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Permanent Worship
Schedule Announced

Happenings

Newsletter of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Manchester, CT

By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy
Johnson

The Vestry reached consensus at its Nov. 20 meeting to
make the current 7:30 and 9
a.m. worship schedule our
official, permanent schedule. These have been our
worship times throughout
the fall under our “Shared
Music Experiment” with
Concordia Lutheran Church,
which comes to its conclusion at the end of December.
The 7:30 and 9 a.m. service
times apply to summer worship also.

The music experiment has
given us an opportunity to
"try on" the 9 a.m. worship
time for a stretch. While the
earlier time is less desirable
for the Senior Choir, it has
been well received by most,
and is working well for families, Sunday School, Altar
Guild, and the Adult Forum.
Our Regional Confirmation
Program was designed to
work with this earlier time
in order to combine classes
with St. John's in Vernon.
This has become a rich collaboration, with 14 students

from the two churches preparing for confirmation.
There is a strong desire on
the part of St. Mary's and
Concordia to continue to
share music together even
though we will not be hiring an organist together. At
this time, plans are not
certain for Senior Choir for
January, given that the
Vestry is not yet ready to
consider hiring, and the
budget for 2019 is still being prepared. For January
(Continued on p. 2)

Annual Giving Campaign Update
By Mechelle OlOrtegui



160 forms mailed

We are in
the home
stretch of
our
Reaching
Hands
giving
campaign, trying to close by
Dec. 9. This will allow the Finance Committee to have a
projected 2019 budget before
Christmas. We need YOUR
help to accomplish this.
Here is where we are at press
time:



As of Nov. 17, seven forms
were returned for the
week. In total, 108, or 68
percent, returned.



Total amount pledged
through returned forms:
$225,112.



Last year at this time, 14
forms for the week and an
overall total of 110 returned totaling $203,778.
So this year’s total to date
is very encouraging.
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Also heartening: 55 of
the pledges this fall reflect increases!



Still, last year’s pledges
totaled $256,898 so we
still have $31,000 to go.

If you have not yet returned
your pledge form, please do so
soon. And thanks again to all
who have already returned a
pledge form.
The Stewardship Committee – Mechelle, Harry
and Beth

Good Progress on 33 Park Street
By Joy Dorin
Editor’s Note: St. Mary’s owns an adjacent
property, 33 Park Street. For several months,
the Vestry and Finance Committee have been
working to determine the best course of action
with regard to the property. This update follows the Nov. 20 Vestry meeting.

After many conversations with town officials, realtors, appraisers and property
managers, it’s clear that the best course of
action for St. Mary’s is to keep 33 Park

Street, renovate it and rent it with the
help of a property manager. To that end,
we have started to work with John Zimmer, a local property manager who owns/
manages multiple properties throughout
town. Randy Brown, Gene Marinelli and
Joy Dorin met with John in early November for a walk-through of the property,
and we’ve agreed on the work that needs
to be done. John will complete the work
in the winter, and we will be ready to

market the property as a single-family
home in late winter/early spring.
We are excited about starting the work.
The property is desirable – it has large
rooms, beautiful hardwood floors and
molding, and it’s convenient to downtown, schools and public transportation.
We look forward to meeting the new tenants!

United Thank Offering Fall Ingathering
The Fall United Thank Offering Ingathering of the Episcopal Church
Women of Connecticut was held at St. Mary’s on Thursday, Nov. 1. Bishop Laura Ahrens celebrated the Eucharist and preached. St. Mary’s contribution to the Ingathering was presented to Bishop Ahrens by Beth
Bickley (photo at right). The service was followed by a luncheon and a
program featuring the Rev. Deacon Ellen Adams from St. James’ Episcopal Church, New London, speaking about her church’s receiving this
year’s United Thank Offering grant.

Permanent Worship Schedule (Continued from p. 1)
and February, John Anderson will return
to be on the organ bench. John was with
us in September and October as part of the
shared music experiment.
The Vestry appreciates the opportunity we
have had through this experiment to listen
to one another and to work together with
our Concordia neighbors. That has been
the biggest blessing of this "try-on" with
Concordia—listening and nurturing our
relationships with each other.
The Vestry also decided to adopt a new,
consistent pattern of having a single, combined service on any Sunday that is the
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fifth Sunday of the month. On fifth Sundays and for the Annual Meeting, we will
have only one service, which will be at 9
a.m. On those occasions, we will worship
together as one, united St. Mary’s. Each
occasion will be special, with an activity
or program for all ages, a shared meal or
something else that is fun and engaging
and will help us enjoy being together.
We are confident that creating this new
pattern will make it easier to communicate our worship schedule and will reduce the number of changes.

in Advent, we will have one service, at 9
a.m., on:



Dec. 30, 2018



Jan. 27, 2019 (Annual Meeting)



March 31, 2019



June 30, 2019



Sept. 29, 2019

The Vestry looks forward to these times
when we will all be together for worship.

For the new Church Year, which begins

Happenings

Christmas Seasonal Sharing Is Underway
By Sarah Tierinni

We have just completed another successful Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing and
now we will turn around and do it all over
again for Christmas. We are seeking donations of nonperishable food items. We
are responsible for 26 families, with the
chance of picking up a few more in the
upcoming weeks. Here are the important
dates to mark on your calendar.

Produce Sunday: Dec. 9 (donations of
fresh produce)
Saturday Packing: Dec. 15 (8 a.m. in
Neill Hall)
Delivery Sunday: Dec. 16 (after 9 a.m.
service)

ways, monetary donations are accepted
and will be used for purchasing eggs,
butter, cheese, milk and bread and to
buy gifts for any tags (see below) that
are not taken. Please remember that
Seasonal Sharing delivery will go on no
matter what type of weather is outside,
so please come and help us on that day.

There are sign-up sheets in the narthex for
donations of hams and chickens. As al-

Christmas Seasonal Sharing Gift Tags
The gift tags are up, and we are urging every parishioner to participate. There are trees in both the narthex and Anderson Hall. As a church, we are responsible for providing about 140 people with gifts for Christmas.
Important: When taking a tag, make sure you sign up. First, find the family number (top right corner of tag), then
look down the list for the family member (e.g., Girl, Age 2). Just sign your name and phone number, and you are ready
to shop (ideally choose two gifts from the list of suggestions).
Here’s a sample tag:

#14
Girl, Age 2
Size 2T (pink)
- Snowsuit or coat
-Books (likes Paw Patrol)

Return gift(s) wrapped and with tag tied to the outside. Please put a gift receipt in the box in case our sizes were
incorrect. All gifts must be returned by noon on Saturday, Dec.15. To make it easier, whenever you have the
gift wrapped, just drop it off in the office or at one of Seasonal Sharing boxes in the church!

Thanksgiving Eve Service
St. Mary’s collaborated with Concordia Lutheran
Church and Emanuel Lutheran Church to offer a
Thanksgiving Eve service on Nov. 21. Those leading the liturgy were (from left) Eileen Christensen, St. Mary’s; Mark Winzler, Deacon, Concordia; Karen Fedorchak, Deacon Emeritus, St.
Mary’s; Andrea Burr, St. Mary’s; the Rev. Ann
Lovejoy Johnson, St. Mary’s; and the Rev. Maria
Hammons, Emanuel Lutheran.
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Advent and Christmas Worship
Christmas at St. Mary’s

Celebrate the wonder, joy and beauty of
Advent and Christmas by worshipping in
community. Here are services to keep in
mind.

On Christmas Eve, Monday, Dec. 24, St.
Mary’s will have its traditional Christmas
Pageant at 4 p.m. A candlelight service of
Holy Eucharist will be held that evening
beginning at 11 p.m.

Lessons and Carols
On Sunday, Dec. 2, at 4 p.m., Concordia
Lutheran Church will offer an ecumenical
Service of Lessons and Carols for Adventide. All are invited to attend the service,
which also celebrates the opening of Concordia’s 125th anniversary. A festive reception will follow.

On Christmas Day, there will be a said
service of Holy Eucharist at 10 a.m.

Consider Memorial Flower Donation
By Jean Kelsey

Flower memorials are a wonderful
way to remember those who are no
longer with us. A monetary donation
of any amount ($25 to start is a suggestion) will allow the altar guild flower arranger to order cut flowers from
the florist and arrange them in vases
for the Sunday services or holy days.
Please consider donating to the Altar
Guild Flower Fund. Complete the
form at right and return it to the
church office with your check.
If you have questions, please call me
at 860.643.5718

DONATION FORM FOR MEMORIAL FLOWERS

Enclosed is a special gift to help decorate the Church on Christmas or Easter
Please remember the following person(s) in the prayers.

CHRISTMAS $ __________

EASTER $ ___________

Person(s) to be remembered:
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

Given by:
_____________________________________________________
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Annual Giving Campaign — How St. Mary’s is . . .

Crafting Items That Comfort Others
A “Ministry Minute” presented by
Donna Indomenico

God created the world for us, and all
that is part of his creation belongs to
God and we, each one of us, are stewards, caretakers, care providers for all
that is in God's world.
A quote from the 2019 Annual Giving
Campaign, Reaching Hands, says it so
well. Stewardship is all that we do with
all that we have after we say we believe.
We respond gracefully to His generosity
by giving back our time, our talent and
our financial responsibility each and
every day.
I speak today of our Creative Caring
Hands group here at St. Mary's. Each
Thursday, 12 ladies, mostly from our

church but others from our community,
meet to knit and crochet items to be donated to God's children we will probably never
meet. Baby afghans and hats are donated
to the Manchester Memorial Hospital
Birthing Center. These will be distributed
to infants born at MMH—a joyful gift to
new parents on the arrival of their newborn child. Our group delivered 96 handcrafted items this year.

women are ashore, providing food and
shelter before they go back to sea. Christmas at Sea is a special project of the Seaman's Institute. Each Christmas it provides warm hats and scarves to the mariners. Over 23,000 hand-knit items were
dispersed to the mariners in one year.

We also knit and crochet warm scarves,
hats and cowls for mariners who serve
aboard ships carrying goods and products
for worldwide markets. These men and
women are on board ship for months or
even years at a time, away from family and
home. The Seamen's Institute, an Episcopalian affiliate since the late 1800s, provides a safe place when these men and

I speak of our Creative Caring Hands
group in terms of what we create, but the
most important aspect of our group is the
warm fellowship we share as stewards of
God in our world, sharing our time and
our talent joyfully.

Our Creative Caring Hands group will
have sent 89 hand-made items this year.

Annual Giving Campaign — How St. Mary’s is . . .

Caring for Community
A “Ministry Minute” presented by
Andrea Burr

Gratitude—that’s the word on my heart
this morning. Even as we are shaken by
the tragic events in Pittsburgh. Grateful
I can be with all of you in thought and
prayer. Yesterday Barbara Welchman,
Ann, and I, your Convention Delegates,
along with at least 500 other CT Episcopalians engaged in a day of rich conversation, listening, worship, and yes,
work—discerning where God is calling
us at the parish level and in the wider
community. It was a busy, full day that
came to a close at 4:30 with prayer and
silent reflection. At the end of the quiet
time we were asked to say aloud one
word that came to mind—and the word
for many, including our bishops, was
“gratitude.”
Thank you, God, for the hands and
hearts of this parish, for this communi-
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ty where we come together to offer you
praise and thanksgiving, where we come
together to grieve, comfort and support
one another, where we come together to
celebrate our new life in you, and where
we come together to be fed and nourished
to go out and do the work you have given
us to do—to be the hands and feet of Jesus—together—not alone.
Reaching hands—and listening hearts.
That’s the work of our Caring Committee—an organic, loosely organized group
that continues to evolve as we listen and
respond with Ann to the needs of our parishioners who are unable to worship with
us—to be here with us—due to illness or
other circumstances and limitations.
Some of the caring folks make monthly
communion visits—visits so looked forward to. Others send birthday, get well,
and thinking-of-you cards; some make
phone calls, mail bulletins or drop one off

with a visit after Sunday worship; others
deliver altar flowers and the Christmas
and Easter plants—all kinds of ways—
known and unknown— with which we
reach out and connect with each other
through God’s love. Spiritual lifelines I
call them.
When we gather monthly to share about
visits and connections made, I am always
moved by the power of our stories. How
listening, hearing, and sitting with
someone’s loneliness and grief, their worries and anxieties, their joys and dreams
can connect with our own lives, can build
sacred relationships, even breakdown barriers, and refresh each other’s hope.
It’s always as much—if not more— about
what we receive than what we give.
(Continued on p. 6)
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Caring for Community (Continued from p. 5)
I was reminded yesterday of an experience
during our engagement with Partnership
for Missional Church. Two groups of two
walked the neighborhood around the
church. We knocked on doors, and if someone answered, we introduced ourselves
and asked if they would like us to pray for
them or any of their loved ones. That was
all.

one young man who answered the door
after we’d begun to walk away. He apologized for not getting to the door sooner, then asked what we wanted. We
simply said, “Is there anyone you would
like us to pray for?” There was little
hesitation. He answered, “Oh, yes, my
wife who is very sick, and my mother-in
-law. Please pray for them. Thank you.”

I can tell you I was not eager to sign on for
this mission. I began the walk with trepidation. I had never walked the neighborhood.
What would people think when we
knocked on their doors? Lo and behold, no
one shut the door in our face. We received
some polite “No, thank you’s” and some
requests for prayer. I remember vividly

After we finished our walk, we gathered
back in our chapel, shared our experiences, placed the prayer requests we’d
been given in a basket and lifted them
all up in prayer.



We are connected to one another in
our prayers for one another.



We meet God in the midst of our
fears, along unfamiliar paths.



God is there, cheering us on, opening
the door for us, inviting us in.



And so yes, gratitude is the word that
is on my heart this morning.

Thanks be to God and to all of you!

That experience was transformational
for me.

Annual Giving Campaign — How St. Mary’s Is …

Reaching Hands to Others: FUN FACTS
By Mechelle OlOrtegui

Here are some quick statistics that give a sense of the impact St. Mary’s has within the church and in the wider community.

Peace by Piece Quilters
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

When did they get started? 2007
How many time a year do they meet? 8
How long are their meetings? 6 hours
How many pocket squares have they already made in 2018? 102
How many projects have been completed this year? 16
Since 2015, how many quilted projects have been completed? 121

Creative Caring Hands
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

How many women make up the Creative Caring Hand group? 12
To what organization does the group donate baby afghans and hats? Manchester Memorial Hospital Birthing Center
How many hand-crafted items were delivered this year? 96
What other group benefits from the hand-crafted items the CCH group makes? The Seaman’s Church Institute’s Christmas at Sea initiative (See Donna Indomenico’s “Ministry Minute” for more information.)
How many knitted items did the CCH group send to mariners this year? 89
(Continued on p. 7)
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FUN FACTS (Continued from p. 6)
Rector Ann Lovejoy Johnson’s Outreach
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

In an average month, how many pastoral visits does Ann make? 11
Of those, how many are home visits/home communions? 3
How many are hospital visits? 4
How many are visits at another location or at the office? 6
On average, how many folks visit with Ann during each Silk City "Office Hours"? 3 to 4
On any given day at our monthly services at the Manor and the Arbors, how many people attend? 32
At Morning Prayer at Manchester Manor each month, how many people attend? 20-25
Overall, how many people does Ann look in on, call, visit, or otherwise reach out to each month? (These are mostly either homebound or have limited ability to get out, or are currently ill) 30
How many hours does Ann spend on the phone checking in on people? 7-8 hours on average

Seasonal Sharing Statistics
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is the greatest number of families St. Mary’s ever supported through Seasonal Sharing? 55 in 2007
How many pounds of produce are given out per family at Thanksgiving or Christmas? – 20 lbs.
What type of box do we pack our food baskets into? (Hint: Donated by a local produce department) Banana boxes
Approximately how many years has Seasonal Sharing been a ministry at St Mary's? - Over 30
On average, how many families does Seasonal Sharing help at Thanksgiving and Christmas? 30 for each holiday
Over the 30 years of Seasonal Sharing, how many total pounds of produce have we given out? 36,000 (About 1,200 lbs. of produce each year)
7. What types of produce do the families receive? Apples, oranges, bananas, pears, carrots, potatoes and onions
8. What are the three types of meat (protein) we offer families to choose from for Christmas? Ham, turkey, chicken
9. How many boxes of food do we deliver to families for Christmas and Thanksgiving? 240
10. What is in the truck that is parked outside on delivery day that everyone must stop at before delivering a food basket? Milk

MACC Manager Outlines Outreach to Help the
Homeless
Information provided by Deacon
Emeritus Karen Fedorchak

Shannon Baldassario, Community Outreach Services Manager for MACC Charities, addressed the Nov. 1 meeting of the
Manchester Community Services Council. She discussed MACC services aimed
at helping Manchester residents who are
homeless or in danger of becoming
homeless. Some highlights:
Shannon and other MACC employees
engage with people on the streets who
appear to be homeless or in need of assistance. They track down people referred to MACC and explain the services
available.
Every Wednesday, MACC offers showers,
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hygiene products, clean towels and clothing and laundry services. They set homeless people up with the 211 phone system. The 211 network assesses people for
shelter placement, determining who has
the highest priority (like families with
children) and finding them shelter first.
Other people will be put on the waiting
list.
MACC helps with security deposits for
rental units. Staff do assessments to see
what other services a client may need,
such as mental health or substance abuse
treatment.
MACC provides a free lunch from 11:30
to 12:45.
Staff follow up with clients they don’t

hear back from.
Some of their clients choose to remain
homeless, maybe because of substance abuse
problems that they don’t want treatment for.
For people at risk of becoming homeless,
MACC pays for oil deliveries, electric bills
and other emergency support.
They engage with the public schools when
families in need are brought to their attention.
Journey Home provides hotel rooms for
people who can’t find shelter space.
MACC also provides bus passes and gift
cards for food that people can use when going to their shelter assistance appointments.
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Visitors are always welcome!
Worship Schedule

St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church
41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Phone: 860-649-4583
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org
God cooks;
we share the feast!

Sundays
7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (except on the fifth Sunday of any month, when we
have a single, 9 a.m. service)
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist (with music)
Christian Formation classes following the 9 a.m. service
Tuesdays
7 p.m. Evening Prayer
Wednesdays
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer
The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 9 a.m.
service. The youth of the church take a special role in the service.

Above, left: Bishop Laura Ahrens (in orange hat), who ran the
Thanksgiving Day Road Race, snaps a selfie with parishioners
William and Donna Auden, who spearhead arrangements to open
St. Mary’s Neill Hall on race day so runners can warm up, use lavatories and enjoy a beverage.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING? Use AmazonSmile! Every purchase
helps support St. Mary’s missions.

Above, right: Seven-year-old Henry Stone, left, and his eight-yearold brother Jack Stone came to help get Seasonal Sharing baskets
ready for delivery.

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to St. Mary’s.
Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR
AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.
Your login and password are the same.
Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into
www.smile.amazon.com
Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details
860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

Parish Register Updates
Burials
Rita H. Davidson, Nov. 15, 2018

