
Advent: Awaiting 
Christ’s Rebirth in Us 
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By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson 

We may feel like we are al-

ready done with the waiting 

of Advent, as we turn into 

another time of watching the 

rising COVID numbers and 

waiting for life to feel better.  

Yet the kind of waiting we 

enter during Advent is quite 

different. It is a purposeful, 

intentional waiting and pre-

paring for the fullness of 

God's beloved community. It 

is preparing for something 

very special, the birth of 

Christ. 

I wonder if some of the 

“magic” of Christmas is in the 

gift of remembering who we 

are and whose we are—we are 

made in God's image; we are 

God's beloved—and remem-

bering that God comes again 

this Christmas. Each 

Christmas, Christ is born 

anew in us, in our lives as 

God's people and followers 

of the Way of Love, Jesus 

Christ. We trust this is so. 

Especially in the midst of 

this COVID-time, we trust 

God has come, is coming, 

and will come again into 

our lives. Perhaps this year 

God is calling us to prepare 

for a re-birth. 

We welcome Advent and 

wait with tremendous hope 

that God will bless us when 

we celebrate anew this year. 

A merry Christmas to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

For a list of all 

Advent         

and           

Christmas  

services, 

please see              

p. 11. 

CAT Summary Coming Soon 

By the CAT Team 

The summary of the results 

from the Church Assess-

ment Tool (CAT) will be 

mailed to your home in ear-

ly December and will pro-

vide high-level information 

about who we are as a faith 

community—what 

"church" means to us, 

what we value, what ener-

gizes us and what's im-

portant. As your Vestry 

continues to work with 

the CAT results, subse-

quent updates will identi-

fy high-priority items and 

the plans the Vestry has 

to address them. Thank 

you for responding! Your 

voice matters. 
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Financial Summary 

October 2020 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Income:  

• In comparison to September, total income for October increased by about $2,600; this is the result of a slight increase in pledge income 

(thank you!) and the rent payment for 33 Park Street.  

• Year-to-date, total income is tracking at a higher level than projected because of the PPP loan and unrestricted bequests (see notes be-

low). On paper, these unanticipated infusions of money hide the fact that income sources other than pledge income (parish events, 

plate offerings, Iglesias rental) have been diminished due to the decision to close the church building in mid-March because of COVID-

19. For the year, pledge income is tracking at a lower level than projected due to the effects of the pandemic and the fact that people are 

not coming to church.   

 

Expenses: 

• In comparison to September, expenses increased nearly $1,600 because of service contract expenses (boiler inspection, etc.).  

• Year-to-date, expenses are tracking below where they were projected to be at this point in the year.                                                                                                                

 

Net-Surplus/Loss: 

• For the month, there was a loss of $7,634.  

• Year-to-date, there is a surplus of $7,106. If not for the non-recurring and unrestricted bequests and the PPP loan, the year-to- date 

loss would be $72,736.  

 

Notes: 

• A special thank you to all who are continuing to pledge - it is so appreciated!  Pledge payments are an important source of 

income as they help us cover our fixed expenses while the building is closed and, as a result, other income-producing activities that rely 

on the use of the building (rental, church events and activities) have essentially been eliminated.     

• As you review the monthly summaries, please keep in mind that the 2020 operating budget includes the following items: 

 

On the income side:   

 $225,000 in projected pledge income  

 $32,889 in miscellaneous income, the combination of the remainder of the Dick Truwhella non-recurring and unrestricted 

bequest, and several other previous non-recurring and unrestricted bequests  

 $40,000 in building use, which includes a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street and Iglesias  

 $44,910 from the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) for a forgivable loan to cover eight weeks of salary, salary-related 

expenses and utility costs due to a projected loss of income from COVID-19 

On the expense side:  

 A reduction in salary expenses due to reduced hours for the parish administrator and sexton 

 A reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums for medical and dental insurance 

  Previous 
Month-
September 

Current 
Month- 

October 

Year-to-
Date 

(10 mo., 
83.3% of 
the year) 

2020 
Budget 

Year-to-
Date % of 
Budget 

Total Income $16,954 $19,566 $294,047 $333,328 88.2% 

Pledge Income $15,136 $15,554 $171,711 $225,000 76.3% 

Total Expenses $25,601 $27,200 $286,941 $357,308 80.3% 

Net Surplus 
(Loss) 

($8,647) ($7,634) $7,106 ($23,980) (29.6%) 
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A Stewardship Thank You 
By Mechelle Olórtegui 

Like good stewards of the manifold 

grace of God, serve one another 

with whatever gift each of you has 

received.  

– 1 PETER 4:10 

Dear St. Mary’s Parishioners, on behalf of 

the Stewardship Committee, the leader-

ship of St. Mary’s, and our community 

partners, thank you for all of your gifts.   

Parishioners Reflect on St. Mary’s Meaning 

in Their Lives 

Lanie Turner 
Having been a member of St. Mary's parish for 45 years and a longstanding churchgoing Christian 

all my life, I have been very happy to have the support of our Rector Ann, parish and friends every 

year,  but this one is special with all that is happening with Covid, etc. 

 

My heart has been heavy for many who have been sick during this time. However, I know I can call 

Rev. Ann and other friends from the parish to be with me emotionally during these times—

whether on Face book, Instant Messenger, text messages and phone calls. 

 

To receive calls from my church friends, the vestry members, and to see what is happening each 

week in the ENews (and those who receive it in print) my heart is filled with joy. The time and talent that has been put into keeping everyone in 

our parish connected has been an outpouring of love. 

 

Hopefully because of this difficult year and probably the next one too, I pray that our faith will continue to provide service and stewardship to all. 

 

I personally have been trying to share financially everything I can to help the church survive during this time. I know how hard it is for people to 

keep their pledges and finances up during these times and I hope each and every person will realize the hard work of our parish staff, volunteers 

and vestry. 

 

Sharing with Concordia Lutheran has also been a blessing. We have been able to pray with their community by Zoom meetings and emails, etc. 

Our prayerful combined Sunday services are a blessing when we cannot come together in person in our St. Mary's building or they in their build-

ing. 

 

Many things have also been a part of my weeks in addition to Sunday Services. Rev. Ann’s Friday coffee office hours with friends have continued 

even when we haven't been able to gather in person at Silk City Coffee. 

 

Staying connected throughout the years via church services and now computer access has been a very heartfelt time in my life. I am thankful God 

has placed me in such wonderful hands. I am thankful my children (all grown now) are surviving examples of how much St. Mary's meant to our 

family as they and their children continue their lives in prayer in their respective churches too. St. Mary's set the stage for their lives too. 

 

I hope we can all recommit to our shared future. I stretch out my arms and commit myself to God, prayer and my church. I pray for peace and love 

with each other and with ourselves. It is ALL important. The lord be with you all! 

 

Reflections continue on p. 4 

Thank you to those parishioners who 

have returned their pledge certificates 

and thanks in advance to those who are 

still prayerfully considering their 2021 

support.  

If you were not able to attend Steward-

ship coffee hour on Nov. 8 or the out-

door Thanksgiving service on Nov. 15, 

you can view the video recordings by 

using these links: 

Nov. 8 coffee hour: 

 https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=H4OkmrKJxyg&t=13s  

Nov. 15 service: 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=3ILkmAzEJPk   

Reflections parishioners offered on 

Nov. 8 begin below. 
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Ralph Sullivan 

Thank you for inviting me to speak at today’s coffee hour. Our theme for stewardship is “Growing 

Our Faith Through Prayer, Service and Generosity.” 

I found this quote on stewardship: “The Christian Steward is not only responsible for the financial 

blessings provided by God, but also the spiritual gift that is given through the Holy Spirit.” 

I chose as my stewardship: SERVICE—by joining the Building and Grounds Committee, assisting 

Randy Brown to maintain St. Mary’s Church property and buildings. Randy identifies the work 

required and schedules the work dates and times along with needed supplies. 

Landscaping: Some of the tasks completed are: landscaping, trimming trees, bushes and removing dead pine trees, along with 

mulch application around the parish office building. 

Painting: We removed blistering paint, sanded and repainted areas on the church building. Refinished porch railings, spindles at 

the parish office building. Refinished front porch at 33 Park St. 

Goals: Our goal is to maintain St. Mary’s properties to look well-cared for, and reflect St. Mary’s as a caring and welcoming parish. 

An additional benefit of the Buildings and Grounds Committee stewardship project is a financial benefit/cost savings measure not to 

have to pay a contractor for the work required. 

This is a very rewarding stewardship for me. I will be sending in my pledge card and continue my financial support to St Mary’s min-

istries and programs, and encourage you to do the same. 

******** 

Andrea Burr 

I want to offer a heartfelt thank you to Mechelle, Beth, and Harry for your faithful stewardship 

ministry. You’ve offered your time and talent for multiple years. I love my laminated card with 

the St. Mary’s prayer. I can carry it with me wherever I go, a reminder of the community we 

share and the work God calls us to do. 

I also want to thank Ann and the Vestry as you tirelessly navigate these uncharted times for us as 

a church—challenging before COVID, now even more so. You keep us connected in new and crea-

tive ways and the tried and true, too, with phone calls and mail. Each week I scroll through the e-

News that Sarah masterfully produces for us—it’s rich with many important and timely resources 

just a click away. I find opportunities for prayer and worship, for connection to one another, for 

being involved in the work of social justice, for furthering God’s mission in our community and beyond. My heart is grateful for all of 

you. 

In this year of the “unprecedented,” the word of the year no doubt—I am not alone, I know, experiencing a weary spirit many days, a 

spirit in need of replenishment. Being together now as we were earlier for worship—thanks to the wizardry of Zoom—is one of the 

ways my soul is fed these days.  Seeing all your faces and hearing your voices, those of our friends at Concordia, too, offers a time of 

grounding and lifting up for me, for Sunday and the week ahead, setting my compass on the right path with God. I’d be lost without 

my God compass.  

I hope others had the opportunity to watch the Service of Wholeness and Healing from the National Cathedral last Sunday with Bish-

op Michael Curry. I think it’s still available at the Cathedral web site if you missed it. Diverse voices of many faiths from all across the 

country offered prayers for our world in need, imagining the beloved community where all share in the bounty of God’s kingdom here 

on earth. The prayers moved me deeply as I felt great hope and the real possibility for restoration. Though I was home alone watching 

as the dusk settled in, I experienced communion with those who gave voice to God’s heart and God’s vision. 

Continued on p. 5 

Reflections (continued from p. 3) 
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God calls us into community, as messy as it can be, to love one another, to feed one another, to shelter one another, to teach one 

another, just listen to one another, to grow together with one another, to bless one another, to pray for and with one another. 

Prayer is an important part of my day—sometimes it may be a familiar prayer like the Lord’s Prayer or the Serenity Prayer, or pray-

ers of intercession. Often my prayers are just simple conversations with God, reminding me that God is with me. Or a few pauses in 

the day—to take some deep breaths, remembering my very breath is a gift of God. Mostly, though, my prayer is three words: “Thank 

you, God.”  

At night I take an inventory and count the blessings of my day, a quiet time of sacred gratitude. No matter how rough the day may 

have been, there are always blessings to count—the people I’ve met, the stories I’ve heard, the time spent with colleagues and 

friends, seeing the face of Jesus in many people and moments. I thank God from the bottom of my heart. When I keep God at the 

center of my life and encounter life from a place of gratitude, giving is pure joy.  

Belonging to a faith community like St. Mary’s is a defining part of my life. You enrich my life in God and you help me to do the 

work God calls me to do—to live into my baptismal covenant. 

Outdoor Thanksgiving Service Held 

Reflections (continued from p. 3) 

On Sunday, Nov. 15, St. Mary’s held an 

outdoor (early) Thanksgiving service that 

also focused on stewardship and Thanks-

giving Seasonal Sharing. 

About 40 people attended the service, 

bringing their completed pledge forms 

for 2021 and donations of gift cards and/

or nonperishable foods for Bennet Acad-

emy’s Family Resource Center and the 

MACC Community Food Pantry. 

 

 

 

Clockwise from top: 

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson blesses do-

nations; participants 

gather socially dis-

tantly on the lawn; 

and the Tierinni girls 

bundle up. 

 

 

For remarks Stew-

ardship Chair 

Mechelle Olórtegui 

offered at the service, 

please see p. 6. 
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Chair Offers Perspective on Stewardship 
Comments by Stewardship Chair and 
Senior Warden Mechelle Olórtegui at 
St. Mary’s Nov. 15 Thanksgiving ser-
vice. 

Thank you all for braving the cold to join 
us at our early Thanksgiving/Stewardship 
service.   

What is Stewardship?  Stewardship is the 
grateful response of a Christian disciple 
who recognizes the gifts God has given 
them and who shares these gifts out of 
love for God and neighbor. Stewardship 
is fundamentally the work of the Spirit in 
our lives. Faithful stewardship is taking 
care of and sharing all we have and all 
that we are – our time, talent, and treas-
ure. 

This year, our stewardship theme 
is “Growing Our Faith Through Prayer, 
Service & Generosity.”  

What a year it has been to test this out! A 
global pandemic does not necessarily 
bring the words abundance or even stew-
ardship immediately to mind. How do we 
continue to give when it feels like there is 
nothing left? How do we give thanks 
when we may be struggling? What new 
things has this time revealed to us about 
sharing, gratitude, and community? How 
can we be good Stewards in a time of 
great anxiety? 

Stewardship is about caring for our 
families. That includes not just our 
close relatives, but our church fam-
ilies and our community of Man-
chester. 

Our St. Mary’s community has stepped 
up this year.  We know that St. Mary’s is 
crucial to our community and to each of 
us.  At last week’s Zoom Coffee Hour, we 
heard reflections from three longtime 
parishioners, Andy Burr, Ralph Sullivan, 
and Lanie Turner, speak about what St. 
Mary’s means to them. Additionally, Brit-
tany Hall, coordinator of the Family Re-
source Center at Bennet Academy, shared 
why our long-term partnership is critical 
for families in Manchester.  

Like all other religious communities, we 
had to pivot due to COVID.  St. Mary’s 
rose to the challenge. We offered various 
services in ways we had never tried be-

fore to strive to meet parishioners’ spiritu-
al needs. They include the Sunday morn-
ing Zoom service, Compline, virtual and in
-person coffee time, outdoor services and 
visits on the curb, all shared in our weekly 

e-news. Our Vestry members called pa-
rishioners to see how they are doing and if 
they need help. We know folks appreciate 
those calls. St. Mary’s continues to do im-
portant community outreach to benefit 
MACC, the Family Resource Centers, com-
munity food pantries and more. The work 
of the church does not end because the 
building is closed. But that work can con-
tinue only with members’ participation 
and support. 

What else can we do?  How might you 
show your caring for your church family 
through helping out, through “time and 
talent”? Perhaps there’s a task that another 
church member is no longer able to take 
on that you could help with. Maybe you 
could help with our new Technology Min-
istry.  I know Gene Marinelli is looking for 
volunteers.  The work that we have to do is 
overwhelming in a typical year, but COVID 
has amplified it. Vestry has been feeling it 
for the last two years.  Well before COVID, 
we have tried to introduce opportunities to 
do something new and experiment with 
change. Well, change was forced on us this 
year, in all aspects of our lives.  

And there is still so much to do. So much 
more change ahead. Do we embrace it? Or 
do we shy away from it?  The latter is not 
an option that will keep St. Mary’s sustain-
able.  We have many hard decisions to 
make.  We have no choice but to keep go-

ing because our work is needed, wheth-
er we are inside these walls or not, but 
more because we rely on each other, 
and the community relies on us.   

As our bible verse says, “Like good 
stewards of the manifold grace of 
God, serve one another with whatever 
gift each of you has received.” 
 – 1 PETER 4:10 
 
Some may say that I am not inside the 
church, so why should I give? A general 
response is … if you care about it, you 
support it.  We may not be present in 
the pews, but our mission of service to 
each other and our community contin-
ues. And we cannot do it without your 
support. We have much to be thankful 
for. This time of change nudges us to 
open our hearts and minds to truly re-
flect on who we are as followers of Je-
sus and where God is calling us to be for 
years to come. We have many reasons 
to be hopeful, too. Amid all the un-
knowns, we are a caring community 
surrounded by God’s love and the en-
couragement that comes from taking 
this journey together. 

I prayerfully ask you to consider your 
gift to St. Mary’s.  First-time contribu-
tions, Same as last year or Increased 
giving … they all matter.      

Thank you to those who have returned 
their pledge forms.  

We have a basket over at the check-in 
table if you have them with you now.  

If you have not received your green 
envelope in the mail, please let me or 
Sandy know, and we’ll get information 
and a pledge form to you right away.   

Thank you all.  
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Helping Our Neighbors 

By Sarah Tierinni 

At left is the thank you that was posted on Manchester Public 

Schools' Facebook page in gratitude for their community part-

ners. If you look in the middle you can find St. Mary's! For 

Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing we delivered to Bennet 51 Gift 

Cards totaling $1,270! Brittany Hall, coordinator of the Family 

Resource Center, was overwhelmed with our donation and said 

“to pass along a great big virtual hug to each and every mem-

ber of St. Mary's.” 

We delivered all donated nonperishable food items to MACC 

on Nov. 19 (photo below). 

Our Christmas Seasonal Sharing plans are to continue to col-

lect $25 gift cards for Bennet Academy. We’ll also collect small 

gifts for seniors/shut-ins (sugar-free candies, lotions, tea or 

coffee gifts, cozy socks, etc.) that MACC will deliver with their 

weekly meals. As always, we will be seeking nonperishable food 

items for the MACC Community Pantry. More details to follow 

soon. 

Bennet Academy Family Resource 

Center Coordinator Brittany Hall 

spoke to parishioners who gathered 

on Zoom during a special steward-

ship coffee hour on Nov. 8. Brittany 

talked about the positive difference 

St. Mary’s is making in the lives of 

students and families at Bennet. 

Following the gathering, Brittany 

wrote: 

“Thank you so much for having me!! 

I am forever grateful and so blessed 

to work with my St. Mary's family.  

Continued blessings to you all!” 

FOR THOSE WHO WRITE TO DARRIUM BEDELL, HIS NEW 

ADDRESS IS: 

SPC Darrium Bedell 

168th ECC 

Unit 61371 

APO AE 09877 
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A Milestone in a Life of Service 

 By Noreen Kirk 

It was 30 years ago this month that the 

Rev. Karen Fedorchak was ordained a 

deacon in the Episcopal Church. The cir-

cumstances that brought her to that day 

and all she has done since then tell a sto-

ry about faith, work, openness to change 

and a passion for helping others. Reflect-

ing on her journey from childhood to the 

present, Karen says, “My life has been 

pieces of a puzzle that have led up to what 

I am.” 

Roots in Faith 

As a young child, Karen lived with her 

grandmother. Although her grandmother 

wasn’t a churchgoer, Karen says, she was 

a “giving person who prayed and who 

educated me and gave me a good start.” 

At about age 5, Karen, her mother and 

brother began attending church regularly 

in their hometown of Wilmington, Dela-

ware. Karen was baptized and confirmed 

there and sang in the choir. 

Karen studied music and education at the 

University of Delaware and attended the 

local Episcopal Church. Changes came 

quickly after she graduated in 1958. She 

moved to Connecticut, taught in Glaston-

bury, met her future husband, John, and 

was married in the Episcopal Church in 

Watertown, where the minister was from 

her hometown parish. Soon, Karen and 

John had a young family. In 1961, they 

decided to join St. Mary’s. 

Exploring New Paths 

The Rev. George Nostrand, who became 

St. Mary’s rector shortly after Karen ar-

rived, encouraged her to visit the elderly. 

Some of the residents at the facilities she 

visited had mental health problems, and 

Karen felt especially drawn to them. She 

worked as a substitute teacher while her 

children were growing up and had pur-

sued graduate coursework in special edu-

cation and reading. But she felt called to 

work in long-term health care with pa-

tients who were elderly, had mental health 

problems or both. So she studied geron-

tology at Manchester Community College 

and earned her license in recreational 

therapy. She was to work in this field for 

more than 20 years. 

Karen discovered that patients whose 

faith was important to them needed activ-

ities that would sustain them. Some pa-

tients wanted to pray the Rosary, so she 

organized a group to do that together. 

Others liked to pray while listening to 

music, so she arranged for that. By then, 

the Rev. Stephen Jacobson was St. Mary’s 

rector. Observing how Karen was incorpo-

rating faith into her professional work, he 

suggested she consider becoming or-

dained as a deacon.  

Education and Ordination 

A deacon is supervised directly by a bish-

op and reports to the rector of the church 

he or she serves. Deacons must attend a 

yearly Renewal of the Diaconal Vows to be 

recognized as a licensed, ordained deacon. 

In the Episcopal Church, Karen explains, 

“Deacons are supposed to find out the 

needs of people in the world, bring that 

back to the church and see how we can 

help.” The liturgy for ordination of a dea-

con says, among other things: 

“You are to make Christ and his redemp-

tive love known, by your word and exam-

ple, to those among whom you live, and 

work, and worship. You are to interpret to 

the Church the needs, concerns, and hope 

of the world. … At all times, your life and 

teaching are to show Christ’s people that 

in serving the helpless they are serving 

Christ himself.” (BCP P. 543) 

When the Rev. Andrew Smith became rec-

tor, he encouraged Karen to pursue ordina-

tion and helped her through the process, 

which entailed approvals from the vestry, a 

diocesan commission, bishops and more. A 

team of three St. Mary’s parishioners 

served as a support team for her. Finally, in 

1988, Karen began the education process, 

studying with faculty at Yale’s Berkeley 

Divinity School and other clergy. 

In addition to lectures and seminars, can-

didates did clinical pastoral work. Karen 

was assigned to the Long Lane juvenile 

detention center in Middletown. “It was an 

eye-opener,” Karen says. “The kids at Long 

Lane had gotten into trouble. But most got 

into trouble because their family situations 

were bad or because they had no one to 

help them. There were so many root prob-

lems!” The experience broadened Karen’s 

understanding of society’s ills and needs. 

Karen and four other Episcopalians in her 

class were ordained in a ceremony at Christ 

Church Cathedral in Hartford on Dec. 1, 

1990. Rector Drew Smith and Karen’s hus-

band were her sponsors. Family, friends 

and St. Mary’s parishioners attended. But 

Karen says the best part was that, at her 

request, staff from the long-term care facil-

ity where she worked brought a number of 

patients with them. “When I saw them, I 

burst into tears because I was so happy,” 

Karen says. “It was a special day.” 

A Busy Deacon 

It would take pages to list all the activities 

Karen has undertaken during her ministry. 

Continued on p. 9  

The Rev. Karen Fedorchak, Deacon, 

reads from scripture during a service at 

Christ Church Cathedral. 
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We Welcome the Newly Baptized 
In November, Reverend Ann, accompanied by parishioner Laura Hart, baptized two new little Christians. The baptisms took place 
outside the families’ homes. Both joyful occasions! 

 

She has provided pastoral care and orga-

nized pastoral visits by others, coordinat-

ed teams that provided services at nurs-

ing homes, done education and fundrais-

ing for mental health initiatives, educated 

Eucharistic Visitors and Friendly Visitors 

and helped oversee the Healing Ministers. 

For years, she spearheaded an Aging Min-

istry and organized an annual service and 

luncheon for the elderly of St. Mary’s. She 

has preached, served at the altar, read the 

Gospel and served at burials. A significant 

amount of her effort has been to benefit 

people suffering from addiction and/or 

mental health issues. She was for several 

years the state coordinator for the nation-

al Episcopal Church’s Episcopal Relief 

and Development program, working with 

parish representatives to teach and fund-

raise. At times when St. Mary’s was with-

out a rector, Karen served as a support for 

vestry and liaison to ECCT and assisted 

various groups to help keep St. Mary’s 

going. She’s currently active with the 

Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alli-

ance (GHIAA). 

As she looks back, Karen says her over-

arching feeling is one of gratitude. “I am 

grateful to people for allowing me to be 

part of their lives when I minister to 

them—especially people I visited in homes 

or nursing homes and for mental health 

patients I’ve met along the way. It’s the 

same with people I’ve met through St. 

Mary’s and regional churches.” 

Karen adds, “The thing that’s important 

to me is understanding that God has put 

me in a place where he has blessed me 

and I feel blessed to have been able to 

share the gifts God has given me.” 

We look forward to seeing what addi-
tional puzzle pieces may be yet appear. 
Best wishes, Deacon Karen. 

Deacon Karen Fedorchak (Continued from p. 8) 

Laura Hart and Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson with parents 

Julianne Ceruti and Pierre Pierre Khawaja at the baptism of 

Joseph Bernard Khawaja on Nov. 7. 

Two-year-old Matthew Charles Barrera Jr. was baptized on 

Nov. 8. With “Charlie” are, from left, Rev. Ann, Laura Hart, 

Charlie’s godmother, father Matthew Barerra, mother Amanda 

Barerra and the child’s godfather.  
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New Voices, New Perspectives 

By Noreen Kirk 

When you picture someone in a pulpit 

giving a sermon, chances are that you see 

that person as an ordained member of the 

clergy. But faith communities are increas-

ingly encouraging lay people to embrace 

preaching as an additional lay ministry. 

That’s why, late last year, the Northeast 

Region of the Episcopal Church in Con-

necticut, or ECCT, began offering lay 

preacher training. So far, Mary Covello 

and Beth Lavalette of St. Mary’s and Da-

vid Smith of Concordia have participated 

in the training sessions, along with people 

from other Episcopal churches in this part 

of Connecticut. All three have preached at 

St. Mary’s and been well-received. 

Making the Choice 

Mary had been seeking a new ministry to 

replace one that was winding down, and 

she was interested in learning more about 

scripture. When Rev. Ann Lovejoy John-

son invited her to be part of the first class, 

Mary says, “It was as if a light bulb went 

on over my head, and I thought, ‘This is 

it!’ So I made the commitment.” 

David pursued the training class because 

he enjoys both public speaking and Bible 

studies, and lay preaching appealed to 

him as an opportunity to combine the 

two. He and Mary were members of the 

first class offered. 

When Rev. Ann asked Beth if she’d be in-

terested in joining the second class, which 

began last fall, Beth was open to the idea. 

“I thought it sounded like something I’d 

like to do,” she says. “It would be a chal-

lenge for me, having never done anything 

like that before, so I’d see if I could rise to 

the occasion. I’m always interested in 

learning something new.” 

Studies show that many people fear speak-

ing in front of an audience. But David had 

already discovered that he actually liked it. 

Mary had experience giving lectures as 

part of her professional life and comes 

from a family of teachers, so she wasn’t 

terribly uncomfortable with it. Beth has 

been a lector at St. Mary’s for many years 

and is accustomed to speaking to her fel-

low parishioners in the pews. “It’s like 

you’re among friends,” Beth says.  

The Learning Process 

The first session, which Mary and David 

attended, was held in person. By the time 

the second session, which Beth attended, 

got underway, it was held virtually because 

of COVID. But the process was the same. 

Each two-hour class began with dwelling 

in the Word, a practice known as Lectio 

Divina, which in English is Divine Read-

ing. The group would read a selection from 

scripture, then talk about what they felt it 

was saying to them. 

Participants learned about elements that 

contribute to an effective sermon, tech-

niques for delivering sermons, and more. 

Each person prepared a sermon and deliv-

ered it to the class. Afterwards, others of-

fered observations and constructive sugges-

tions. 

David says, “The lay preaching course 

taught me very good techniques, and it’s 

also fun to interject a little bit of my per-

sonality into each one, particularly on the 

delivery.” 

Even if she were never to give a single ser-

mon, Mary says, “the benefit to me of learn-

ing about scriptures and dwelling in the 

word was enormous. The idea of communi-

cating ideas to my fellow parishioners is the 

icing on the cake.” 

Sharing with Others 

When Beth was selecting a piece of scrip-

ture for her first sermon at St. Mary’s, she 

looked for a passage she felt she could make 

relevant to people’s lives today. She chose 

Matthew 25, in which Jesus describes how, 

on judgment day, he will divide all people 

into two groups and invite into the king- 

Continued on p. 12 

Scouts Step up 

By Donna Indomenico 

Early on the morning of Nov. 7, 39 members of 

Boy Scout Troop 27 and 10 adults with rakes 

and leaf blowers joined Randy Brown and 

Ralph Sullivan to clear our grounds of fall 

leaves and debris. The task was completed in 

“record” time, and the scouts and adults were 

masked and remained socially distant.  All of us 

at St. Mary's owe a debt of gratitude to Troop 

27 members and their parents for working to 

complete this annual fall task.  And of course, 

special thanks to Randy Brown and Ralph Sulli-

van for all the work they do for us at St. Mary’s. 



Morning Devotions 

Held most Thursdays at 9:30 am 

live streaming on Facebook from St. 

Mary’s Chapel (then uploaded for view-

ing on St. Mary’s YouTube). A congrega-

tion of four parishioners who have 

RSVP’d to the office are present for this 

service. If you would like to attend, 

please call the office. On two weeks in 

December we will worship on Wednes-

days: Dec. 23 and Dec. 30 instead of 

Thursdays. 

Christmas Eve 

Traditional Christmas Eve (as tradition-

al as possible for Covid-times!) at 4 pm 

on Zoom. Concordia and St. Mary’s con-

tinue our shared worship as we cele-

brate the Feast of the Nativity. The Lit-

urgy of the Word, with Christmas 

hymns, and special organ and piano 

music. Be prepared to light your Christ 

Candle and dim your lights when we 

sing Silent Night. Share your photos of 

your home Nativity scene (creche) and 

we will include pictures in our Power-

Point service on Zoom. Email photos to 

Rev. Ann at realovejoy@gmail.com. 

Christmas 

Dec. 25—Christmas Day. 10 am on 

Zoom. Liturgy of the Word, traditional 

service with a homily and hymns 

(instead of acapella as in recent year at 

St. Mary’s)  

Dec. 27—The First Sunday of Christ-

mas,  10 am Zoom worship 

Christmas Lessons & Carols service 

hosted by Concordia and St. Mary’s. We 

have invited Emanuel Lutheran Church 

to join us for this traditional three 

churches service we’ve had in years past. 
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Share the Joy! 

Advent and Christmas Worship 

Advent Sundays at 10:00 am on 
Zoom 

Liturgy of the Word  

For Advent we are changing from Morning 

Prayer to The Liturgy of the Word, the be-

ginning portion of our familiar service of 

Holy Eucharist, without Communion. 

Preludes and Postlude by John Anderson, 

organist 

Traditional Lighting of the Advent candles  

by families from St. Mary’s and Concordia 

We are inviting people to share photos of 

their home Advent wreath and candles. 

Email photos to Rev. Ann at 

revalovejoy@gmail.com 

 

Nov. 29—First Sunday of Advent includes 

congratulations and prayers for Deacon 

Karen’s 30th anniversary of her ordination. 

We welcome you to send Deacon Karen a 

card with your well wishes (if you need her 

address, contact the office). 

Dec. 6—Second Sunday of Advent, the 

Right Rev. Laura Ahrens, bishop suffragan, 

the Episcopal Church in Connecticut 

(ECCT), is with us for an episcopal visita-

tion and will be our preacher. 

Dec. 13— Third Sunday of Advent  

Dec. 20—Fourth Sunday of Advent, ECCT 

Northeast Regional Missionary Maggie 

Breen will be joining us for worship. Be 

sure to say “hello” to Maggie. 

Contemplative Prayer for Advent: 

Watch, Wait, Wonder, and Wor-

ship 

Sundays at 4 pm on Zoom with 

livestreaming on Facebook and viewing on 

St. Mary’s YouTube. These meditative litur-

gies lasting 30 minutes include lighting our 

Advent candles; music by Kelly Sharp, pia-

nist; hymns; and a homily. 

Nov. 29—David Smith, Lay Preacher, 

Concordia 

Dec. 6—Elizabeth Lavalette, Lay 

Preacher, St. Mary’s 

Dec. 13—Mary Covello, Lay Preacher, 

St. Mary’s 

Dec. 20—The Rev. Karen Fedorchak, 

Deacon, St. Mary’s 

Holden Evening Prayer 

Wednesdays at 7 pm on Zoom 

Music by John Anderson, pianist, with 

cantors from Concordia. Holden Evening 

Prayer was originally written during the 

winter of 1986 while the composer, 

Marty Haugen, was at Holden Village in 

the North Cascade Mountains of Wash-

ington State. With the exception of the 

lessons and a couple prayers, the majori-

ty of the liturgy is sung. The liturgy lasts 

about one-half hour.  

Compline: Night Prayer 

Monday, Tuesday and Friday 

nights at 7:30 pm—St. Mary’s hosts 

Compline on Zoom with leaders Karen 

Armogida, Andrea Burr, Karen Fe-

dorchak, and Sharon Chaples. You may 

find the Book of Common Prayer online 

(bcponline) or let us know if you need a 

copy and we’ll get you one.  

 

 



Worship Schedule  
 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

 

 

While our building is closed, please watch your weekly emails (or 

postal mailings) for information about worship. 

 

• On Sundays at 10 am, Morning Prayer is held via Zoom. Zoom 

coffee hour begins at 9:30 am. 

• On Mondays, Tuesdays Fridays at 7:30 pm, Compline is held 

via Zoom. 

• On most Thursdays, Morning Devotions are livestreamed at 

9:30 am and are available later on St. Mary’s Facebook page. 

 

PLEASE SEE P. 11 FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF ADVENT AND 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES. 

 

dom of God those who had fed the hungry, given drink to the 

thirsty, sheltered the stranger, clothed the naked, cared for the-

sick and consoled the imprisoned. For, Jesus says, “just as you did 

it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 

did it to me.” She felt the message was especially relevant to our 

time. Beth says it takes time to figure out how to organize all her 

thoughts, but once she’s written the first paragraph, the rest tends 

to fall into place. 

“It’s wonderful to be able to touch people through the spoken 

word of the sermon,” David says. He likens sermons to “one-act 

plays where you’re the writer, producer, director and actor deliv-

ering an important message to the congregation.” He says he 

shares his sermons beforehand with Rev. Ann, and her feedback 

helps him improve on them. 

Mary’s hope for each sermon she gives is that people will take 

some good news away with them. “It’s a way to uplift people and 

get them to see the passage in a different way. It’s definitely about 

sharing good news.” She adds that by virtue of baptism we are all 

ministers. “I encourage other parishioners to consider whether 

they have a calling to this ministry.” 

Parish Register Updates 

Baptisms 

Joseph Bernard Khawaja (son of Julianne Ceruti and 

Pierre Khawaja) – Nov. 7, 2020 

Matthew Charles Barrera, Jr. (son of Amanda and 

Matthew Barerra) – Nov. 8, 2020 

Lay Preachers (Continued from p. 11) 

Important News and Notes 

New! Media Ministry Opportunity — A Media Ministry 

is forming to enable St. Mary’s to livestream services. It’s an 

exciting opportunity to lend or learn skills that will help St. 

Mary’s reach out to parishioners and the wider world. No prior 

experience necessary! Contact Gene Marinelli at 

genemar13@cox.net. 

Virtual Forum Beginning — Starting in January (exact 

date to be announced) Mary Covello will lead a Zoom discussion 

forum based on the book Love is the Way: Holding onto Hope in 

Troubling Times by the Most Rev. Michael Curry, presiding  

bishop and primate of the Episcopal Church. Watch for more 

information to come soon. 

Outdoor Service Ends — With the weather turning colder, 

St. Mary’s 2 pm outdoor contemplative Sunday service has been 

discontinued. Many other worship opportunities are available, 

however. Please join us! 

 

 

 

Buying Christmas gifts on Amazon this year? You can help sup-

port St. Mary’s. When you sign up for AmazonSmile and choose 

St. Mary’s as your charity, Amazon will donate a percentage of 

your purchase to St. Mary’s. It’s easy! Just go to 

smile.amazon.com and follow the steps. Questions? Contact 

Mechelle Olórtegui at mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com. 


