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Joyful Worship for Advent
and Christmas

Despite the complications of
the ongoing pandemic, we
can share the joy of the Advent season and Christmas
through congregational worship both in person and
online.

Happenings

Newsletter of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Manchester, CT

Advent begins on Sunday,
Nov. 28. This is one of the
most joyful times in the
church year, as we prayerfully
anticipate the birth of Jesus.

Holden Evening Prayer
Concordia Lutheran Church
invites us to take part in the
beautiful service of Holden
Evening Prayer each Wednesday evening at 7 during Advent: Dec. 1, 8, 15 and 22.
This will be held via Zoom.
Watch the weekly e-news for
the link to these services.

Christmas Eve

viewing all day.

St. Mary’s will hold a
Christmas Eve service in
the sanctuary at 4 pm.
Members of Concordia Lutheran Church are invited
to join us for this moving
Episcopal service.

Lay Leader and Preacher on Dec. 12.

Concordia invites members
of St. Mary’s to attend its
Lutheran Christmas Eve
service at 8 pm in the
church at 40 Pitkin Street,
Manchester.
Christmas Day
A communion service prerecorded in St. Mary’s sanctuary, with musical accompaniment, will premier at 9
am on Christmas Day on St.
Mary’s YouTube channel. It
will remain available for

Altar Guild Invites Memorials
Vibrant red poinsettias and brightly ribboned wreaths
add beauty to the sanctuary during Advent and Christmas. Parishioners are invited to memorialize loved ones
or celebrate something special by making a donation to
the altar guild. Memorials will be listed in the bulletin.
Please see the form on p. 7.
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On Sunday, Dec. 12, St.
Mary’s 9 am service will be
Morning Prayer instead of
Holy Eucharist. Beth Bickley will lead the service, and
Beth Lavalette will preach.
We thank them for their
dedication to this important ministry.

Financial Summary
October 2021 — Operating Statement
By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer
Previous Month
-September

Current
Month–
October

YTD, 10
months,
83.3% of the
year

2021 Budget

YTD % of Budget

Total Income

$20,929

$31,000

$280,904

$229,996

122.1%

Pledge Income

$11,462

$21,665

$171,417

$180,568

94.9%

Total Expenses

$26,499

$27,398

$289,214

$358,531

80.7%

Net Surplus (Loss)

($5,570)

$3,602

($8,310)

($128,535)

6.5%

October Income
•

Total income was $31,000, an increase of $10,071 from September. This increase is the result of a combination of several factors:




•

A sharp increase in pledge income of over $10,200.
Two monthly rent payments for 33 Park Street totaling $4,400 were received.
A transfer of $3,000 was made from the Undesignated Bequests and Wills account to Miscellaneous Income to cover expenses.

Year-to-date, total income continues to track above what was projected due to receiving unanticipated prior year pledges in the amount of
$2,508 in January, the PPP loan of $44,960 received in February, and the three transfers of funds to the operating account ($10,823 from inactive accounts in non-budget/special funds that occurred in June, $8,000 from Undesignated Bequests and Wills in September and the $3,000
mentioned above).

October Expenses
•

Total expenses were $27,398, a small increase of $899 from September. The increase is due to increases in salary (new sexton), utility
(quarterly water bill) and office (quarterly equipment leasing bill) expenses.

•

Year-to-date, expenses (many of which are fixed and planned) are on track to what was projected.

Net-Surplus/Loss
•
•
•

Due to October’s strong pledge figure, there was a surplus of $3,602.

As a result of the month’s surplus, the year-to-date cumulative loss dropped to $8,310.
If not for the PPP loan and the three transfers of funds to the operating account, there would be a cumulative loss of $75,092.

Notes
•
•

The 2021 operating budget—summarized in the table above—was approved by the Vestry and presented at the Annual Meeting.
As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2021 operating budget included the following:





On the income side:




$180,568 in pledge income, a reduction from the 2020 actual of $212,418.



No income from parish functions due to Covid-19 restrictions.

On the expense side:
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$26,400 - $2,200 per month in building use, which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street but no rental income from Iglesias or other organizations due to Covid-19 restrictions.

The second year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020, 90% in 2021
and 85% in 2022) for medical and dental insurance.

Happenings

Stewardship: Hope for the Future
By the Stewardship Committee

Many Thank-you’s to those who
have returned their certificates.
Although the return date was
November 15,
it is not too late!
As we look ahead for budget 2022,
we have raised $140,545 as of 11/17,
which is far below what was budgeted
last year of $180,568.
Hope For the Future is only successful with strong financial support
AND parishioners willing to step up
and lead.
For parishioners who have not returned a pledge or made a gift, we
prayerfully ask that you consider it.
St. Mary’s has a financial resource
issue AND suffers from a lack of people resources to operate.
We need many others to support the
various Ministries that have been presented these past few Sundays
(Vestry, Altar Guild, Usher, Acolyte,
Readers, and Flowers), in addition to
upcoming Sustainability short-term
projects.

These are all significant gifts of hope
needed for a brighter future for St.
Mary’s.

God Gave Us …
God gave us starry nights and sunsets that take our breath away.
God gave us summer rainstorms and the crunch of fall leaves.
God gave us grocery store clerks that carry bags to our cars and miraculously
memorize the number for every avocado and tangerine we place in our basket.
God gave us the sound of music—choirs singing in harmony, the swell of the violin, the satisfying ripple of the snare.
God gave us blueberry pancakes, Vermont maple syrup, and coffee—that holy
bean water that wakes our bones.
God gave us feather down blankets, fall scented candles, and sacred worn down
slippers that slide onto weary feet.
God gave us grandmothers that slip candy into our hands and grandfathers that
smell like peppermint and books.
God gave us toddlers that bounce up and down to music and smash food into
their open mouths like baby birds—with palms flat.
God gave us new years of life, marked by embarrassing renditions of “happy
birthday” in restaurants and the extinguishing of a candle on a glorified pastry.
God gave us nurses and doctors, who cover shots with colorful band aids and keep
lollipops in their scrub pockets.
God gave us welcome mats and nametags and all manner of things that help us
feel at home in a place.
God gave us cats that curl up next to us to lend their warmth and dogs that run
and slide to the front door to welcome us home.
God gave us old familiar blue jeans that feel like home, and sweaters pulled over
hands that feel like security.
God gave us church—this imperfect clump of humanity that gathers week after
week, striving to be better, striving to do good in the world.

God gave and gave, and gives and gives; and how do we respond?
We say thank you. We give what we can. We let it feel like a joy, not an obligation.
We let it feel like a gift, not a burden. We show up in this space. We believe these
gifts can somehow make a difference, and we refuse to give up on this world.
Thank goodness for a God that forever outgives.
Thank goodness for the opportunity to say thank you for it all. Amen.

From Stewardship Leaders Newsletter Issue #76, 10/19/21 Faith + Lead Luther Seminary BY
Sarah Are Speed. Ms. Speed is the new Associate Pastor for Young Adults and Membership at
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City. Sarah was married this past August and
serves as the liturgy and poetry writer for A Sanctified Art LLC.
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Parishioners Invite Others to
Join Them in Ministries
By Noreen Kirk

Parishioners representing various ministries
at St. Mary’s are making brief presentations
at the 9 am service each Sunday. The quick
talks began in October and will continue
through at least Dec. 12. The purpose is to
share their experience and prompt others to
consider exploring one or more ministries.
Here are comments offered so far:

Mary Covello — Vestry
This summer, facing decreasing resources,
the vestry conducted a priority exercise that
demonstrated that worship and the ministries that support worship are the most important activities to continue at St. Mary’s.
In this season of stewardship, I invite you to
consider the gifts of time and talent you
might offer to our parish in addition to treasure. I would like to talk to you about serving
on the vestry.
Now we both know full well the reasons that
are used to justify not serving on vestry. “It’s
too much of a commitment.” “The politics
are divisive.” And “I’ve done my time.” Since
serving on the vestry since January of this
year I can tell you that serving has offered
unexpected blessings. Each member of the
vestry brings rich experience and varied
talents to the table. Each member loves our
parish and has history with our parish, and,
surprisingly, we are mostly all on the same
page. Our goal is twofold: (1) to responsibly
manage the church as an economic and religious entity and (2) to continually discern
where God is calling us as a Christian community. We are facing some huge challenges
ahead. Change is inevitable. There will be
empty seats at the table next year. If you are
a person who believes that challenges can
bring opportunity, even if you have served
before, please consider service on the Vestry.
You may contact Rev. Ann, or one of our
wardens, Mechelle Olórtegui or Sarah Tierinni, if you are interested.

Beth Bickley — Altar Guild
I have been a member of the Altar Guild for
about 15 years, though I was familiar with
Altar Guild before that because my mother,
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Florence, was a longtime Altar Guild member
and I would sometimes ‘pitch in’ to help her
after a service. Several months after Mom
died, a member of her team approached me
and said, “What the Altar Guild needs now is
another Bickley.” I said ‘yes’ to that invitation
because I felt it would honor my Mom. But as
it turns out, it also blesses me.
Altar Guild is a quiet, servant ministry. It’s a
special privilege to prepare the sanctuary and
altar for the Eucharist and to take care of
them after the service, to care for the vessels
and linens, to put out these cloth hangings on
the pulpit and lectern, to set out the bread
and the wine, the sacred elements of our
worship. I’m sure you have walked by the AG
sacristy, down this hallway, next to the
priest’s sacristy. It’s where much of our preparatory and clean-up work is done and
where deeper friendships are formed.
In non-COVID times, one of my favorite altar
guild duties is taking the altar flowers to
someone who couldn’t be at the service.
Those deliveries bring a grateful smile and
provide me the chance to share greetings
from all of us to a member of our parish.
I’ve met wonderful folks that way.
When there is a full complement of altar
guild members, we work in teams. A team
has responsibilities for a month of services at
a time and often two members or more of a
team will work together before and after a
service. And altar guild is not the exclusive
domain of women of the parish. Men have
been members of AG teams, too.
New members of the altar guild are trained,
learn a new language (about purificators,
corporals, patens and chalices) and experience the immense satisfaction of serving
quietly behind the scenes at the Lord’s Table.
Our altar guild is quite short-handed right
now. Ideally, we would have three teams
with three or four members on each. If I may
paraphrase the person who approached me
15 years ago, I would say ,“What the altar
guild needs now, is YOU!” Please feel free to
speak with me or Jean Kelsey, the head of
altar guild or anyone working in our sacristy
as you pass by. We would so enjoy telling
you more about this special ministry!

Ralph Sullivan — Usher
I am a member of the ministry of ushers
here at St. Mary’s. I am retired, I am a
Vietnam veteran and I am married to Ellise.
We were married here at St. Mary’s in
1970. I have been a member of Saint
Mary’s for over 30 years. I have been invited to speak to you today on the behalf of
the ministry of ushers.
The ministry of ushers dates back to the
time of the Old Testament. The ushers of
the tabernacle and the temple were called
doorkeepers. The doorkeepers of the temple numbered in the hundreds and were
the forerunners of today’s ushers.
While today’s ushers don’t ring church
bells, their primary duties and responsibilities include greeting and welcoming visitors and parishioners as they enter the
church, helping them find a seat, taking up
the collection and wishing everyone a good
day at the conclusion of the Eucharist celebration.
Another duty for the ushers is to provide
assistance should a medical emergency
occur and call 911 if necessary. In the unlikely event of the fire alarm, ushers can
alert the parish and assist in the orderly
dismissal of the service.
The word “usher” doesn’t specifically refer
to a male. There are female “ushers” as
well and all should feel welcome to this
ministry.
For me, I find serving as an usher to be
rewarding and worthwhile and it still allows me to participate in the worship service.
My goal is to continually improve and enhance the church through our ministry.
I invite you to consider joining the ministry of ushers. You can speak to me or
Randy Brown, or call or send an email to
Sandy in the administrative office for more
information.
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A Half-Century of Musical Ministry
By Noreen Kirk

In 1968, 16-year-old parishioner Karen
Saunders wanted to help with a St. Mary’s
ministry. So she volunteered to play the
piano at the monthly Sunday morning prayer service the church held at Manchester
Manor. Fifty-three years later, St. Mary’s
continues to hold that service, and Karen
Saunders is still playing.
“It’s fun,” Karen says. “I always found older
people interesting.” At the service, she says,
“I usually ask, ‘What’s your favorite hymn?’
Some of the favorites are “Come to the Garden,” “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,”
“Rock of Ages” and “The Old Rugged Cross.”
Many of those who attend are in their 90s.
They have great memories of their favorite
hymns and sometimes know them by heart.

“When Jerry conducted the
service, Karen says, “his kind
manner and direct delivery
made everyone feel at home.”
Today, Andrea Burr leads it.
“Andrea is marvelous,” Karen
says. “She brings such spirituality to the service.”
Karen has been a member of
St. Mary’s since she was 6 or 7
years old. She was confirmed
here and knew several St.
Mary’s rectors. The years of
providing musical accompaniment at the Manchester Manor service, she says, “are a
fond memory for me.”

Karen has gotten to know many of the residents over the years, most recently a Navajo
Native American who goes by the name of
“Chief.” She also got to know the St. Mary’s
parishioners who have led the service. They
include Win Porter, Archibald Stewart, Paul
Christensen, and Anna and Jerry Robillard.

Karen at the keyboard at a recent Sunday service
at Manchester Manor.

Best Wishes to Jessica!

Jessica Gustow, center, received the
sacrament of Holy Baptism on Sunday, Nov. 7. Shown with Jessica as
she celebrates her special day are the
Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson, rector;
and Andrea Burr, Jessica’s sponsor.
Jessica is the daughter of longtime
St. Mary’s parishioner Miriam Gustow.
Photo: Mechelle Olórtegui
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Group Seeks Knitters and Givers
By Ruth McElraevy

The Creative Caring Hands Knitting group
at St. Mary’s hopes to offer free scarves,
hats and mittens/gloves once again on the
“Compassion Clothesline” in the church
parking lot on Park Street. We already
have several dozen items in our inventory,
and our knitters are continuing to produce
more (acrylic yarn only).
If you are a knitter and want to contribute
to our project, please leave items in the
“tub" on the porch of the Church Office, or
email Ruth McElraevy
(rmcelraevy@gmail.com) if you have any
questions.

If you know other knitters who may want
to share in this endeavor, please share this
information with them.
As we collect items we place them in plastic bags and pin to the line. We offer items
for adults and children. We also accept
clean “like-new, gently-used” items, as well
as purchased items such as Thinsulate
gloves, etc., which can be found at stores
like Ocean State Job Lot. Last year we distributed over 360 items from November
through March. Thank you in advance for
your support.

Christmas Seasonal Sharing Is Underway!
By Sarah Tierinni

Important Dates to Remember:

The collection of non-perishable food
continues for our Christmas Seasonal
Sharing food baskets. We are seeking:
canned pineapple, applesauce, cereal,
pasta and sauce, canned fruit and veggies,
soup, rice, tuna, bottled juice, mac &
cheese, coffee and tea.

Produce Sunday: Dec. 12
(donations of fresh produce collected)

Drop-off boxes are located in the back of
the church and in the bin on the office
porch. Monetary donations are also needed and appreciated to help support our
families from Bennet Academy. Your
money will go to purchase eggs, butter,
cheese, milk, diapers, baby food, special
dietary needs and extra fresh produce.
Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s
with ‘seasonal sharing’ in the memo line.
Sign-up sheets for donations of holiday
hams and chickens and delivery help are
in the back of the church.
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Saturday Packing: Dec. 18 (Neill
Hall 9 am, packing food baskets)

Delivery Sunday: Dec. 19 (Neill Hall
after the 9 am service)

Holiday Toy Drive
We are adding a toy drive to the 2021
Christmas Seasonal Sharing outreach. We
are asking for new, unwrapped gifts for
children of all ages. We will have a dropoff point in the sanctuary for those who
would like to contribute. More info will
come in the weekly e-newsletters.

Many thanks to all those
who donated to Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing,
packed baskets and
made deliveries!
Harry Perry loads his
trunk on delivery day.
More photos on p.8.
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New Mission Statement

Nurtured by Christ, Serving Our Neighbors
By Mary Covello

Oxford Languages defines mission statement as “a formal summary of the aims and
values of a company, organization or individual.” A good mission statement should be
a clear, concise declaration of an organization’s goals and values. As any organization
changes, the mission statement should reflect those changes.
St. Mary’s has undergone tremendous
change in the last few years. Our smaller
membership and the COVID pandemic have
significantly impacted the social and community activities we once enjoyed, many of
them focused on hospitality.
When I joined the vestry, I became aware of

the tremendous changes our church is
experiencing and the challenges we face.
I suggested formulating a new mission
statement so that we as a parish could
agree on the fundamentals of our life as a
faith community and have a common,
realistic goal.
Vestry reached out to parishioners for
their thoughts and took those responses
into consideration. After several months
of discussion and several more months of
consideration, the vestry voted in October to adopt “Nurtured by Christ,
Serving Our Neighbors” as St. Mary’s
new mission statement.

God with your whole heart, mind and
being and to love your neighbor as yourself. This mission statement also accurately reflects the results of our priority
exercise, that is, that worship and outreach should be the essential activities at
St. Mary’s when faced with diminishing
resources.
The changes that St. Mary’s has experienced have been difficult for all of us.
Nevertheless, our response must be to
look to the future with hope to see where
God is leading us. We believe this
reimagined mission statement will help
guide us along the way.

To me, this statement perfectly reflects
the two great commandments: to love

Donation Form for
Memorial Christmas Flowers
Enclosed is a special gift to the altar guild flower fund for Christmas flowers and greenery.
$_____________

Please remember in the prayers:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Given by: ___________________________________

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born
to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, let
us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope
of all the earth thou art:
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver, born a
child, and yet a king,
Born to reign in us for ever, now thy
gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all
our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to
thy glorious throne.
Hymnal 1982

Kindly send this completed form and your check to:
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Attention: Sandy
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Report on ECCT Convention 2022
By Mary Covello

Once again, because of COVID considerations, the annual ECCT Convention was
held on a virtual platform. One unexpected benefit of this is that the highlights
are still viewable on the ECCT Website
YouTube channel.
This year a Zoom Webinar format was
used, so you will not see the hundreds of
participants in little boxes on your computer screen, but you will see some beautiful and moving presentations. An opening
video showcased the remarkable transformation of Christ Church Cathedral in
Hartford. This extensive renovation
brought the 1837 building to the 21st century. Gone are the individual boxes used
for worship. In their place is a gorgeous
and spacious hardwood floor, making the
cathedral space useful as a hub for community arts in addition to being a beautiful worship space. This work truly honors
the past and looks toward the future.

restoration of the cathedral and as a tribute to Bishop Ian Douglas, this being his
last ECCT convention. It was written for
three violins two violas, cello, guitar and
tower chimes. You can hear motifs of Anglican chant which gradually evolve and
change and finishes with some reggae riffs.
(Who knew Bishop Ian was a fan of reggae?)

If you have a few moments, I urge you to
check out the videos on the ECCT website.
Thank you for entrusting me with the task
of being your representative to convention
this year.

Below, a screen shot from Convention
shows Bishops Laura Ahrens and Ian
Douglas

Morning prayer on the day of the Convention included a beautiful sermon by Bishop Laura Ahrens, that I found healing. We
also viewed a liturgical dance as part of
morning prayer. My personally favorite
part of the Convention was the first performance of a piece of music entitled
“Bridges.” This composition was commissioned to celebrate the transformative

The “Big Clean-out” is Complete
A great big thank you to Sylvia Armogida for her hard
work chairing the clean-out team and those who were
able to support her throughout the process. The music
room, which had been the staging area for the project, is
empty and total sales were $2,269.15. And most importantly, our space is empty and ready for reimagining!
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Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing

A busy weekend, packing
and delivering food to
our neighbors! Thanks to
all who helped!
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Worship Schedule

St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church

Please watch your weekly emails (or postal mailings) for
information about worship.

•

9 am, Holy Eucharist in St. Mary’s sanctuary. Service
livestreamed on our YouTube channel.

•

7:30 pm, Compline (via Zoom) on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.

41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Ph. 860.649.4583
Email: sandy@stmarysct.org
www. stmarysct.org

See p. 1 for Advent and Christmas worship opportunities.

Nurtured by Christ, Serving
Our Neighbors.

Holiday shopping on Amazon? Remember to choose
Amazon Smile when you log on, so that St. Mary’s receives a percentage of the cost.
When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s.
AmazonSmile is the same as your regular
Amazon account.
Your login and password are the same.

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into www.smile.amazon.com

Parish Register Updates

Call or email Mechelle Olórtegui for details
860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

Elza Ozols Bailey, died Oct. 29, 2021
Eric S. Sawyer, died Nov. 5, 2021

Desmond O’Neill, died Nov. 7, 2021

