
Managing Space to 
Advance God’s Mission 
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This summer, St. Mary’s is 

taking steps to ensure we’re 

making wise use of the build-

ings and spaces inherited 

from previous generations of 

parishioners.  

“The goal of these efforts is to 

manage what we have in ways 

that help us best carry on 

God’s work,” says St. Mary’s 

rector, the Rev. Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson. 

“Dumpster Party” 

During the week of July 16, 

about 14 parishioners, under 

Randy Brown’s leadership, 

took part in a “Dumpster par-

ty” designed to clear accumu-

lated, unusable items from all 

parts of the church, the Wil-

liams Building and 33 Park 

Street. 

A massive amount of material 

was removed from the build-

ings, making spaces cleaner 

and more usable. 

33 Park Street 

The finance committee and 

vestry continue to work to-

ward selling 33 Park Street, a 

building that has become a 

financial drain. 

Assistant Treasurer Joy Dorin 

reports: “We’ve spoken with 

the diocese and with town 

planners. A local surveyor has 

been retained and began work 

the week of July 23. The re-

sults of the survey, along with 

identified options, will be 

discussed at the parish meet-

ing on Aug. 26. 

“In parallel, we are working 

with the diocese to follow 

their procedure for selling 

property. This requires sub-

mission of several documents, 

including a history of the 

property, the reason for sell-

ing, a full appraisal, a state-

ment of estimated net in-

come to be realized and how 

the proceeds will help in 

advancing God’s mission, 

and a certificate signed by 

the clerk of the parish noting 

a parish meeting was held to 

authorize the sale of the 

property. These will be pre-

sented to a meeting of the 

diocesan Standing Commit-

tee for its consent to pro-

ceed. We have targeted com-

pletion of what’s required for 

early September in order to 

appear on the Standing 

Committee’s  Sept. 20 meet-

ing agenda.” 

 

One service at 9 

a.m. Aug. 26 

As Joy mentions in her state-

ment, a special parish meet-

ing will be held on Sunday, 

Aug. 26, after the single,  9 

a.m. service to hold a vote on 

the sale of 33 Park Street. 

Please plan to attend! 

By the end of the week, the 

30-cubic-yard Dumpster 

was filled to capacity. “We 

left no unused space in it,” 

says Randy Brown. “It was a 

lot of work, but it needed to 

be done.” 

(Photo courtesy of Mechelle 

OlOrtegui) 
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By Valerie Huestis 

Invite your families, friends and neighbors to 

join you at our annual Autumn Harvest Din-

ner & Auction on Saturday, Sept. 29, for an 

evening of delicious food and friendly bid-

ding. Currently our plans again include: 1) a 

lecture on vintage market trends in the an-

tiques and collectibles marketplace, i.e., 

"what's hot and what's not," a free verbal fair 

market estimate for an item brought to the 

lecture by attendees, and an introduction to 

eBay at 5 p.m. by Ralph Labozzo 

(professional appraiser and auctioneer at the 

Golden Gavel in East Windsor), 2) the Au-

tumn Harvest Dinner at 6 p.m. and 3) the live 

auction at 7 p.m. with Gene Marinelli as our 

Master of Ceremony and Ralph as our guest 

auctioneer. 

Come early for the lecture, later for the din-

ner and auction or spend the entire evening! 

Attendees can preview all the auction items 

and begin placing their bids for the silent 

auction upon their arrival. 

To make this event a success, we need eve-

ryone’s help. We are looking for donations 

of a) new/ like new and vintage/collectible 

items, b) certificates for professional and 

personal services such as financial plan-

ning, hair care, etc., c) gift cards to local 

stores, restaurants and attractions, d) tick-

ets to area events and shows (perhaps you 

have season tickets, but can’t attend a par-

ticular performance?), and e) gift baskets 

for both the live and silent auctions. We are 

also looking for individuals willing to solicit 

donations from area businesses. 

We also need volunteers to help with the 

activities on the day of the event. On the 

morning of the auction, we need volunteers 

(who are able to lift and help carry tables 

and chairs) at 9 a.m. to set up the dining 

and auction areas and more volunteers at 10 

a.m. to a) set up and arrange the live and 

silent auction items, b) arrange the registra-

tion/cashier, item pick-up and beverage 

areas and c) set the dinner tables. That 

evening we need volunteers to register bid-

ders, record bids, take payments, serve bev-

erages, take down tables, etc. Please watch 

the Sunday bulletins and check the display 

in the narthex for information about the 

auction, dinner reservations, volunteer sign

-up, etc. If you have any questions or need 

additional information, please contact Va-

lerie Huestis at (860) 645-8293 or va-

lerie@stmarysct.org. 

Autumn Harvest Dinner and Auction Sept. 29 

“Many Hands Make Light Work” 
By Mechelle OlOrtegui 

 

Stewardship is the heart of the church. 

Stewardship 2018 needs: Members and Ideas! 

We are looking for volunteers to join the 2018 Stewardship Committee. 

Meetings would start later in the summer. 

But members, themes and ideas are needed now.  

If you have suggestions or ideas or questions about the schedule or commitment level 

for committee members, please reach out to me or any of the 2017 Committee mem-

bers: Laura Hart, Harry Perry or Beth Bickley. 

Leave a Legacy: Making a Bequest in a Will 

By Robert Lathrop 

Perhaps the easiest and most common 

way of making a planned gift is through 

your will. A bequest in a will can take the 

form of a set amount of money, a percent-

age of an estate, a specific asset, a trust, or 

the naming of a St. Mary’s-related organi-

zation as a contingent beneficiary. 

Sample language for including St. Mary’s 

might be: “I give, devise, and bequeath 

(state amount, asset or percentage of the 

estate) to St. Mary’s.” 

In the words of the late theologian D. El-

ton Trueblood, those who plan for this 

type of support have planted “shade trees 

under which they know they will never 

sit.”   
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Parishioners Respond to Call for 
Supplemental Pledges 

Many parishioners have answered the call so 

far, says Stewardship Committee Chair 

Mechelle OlOrtegui. Mechelle reports that as 

of July 22, the church had heard back from 

nearly 45 percent of pledging households. 

“The overwhelming majority of those who 

have responded have committed to increas-

ing their pledges for the remainder of the 

year,” says Mechelle. “At this time, those 

commitments total more than $13,000 and 

put us well on our way to our goal of $18,500. 

Have you completed and returned your 

Supplemental Pledge Form? These forms 

were distributed at the June 24 parish 

meeting and mailed to members who’d been 

unable to attend. 

The idea is for every member to increase his 

or her pledge by at least a small amount for 

the remainder of 2018, beginning as of July 

1. If everyone steps up to do this, we can 

shrink the significant financial deficit pro-

jected for the year. Financial stability is 

critical to St. Mary’s ability to continue 

God’s work. 

On behalf of the parish, Mechelle thanks 

all who have indicated they are increasing 

their gift. 

“We hope that others who plan to make 

even a modest increase will return their 

forms as soon as possible,” she adds. 

 

 

 

August 12: St. Mary’s Sunday Celebration 

and Ice Cream Social 
By Valerie Huestis 

On Aug. 12, come join us as we celebrate St. 

Mary’s Sunday. To mark the occasion, we 

plan to a) create a floral cross using fresh 

cut flowers brought to the services by pa-

rishioners, b) designate the loose plate of-

ferings as a donation to the St. Mary’s En-

dowment Fund (a fund created in 2015 

whose principal is held in perpetuity, i.e., 

donated funds cannot be withdrawn or bor-

rowed) plus accept individual donations to 

the fund, and c) hold an ice cream sundae 

social immediately following the 9 a.m. ser-

vice. The ice cream sundae social will feature 

Shady Glen vanilla ice cream with either 

chocolate, hot fudge or fresh strawberry 

sauce, whipped cream and assorted toppings. 

The ice cream sundae social will be held 

on the Church Street lawn (weather per-

mitting) or in Anderson Hall. If you can 

come at 8 a.m. that morning (if the weath-

er is good) and help set up some tables 

and chairs outside on the lawn or help 

clean up after the service, please contact 

me at 860-645-8293 or va-

lerie@stmarysct.org. 

School Supplies Drive Continues through Aug. 26 

St. Mary’s annual school supplies drive be-

gan on Sunday, July 22, and will run through 

Sunday, Aug. 26. Our goal is to collect more 

than 100 backpacks and lots of school sup-

plies for donating to the Family Resource 

Centers at Manchester Public Schools. 

Please shop the sales and donate items stu-

dents need to get their school year off to a 

great start! In addition to backpacks, sugges-

tions include notebooks, pencils, pens, scis-

sors, colored pencils, markers, crayons, glue 

sticks and rulers. 

 

In addition to backpacks and supplies, we are 

aiming to put together a welcome-back basket 

for Bennet Academy teachers. Please consider 

donating dry erase markers, sticky notes, 

adult scissors, tissues, hand sanitizer, Lysol 

wipes, stickers, etc. 

Kindly place donations in the bins at the 

front of the church — and thank you! 
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New Memorial Garden Plaque to Be Dedicated on 

St. Mary’s Sunday 

By Beth Bickley 

A new special plaque will be installed 

near St. Mary’s Memorial Garden in early 

August. The purpose of the plaque is to 

provide a place for memorializing a per-

son or persons who are not interred in the 

Memorial Garden.  Over a year ago, our 

Rector Ann was approached by a family 

that wished to make a monetary gift to 

the church so that they could have per-

sons memorialized who were not interred 

in the Memorial Garden but who were 

related to someone who was interred 

there.  At the time, there was no way to 

accommodate the request.  Ann presented 

the request to the Memorial Garden Com-

mittee, which quickly recognized that 

others might also wish to memorialize a 

loved one or loved ones not interred in 

the Garden and so this request present-

ed an opportunity to provide a service 

not contemplated at the time the Me-

morial Garden was created.   

Over several meetings, the Memorial 

Garden Committee explored how this 

need could be met. With the help of 

Kevin Keena from KG Keena Memorials 

in Manchester, we were able to design a 

2-foot by 2-foot bronze plaque for these 

special memorials. The plaque has two 

columns for inscriptions of names.  

Names will be inscribed on a separate 

piece of bronze, which will then be at-

tached to the plaque by bronze screws at 

each end.   

Celtic crosses border the main inscription 

on each side.  The plaque can accommo-

date up to 48 entries, 24 in each of the 

two columns. Each entry can contain 32 

characters and spaces. An additional 

plaque or plaques can be purchased in the 

future if more space for the entry of 

names is needed.   

The details of the plaque were shared 

with the vestry, which approved purchase 

of the plaque in early spring of this year 

using funds from The Book of Remem-

brance.  It was purchased through K.G. 

Keena Memorials, the company that sup-

plies and cares for our Memorial Garden 

stones and handles all of the engravings. 

The plaque will be installed near the Me-

morial Garden on the adjacent wall in the 

handicapped access entrance portico.  A 

form will be made available through the 

office to request having a name or names 

memorialized on the plaque. The cost for 

one entry is $500.  The Memorial Garden 

Plaque will be dedicated on St. Mary’s 

Sunday, Aug. 12. 

During the months we worked on design-

ing the plaque, we also discussed the need 

for a book in which to record monetary 

gifts to the Memorial Garden. Thanks to 

the generosity of Sharron and Fred Ring, 

a Garden Remembrance Register has 

been donated for this purpose. Monetary 

gifts, in any amount, can be made for the 

maintenance of the Memorial Garden and 

will be recorded in this register as a per-

manent record with the name of the do-

nor and the date of the gift. 

Current members of the Memorial Gar-

den Committee are Beth Bickley, 

Randy Brown and Sharron Ring.  Va-

lerie Huestis, who just rotated off the 

committee, was involved in this plan-

ning. Members serve a three-year 

term, with one member rotating off 

the committee annually. The Vestry 

will vote soon to place a new member 

on the committee.     

We look forward to the Memorial Gar-

den Plaque dedication on St. Mary’s 

Sunday.   

At left, Mr. Keena’s sketch of the new 

plaque. 

By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

For worship services during the 2018 Lenten 

and Eastertide season we enjoyed homemade 

Communion bread. Many thanks to the pa-

rishioners who baked Altar Bread. We appre-

ciate your talents and for some, your willing-

ness to “try on” something new!  

In order of appearance, we thank: 

Margaret Martin, Noreen Kirk, Beth La-

valette, Hazel Moulton, Donna Indomenico, 

Jen Carlson, Margaret Wright, Jill Terry, 

Ellise Sullivan, Randy Brown, Janet and Dan 

Platz, Nancy Eaton, Susan Specht, Alejandra 

Mello and Sarah Tierinni. 

 

Thanks for the Bread! 
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For Summer, a Fresh Approach to Worship 

In July, St. Mary’s began a summer 

“experiment” in collaboration with Concordia 

Lutheran Church. 

For summer Sunday services, The two churches 

share a musician and use the same prayers, 

hymns and order of service. The arrangement 

means members of both churches have more 

choices in service times. Here’s the schedule: 

From July 1 through Labor Day weekend, Sept. 

2, there will be four Sunday opportunities to 

worship.  

 7:30 a.m., St Mary’s, spoken service  

 8:30 a.m., Concordia, spoken service in 

sanctuary  

 9 a.m., St Mary’s, with music 

 10:30 a.m., Concordia, with music in the 

Garden Room 

Experience the summer difference for yourself! 

Comments are welcome. 

At St. Mary’s, summertime means gathering in the baptistery after 

the service for cold drinks and fellowship! 

 

Dylan Mello, right,  is a postulant for Holy Orders with St. Mary’s 

sponsorship. He’s shown here with his field education supervisor, 

the Rev. Jane Hale, rector of Trinity Church, Brooklyn, Connecti-

cut. 

Dylan is interning at Trinity. The photo is from  Trinity’s parish 

retreat, which was held at Enders Island, just off the coast from 

Mystic.  

St. Mary’s Parishioner Continues Postulancy 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Summer Worship Schedule 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Summer Sunday Services* 

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, spoken service (Except on Aug. 26. See below.) 

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist, with music 

 

This year, from July 1 through Sept. 2, members of St. Mary’s may 

also opt to attend services at Concordia Lutheran Church, 40 Pitkin 

St., Manchester (see article, p. 3). 

 

Concordia Summer Sunday Services 

8:30 a.m. in church sanctuary, spoken service 

10:30 a.m. in church’s Garden Room, with music 

 

* ONE EXCEPTION:  On Sunday, Aug. 26, we will have a single service, at 9 

a.m., followed by a parish meeting when members will be asked to vote on an 

issue (see article on p.1). 

 

 

 

Use AmazonSmile every day because every bit counts to help sup-

port the missions at St. Mary’s 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% 

of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR 

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Instructions to set up St. Mary’s as your AmazonSmile charity are in 

the Narthex 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Parish Register Updates 

Burial 

Nancy Pearson Taylor - July 17, 2018 

Summer Is in Bloom at St. Mary’s 

Can you spot the bees above? 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

