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By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy
Johnson

Throughout this Lenten season we have been gathering
to pray “The Way of the
Cross” and reflect upon the
events associated with our
Lord’s passion and death. We
have had moving meditations
by our lay preachers, stirring
music offered by Kelly Sharp,
our pianist, and vibrant images to reflect upon – all of this
shared-on Zoom with our
friends at Concordia. As we
turn this spring corner into
April showers, we give tremendous thanks for being
together in person on Sundays, for the shift to “masks
optional” and for the return
of coffee hour. As we have
been singing on Sundays,
“Blessed be the name!
Blessed be the name! Blessed
be the name of the Lord!”

Holy Week Liturgies
We are preparing ourselves to
enter more fully into our
Lord’s passion and the services of Holy Week. During
Holy Week the church pauses
from her usual flurry of ministry to walk the Way of the
Cross in a series of liturgies
that commemorate the life,
death and resurrection of our

savior Jesus Christ.
Palm Sunday — On Sunday, April 10, at 9 am, we
observe The Sunday of the
Passion: Palm Sunday. We
remember the day Jesus

entered Jerusalem and was
proclaimed the king of
kings by those who spread
their palm branches along
his way. We will bless
palms and receive them as
a sign of Jesus’s victory and
of our call to be his followers. Although we will not
process this year, we will
wave our branches of palm
and sing “All Glory, Laud
and Honor.” Following
Holy Communion we will
hear the Passion Gospel
read in three voices, and
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then end this solemn liturgy in silence. For those unable to join us in person,
palms will be placed in the
Memorial Garden to be
picked up.
Maundy Thursday — On
Maundy Thursday, April 14,
at 7 pm, we will gather at
St. Mary’s for our joint service with Emanuel and
Concordia Lutheran
Churches. We will welcome
Pastor Rolf Hedberg and
Mark Winzler with Concordia, and Vicar Ryan Heckman, seminarian with
Emanuel. This service focuses on the commandment to love and the call to
servanthood. While we are
still observing COVID precautions, we will omit the
foot-washing and instead
have a time of meditation
with music. Our joint services also include a combined choir directed by Dr.
Jun Lee of Emanuel.

Good Friday — On Good
Friday, April 15, at 7 pm,
we are hosted at Emanuel
Church for the liturgy of the
day. The solemn biddings
Continued on p. 3

Financial Summary
February 2022 — Operating Statement
By Beth Bickley, Assistant Treasurer
Previous
MonthJanuary

Current
Month–
February

Pledge Income

$23,924

Total Income

Total Expenses
Net Surplus (Loss)
Without transfer
Transfer for shortfall

2022
Full yearBudget

YTD % of
Budget

$16,926

YTD, 2
mths,
16.7% of
the year
$40,850

$175,130

23%

$31,591

$18,477

$50,067

$226,158

22%

$33,812

$27,990

$61,802

288,002

21%

($ 2,220)

($ 9,513)

($11,734)

($61,844)

19%

$ 3,000

$12,000

$15,000

OPERATING ACCOUNT
MONTHLY RECEIPTS of $18,477 down $13,114 from January, impacted by the following:

•
•
•
•
•

Pledges - down $6,998 from January’s 1st quarter receipts
Prior year pledges – down $2,170 from January’s catch up receipts
Investment income – down almost $1,400 from January’s quarterly receipts

Rental income – down $2,200 due to late 33 Park rental payment
Transfer of another $12,000 from Non-budget Special Funds to cover a cash shortfall during the month

MONTHLY EXPENSES of $27,990 – down approximately $5,800, impacted by the following:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Salaries – Reduction to 60% for February/March of cash clergy salary per Letter of Agreement
Buildings & Grounds/B&G service contracts – down almost $2,700 from January’s bills
Office Expense – down $1,400 versus January’s quarterly equipment lease payment
Utilities – were up $500, as the monthly February CNG bill hit $3,741

Month end operating deficit of ($9,513) was, OFFSET BY a $12,000 TRANSFER from Non-Budget Special Funds.
On a year over year basis (netting out all non-recurring transfers and PPP proceeds) the Year-to-Date Actual Deficit was ($11,734),
compared to ($15,686) last year
NON-BUDGET/SPECIAL FUNDS ACCOUNT

Receipts of note: none
Disbursements of note:

•
•

From Undesignated Bequests/Wills - $12,000 transfer to Operating Fund mentioned above
From Miscellaneous - $2,300 monthly transfer to Operating Fund of prepaid parishioner pledge

NOTES

•
•

The 2022 operating budget – summarized in the table above – was approved by the Vestry and presented at the Annual Meeting
As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2022 operating budget included the following:





On the income side:




$175,130 in pledge income



No currently anticipated income from parish functions

On the expense side:
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$26,400 - $2,200 per month – in building use which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street but no
currently anticipated income from other organizations

The third year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020, 90% in 2021 and
85% in 2022) for medical and dental premiums

Happenings

Holy Week and Easter (Continued from p. 1)
and the Passion Gospel are at the center
of the service and include the reproaches
and veneration of the cross. Last year you
may recall, we offered our “veneration”
with a slide show of crosses from our
homes, churches and communities. There
is no celebration of the Eucharist on this
day when we reflect on the meaning of
Jesus’s death in our lives and we pray for
the needs of the church and the world.
Easter Vigil — The Easter Vigil will be
held on Saturday, April 16, at 7 pm, hosted at Concordia Church. This liturgy begins with the lighting of the new fire and
our Paschal Candle. Each church will
bring their candle to be lit. We will recall
the story of God’s saving work from creation to the exodus through the death and
resurrection of our savior Jesus Christ.
The Easter Vigil is meant to be a real experience of new life for the worshipper, a
passing from darkness to light, which
offers hope to all the faithful.

Easter Day — The Day of Resurrection:
Easter Day, April 17, will be celebrated at
St. Mary’s at 9 am. We will welcome and
enjoy Michelle Prindle (Gene Marinelli’s
daughter) singing with us. We will celebrate the hope of the Resurrection, be
nourished by Holy Communion, and
delight in singing favorite Easter hymns.
We proclaim we are Easter-people!

Re-membering Brings Us Together
All of these liturgies are an opportunity
for us to walk alongside Jesus and be witness to his life, death and Resurrection.
While these events happened long ago in
time, they continue to be re-membered by
Jesus’s followers around the globe. This re
-membering brings us back together, to
rediscover that we are members one of
another, members of the Body of Christ,
and beloved of God.
May we, in this time of great turmoil
around the world and of challenging
stresses of our own, make space for Jesus
Christ in our lives and recommit ourselves
to follow the Way of Love and be Easterpeople bearing witness to God’s hope and
justice. Happy Lent and Happy Easter!

Praying for Ukraine
During recent Sunday services, parishioners have been invited to come forward
and light a candle to represent prayers for Ukraine, symbolized by a bouquet of
sunflowers. We say together this prayer, written by Archbishops Justin Welby and
Stephen Cottrell:

God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. We
pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of
comfort would draw near to them. We pray for those with
power over war or peace, for wisdom, discernment and compassion to guide their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your
precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and
protect them. We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of
Peace. Amen
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Longtime Altar Guild Head Steps Down
By Noreen Kirk

Looking Back

After nearly three decades of faithful service, Jean Kelsey has retired as directress
of St. Mary’s altar guild. Jeanie will continue to be a member of the altar guild as
she has been for nearly 50 years. Sarah
Tierinni, who has been a member of
Jeanie’s altar guild team for the last 20
years, is the new directress.

One of Jeanie’s favorite memories is
being on hand for weddings at St.
Mary’s. Altar guild members would
prepare the altar and the church for
the service, and then sit in the front
row of the balcony, enjoying a birdseye view of the ceremony. One sexton
referred to them jokingly as “church
mice.”

A Tradition of Service
As directress, Jeanie held a position that
had been filled by a long line of dedicated
parishioners, including Linda Platz, Rita
Davidson, Florence Bickley and Sharron

Jean Kelsey

Ring. Jeanie’s mother, Marge, was also a
member. It was Linda Platz who invited
Jeanie to join the altar guild, yet Jeanie
was already fascinated by the ministry.
“Sitting in the congregation and looking
at the altar, I was very intrigued,” she
says. She was curious about how the candles, linens, chalices, vestments and other items were prepared for the altar. Once
she joined altar guild, she especially enjoyed learning the names of all the vessels. But she never lost sight of the reason
for everything. “I always tell new altar
guild members, ‘You’re setting up the
altar for the glory of God,’” Jeanie says.
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She also always enjoyed (prior to pandemic) the annual June altar guild
picnic. It was held at a variety of locations, including members’ homes or
summer cottages, but it’s also been
held at the rector’s house or even in
Anderson Hall. “It was always a wonderful way to let team members get to
know each other,” Jeanie says.
Jeanie and other members always appreciated working closely with the
priests of the parish. “When my team’s
month was coming up, the priest
would meet with us and go over any
special services taking place that
month,” Jeanie says. “If we had any
questions, the priest was right there to
answer them.”
Prior to the pandemic, altar guild
members would sort out the altar flowers after Sunday services and deliver
them to parishioners who were ill,
homebound or perhaps in mourning.
“People were always so grateful to receive flowers from the church,” she
says.

responsible for set-up and cleanup once
every two months. For major holy days,
the whole team will pitch in. Sarah has
created a picture guide to help refresh
former members’ memories and to help
new members learn the ropes. She invites
everyone to consider joining and will be
happy to explain what’s involved. Sarah is
grateful for all Jeanie taught her, and she
looks forward to continuing this ministry.
“I learned so much from Jeanie,” Sarah
says. “She passed along a long history of
how the altar guild works, and I find this
ministry especially fulfilling. Setting the
altar for funerals, weddings and Sunday

Sarah Tierinni

services is a quiet and humble task—
something that mirrors my personality.
And I adore carrying on the history and
traditions at St. Mary’s.”

Special Coffee Hour to
Honor Jean Kelsey

Looking Ahead
Now Jeanie has passed the baton to
the new altar guild directress, Sarah
Tierinni, who is adjusting some altar
guild practices to reflect today’s environment. Right now, there is an eightmember team. Each member will be

On Sunday, April 3, a special coffee
hour will be held after the 9 am service
in honor of Jean Kelsey’s decades of
faithful service. Please plan to come and
celebrate her dedication to the altar
guild ministry at St. Mary’s.

Happenings

News from Creative, Caring Hands
By Ruth McElravey

This season we were blessed with
receiving over 310 winter items for
our “St. Mary’s Compassionate Clothesline.” Our own knitters
plus ‘anonymous angels’ prepared -- or
purchased -- scarves, hats, headbands,
earmuffs, mittens, gloves and socks. The
last of these items were pinned to the line
on March 9, just prior to our last winter

blast of cold air and bit of snow. We offer many thanks to all who
have lovingly created beautiful designs
for the hats and scarves for our neighbors in the community.
The “18th Annual Worldwide Knitting in Public Day” is Saturday, June 11,
2022. We first participated about eight
years ago. We have not celebrated this
event since June 8, 2019, and eagerly

look forward to sitting in the shade that
morning with our friends, either in the
parking lot or the lawn on Church Street.
Make a note on your calendar. BYO —
lawn chair, coffee, snacks, knitting projects, and a friend! We plan to invite our
knitting friends from St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Vernon as well. We’ll keep you
posted.

Coffee Hour Is Back!
By Beth Bickley

Our first coffee hour in over two years was
held after the service on Sunday, March
27. It was wonderful to be able to gather
again for coffee and conversation in Anderson Hall. Many of us have missed that
time of fellowship. And coffee hour is not

just an opportunity for us to connect
with one another. It’s also a chance for
us to offer hospitality to those who might
be visiting here on a Sunday morning.
We hope to be able to continue having
coffee hour throughout the spring, but in
order to do that we will need volunteers

to step forward to host it. Hosting will be
as simple as possible and ideally we will
have two volunteers to share the hosting
responsibilities each week. To volunteer
to host coffee hour or to learn more about
what’s involved, please call me at
860.836.2760 or leave a message for me
with Sandy in the church office.

Welcome to coffee hour! Above: hosts Beth Bickley and Claudia
Kuehl, along with Joy Dorin and Ralph Sullivan. Upper right: Andrea Burr and Harry Perry. Lower right: some of the folks who
stayed to enjoy refreshments and fellowship.

Volume 14, Number 4

Page 5

Volunteers Needed on Palm Sunday
On Palm Sunday, April 10, we will pack
up all the items donated for Undie Sunday and Wall out Hunger and deliver
them to MACC Charities for distribution
to people in need. Can you help? We’ll
need people to pack things into bags or
boxes. We’ll also need some people willing to load donations into their cars and
drive them to MACC. Please mark you
calendar and watch the weekly e-news for
more information.

Episcopal Church Releases Findings from
“Jesus in America” Study
Results of national study commissioned
by the Episcopal Church and conducted
by the polling firm Ipsos highlight the
wide-ranging faith perspectives of a cross
section of more than 3,000 Americans,
including those who indicate they are
nonreligious.
According to information published by
the national Episcopal Church, the “Jesus
in America” study reveals, among other
things, that most Americans see Jesus as
an important spiritual figure and value

his teachings. However, many perceive
Christians as failing to live up to those
teachings. Information the church released on March 9 reports:
“We are encouraged that the research
shows Americans still find Jesus compelling, but we also see that the behavior of
many of his followers is a problem, and
it’s not just certain Christians; it’s all
Christians,” Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry said in a press release announcing
the study. “This is a wake-up call for us,

and based on what we have learned, we
are refocusing our efforts on being a
church that looks and acts like Jesus and
models its behavior on his teachings. In
this process, we hope to ignite a revival of
love that encourages all Americans to do
a better job of loving their neighbors.”
More information is available at:
www.episcopalchurch.org/jesus-in-america/

Beginning the Lenten Journey
St. Mary’s joined with Concordia and Emanuel Lutheran Churches for a joint Ash Wednesday service on
March 2 at Concordia. Clergy shown are Vicar Ryan
Heckman, seminarian, of Emanuel Lutheran; Deacon
Mark Winzler of Concordia Lutheran; Rector Ann
Lovejoy Johnson of St. Mary’s; and Pastor Rolf Hedberg of Concordia. St. Mary’s and Concordia also came
together for Wednesday evening Lenten services on
Zoom.
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Moving Forward as the Faith Community of
St. Mary’s: Second Options Vote Scheduled
At the Feb. 6 annual meeting, St. Mary’s
parishioners were presented with three
options for St. Mary’s future. Vestry developed these options in an effort to find
ways the church might be sustainable. An
information session was held on Feb. 20
so parishioners could ask questions about
the options. Voting forms were mailed to
parishioners and they were asked to vote
by March 6 on which of the three options
they wanted vestry to pursue.
Voting Results
Of 143 voting forms mailed to parishioners, 96 were completed and returned.
Here are the results:

•

Merge with St. John’s Episcopal,
Vernon: 44 votes (46%)

•

Stay and Build at St. Mary’s: 32
votes (33%)

•

Partner with Concordia Lutheran,
Manchester: 15 votes (16%)

•

Abstain: 5 votes (5%)

Second Vote Planned

asked for vote for either merging with St.
John’s or staying/building at St. Mary’s.
Voting forms will be mailed in late April.
Ballots must be returned by May 8.
A Q&A session may be scheduled before
the voting deadline. Watch the weekly enews for information.
Your Voice Is Crucial

Vestry had said at the outset that if no
option received a two-thirds majority
vote, the option receiving the fewest
votes would be eliminated and parishioners would be asked to vote for one of
the two remaining options.

This is decisive moment in the life of St.
Mary’s. Please prayerfully consider the
options and submit your vote by Mary 8.

Because none of the three received a two
-thirds majority of votes, vestry is scheduling a second vote. Parishioners will be

Authors Reflect on “Tackling Indecision”
Submitted by Mechelle Olórtegui

In all your ways submit to him, and he
will make your paths straight.
~Proverbs 3:6

We live in a world that offers a wide range
of choices—from paper towels to life insurance. In 2004, psychologist Barry
Schwartz wrote a book titled The Paradox
of Choice in which he argued that while
freedom of choice is important to our wellbeing, too many choices can lead to overload and indecision. While the stakes are
certainly lower when deciding on which
paper towel to buy, indecision can become
debilitating when making major decisions
that impact the course of our lives. So
how can we overcome indecision
and move forward confidently in
living for Jesus?
As believers in Christ, seeking God’s wisdom helps us as we face difficult decisions.
When we’re deciding on anything in life,
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large or small, the Scriptures instruct us
to “trust in the Lord with all [our] heart
and lean not on [our] own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5). When we rely on our
own judgment, we can become confused
and worry about missing an important
detail or making the wrong choice. When
we look to God for the answers, however,
He’ll “make [our] paths straight” (v. 6).
He’ll give us clarity and peace as we
make decisions in our day-to-day lives.
God doesn’t want us to be paralyzed or
overwhelmed by the weight of our decisions. We can find peace in the wisdom
and direction He provides when we bring
our concerns to Him in prayer.

By Kimya Loder
Our Daily Bread
REFLECT & PRAY
What major decisions have you been
considering lately? How will you seek

God’s wisdom in prayer, the Scriptures,
and the godly counsel of other believers?
Heavenly Father, I know You hold the
answers to all the choices I face. As I seek
Your wisdom, please give me clarity and
the strength to boldly move forward with
You.
SCRIPTURE INSIGHT
The main purpose of the book of Proverbs
is to impart wisdom for godly living. In
these wise sayings, we see a variety of topics, including youth, discipline, family life,
resisting temptation, and our speech. The
key to wisdom in all areas is found in
Proverbs 3:5: wholeheartedly trusting in
God, the only true source of wisdom. As
Proverbs 1:7 states, “The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of knowledge.” We gain wisdom and by implication live wisely when
we have a relationship with God. In 2:6 we
Continued on p. 8
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Worship Schedule

Please watch your weekly emails (or postal mailings) for
information about worship.

St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church

•

9 am, Holy Eucharist in St. Mary’s sanctuary. Service
livestreamed on our YouTube channel.

•

7:30 pm, Compline (via Zoom) on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.

41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Ph. 860.649.4583
Email: sandy@stmarysct.org
www. stmarysct.org
Nurtured by Christ, Serving
Our Neighbors.

Tackling Indecision

A Beloved Easter Day Hymn

(Continued from p. 7)

read that “the Lord gives wisdom,” but we’re also to “search
for it as for hidden treasure” (v. 4). In other words, God gives
wisdom to those who earnestly seek it. Other helps on the
road to wisdom include not being a “companion of
fools” (13:20), seeking the counsel of godly advisers (15:22),
and listening to advice and accepting discipline (19:20).
By Alyson Kieda
Our Daily Bread

Boy Scout Fundraiser
Surprise your family with a yard full of colorful Easter eggs
on Easter morning!
The scouts of St. Mary’s Troop 27 will visit your home after
sunset on April 16 and scatter pre-filled plastic eggs in your
yard. Each egg will be filled with nut-free candy or a small toy
appropriate for ages 3 and up. Deliveries can be made to
homes within a 5-mile radius of St. Mary’s. Please place all
orders by April 1.
10 eggs: $15, 20 eggs: $25, 50 eggs: $55, 70 eggs: $75.
For more information, contact Jessica Tomic at
860.794.0018 or email jchapman08@yahool.com.

“Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say:
hell today is vanquished, heaven is won today!
Lo! the Dead is living, God for evermore!
Him their true Creator, all his works adore!
(Refrain;) “Welcome, happy morning!” age to age shall say.
Earth her joy confesses, clothing her for spring,
all fresh gifts returned with her returning King:
bloom in every meadow, leaves on every bough,
speak his sorrow ended, hail his triumph now. (Refrain)

Months in due succession, days of lengthening light,
hours and passing moments praise thee in their flight.
Brightness of the morning, sky and fields and sea,
Vanquisher of darkness, bring their praise to thee. (Refrain)
Maker and Redeemer, life and health of all,
thou from heaven beholding human nature's fall,
of the Father's Godhead true and only Son,
mankind to deliver, manhood didst put on. (Refrain)
Thou, of life the Author, death didst undergo,
tread the path of darkness, saving strength to show;
come then, true and faithful, now fulfill thy word,
'tis thine own third morning! rise, O buried Lord! (Refrain)
Loose the souls long prisoned, bound with Satan's chain:
all that now is fallen raise to life again;
show thy face in brightness, bid the nations see;
bring again our daylight: day returns with thee! (Refrain)
The Hymnal 1982, #179

