
Sunday Worship Moves 

Indoors—with Protocols 
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As of Sunday, Aug. 1, St. 

Mary’s is celebrating the 9 am 

service of Holy Eucharist in 

the sanctuary, welcoming 

parishioners to indoor wor-

ship for the first time since 

the pandemic shuttered the 

church in March 2020.  

In the week after vestry made 

the decision to worship in-

doors, the positivity rate rose 

significantly, largely due to 

the delta variant. Protecting 

everyone’s health and safety 

is our priority, and we will 

adjust protocols as necessary 

to follow officials’ recommen-

dations. 

Here are the details about 

indoor Sunday worship: 

Overview 
 

Time: The service will con-

tinue to be held at 9 am. 

Entry: No reservation or 

registration is necessary. 

Please enter through the 

front, Park Street doors or the 

handicap entrance on the 

Church Street side. (Stairs 

from the parking lot are un-

der construction.) 

Service bulletin: Bulletins 

containing the complete litur-

gy will be distributed as you 

enter. 

Masks: Everyone attending 

the service must wear a 

mask. As of this writing, the 

CDC is recommending that 

everyone, even the fully 

vaccinated, wear a mask 

indoors because of the ex-

treme transmissibility of 

the delta variant. If you feel 

ill that day, please love your 

neighbor by staying home. 

Offerings: Please place 

your offering in the basket 

in the center aisle.  

(Photo: Sarah Tierinni) 

Seating: Please sit in any 

open pew marked by a 

GREEN dot. Markings en-

sure social distancing. 

Music: Our pianist, Kelly 

Sharp, will play several 

pieces during the service. 

There will not be congrega-

tional singing, in keeping 

with COVID protocols. 

Ventilation: Windows will 

be open, but COVID proto-

cols don’t allow the use of 

fans. 

Hand sanitizer: Hand 

sanitizer will be readily 

available throughout the 

sanctuary. Clergy and lay 

ministers will apply it 

throughout the service. 

Exchange of the peace: 

We’ll greet each other from 

a distance. 

Holy Communion 
 

Elements placed: The 

bread and wine to be conse-

crated will be placed on the 

credence table near the 

altar before the service in-

stead of being carried for-

ward during the Offertory. 

Receiving the Body of 

Christ: Rev. Ann will stand 

at the top of the center aisle 

and distribute traditional 

Communion wafers. People 

seated on one side of the 

church will come forward 

first, followed by those on 

the other side. All will walk 

forward using the center 

aisle and return to their 

pews using the side aisles. 

Continued on p.3 
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Financial Summary 

June 2021 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June Income 
 

• Total income was $30,269, a nearly $10,000 increase from May.  

 Pledge income increased by over $4,000 from May— good news as it reversed two months of decreasing pledge in-

come, and both May and June had the same number of Sundays so the increase was not a function of more Sundays in 

the month.   

 During the month, $10,748 (the sum of the remaining funds in several inactive non-budget/special funds accounts) 

was transferred to the operating account.    

• Year-to-date, total income continues to track well above what was projected because of the one-time PPP loan of $44,960 that 

was received in February, the unanticipated prior year pledges in the amount of $2,508 received in January, and the transfer of 

non-budget/special funds to the operating account mentioned above.  

  

June Expenses 
 

• Total expenses were $26,582, a small decrease of under $1,000 from May. 

 The decrease is primarily attributable to lower utility payments and office expenses.  

• Year-to-date, expenses (many of which are fixed) are tracking as projected.  

 

Net-Surplus/Loss 
 

• For the month of June, there was a surplus of $3,686.  

• Year-to-date, there is a cumulative surplus of $9,030.  

• If not for the PPP loan and the transfer of the non-budget/special funds, there would be a cumulative loss of $46,753.    

 
Notes 

 

• The 2021 operating budget — summarized in the table above — was approved by vestry and presented at the Annual Meeting. 

• As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2021 operating budget included the following: 

 On the income side: 

 $180,568 in pledge income, a reduction from the 2020 actual of $212,418. 

 $26,400 - $2,200 per month in building use, which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park 

Street but no rental income from Iglesias or other organizations due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 No income from parish functions due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 On the expense side: 

 The second year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020, 

90% in 2021 and 85% in 2022) for medical and dental insurance.  

  
Previous 

Month—May 

 

Current 
Month–

June 

YTD, 6 
months, 

50 % of the 
year 

2021   
Budget 

YTD % of Budget 

Total Income $20,327 $30,269 $184,859 $229,996 80.4% 

Pledge Income $13,391 $17,815 $104,421 $180,568 57.8% 

Total Expenses $27,300 $26,582 $175,828 $358,531 49.0% 

Net Surplus (Loss) ($6,973) $3,686 $9,030 ($128,535) -7.0% 



V o l u m e 1 3 ,   N um b e r 7  Page 3 

 

Diaper Drive Exceeds Goal 

St. Mary’s summer project to collect 

2,000 diapers for Manchester’s Gen-

tle Love Diaper Pantry exceeded the 

goal by more than 50%.  

Thanks to the generosity of parish-

ioners, more than 3,000 diapers were 

donated. Manchester High School 

student Kyle Zingler founded the 

pantry to ease the hardship low-

income families face in affording 

these critical but costly items. The 

pantry partners with community-

based organizations to collect, store 

and distribute diapers. Kyle, shown 

here with Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

and Norah and Maya Tierinni, came 

to St. Mary’s July 11 Sunday service to 

offer his thanks—and collect the most 

recent donations. 

St. Mary’s in the Community 

Receiving the Blood of Christ: After 

receiving the Communion wafer, each 

person will pick up a sealed Communion 

cup and take it back to their pew for con-

sumption. A receptacle will be provided 

for depositing empty cups. 

Choice: Communion is valid whether 

received in one form or both. You may 

choose to receive bread and/or wine 

(juice) or simply ask for a blessing. 

After the Service 

Service bulletin: Please recycle your 

bulletin on the way out. Bulletins are 

Indoor Worship (Continued from p.1) 

printed each week. 

Saying hello: Rev. Ann will greet at-

tendees on the lawn instead of in the nar-

thex. There is no coffee hour for the time 

being. 

Livestreaming 

Livestream continues: We will contin-

ue to livestream the 9 am Sunday service 

on our YouTube channel. 

Access: To access St. Mary’s YouTube 

channel, click on the link in the weekly e-

newsletter OR type this link into your 

browser:  

https://www.youtube.com/

channel/

UC9GJ2eKFRNdXst_wo6JnHIQ 

Spiritual Communion: The Prayer for 

Spiritual Communion will appear on the 

screen during the distribution of commun-

ion. 

Service bulletin: The bulletin will be 

linked on St. Mary’s YouTube page. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9GJ2eKFRNdXst_wo6JnHIQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9GJ2eKFRNdXst_wo6JnHIQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9GJ2eKFRNdXst_wo6JnHIQ
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By Noreen Kirk 

Owning a home provides many benefits to 

both homeowners and the community. 

Owning a home helps families build 

wealth in the form of equity, save on hous-

ing costs through tax deductions—and 

more. A community with a high percent-

age of owner-occupied housing is typically 

more stable and livable. But, for first-time 

buyers of modest means, coming up with 

the down payment is often a stumbling 

block to homeownership. This is a chal-

lenge the Manchester Interfaith Corp. was 

created to help address. 

Spun off with a Purpose 

Manchester Inter-

faith Corp., or MIC, 

was an outgrowth of 

the Manchester In-

terfaith Social Action 

Committee (profiled 

in the July issue of 

Happenings). Like 

MISAC, MIC is led 

by delegates from 

Manchester faith 

communities. These 

include Center Con-

gregational, North 

United Methodist, 

Second Congrega-

tional, South United 

Methodist, St. James 

Roman Catholic, St. 

Mary’s Episcopal, 

Temple Beth Sholom B’nai Israel and Uni-

tarian Universalist Society: East. Unlike 

MISAC, which focused on rental units, 

MIC was created in the 1980s to give low- 

and moderate-income people the oppor-

tunity to own their own homes using re-

sources from the federal Department of 

Housing and Urban Development, or 

HUD.  

“The Town Planning Commission felt 

there were HUD funds we could use to 

rehab houses and offer low-interest mort-

gages to low- and moderate-income peo-

 

Putting Home Ownership within Reach 

ple,” says St. Mary’s parishioner Eileen 

Christensen, who has been St. Mary’s dele-

gate to MIC for decades. Buyers who could 

qualify for a mortgage did not have to 

make a large down payment. Instead, Ei-

leen says, “They had two mortgages: one 

for the house and one for the down pay-

ment. If they stayed in the house for 10 

years, the mortgage for the down payment 

was forgiven. These were entry-level 

homes for people who probably never 

would have been able to get into home-

ownership any other way.” 

Initial Project a Huge Success 

MIC’s first project, which was conducted 

in the 1980s and 1990s, was to completely 

renovate about a dozen homes located at 

the former Nike site in Manchester’s south 

end. The street was renamed from “Nike 

Circle” to “Faith Circle” to reflect the or-

ganization’s involvement. MIC representa-

tives took on the tasks necessary, such as 

contacting contractors, getting quotes for 

certain jobs, ascertaining costs and deliv-

ery times for appliances, arranging for new 

driveways, sheds and more. At each meet-

ing, delegates would report their findings 

and make decisions needed to move the 

project forward. Soon, every house had 

been renovated and sold. 

“That was a huge, huge, huge success,” 

Eileen recalls. 

The group went on to totally renovate 

two large houses in Manchester, one on 

Adams Street and one on Knighton 

Street, using the same approach. They 

were involved in an advisory capacity in 

Orford Village, on Manchester’s west 

side. Now, they are exploring funding 

sources in hopes of leading the effort to 

rehab all the senior-housing units on 

North Elm Street. 

Volunteers Needed 

Eileen has been St. Mary’s delegate to 

MIC from its founding. Her late hus-

band, Paul, was in-

volved in MISAC 

and, she says, “He 

thought it would be 

great if I got in-

volved. Each faith 

community is enti-

tled to two delegates, 

and Eileen hopes 

other parishioners 

will come forward to 

serve with the group 

so it can undertake 

additional projects. 

She says the work is 

rewarding, because 

homeownership im-

proves people’s self-

esteem and their standing in the 

community. 

“We’ve provided opportunities to low- 

and moderate-income people to be-

come homeowners, and I think that’s 

absolutely terrific,” Eileen says. 

St. Mary’s in the Community 

One of the houses on Faith Circle. (Photo: Zillow) 
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A Dog-Walker’s Doxology 
By Mary Covello 

Many of you know that I have recently 

adopted a new puppy into our family. It is 

quite a wonderful adventure, but it has up-

ended my usual routines, including my spir-

itual practices, which have kept me so even 

during the COVID pandemic. One spiritual 

practice that I have benefitted from in the 

past is regular meetings with a Spiritual 

Director, or Spiritual Companion. When my 

previous director moved out of state, I was 

at a loss to find another one and then the 

pandemic happened. I now have the good 

fortune to be meeting with a director that I 

got in touch with through the Spiritual Life 

Center in West Hartford. During our most 

recent meeting I was bemoaning the nega-

tive impact my little puppy had on my pray-

er life. She suggested a dog-walking as med-

itation. I was speechless for a moment. 

Clearly, she had not met my dog. When we 

go for walks it is anything but meditative. I 

am constantly assessing, rewarding and 

correcting her behavior. It’s a game of tug 

here, pull there and sniff back there. 

But on mulling it over, it came to me that, 

indeed, my puppy has as much to teach me 

as I have to teach her. Dogs can teach us 

a lot about loyalty, and about sincere 

affection. But I think the single best thing 

that a dog can teach us is to Be Here 

Now, not mulling over past mistakes or 

hurts, not worrying about the future. 

They are supremely talented at just being 

with you. As I was mulling this over on 

one of my recent walks, I actually found 

myself singing to her. What was I sing-

ing?  A Dog Walkers Doxology:* 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him all creatures here below 

Praise Him above you heavenly host 

Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

Praise earth as all its scents unfold 

Praise clear blue sky and sun of gold 

Praise birdsong and its sweet refrain 

Praise cool refreshing summer rain 

 

Praise paths that wind through woods 

and fields 

Praise streams and ponds refreshment 

yields 

Praise friends we meet along the trail 

Praise shiny eyes and wagging tail 

 

O God you know our days are short 

Much too soon our friends depart 

Teach me to cherish here and now 

As we before your glory bow. 

The Northeast Region Leadership                

Team Wants YOU 
By Maggie Breen 

Are you curious about what is happening 

around the NE Region? Would you like to 

join a team who work together to create op-

portunities around the Region? Are you curi-

ous about what the Region Leadership Team 

is?  Good news! All this and more can be 

found out! The NE Region Leadership Team 

is hosting an OPEN MEETING on Sept. 21 at 

7 pm (on Zoom) and you are invited to join 

us.  See how a meeting is run, meet some of 

the team, and ask questions. You do not 

have to come to the open meeting to 

join the Region Leadership Team. If 

you are interested in joining our team, please 

email Maggie at 

mbreen@episcopalct.org. New team 

members will begin meeting with us in 

October or November of 2021. 

A little background information: The NE 

Region Leadership Team was originally 

started in 2017 when The Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut formed six Re-

gions (recently consolidated into three).  

Since then, we’ve brought together more 

than 20 people from across the Region to 

collaborate, celebrate, plan, and pray 

together. We listen for what is happening 

and what could be happening around the 

Region.  We support each other and 

dwell in sacred stories together.  We 

currently meet monthly, on the third 

Tuesday of the month, for 90 minutes 

via Zoom.  If you would like more infor-

mation, please contact me at 

mbreen@episcopalct.org. 

To join the September Northeast Region 

Leadership Team meeting on Sept. 21 at 

7 pm, use the Zoom link: https://

episcopalct.zoom.us/j/89782768542. 

 

*Verse 1 is from hymn 380 in the 

Hymnal. Verses 2 through 4 com-

posed by Mary Covello. 

Mary’s puppy, Lola 
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God cooks; we share the feast. 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

 

Please watch your weekly emails (or postal mailings) for 

information about worship.  

 

• 9 am, Holy Eucharist in St. Mary’s sanctuary beginning Aug. 1, 

2021. Service livestreamed on our YouTube channel. 

 

• 7:30 pm, Compline (via Zoom) on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays. 

 

Restoration Work Continues 
By Randy Brown 

We are continuing to focus on masonry repairs 

on the front of the church. This year it's the area 

of the east entry into the narthex. This is the 

most convenient entrance from the church park-

ing lot. It has been a chronic trouble spot for 

years. Like last year's project, the issue is water 

intrusion into the masonry that is causing the 

deterioration. Colonial Masonry, the company 

that performed the work on the bell tower last 

year, will be doing this project for us. The fund-

ing for the work will again be coming from the 

Haugh bequest. The anticipated start date is mid-

August and will likely take three to four weeks to 

complete. 

Celebrating St. 

Mary’s Day 

The feast of St. Mary, the 

patron saint of our 

church, is Sunday, Aug. 

15. Watch the weekly e-

news for information on 

how we will celebrate this 

special day! 

Camp Washington 

Teen Camp 

Campers at the weeklong 

camp in July included 

Eileen Christensen’s 

grandson Corey Chris-

tensen (at far left), Rev. 

Ann’s son, Muse (in 

white hat) and Muse’s 

North Carolina friend 

Daniel Catlett (in red 

shorts). 

 

Parish Register 

Updates 

Deaths 

Jane R. Pastel  

6/30/2021 

 

John F. Kunz 

7/3/2021 

 

 


