Volume 11, Number 8
August 2019

Collaborating in
Summer Worship

Happenings

Newsletter of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Manchester, CT

By Noreen Kirk

St. Mary’s and Concordia
Lutheran Church began
temporarily worshipping
together at Concordia on
Sunday, July 14. We will
continue to worship at Concordia until Sunday, Aug.
25, when we’ll return to
Park Street for 7:30 and 9
am services and a special
celebration of St. Mary’s
Day. The people of Concordia will join us here for the 9
am Eucharist and for a picnic brunch that will follow.

Shared Experience
Concordia has given us a
warm welcome, organizing a
special brunch on our first

Sunday together and helping us feel at home in their
sanctuary. People from both
congregations share roles as
lectors, ushers, altar guild
servers, choir members and
more. Concordia Pastor
Douglas Barclay and St.
Mary’s Rector Ann Lovejoy
Johnson collaborate in planning services and alternating celebrant and preaching
roles. St. Mary’s members
who have attended—and
many have—report that the
experience has been positive
and inspiring.

An added benefit is Concordia’s air-conditioned sanctuary!—a life-saver during
July’s punishing heat wave!
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Forum Held
A forum exploring the relationship between the Lutheran and Episcopal denominations got underway
on July 21 after the 9 am
service. It continues on
July 28, Aug. 4 and Aug. 11.
Dozens of people from both
Concordia and St. Mary’s
stayed for the forum, which
is led by Andrea Burr of St.
Mary’s and Susan Bourret
of Concordia. All are welcome.

Above, members of St.
Mary’s and Concordia
enjoy a special brunch
prepared by Concordia
members on July 14.

Finance Committee Monthly Update
By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer

Financial Summary, June 2019 – Operating Statement

Prior Month
- May

Current Month
-June

Year-to-Date

2019 Budget

Year-to-Date
% of Budget

Total Income

$29,222

$30,889

$181,594

$306,840

60%

Total Expenses

$28,199

$32,700

$190,812

$378,055

51%

Net Gain
(Loss)

$1,022

($1,811)

($7,219)

($71,215)

10%

(6 months, 50

In comparison to May’s results:
Income increased slightly – the result of a partial transfer of $6,315 from the unexpected and unrestricted gift from
Dick Trewhella Expenses also increased—the result of the monthly payment of $5,864 for St. Mary’s diocesan common
ministry obligation.
The net result for the month was a deficit of $1,811.
Year-to-date, the operating budget is running a deficit of $7,219; the deficit would have been $18, 519 (and on par with
last year) if we had not used the unexpected and unrestricted gifts from two parishioners.

Longtime Sexton Retires
Don Zbyk, who has served so ably as
St. Mary’s sexton for the last 10
years, has retired from that role as
of July 12.
Although the sexton is not always
front and center at a church, he or
she makes an invaluable contribution to the life of the parish. Our

Page 2

worship and other activities are enhanced when our surroundings are
well-maintained. Don also helped
ensure the security of our buildings
through regular rounds and checks.

of life.
Vestry will be discussing how best to
accomplish the sexton duties in the
future.

All of us at St. Mary’s appreciate
Don’s dedication and we wish him
well as he embarks on a new phase

Happenings

Outreach to Episcopal Churches Underway
By Noreen Kirk

St. Mary’s, like so many other churches, is
facing serious challenges. Dwindling membership, shrinking financial resources and
societal shifts away from church participation are requiring us to explore options for
moving ahead as a faith community.
One of the steps the leadership team is taking is reaching out to other Episcopal
churches. Members of St. Mary’s Sustainability Team have been contacting Episcopal

churches in our area to talk about how
those churches are dealing with the challenges and see if there are opportunities
for partnership.

meeting. Information they present will
be reported to the entire parish shortly
after that.

Churches team members have contacted
include All Saints, East Hartford; St.
George’s, Bolton; St. James’, Glastonbury; St. John’s, Vernon; St. Peter’s,
Hebron; and St. Peter’s, South Windsor.
The Sustainability Team will report its
findings to Vestry at the Aug. 20 Vestry

Way of Love Group to Form at St. Mary’s
This Fall
By Mary Covello

your comfort zone.

The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, the presiding
bishop of the Episcopal Church, has a new
vision called “The Way of Love—Practices
for a Jesus-Centered Life.” He invites each
Episcopalian to live by a rule of life using the
ancient idea of adopting daily spiritual practices. If you have ever decided to adopt a
new good habit you know that this is hard
work. His vision is that this is best done in a
small group meeting regularly to share ideas
for spiritual practice and to support one another in this commitment.

7. Rest – Dedicate time for restoration
and wellness
Using the nine-week curriculum provided by the Episcopal Church, we will be
starting a “Way of Love” group at St.
Mary’s. I will be the facilitator, and we

are looking to start the first week of
Advent – a new start for a new church
year. You can find more information on
The Way of Love on the website of the
Episcopal Church. Visit:
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love

What are daily spiritual practices? He places
these in seven categories.
1. Turn - Commit to a Jesus-centered life
2. Learn – Commit to spend time with scripture or spiritual reading each day
3. Pray – Commit to daily individual prayer
4. Worship – Commit to communal prayer

The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, above, presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church,
is spearheading the Way of Love. At
right, a visual representation of the
spiritual practices that make up the
Way of Love.

5. Bless – Give, Forgive, Teach and Heal
6. Go- Cross boundaries, listen deeply and
live like Jesus. You may be called outside
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St. Mary’s and Concordia are teaming up to help even more students!

2019 Backpack and School Supplies Drive
This year St. Mary’s and Concordia Lutheran will join
forces to collect new/unused backpacks and school supplies for Manchester Public Schools. The collection began
on Sunday, July 14. We will be supporting the Family Resource Centers in the elementary schools in town with a
special focus on our partner schools, Highland Park and
Bennet 5th & 6th Grade Academy. Our goal in this partnership was to ‘listen’ to the needs of the school community and make a direct and needed impact.
Last year we donated 90 filled backpacks. This
year we are setting new a goal of 100 backpacks
and enough school supplies to fill each one! We
will also provide both Highland and Bennet teachers with
a welcome back basket of classroom supplies. They were a
big hit with teachers last year!
There are great bargains for school supplies at local
stores, so please consider picking up a few items. For
those who would like to donate monetarily, checks can be
made out to St. Mary’s or Concordia with “School Supplies” in the memo line. All donations can be dropped off
at Concordia Lutheran sanctuary.

Need some ideas? Donations can include the following:


Backpacks



Binders & Notebooks



Glue & Glue Sticks



Post-its



Markers & Crayons



Cleaning Wipes



Erasers



Tissues



Colored pencils



Expo Markers



Pocket Folders



Stickers



Pens & Pencils



Red Pens



Rulers

Our last collection day will be Sunday, Aug. 25, at
St. Mary’s for the joint service at 9 am. The next
day we will deliver them to the Bennet Family Resource
Center in time for distribution to the other schools in
town before the first day of school! Thank you for your
continued support.
Questions?? Contact Sarah Brown Tierinni 860.432.1264
or sarah.i.brown23@gmail.com.

On “Difference”
A Reflection Shared by Dn. Em. Karen Fedorchak

Space for donating backpacks and school supplies is located at the back of Concordia Lutheran Church’s sanctuary.
Donations can also be brought to St. Mary’s on Aug. 25,
which is the last day of the drive.
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“How fine a line ‘different’ is, deep and how narrow. One of
the challenges of the spiritual life is working with difference,
the difference between us as human beings. For some people,
difference is a stone wall. They expend a great deal of energy
guarding this wall and denying entry to any who are outsiders. But to many others difference is a bridge, a place of crossing and meeting. How we understand difference, how we
learn from one another, how we respect the dignity of every
person, is one of the sacred tasks of living in God's great diversity. It reminds us: we are all the same in being different.”
—Steven Charleston in Sanctuary of the Spirit

Happenings

A Reflection
on Hope

Lights for Liberty Vigil in Manchester

Shared by the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson

“Hope is not a fragile thing, afraid to
show her head when the days get
hard and the nights go on forever.
Hope is a veteran of many wars,
many disasters and even more heartbreaks. She is a skilled nurse, a wise
counselor, a tough sergeant who has
kicked quite a few of us in the backsides to keep us moving when we
were ready to surrender. Hope is a
devoted friend, a fellow survivor,
someone who knows our story even
if we have trouble telling it. When
your days get hard and your nights
get long, trust in hope. She will be
there. And she won't run out when
you need her.”
—Bishop Steven Charleston

About 200 people gathered in Manchester’s Center Park on July 12, part of a
worldwide vigil titled Lights for Liberty: A Vigil to End Human Concentration
Camps. More than 600 events on five continents were held to call for fair and
humane treatment of immigrants. Attending from St. Mary’s were Rector Ann
Lovejoy Johnson, Azelach Johnson, Muse Johnson, Deacon Emeritus Karen
Fedorchak, Laura Hart and Eva Hart. It was organized by Uniting for a Safe Inclusive Community-Manchester. (Photo courtesy of Kelly Juleson.)

Stewardship
Needs You!

Convention Worship
Opportunities

By Mechelle Olórtegui

The Episcopal Church in Connecticut will hold
its 235th annual convention on Saturday, Oct.
26, and Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019.

This year is not unlike other years when
we seek volunteers to join the Stewardship Committee. However, this year, we
especially need volunteers to help us
determine a new path for Stewardship as
St. Mary’s goes through challenging
times with limited resources. We need
revitalization with fresh, new yet practical ideas. Let's flip Stewardship on its
head. We need members, and we need
ideas. Who is willing to join us? Please
contact me at 860-995-1946 or via email
at mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com.
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In addition to business sessions, there are
opportunities for special worship. On Saturday
evening, Convention will re-convene at Christ
Church Cathedral for Evensong and to commemorate our cathedral’s centennial anniversary. A reception will be hosted at the Cathedral House. This event is free, and preregistration is required.
Convention continues on Sunday with a worship service for Episcopalians from all over our
state at 11 am at the Connecticut Convention
Center (Hartford). The Rt. Rev. Barbara Harris, the first woman to be consecrated a bishop
in the Anglican Communion, will preach.

Prior to worship, there will be a light breakfast
offered at the Convention Center for all attendees, an excellent opportunity to connect
with your fellow Episcopalians from around
the state.
Registration for Saturday evening and Sunday’s gathered worship service is free, but
each requires a separate registration from
your Convention registration. Anyone who
wishes to participate in worship at this year's
Annual Convention needs to reserve a spot for
themselves using the following link: https://
www.episcopalct.org/events/annualconvention/2019/ and click on “Convention
Worship Registration.”
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Visitors are always welcome!

SPECIAL SUMMER Worship Schedule
Sundays
7:30 am Holy Eucharist*

St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church
41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Phone: 860-649-4583
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music)*
*Services are at Concordia Lutheran Church on Aug. 4, 11 and 18.
Services return to St. Mary’s on Aug. 25 and remain there. Concordia
is located at 40 Pitkin Street, Manchester.
Tuesdays
7 pm Evening Prayer
Wednesdays
No 10 am Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer in August. Resumes Sept. 11.

God cooks;
we share the feast!

Sundaes and Smiles
Helen Sisco, left, Janet Forzley and Peg McCoan (who
took the photo) enjoyed ice cream sundaes and fellowship at Shady Glen this summer.

Listening and Learning
Pictured below are some of the approximately 50 parishioners who attended a dinner on July 1 to hear the
Rev. Erik Karas share his experiences leading a combined Lutheran-Episcopal congregation in Sheffield,
Massachusetts.

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to St. Mary’s.
Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR
AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.
Your login and password are the same.
Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into
www.smile.amazon.com
Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olortegui for details
860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

