am to noon – a) treasures, e.g. col-

lectibles, silver, antiques, etc., b) jewelry 

and c) potential items for ebay 

Saturday, May 4 at noon through Thurs-

day, May 9 at 8 pm – all donations in-

cluding additional treasures and jewelry 

(See the May Fair schedule on back of calen-

dar page for exact dates and times.) 

Acceptable/Unacceptable 

Donations 

All donations must be clean/washed, in 

gently used condition, i.e. no damage, 

tears/holes/stains, excessive wear/

usage, etc., and fully operational with no 

missing parts. 

We cannot accept: 

 car seats, cribs and any infant/

“Re-imagined” May Fair Coming May 11! 
children items that do not meet 

current safety standards  

 large furniture, air conditioners and 

large obsolete appliances, e.g. old 

microwave ovens, etc. 

 computer equipment and printers 

 encyclopedias, textbooks, Reader’s 

Digest, National Geographic maga-

zines and outdated computer 

books/software 

 non-flat-screen televisions 

 large suitcases 

 VHS and cassette tapes 

 bedding (sheets, pillowcases, blan-

kets, etc.) unless very good/like new 

condition 

 clothes and shoes 

Please Plan to Volunteer 

The May Fair is a parish-wide fundrais-

ing and fellowship event that requires 

the time and effort of many volunteers. 

We are asking everyone to mark their 

calendars and note the following volun-

teer opportunities: 

Saturday, May 4, 8 am to noon – 

set up tables and shelving units in Neill 

Hall plus move boxes and other miscel-

laneous items from the Music Room to 

Neill Hall 

Saturday, May 4, noon to 4 pm – 

accept, organize and price donated 

items 

Sunday, May 5 through Thursday, 

May 9, 8 am to 4 pm – accept, organ-

ize and price donated items  

Tuesday, May 7 and Thursday, May 

9, 6 pm to 8 pm – accept, organize and 

price donated items 

Friday, May 10, 8 am to 4 pm – 

complete organizing and pricing donat-

ed items 

Saturday, May 11, 8 am to noon – 

help at the fair 

How You Can Sign up 

There will be a display in the Narthex with 

information updates on the fair and vol-

unteer sign-up sheets as well as an-

nouncements in the Sunday bulletins. 

Also watch for additional information in 

the May edition of Happenings. We are 

asking everyone to support this fundrais-

ing and fellowship event by helping out 

during the week-long preparation period 

and/or on the day of the fair. If you have 

any questions, please contact co-

chairpersons Valerie Huestis at (860) 645

-8293, Laural Workman at (860) 798-

6445 or Sylvia Armogida at (860) 786-

2163.  

Vestry Celebrates Return 

of May Fair 

Speaking on behalf of the entire vestry, 

Senior Warden Mechelle Olortegui said: 

“Last June when the May Fair Commit-

tee decided to end the fair, we were sad-

dened because we knew the impact it had 

on parishioners and it was an event that 

the community looked forward to. We 

understood and respected the reasons 

why the committee decided to end the 

fair after 20+ years of it at St. Mary's. At 

that time, we as the vestry could only 

accept their recommendation with deep 

appreciation for the years of commit-

ment and hard work. However, we are 

very happy and excited by the efforts of 

Valerie and others who have brought 

back to life a re-imagined May Fair for 

2019. May Fair has had a long history for 

our parishioners and our community, 

and this re-imagined version seems like a 

more sustainable approach to May Fair 

for all to enjoy.”    
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To keep everyone up to date on St. Mary’s financial picture and vestry activities, vestry plans to provide a brief 

update in each issue of Happenings. If you have questions or comments, feel free to talk with any vestry member. 

News from Your Vestry 

DOLLARS AND SENSE 

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Results for January were positive. While both income (some pledges are paid at the beginning of the year, some are paid at the begin-
ning of a quarter, and there was a transfer of an unrestricted donation to miscellaneous income) and expenses (there were three pay 
periods and we paid our diocesan common ministry obligation) were high, the net result was a surplus.  

February saw a sharp decline in income and despite a decline in expenses (there were two pay periods and the diocesan obligation 
was not paid), the net result was a deficit.   

Year-to-date, the operating budget is running a deficit of just over $4,000. 

  Prior Month-
January 

Current 
Month-
February 

Year-to-Date 

(2 months, 
16.6% of the 
year) 

2019 Budget Year-to-Date 
% of Budget 

Total Income $42,477 $21,058 $63,535 $306,840 20.7% 

Total Expens-
es 

$38,241 $29,333 $67,573 $378,055 17.9% 

Net Gain 
(Loss) 

$4,236 ($8,274) ($4,038) ($71,215) 5.7% 

By Mechelle Olortegui, senior warden; 

and Sarah Tierinni, Junior Warden 

Your St. Mary's Vestry has hit the ground 

running since the newly elected member-

ship was formed back in January. 

With the financial challenges mounting, 

the vestry has dedicated itself to deepen-

ing parish relationships, expanding the 

leadership roles (i.e. the creation of the 

Sustainability Team) and exploring the 

various options St. Mary's has moving 

forward. 

This has included a March vestry retreat 

day where members of St. John's Vernon 

shared their story, a fruitful discussion 

with Concordia Lutheran's Council, a 

time of listening with Tim Hodapp, EC-

CT's Canon for Mission Collaboration 

and—looking forward in April—a conver-

sation with Pastor Erik Karas from Christ 

Trinity Church in Sheffield, Massachu-

setts.  

 All of these conversations and others are 

helping us to contemplate St. Mary’s lega-

cy and its future and guide us in the di-

rection God is calling St. Mary's in this 

challenging time. 

 

VESTRY IS BUSY LISTENING AND LEARNING 
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Paul Bisaccia 

20th Anniversary! 

McElraevy Concert Is May 18 

St. Mary’s Sends Love to 

Little Carolyn and Family 
In early March, Carolyn Mello, the 4-year-old daughter of parishion-

ers Alejandra and Dylan Mello, was seriously burned in a household 

accident. Since then, Carolyn has been a patient at Shriners Hospitals 

for Children—Boston receiving treatment. We have all prayed for the 

family and sent messages of love and support. Peace by Piece Quilters, 

Creative Caring Hands and Linus Project sewers sent several hand-

crafted items to comfort Carolyn, her family and other children at the 

hospital. We all wish Carolyn a speedy recovery! 

 

 

 

 

 

The 20th Anniversary of the Richard 

J. McElraevy Concert Series will be 

celebrated on Saturday, May 18, 2019 

at 7 pm at St. Mary’s. 

 

Our guest performer will be the na-

tionally acclaimed pianist Paul Bisac-

cia performing an all-Gershwin pro-

gram on our Steinway grand. 

 

The concert is free and open to the 

public, thanks to the longstanding 

support of the McElraevy family. 

 

Bisaccia is known for his virtuoso 

performances as well as his entertain-

ing stories, which delight his audienc-

es and his devoted television fans. 

His vast repertoire includes the great 

piano classics as well as the solo pi-

ano music of George Gershwin. He 

was the first artist to record the com-

plete solo piano music of Gershwin, 

and his PBS television special, Gersh-

win by Bisaccia, has been broadcast 

throughout the U.S. and seen by mil-

lions. The program was also dubbed into 

Mandarin Chinese for broadcast in Asia. 

The American Record Guide says, “For 

Gershwin interpretations Bisaccia wins 

hands down.” Michael Feinstein calls 

Paul Bisaccia and the Great American 

Piano, his second television show for 

PBS, “imaginative, fun, well-played and 

totally satisfying.” His third television 

show, Chopin by Bisaccia, has been in-

cluded in his newest DVD release, Bisac-

cia on Television! 

 

At this concert, there will be a screen on 

which the audience will be able to see a 

live close-up of the pianist’s hands.   

 

Please join us for this gala celebration of 

this very special concert series, which 

has brought outstanding musicians to St. 

Mary’s for so many years. 

 

Start spreading the word, and circle the 

date now on your calendar! 

Above, the Mello family in a photo taken several months 

ago. From left, Alejandra, Carolyn, Dylan and Violette. 

At left, the quilt Peace by Piece made for Carolyn was 

blessed during services on March 10.  
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St. Mary’s Touches Our Community 
By Sarah Tierinni 

[Editor’s note: St. Mary’s parishioners 

will be interested in this overview of the 

many ways we’ve reached out to be 

Christ’s hands in the community.] 

Undie Sunday 

Our second annual Undie Sunday, on 

March 3, was a fantastic success. Baskets 

overflowed from the steps in the sanctuary 

(photo below). Even some Manchester 

residents became aware of the outreach 

through signage and advertising and 

dropped donations in the office. The items 

will be donated to MACC and Bennet after 

Palm Sunday, along with Wall out Hunger 

donations. 

Scarves for Anyone in Need 

Rite 13 (youth group made up of 5th– to 

8th-graders) has wrapped up their winter 

service project of making fleece scarves 

and hanging them on the clothesline in 

front of the church parking lot. They cre-

ated more than 35 scarves in the month of 

January, and they were all taken by the 

community members passing by! These 

seven students were truly being the hands 

of Christ and wrapping our neighbors in 

warmth and love!  

Wall out Hunger 

Our tenth year of Wall out Hunger began 

on Ash Wednesday and will continue until 

Palm Sunday, April 14. Donations of non-

perishable food items, toiletries, cleaning 

products, paper products and personal 

hygiene products are all needed and will 

benefit MACC and Bennet Academy.  

Tutu Desk Campaign 

Tutu Desk Campaign: Rite 13 has decided 

to take on a service project discovered 

during our February parish discussion on 

racial reconciliation. This project is sup-

ported by the Absalom Jones Episcopal 

Center for Racial Healing and was created 

by Archbishop Desmond Tutu to provide 

20 million desks to 20 million learners in 

African countries by 2025. The wardens 

have given approval to the group under 

the leadership of James Tierinni and Ka-

ren Armogida. The group plans on an-

nouncing their project on March 31 at the 

joint service (something they thought of 

themselves!) and will create a Money 

Board with envelopes in different incre-

ments ranging from $1.00 to $20.00. Pa-

rishioners can choose an amount to place 

in the envelope and drop in the box. Their 

‘base goal’ is $80 with a ‘reach goal’ of 

$200. Each desk in the Tutu Campaign 

costs $20. This project will run through 

April, including Palm Sunday and Easter 

Sunday.  You can find more about the 

project at tutudesk.org, and the youth 

group will create posters to place around 

the church to educate parishioners about 

the campaign.  

Clean up the Neighborhood Day 

On April 28th (the Sunday after Earth 

Day) Godly Play and Rite 13 students will 

sponsor a “clean up the neighborhood” 

day.  After the 9 am service, we will en-

courage the parish to stay after and help 

walk the neighborhood picking up litter. 

We will have some bags, pick-up sticks 

and gloves or parishioners can bring 

their own. There also will be an option to 

stay on the church property to do a yard 

clean up. 

Some of the “Undie Sunday” donations 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule  

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist (except on the fifth Sunday of any month, when we have 

a single, 9 am service)  

 

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music) 

Christian Formation classes following the 9 am service 

 

Tuesdays 

7 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Wednesdays  

10 am Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 9 a.m. 

service. The youth of the church take a special role in the service. 

In any month with a fifth Sunday, We have a single, combined service at 9 am. 

 

 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation do-

nates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR 

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olortegui for details 

860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Sharing our stories on the First Sunday 

in Lent (See “Listening with our Hearts,” p.3) 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

