
Celebrating the Joy of  
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A joyous season of the Chris-

tian year begins on Dec. 1, 

with the First Sunday of Ad-

vent. Throughout the season, 

we will look forward to com-

memorating Jesus’s coming 

into the world on Christmas. 

Advent is a busy time at St. 

Mary’s. Here are some of the 

activities taking place: 

Advent Lessons and    

Carols 

On Sunday, Dec. 15, at 4 pm 

St. Mary’s, Concordia Luther-

an Church and Emanuel Lu-

theran Church will offer a 

festive service of Advent Les-

sons and Carols here at St. 

Mary’s. It will feature the 

combined choirs of the three 

churches, led by Dr. Jun Lee, 

director of music at Emanuel. 

“The service will include 

scripture readings and hymns 

to help us open our hearts as 

we await the coming of 

Christ,” says St. Mary’s Rector 

the Rev. Ann Lovejoy John-

son. 

The program is free, and all 

are welcome. Please come — 

and bring family and friends! 

Christmas in New        

England Fair 

If you like Christmas cookies, 

unique craft items, holiday 

treasures, homemade baked 

goodies, clever theme baskets 

and more, you’ll want to be 

sure to come to St. Mary’s 

Christmas in New England 

Fair. This festive event will be 

held on Saturday, Dec. 14, 

from  9 am to noon, primarily 

in St. Mary’s Anderson Hall. 

Admission is free, but a dona-

tion of a non-perishable food 

item for MACC Food Pantry 

would be greatly appreciated. 

Come enjoy the magic of 

Christmas plus support our 

community this holiday sea-

son. Everyone’s welcome! 

St. Mary’s parishioner Beth 

Bickley, who’s spearheading 

the fair, invites everyone in 

the St. Mary’s community to 

pitch in. If you can donate 

Christmas cookies, baked 

goods or theme baskets—

or help out before, during 

or after the fair—please 

contact Beth at 

860.643.1471 or sign up 

in the narthex. 

Christmas Seasonal  

Sharing 

St. Mary’s has committed to 

providing Christmas dinners 

and gifts to 28 Manchester 

families, and your donations 

are critical. For details, 

please see p. 4. 

Christmas Services 

Tuesday, Dec. 24, Christmas 

Eve:  

 4 pm—Pageant 

 11 pm — Candlelight 

Service of Holy Eucha-

rist 

Wednesday, Dec. 25, Christ-

mas Day: 

 10 am—Said service 

Sunday, Dec. 29, First Sun-

day of Christmas:  

 10 am—Joint service 

(St. Mary’s, Concordia, 

Emanuel) at Concordia. 

Service will be Lessons 

and Carols for the Sea-

son of Christmas. All 

are invited to bring a 

dozen favorite Christ-

mas cookies to share 

after the service. 
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Finance Committee Monthly Update 
By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

Financial Summary, October 2019 – Operating Statement   

 

In comparison to September’s results: 

Income decreased – primarily due to a decrease in pledge income attributable to October having four Sunday vs. September with five.  

Expenses decreased – with regard to salary and salary-related expenses, the clergy pension was not paid in October, which will show as 

a double payment in November’s reports, and there were no or minimal expenses for a sexton and musicians. Mitigating this 

decrease were increases in office expenses and utilities. 

For October, net result for the month was a deficit of $3,472.  

Year-to-date, the operating budget is running a deficit of $7,728 vs. a deficit of $18,565 last year at this time. As mentioned in previous 

months’ summaries, the difference can be explained in part by the use of a portion of an unexpected and non-recurring bequest and an 

unexpected and non-recurring gift, and also in greater than projected levels of pledge income, parish function receipts and building use.     

  Prior 
Month- 

September 

Current Month- 

October 

Year-to-Date 

(10 months, 
83% of the 
year) 

2019 Budget Year-to-Date 
% of Budget 

Total Income $26,633 $22,573 $292,132 $306,840 95% 

Total            
Expenses 

$27,732 $26,045 $299,861 $378,055 79% 

Net Gain 
(Loss) 

($1,099) ($3,472) ($7,728) ($71,215) 11% 

 

St. Mary’s Stewardship Campaign 

 

Join us for the WRAP-UP on Dec. 8. 

 

Breakfast will be served after both  services. 

 

Please return your completed pledge certifi-

cate on or before Dec. 8. 

2020                 

Stewardship 

Campaign        

Concludes Dec. 8 
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Exploring the Way of Love 

Spiritual Practices of Prayer 

By Mary Covello 

Editor’s note: The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, the 

presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, has a 

new vision called “The Way of Love—Practices 

for a Jesus-Centered Life.” See https://

www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love. Mary 

Covello is leading the formation of a Way 

of Love group at St. Mary’s beginning in 

December (see below). For several months, 

she has been providing an article about one as-

pect of The Way of Love in each issue of 

“Happenings.” 

One of the best things that we can do each 

day is to take a few minutes to dwell inten-

tionally with God.  Jesus teaches us to come 

before God with humble hearts, offering 

thanksgiving, lifting up our concerns and 

making a space for God’s voice to speak to 

us. Every time we pray we are responding to 

the continual invitation from God to connect 

with something bigger than ourselves. The 

Episcopal Church has a beautiful and rich 

tradition of praying the Daily Office in the 

Book of Common Prayer.  Specific pray-

ers, canticles, bible passages and psalms 

are indicated for Morning Prayer, Prayers 

for Noonday, Evening Prayer and Com-

pline.  I was surprised to find YouTube 

videos explaining the history of the Daily 

Office and a “how-to” explanation for 

those who find opening the BCP to pray a 

daily office a little confusing.   

There is also rich refreshment available 

to you with the practice of centering 

prayer or contemplation. In this practice 

you choose a sacred word and find a qui-

et place for 20 minutes. As you sit quietly 

you notice each thought as it comes up, 

and let each thought go, returning to 

your sacred word. This sounds almost too 

simple to be a “good” prayer but I can 

speak through personal experience that it 

can offer rich benefits in your life. Expe-

rienced practitioners report the time be-

tween each thought gets longer and long-

er, giving you a state of objectless aware-

ness. In other words, it gives you a time 

when God can speak to you. There are 

so many forms of prayer—gratitude 

practices, walking meditation, sponta-

neous prayer—each one an invitation 

from God to enter into relationship 

with Him. 

“The Way of Love” Is Coming to St. Mary’s 
By Mary Covello 

The nine-week curriculum of the Way of 

Love is starting at St. Mary’s on Dec. 15 

as part of the Adult Forum. Andrea Burr 

and I will be co-facilitators. In this nine-

week program we will spend the first 

week discussing a rule of life, and the 

next seven weeks discussing each of the 

spiritual practices: Turn, Learn, Pray, 

Worship, Bless, Go and Rest.  

 December 15: What is a Rule of 

Life? 

 December 22: Turn 

 January 12:  Learn 

 January 19: Pray 

 January 26:  Worship 

 February 2: Bless 

 February 9:  Go  

 February 16: Rest 

 February 23: Living the Way of 

Love 

The Adult Forum is held each Sun-

day at 10:15 am in the Guild Room. 

All are welcome to take part in the 

upcoming series. If you have ques-

tions or would like more infor-

mation, contact me at 

860.428.0189 or  

mary.covello@gmail.com. 
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Please Support Christmas Seasonal Sharing  

Seasonal Sharing Food Collection 

We have just completed another successful Thanksgiving 

Seasonal Sharing and now we will turn around and do it all 

over again for Christmas. We are seeking donations of non-

perishable food items and more. We are responsible for 28 

families for Christmas. Here are the important dates to mark 

on your calendar: 

Produce Sunday: Dec. 15 
(donations of fresh produce) 

**** 
Saturday Packing: Dec. 21 

(8 am in Neill Hall) 
**** 

Delivery Sunday: Dec. 22 
(after 9 am service) 

 

There are sign-up sheets for donations of hams and chickens 

in the narthex. As always, monetary donations are accepted 

and will be used for the purchasing of eggs, butter, cheese, 

milk and bread and to buy gifts for any tags that are not tak-

en. Please remember that Seasonal Sharing delivery will go 

on no matter what type of weather is outside, so please come 

and help us on that day.   

—The Seasonal Sharing Committee 

Seasonal Sharing Gift Tags 

The gift tags are up and we are urging every parishioner to partici-

pate. There are trees in both the narthex and Anderson Hall. As a 

church, we are responsible for providing about 154 people with 

gifts for Christmas.  

When taking a tag, make sure you sign up. First, find the family 

number (top right corner of tag), and then look down the list for 

the family member (e.g. Girl Age 2). Just sign your name and 

phone number, and you are ready to shop. Ideally, choose two gifts 

from the list of suggestions. 

Sample Tag: 

 

  

 

Return each gift wrapped and with tag tied to the outside. Please 

put a gift receipt in the box in case our sizes were incorrect.  All 

gifts must be returned by noon on SATURDAY DEC. 21. 

To make it easier, whenever you have the gift wrapped just drop it 

off in the office or at one of Seasonal Sharing Boxes in the church! 

—The Seasonal Sharing Committee 

#14 

Girl, Age 2 

Size 2T (pink) 

  — Snowsuit or coat 

  —Books (Likes Paw Patrol”) 

2020 Events to Note 
You’ll want to mark your calendar for these upcoming 2020 

events! 

Sunday, Jan. 19, 11:15 am — Pot luck brunch at St. Mary’s, 

with guests from Concordia Lutheran Church to thank them for 

their hospitality to us last summer. 

Sunday, Feb. 23, 11:15 am— Concordia has invited everyone 

from St. Mary’s and Emanuel to a Fastnacht celebration. Fast-

nacht is a Germanic tradition that marks the beginning of Lent, 

much like Shrove Tuesday or Mardi Gras. This will include a 

wine/cheese reception, followed by a German dinner—and pos-

sibly a roving accordionist! 

Saturday, May 30 — The Women of St. Mary's and Concordia 

Lutheran Church are having a retreat at Ender's Island Retreat 

Center on Long Island Sound at Mystic, Connecticut. More in-

formation will be coming your way soon!                                                                            

Christmas Memorial Flowers 

Donating memorial flowers for St. Mary’s sanctuary is 

a wonderful way to remember loved ones at Christmas. 

Envelopes for donating Christmas memorial flowers 

are available in the narthex. Just complete the infor-

mation, insert your donation and place the envelope in 

the collection plate or bring it to the office. 

If you’re unable to get to church, simply mail your 

check to the office, along with the names of those you 

wish remembered. 

Donations must be returned to the office by 

Wednesday, Dec. 18 to have your gift listed in 

the Christmas bulletin. 
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Are We Ready? 
 

 

By the Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

The Holy Scriptures, God’s story of salva-

tion, is full of verses we can hold onto in 

times of uncertainty or trouble. In 1 Peter 

3:15, the apostle offers encouragement to 

the faithful of his time: “Always be ready 

to give an explanation to anyone who 

asks for a reason for your hope.” St. Peter 

goes on to teach that gentleness and re-

spect matter, as does a clear conscience. 

And while Peter teaches about “putting 

faith first,” he is also holding out the mes-

sage, “Always be ready.” 

Another three words: Are you ready? 

Ready for what? Ready for hope!  

Sometimes we may question if hope is 

real. Sometimes we may feel like “I will 

never be ready.” How do we make our-

selves ready? Given the enormous 

amount of change that happens around 

us and to us, and how unsettled we can 

become by changes, how do we get to a 

feeling of “always be ready”? Or do we?  

Perhaps we do not feel ready. Perhaps 

readiness is a gift and a commitment, like 

love. Faith sometimes seems to contain 

many contradictions; or at least many 

things coexist in uncomfortable ways, 

such as giving thanks in all circumstanc-

es. That can be tough. Or being hopeful 

when we feel discouraged. Or having a 

positive attitude when we would rather 

complain.  

I wonder if we are ready for the new life 

and new hope that God desires for us. I 

wonder if we are ready to be blessed by 

God’s hope, the hope that God has im-

planted in us. It is a gift. Waiting is a gift. 

Change is a gift. Even grief is a gift. Brave 

conversations, a gift. Tough decisions, a 

gift.  

God continues to bless us, the faith com-

munity that is St Mary’s, with many gifts 

and blessings and with the opportunity to 

ask ourselves, “Are we ready?” 

Ann 

From the Rector 

St. Mary’s Helps Found Social Justice            

Organization 
St. Mary’s is one of 35 religious congregations—

churches, synagogues and mosques—that have come 

together to launch the Greater Hartford Interfaith 

Action Alliance (GHIAA). GHIAA aims to engage 

faith leaders and communities in working together 

on tangible, winnable justice issues across racial, 

geographical, economic and theological divides. 

More than 1,500 people attended GHIAA’s founding 

assembly on Monday, Oct. 28, in New Britain. In 

addition to faith and nonprofit leaders, several 

mayors, General Assembly members and school su-

perintendents were on hand. The organization pre-

sented a slate of initiatives that includes efforts to 

dismantle racism in schools, end the state’s practice 

of seeking repayment of many forms of welfare bene-

fits and establish a charitable pharmacy in the capital 

city. 

St. Mary’s was well-represented at the Oct. 28 kickoff 

by many of those shown at right.  (Photo taken at ECCT 

Convention Worship Oct. 27.) 
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Meeting on Visits to 

Episcopal Churches 

During October and early November, parishioners and vestry 

members visited six local Episcopal churches. The visits were 

aimed at getting a sense of the characteristics of other church-

es and exploring the potential for collaboration. 

On Sunday, Nov. 17, a special parish meeting was held so that 

parishioners could hear what visitors experienced. 

In general, visitors felt welcome at the churches. Several con-

gregations, even small ones, are doing quite a bit of communi-

ty outreach. The churches’ demographics were much like St. 

Mary’s: largely older people with a sprinkling of young families 

and children. Some churches had no children at all. All of the 

churches had physical plants smaller than St. Mary’s sprawling 

campus. Most of the churches have part-time priests and ad-

ministrators. Several churches were open to collaborating with 

St. Mary’s on specific activities, such as community outreach.  

After the presentations on Nov. 17, parishioners had the op-

portunity to write down anything they’d heard that they found 

exciting. 

St. Mary’s vestry is planning to get together with vestries from 

some of the churches to explore those churches’ missions in 

greater depth. 

Churches visited were All Saints’, East Hartford; St. George’s, 

Bolton; St. James’, Glastonbury; St. John’s, Vernon; St. Pe-

ter’s, Hebron; and St. Peter’s, South Windsor. 

Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) 

Northeast Region Events 

All Are Welcome! 

December 2019: 

12/03 - Evening Prayer, St. Mary's, Manchester, 7PM 

12/04 - Healing Prayer & Eucharist, St. Mary's, Manchester, 10AM 

12/05 - NE Region Leadership Team Meeting, St. John's, Vernon, 6PM 

12/05 - Faithful Futures: Preparing for the Worst, The Commons, 6PM - 

click for tickets 

12/06 - NE Region Men's Breakfast, Vernon Diner, 6:30AM 

12/06 - Yoga Retreat @ Camp Washington, 3:30PM - click for tickets 

12/07 - St. Nicholas Christmas Bazaar, St. John's, Vernon, 9AM - 2PM 

12/07 - St. Nicholas Fair with luncheon, St. Peter's, Hebron, 9AM-4PM 

12/07 - Christmas Auction & Pot Luck Dinner, St. George's, Bolton, 5PM 

12/07 - Christmas Fair, All Saints, East Hartford, 9AM-2PM 

12/07 - St. Nicholas Fair, Christ Church, Pomfret, 9AM 

12/07 - Notes Over Storrs Concert, St. Mark's, Storrs, 3PM 

12/08 - Blue Christmas in recognition of grief, St. Peter's, Hebron, 8AM 

and 10AM 

12/08 - St. Nicholas Christmas Bazaar, St. John's, Vernon, 9AM-2PM 

12/08 - Family Advent Day @ Camp Washington, 2PM - click for tickets 

12/10 - Evening Prayer, St. Mary's, Manchester, 7PM 

12/11 - Community Coffee, St. Peter's, Hebron, 10AM 

12/11 - Healing Prayer & Eucharist, St. Mary's, Manchester, 10AM 

12/13 - Lessons & Carols, St. Mark's, Storrs, 7PM 

12/13 - Night Hike & Campfire, Last Green Valley Event, 6PM - click for 

details 

12/14 - Christmas in New England Fair, St. Mary's, Manchester, 9AM-

12PM 

12/15 - Tree of Life Celebration, St. John's, Vernon, 5PM 

12/15 - Living Nativity Pageant, Beacon Woods Stables, South Glaston-

bury, 3PM 

12/15 - Blue Slope Winter Wagon Rides, Last Green Valley Event, 1PM - 

click for details 

12/17 - Evening Prayer, St. Mary's, Manchester, 7PM 

12/18 - Healing Prayer & Eucharist, St. Mary's, Manchester, 10AM 

12/18 - Community Coffee, St. Peter's, Hebron, 10AM 

12/20 - Caroling at St. Mark's, Storrs, 1PM 

12/21 - Lessons & Carols, Old Trinity, Brooklyn, 4:30PM 

12/22 - Christmas Pageant, St. Peter's, Hebron, 10AM 

12/29 - Lessons & Carols, St. Peter's, Hebron, 9AM 

  

January 2020: 

01/03 - NE Region Men's Breakfast, Vernon Diner, 6:30AM 

01/08 - Community Coffee, St. Peter's, Hebron, 10AM 

01/09 - TEC Carbon Tracker "How-To", St. John's, Vernon 

01/15 - Community Coffee, St. Peter's, Hebron, 10AM 

01/17 - Teen Youth Retreat @ Camp Washington, 6PM - click for tickets & 

details 

01/22 - Community Coffee, St. Peter's, Hebron, 10AM 

01/28 - Evening With The Bishops: Northern Regions Parishes Without 

Clergy, The Commons, 6PM - click for details & registration 

01/29 - Community Coffee, St. Peter's, Hebron, 10AM 

A Meditation 

“For any who have been praying for strength to get 

through these troubled days, let me offer this small vision 

to carry you through until a brighter tomorrow, whenever 

tomorrow may be: close your eyes and open your heart, 

then speak to the Spirit as she glides above you, her great 

wings widespread to hold back the chilling wind, her eyes 

bright as firelight, her voice a gentle power older than the 

night. Speak to the Spirit and she will hear you, even in 

your silence she will hear you, and when she speaks back 

time will not move, and your fear will fall like leaves, and 

your spirit will be lifted up, and you will be made ready 

again: ready for any tomorrow, whatever tomorrow may 

be.” 

 — The Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston 

Submitted by Deacon Emeritus Karen Fedorchak  
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of Operations. He spent a total of three 

years in the Army. When the war in Europe 

ended on May 8, 1945—known as VE Day, 

for Victory in Europe—George and his unit 

were in Dresden, Germany, where they met 

Russian Army soldiers. Even though they 

couldn’t speak each other’s languages, the 

soldiers celebrated together the long war’s 

end. 

Active Life at St. Mary’s 

After the war, George returned home to 

Manchester and accepted a position at the 

Aetna. He was to enjoy a 40-year career at 

the company, working in positions that 

included underwriting and pension admin-

istration. His two sons, Bob and David, 

grew up at St. Mary’s. They attended Sun-

day school, were confirmed, participated in 

the annual Christmas pageant, joined Boy 

Scout Troop 27 (current parishioner Bill 

Auden’s father was scoutmaster) and at-

tended Camp Washington. 

Continued on p. 8 (Roots in St. Mary’s) 

 

roots in Northern Ireland. His grandparents 

were Turkingtons, and there were quite a few 

families with names such as Ford, Kennedy 

and McGowan. 

From High School to U.S. Army 

George has fond memories of his years at 

Manchester High School. He participated in 

several sports and especially enjoyed playing 

baseball. To this day, he keeps up with pro-

fessional baseball. Of baseball’s World Series, 

he says, “I always enjoy it, no matter who’s 

playing.” George’s 1942 gradu-

ating class was the largest ever 

to date, with 404 students. 

Graduation was held at Main 

Street’s State Theater, now the 

Full Gospel Interdenomina-

tional Church. 

After graduation, George—

carrying with him the Prayer 

Book for Soldiers and Sailors 

he’d received from St. Mary’s—

served overseas with the U.S. 

Third Army, serving as a medic 

in WWII’s European Theater 

His Roots Lie Deep in St. Mary’s 
By Andrea Burr and Noreen Kirk 

George Evans still treasures a slim, brown 

prayer book St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

presented to him in 1942. He had recently 

graduated from Manchester High School 

and, like countless young men of his age, 

was headed to Europe to fight for his coun-

try in World War II. By the time George 

received this meaningful gift, St. Mary’s had 

already been a big part of his life, and it has 

continued to be for more than 80 years.   

George was baptized at St. Mary’s in 1925 

by then-rector the Rev. James Stuart Neill. 

What is today the Williams Building was the 

rectory then, and George’s baptism was 

performed there, which was the custom at 

the time. George’s mother, born Georgiana 

Lennon, also had been baptized at St. 

Mary’s, in 1902. 

George’s father worked at the Cheney Mills, 

and the family lived on High St. One of 

George’s earliest memories is walking to 

Sunday school at St. Mary’s with his friend 

Edwin McNally. Sunday school for young-

sters was held in the Parish Hall (now An-

derson Hall), while classes for high school 

students were held in the church. At age 13, 

George was confirmed at St. Mary’s. Chil-

dren preparing for confirmation attended 

catechism classes on Saturdays. 

Many St. Mary’s families, like George’s, had 

People’s History Project 

Above, George today and the cover and first page of the prayer book pre-

sented to him in 1942. The book is inscribed to George by the Rev. Alfred 

Williams and the curate at the time. 



Roots in St. Mary’s (Continued from p. 7) 

Over the years, George served St. Mary’s in 

many ministries. He was a member of vestry. 

He ushered frequently and was especially 

honored to be asked by Tim Carberry to ush-

er at Tim’s ordination at St. Mary’s. Long 

before the term “stewardship” was used to 

describe giving to God through the church, 

George and others conducted annual “every-

member canvasses,” visiting parishioners in 

their homes to talk with them about pledging 

to the church.  

St. Mary’s had many ministries and social 

activities at the time, including the Girls 

Friendly Society and Girls Friendly Society 

Sponsors; the Fifty-Fifty Club, which was a 

social organization for couples; and the 

Mardi Gras Fair on the Monday and Tuesday 

before Lent. Seasonal Sharing was a tradi-

tion, and St. Mary’s had a Day School for 

several years. St. Mary’s and other churches 

had bowling leagues and boys’ basketball 

teams that played town teams. 

Many parishioners stand out in George’s 

memory. One is the late Marge Kelsey, Jean 

Kelsey’s mother. “Marge did everything 

here,” George recalls. George’s son David’s 

birthday is in mid-February, and one year, 

when David was about 6, and his birthday 

fell during Mardi Gras, Marge baked him a 

birthday cake. 

Changes over the Years 

Before the introduction of the 1979 Book 

of Common Prayer, Holy Communion (it 

wasn’t called Holy Eucharist then) was the 

liturgy every Sunday at the earliest service 

only. It was the liturgy at the later services 

only on the first Sunday of the month. 

“The new Book of Common Prayer caused 

complaints,” George says. Parishioners felt 

that weekly Holy Communion was “too 

Catholic.” 

Three services were held each Sunday. For 

a time, St. Mary’s had three clergy and a 

“perpetual deacon.” On Ash Wednesdays, 

St. Mary’s had a 7 am service and several 

more throughout the day. During Lent, 

there was a 7 am service each Wednesday. 

George found these services especially 

meaningful. For many years, St. Mary’s 

had a senior choir, a junior choir and even, 

for a time, a cherub choir for very young 

children. 

Almost everything done at the church was 

done by parishioners. “We had electri-

cians, furnace experts, lawyers, real estate 

people, insurance people, local service 

people, owners of roofing and trucking 

companies who were members,” George 

says. “There was no building and grounds 

contract; members of the parish did 

all the maintenance. The snow was 

plowed by a member.” 

The Annual Parish Meeting was con-

ducted differently than it is now. At 

the meeting, the treasurer and vestry 

would present a proposed budget for 

consideration and discussion. Final 

approval was voted on by those in 

attendance. 

The current church was built in the 

mid-1950s. During its construction, 

parishioners would go outside after 

each Sunday service and walk around 

the site to check progress. “The stee-

ple was controversial,” George recalls. 

“Some people didn’t like it.” Even 

after the new, much larger church 

was built, it was “always jammed,” 

says George. There was talk of build-

ing a second Episcopal church, which 

would have been in the north end of 

town. 

Final Thoughts 

Over his many years, George Evans 

has seen tremendous changes at St. 

Mary’s. While he cherishes his 

memory of how the church flourished 

for so many decades, he says he un-

derstands things are different now. 

“The world has changed,” he says, 

“and you can’t go back and make 

things the way they used to be.” Still, 

George is clear that he finds deep 

meaning for his expression of faith in 

the Anglican Tradition and his Epis-

copal roots. And the little brown 

prayer book he received so long ago is 

a beloved symbol of his devotion to 

St. Mary’s. 

 

Prayer List Begins anew with Advent 

By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

On the First Sunday of Advent, Dec. 1, we will "refresh" our parish prayer list. The 

season of Advent begins the new church year, our liturgical cycle, and remember-

ing the events in Jesus's life. The new year in the church will be our occasion for a 

new prayer list. This means all the names will be removed, and you may contact 

the office or me to have a name placed on the parish prayer list. We desire to pray 

for all who ask for our prayers, and we are happy to know when prayer needs have 

changed and someone's name may be taken off. Please remember you must have a 

person’s permission in order to add them to our public list. People whose names 

are on our list are prayed for weekly on Wednesday and by others in their private 

devotions. 



First Lay Preaching Class Held 
Sixteen lay people from eight parishes in 

the Episcopal Church in Connecticut’s 

Northeast Region recently completed the 

region’s first Lay Preaching Class. The six-

week program, first proposed by St. 

Mary’s Rector Ann Lovejoy Johnson, was 

organized by regional clergy and North-

east Region Missionary Maggie Breen. 

The idea was to bring fresh voices and 

different perspectives to preaching in 

each parish. 

St. Mary’s parishioner Mary Covello took 

part in the program. She gave her first 

sermon at St. Mary’s on Nov. 17 and was 

very well received. 

Another class will be held in spring 2020. 

If you’re interested, speak with Ann. 

Participants in the Northeast Region’s first Lay Preaching class. 

Thank You, Troop 27! 

Just about every member of St. Mary’s Boy Scout Troop 27 turned out on Saturday, Nov. 9, to rake the [countless!]  leaves 

all over St. Mary’s property. The scouts worked hard and did a great job! 



Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing 

Scores of parishioners and helpers came together—in driving rain—on Nov. 24 to deliver food baskets to 27 Manchester families. 

St. Mary’s                   

Episcopal Church 

41 Park Street 

Manchester, CT 06040 

 

Phone: 860.649.4583 

Website: stmarysct.org 

Email: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

 

God cooks; we share the feast! 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

Sundays 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist (except on the fifth Sunday of any month, 

when we have a single, 9 am service) 

 

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music) 

Christian Formation classes follow the 9 am service 

 

Tuesdays 

7 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Wednesdays 

10 am Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

 

Black Friday, Cyber Monday, Green Monday, Super           

Saturday.... Get your Holiday Shopping Done and Give Back 

to St. Mary's! 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation do-

nates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR 

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com                                                            

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olortegui for details 

860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Visit us on      Facebook! 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

