
Communion To-Go 
Begins Easter Sunday 
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By Beth Bickley and Mary 

Covello 

April 4, Easter Sunday, will 

be the first Sunday that St. 

Mary’s, like some other Epis-

copal churches, will offer 

Communion To-Go. 

What is Commun-
ion To-Go? 

Communion To-Go is a distri-

bution of consecrated and 

blessed prepackaged and 

sealed cups of grape juice and 

communion wafers that make 

it possible for our parishion-

ers to receive communion in a 

COVID-safe manner. We are 

offering this service, which 

has been successful at other 

Connecticut Episcopal 

churches, as another way to 

stay connected with our 

church family. 

How does it work? 

Communion cups will be of-

fered after the 7:30 am spir-

itual communion service on 

Sunday mornings. To allow 

you enough time to drive over 

to St. Mary’s after viewing the 

7:30 service, Eucharistic Min-

isters will be distributing the 

cups in the Park St. parking 

lot starting at 8:45 am and 

finishing up at 9:15 am. 

 

Simply drive into the Park 

St. parking lot at the east 

entrance, where the sign 

says “Enter.” Near the right 

front corner of the Williams 

building, there will be a 

table with two masked and 

gloved Eucharistic Minis-

ters.  

 

Please wear a mask when 

you drive up to the table. 

Open the driver’s side win-

dow and reach out, cupping 

your hands. The Eucharis-

tic Minister will place in 

your hands the appropriate 

number of cups for you and 

any passengers. You will 

also be given a prayer sheet 

and napkins. Please drive 

around the back of the Wil-

liams building and park in 

the parking lot so that you 

may read the prayer and 

consume communion.   

Please be cautious when 

opening the cup of grape 

juice. Hold it over the nap-

kin and pull the peel-off tab 

slowly, working side-to-side 

until you can sip from the 

cup.  

After you have prayed and 

consumed communion, 

please leave St. Mary’s 

parking lot from the west 

exit where there will be a 

receptacle to deposit com-

munion cups and wrappers 

as you drive out. Please do 

not leave with unconsumed 

cups. 

When does it 

start? 

Communion To-Go will 

start Easter Sunday and 

will be offered all subse-

quent Sundays until reo-

pening.  Severe weather will 

cancel. If you have any 

questions, please call the 

church office at 860-649-

4583. 
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Financial Summary 

February 2021 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes 
• The 2021 operating budget—summarized in the table above—was approved by the Vestry and presented at the Annual Meeting. 

• As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2021 operating budget included the following: 

 On the income side: 

 $180,568 in pledge income, a reduction from the 2020 actual of $212,418. 

 $26,400 in building use, which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street but no rental income from 

Iglesias due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 No income from parish functions due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 On the expense side: 

 The second year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020, 90% in 

2021 and 85% in 2022) for medical and dental insurance.  

February Income 
• Total income was $63,585, a significant increase over January.  

 In February we received a second Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan for $44,960. This loan will be used to cover payroll and 

payroll-related expenses and utility expenses.  

 Pledge income declined from January. There were four Sundays in February vs. five Sundays in January; and, most likely, there 

were no or few full-year or quarterly pledge payments made in February. 

 We received rental income for 33 Park Street.  

• If not for the PPP loan, income would have been $18,625.  

February Expenses 
• Expenses were higher in February, due to increases over January in the categories of utilities, office expenses and service contracts.  

Net-Surplus/Loss 
• For the month of February, there was a surplus of $30,031.  

• Year-to-date, there is a cumulative surplus of $29,274.  

• Both of these surpluses are attributable to the PPP loan. If we had not received the PPP loan, there would have been a loss of $14,929 for 

the month of February and the cumulative loss would be $15,686.    

  Previous 
Month—
January 

Current 
Month– 

February 

YTD, 2 
months, 
16.7% of 
the year 

2021     
Budget 

YTD % of Budget 

Total Income $28,165 $63,585 $91,750 $229,996 39.9% 

Pledge Income $24,043 $14,879 $38,922 $180,568 21.6% 

Total Expenses $28,922 $33,554 $62,476 $358,531 17.4% 

Net Surplus (Loss) ($757) $30,031 $29,274 ($128,535) -22.8% 
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Parishioners Share Thoughts 

at Listening Session 

More than 30 members of St. Mary’s came 

together for a listening session held March 

21 at 11 am on Zoom. The session was a 

follow-up to a Feb. 21 one focused on re-

sults of the Church Assessment Tool (CAT) 

survey completed late last year. 

Several themes emerged as members of-

fered heartfelt comments. Many people 

mentioned how much they miss receiving 

communion. Several said they are looking 

forward to Communion To-Go, which will 

be helpful until we can return to church, 

and outdoor services, as weather warms.  

Another common theme was how much 

parishioners miss seeing one another. Just 

seeing others on the computer screen dur-

ing the session gave them happiness after 

so much time apart.  

Participants frequently mentioned how 

they look forward to being inside St. 

Mary’s when it’s safe to gather again. One 

suggested allowing a few people in when 

the service is being recorded on Thursday 

What’s Going on with St. 

Mary’s Mission Statement? 

mornings. People feel strong emotional 

ties to the music, the liturgy and even the 

building that have been so much a part of 

their lives for so long. 

Participants said they would like to reach 

out to those who have “drifted away” from 

St. Mary’s to better understand their rea-

sons and to show them that their faith 

community cares about them. They would 

also like to reach out to homebound mem-

bers. Several volunteered to do this. 

A number of people suggested community 

outreach efforts St. Mary’s could pursue, 

including expanding services to Manches-

ter students, the handicapped and the 

elderly. 

People are understandably concerned 

about what the future may hold for St. 

Mary’s. They understand the significant 

financial and demographic challenges the 

church faces and recognize that signifi-

cant changes lie ahead. They would like 

vestry to communicate with the parish 

regularly to update members on what op-

tions vestry is looking at and when deci-

sions are likely to be made. They would like 

the opportunity to share their thoughts as 

matters unfold. We were reminded that we 

need to respect the diversity of thought in 

our congregation. 

Rev. Ann noted that leadership has planned 

another listening session for just that pur-

pose. It will be held on Sunday, April 25, 

at 11 am on Zoom. It will include a 

presentation on the options leadership is 

exploring, and it will include time for com-

ments and questions. Please watch the 

weekly e-newsletter for more information 

and the Zoom link. 

In the meantime, the options under consid-

eration right now can be found on p. 5 of 

this issue of Happenings. 

fully considered mission statement may 

help us to identify what’s important. 

Without a clear idea of our priorities at St. 

Mary’s, the vestry is faced with stretching 

resources to meet overwhelming and di-

vergent demands. 

We would love your input. Keep the mis-

sion statement the same? A suggestion of 

a new mission statement, “Rooted in 

Christ, Serving Our Neighbors,” was given 

in a recent e-poll, but response was lim-

ited. 

Please email me with your thoughts on 

the proposed mission statement or other 

ideas you may have for what it should 

include. I’m at mary.covello@gmail.com. 

Thanks.  

New Book Study         

Begins in April 

St. Mary’s parishioner and gifted lay 

preacher Mary Covello will lead a six-

week book discussion on Presiding Bishop 

Michael Curry’s book, Love Is the Way: 

Holding onto Hope in Troubled Times. 

Meetings will be held on Zoom on six Sun-

days at 1 pm beginning on April 11. 

Interested in taking part in this series? 

Just email Mary at 

mary.covello@gmail.com. 

By Mary Covello 

Mission statements force a church to 

identify its essential focus. Years ago, St. 

Mary’s developed its wonderful mission 

statement, “God Cooks. We share the 

feast.”  This statement is featured in our 

official communications and website. At 

that time, it truly represented the social 

activity and generous hospitality that 

went on at St. Mary’s Church. 

At a recent vestry meeting I brought up 

that this statement may not truly reflect 

our church now as we have weathered a 

global pandemic and experienced signifi-

cant attrition in membership.  We at the 

vestry face very difficult decisions ahead 

in downsizing our presence based on 

harsh financial realities. A new, thought-
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Palm Sunday, March 28, at 10 am on 

Zoom − Joint worship with Concor-

dia 

Maundy Thursday, April 1, at 7 pm 

on Zoom − Worship with four 

churches (Concordia, Emanuel, 

Faith and St. Mary’s) 

Good Friday, April 2, at 7 pm on 

Zoom − Worship with four church-

es.  

 

Holy Week Services 
Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 3, at 7 

pm on Zoom − Joint worship with 

Concordia  

Easter Sunday, April 4, 7:30 am rec-

orded service on YouTube AND 10 

am Zoom joint worship with Concor-

dia 

Our Easter morning begins with a service 

of Holy Eucharist with spiritual commun-

ion on our YouTube channel at 7:30 am.  

On Easter, we will also begin of-

fering Communion To-Go weekly. 

Please see p. 1 for details. 

At 10 am we gather on Zoom to cele-

brate the Day of the Resurrection with 

our friends at Concordia. This will be a 

traditional Easter service, with joyful 

singing and music.  

You’ll find Zoom links to all services in 

the bulletin for Holy Week. 

Just a Reminder 

Creative, Caring Hands (and Friends) 

Completes Winter Ministry 

By Ruth McElraevey 

From November 2020 through March 2021, the 

Creative Caring Hands of St. Mary’s Church 

made, or had donated  by friends (and 

strangers), over 330 hats, scarves, mittens and 

gloves.  

In actuality, we were able to distribute in excess 

of 360 cold-weather items—protected in plastic 

baggies—on our "Compassion Clothesline"  for 

those in need, because every couple of  weeks, 

hand-knit items in plastic bags would spontane-

ously appear on the line from unknown persons 

wanting to join our effort. 

Thank you to all who supported this unique pro-

ject.  The last 25 items were placed on the line in 

the parking lot on the last day of winter, while 

the temperatures were still low and the gusting 

winds still high.  

Our group will take a break from these items 

now, and continue our knitting ministry for the 

Seamen’s Church Institute as we knit hats and 

scarves as Christmas gifts for mariners around 

the world, as well as providing prayer shawls for 

the Rev. Ann Johnson to distribute. 

Again, thanks to all who encouraged and sup-

ported our winter ministry. 

Just a few of the hand-knit scarves and hats lovingly crafted by St. 

Mary’s Creative, Caring Hands group and others for the 

“Compassion Clothesline” in front of the Williams Building. 
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St. Mary’s offers numerous worship opportunities while our 

building is closed due to the pandemic. Try something new! 

• Morning Prayer via Zoom at 10 am on Sundays in collab-

oration with Concordia Lutheran Church.  

• Compline on Zoom at 7:30 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays.  

• Sunday service of Holy Eucharist with Spiritual 

Communion, recorded in our main sanctuary and availa-

ble on St. Mary’s YouTube channel* beginning at 7:30 am 

every Sunday. It is available for viewing any time after-

wards. 

• Communion To-Go will be offered every Sunday 

beginning April 4 (see p. 1). 

• Outdoor services in some form will be held as the weath-

er gets warmer. 

*To subscribe to our YouTube channel: 1) type www.YouTube.com 

into your internet browser; 2) in the search bar across the top, type St. 

Mary’s Manchester and click the search button.; 3) our YouTube chan-

St. Mary’s Future: Options  

Being Considered 

Weekly Worship While Building Closed  

Several participants in the March 21 Listening 

Session asked for information on the options 

vestry is considering for the future of St. 

Mary’s. 

The options below were presented by Junior 

Warden Sarah Tierinni at St. Mary’s Jan. 31 

annual meeting and summarized in the Feb-

ruary issue of Happenings (p.6), along with 

background information. In case you missed 

them, they’re listed below. Feel free to speak 

with a vestry member if you have comments, 

questions or suggestions. 

• Reduce our clergy and staff, while re-

maining in our own building. (ECCT 

requires that lay worship leaders be 

identified before it authorizes a change 

to a less than full-time priest.) 

• Rent our church to another church or 

share the sanctuary with another church. 

• Enter into a mutual merger with another 

Episcopal church in the region. We could 

nel is the second channel down on the page and has a circular image of 

the church next to it; 4) click the red “subscribe” button across from the 

image. Now you’re subscribed. 

 

sell our property and bring the pro-

ceeds into the newly formed entity 

elsewhere or keep our facility and 

form the new entity here on Park 

Street. 

• Partner with a church of a different 

denomination. Share staff and a sin-

gle campus. Stay on Park Street with 

the partner church joining us or move 

to the partner church and sell or rent 

our property.  

• Sell our property and rent space to 

worship  in another church or non-

church building in Manchester. 

• As a last resort, at some point in the 

future, close St. Mary’s and turn our 

property over to ECCT’s Missionary 

Society. 

Next Listening   

Session Is April 25 

Mark your calendar for an important 

Listening Session that will be held on 

Sunday, April 25, from 11 am to noon 

on Zoom. 

The session will feature a presentation 

about the options for St. Mary’s going 

forward and efforts underway to try to 

discern what God is calling us to do as a 

faith community. 

The session will allow time for ques-

tions and comments. 

Please watch the weekly e-newsletter 

for the link and telephone number that 

will allow you to join the Zoom session. 

Additional sessions will be held in 

May and June. 

Reopening Task Force      

Being Formed 

As the situation with COVID-19 evolves, Episcopal 

Churches will look to the diocese—the Episcopal Church 

in Connecticut—for guidance in reopening our buildings 

for worship and protocols for gathering safely. 

A committee is being formed at St. Mary’s to  review 

ECCT guidelines, tailor them to our church and make 

recommendations to vestry. 

If you would like to serve on this task force, please contact 

Senior Warden Mechelle Olórtegui 

(mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com) or Junior Warden Sa-

rah Tierinni (sarah.i.brown23@gmail.com). 
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Good Friday Brings Reflections on 

the Cross 

In preparation for Good Friday worship, parishioners from St. Mary’s, Concordia, Emanuel and Faith Lutheran churches were invited 

to submit photos of crosses for a special presentation. Clergy contributed images, too! Here are just a few that were shared. 
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St. Mary’s Elected Leadership 2021 

More …. 

 

Rector:  

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

304.951.7122 

revalovejoy@gmail.com 

 

Senior Warden: 

Mechelle Olórtegui 

860.995.1946 

Mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com 

 

Junior Warden:  

Sarah Tierinni 

860.432.1264 

Sarah.i.brown23@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer:  

Gene Marinelli 

860.636.5455 

genemar13@cox.net 

 

Assistant Treasurer:  

Joy Dorin 

860.646.7751 

joyeaux@cox.net 

 

Clerk:  

Jo-Ann Swanson 

860.214.2218 

joannswanson2000@yahoo.com 

 

Bruce Perry 

860.646.7868 

Bruceh.perry@yahoo.com 

 

Noreen Kirk 

860.742.8850 

nskirk50@gmail.com 

 

Jessica Tomic 

860.794.0018 

tomic_jessica@hotmail.com 

 

Elizabeth Lavalette 

860.432.9900 

hannahlav62@yahoo.com 

 

Mary Covello 

860.742.2222 

Mary.covello@gmail.com 

 

Sylvia Armogida 

860.786.2163 

sylviaarmogida@gmail.com 

 

Delegate to Diocesan Convention:  

Mary Covello 

 

Alternate to Diocesan Convention:  

Lois Johnson 

 

Liaison to Manchester Area Conference of 

Churches:  

Beth Lavalette 

 

Delegates to Manchester Interfaith Social 

Action Committee:  

Bruce Perry, Joy Dorin, (third posi-

tion open) 

 

Delegates to Manchester Interfaith Corpo-

ration: 

Eileen Christensen, (second posi-

tion open) 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to contact the rector, 

the wardens or vestry members if you 

have questions or comments about St. 

Mary’s. 



Worship Schedule  
 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

 

 

While our building is closed, please watch your weekly emails (or 

postal mailings) for information about worship. Also see p. 5 of 

this issue of Happenings. 

 

• On Sundays at 10 am, Morning Prayer is held via Zoom. Zoom 

coffee hour begins at 9:30 am. 

• On Sundays, beginning at 7:30 am and available any time after 

that, a recorded service of Holy Eucharist with Spiritual Com-

munion is available on St. Mary’s YouTube channel. 

• On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 pm, Compline 

is held via Zoom. 

 

 

 

 

Shopping on Amazon? Remember to choose AmazonSmile when you log on, so that St. Mary’s will receive a percent-

age of whatever you spend. Just go to www.smile.amazon.com. Your login and password are the same. If you have 

questions, contact Mechelle Olórtegui at 860.995.1946 or Mechelle tovar2011@gmail.com. 

Parish Register Update 

Victor Binks, died March 10 

Helen Sisco,  died  March 13 

 

 


