
Annual Meeting: 
Looking Ahead Together 
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Scores of parishioners filled 

Anderson Hall on Sunday, Jan. 

21, for St. Mary’s annual meet-

ing. The meeting included a 

review of activities and finances  

for 2017, but the emphasis was 

on moving forward together  in 

the coming year to discern how 

St. Mary’s can best participate 

in God’s mission. 

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

set the tone during her sermon, 

in which she quoted 19th centu-

ry American clergyman Phillips 

Brooks: “Do not pray for tasks 

equal to your powers. Pray for 

powers equal to your tasks.”  

Financial Matters 

Treasurer Gene Marinelli re-

ported  that the church’s 2017 

deficit  of $9,850 was far less 

than originally anticipated. The 

Finance Committee anticipates 

a deficit for 2018 of $49,209 

due to a decline in pledge in-

come, and he urged everyone in 

the St. Mary’s community to  

offer ideas for innovative ways 

to bridge that gap. 

One approach parish leadership 

is taking is to work with the 

Episcopal Church in Connecti-

cut’s canon for mission finance 

and operations, Louis Fuertes, 

to explore creative use of St. 

Mary’s facilities to generate 

revenue. Fuertes will speak at 

an open vestry meeting in the 

church on Tuesday, Jan. 30 

at 7:30 p.m. All are welcome 

to attend. This will be followed 

by a meeting in March, when 

Fuentes and a graduate student 

will discuss how other parishes 

have succeeded in their efforts. 

Vestry Officers and Mem-

bers Elected 

Laura Hart was elected senior 

warden, taking over the position 

from Andrea Burr, who com-

pleted her term. Others elected 

were Dottie Cannon, junior 

warden; Nancy Sampson, clerk; 

Gene Marinelli, treasurer; Joy 

Dorin, assistant treasurer; and 

Jessica Tomic and Harry Perry, 

vestry members to serve until 

January 2021. Andrea Burr and 

Barbara Welchman were named 

delegates to Diocesan Conven-

tion. 

Focus Going Forward 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson noted 

that, rather than focusing on 

increasing membership, St. 

Mary’s is called on to carry out 

Christ’s mission in the world. If 

more people are drawn to the 

church as a result, that’s a bene-

ficial side effect of the church’s 

primary mission. 

St. Mary’s rector, Ann Lovejoy Johnson (center), is 

shown with incoming Senior Warden Laura Hart (left) 

and outgoing Senior Warden Andrea Burr, following 

elections at the annual meeting. 
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By Sarah Tierinni 

On Ash Wednesday, Feb. 14, St. Mary’s 

will begin our annual “Wall out Hunger” 

Campaign. Throughout the Lenten sea-

son, we will be collecting nonperishable 

food items, toiletries, personal hygiene 

products, cleaning supplies, paper goods, 

etc., to build an actual wall in the baptist-

ery.  

This year we will be supporting both the 

MACC Food Pantry and Bennet’s Family 

Resource Center. We are hoping to collect 

enough personal care items (deodorants, 

shampoo, body wash, soap, feminine 

hygiene products) to give to both the 

pantry and to the 6th graders at Bennet. 

When discussing our church partnership 

with Brittany Hall, the FRC coordinator, 

she expressed a need for these specific 

items to be on hand at the school for the 

staff to hand out to the children, as they 

2018 “Wall out Hunger” Ministry to Benefit MACC 
and Bennet 6th Grade Academy  

By Valerie Huestis 

On Sunday, March 11, at 7 p.m., St. 

Mary's is offering Celtic Vespers, a nonde-

nominational candlelight service featur-

ing prayers and music of Ireland, Scot-

land, England and Wales. Christianity 

flourished throughout the British Isles for 

many centuries, emphasizing a sense of 

God’s nearness and the love of creation 

(nature) as God’s gift. This vesper service, 

steeped in tradition, 

invites one to enter 

into a place of quiet, 

prayer and reflec-

tion and provides an 

opportunity to light 

a candle in remem-

brance. The service 

will feature music 

by Wild Notes 

(Kasha Breau, harp; 

may not be aware of proper hygiene. All 

other nonperishable food items, paper 

products, cleaning products, diapers, etc., 

will be delivered to MACC on Palm Sun-

day after the 10 a.m. service to help sup-

port the more than 1,200 people who 

shop there monthly.  

Throughout Lent, please bring your do-

nations and place them on the wall. Help 

us to build an even larger wall this year to 

“wall out hunger” and support those fam-

ilies in need in our Manchester commu-

nity. 

Last year’s Wall out Hunger 

wall. Donated items will 

benefit people of all ages in 

Manchester. Please donate 

during Lent. 

Celtic Vespers Returns March 11 

John Kalinowski, concertina and accordi-

on; and Mickey Koth, fiddle, flute, record-

er and whistle). The ensemble will be 

joined by Alex Nakhimovsky, director of 

music ministries at St. Mary’s, and St. 

Mary’s choir. 

St. Mary's is built on land donated by the 

Cheney family, owners of the historic 

Manchester silk mills. The chancel of the 

“old” St. Mary's (completed in 1883) con-

tains Tiffany windows and unique Ameri-

can chestnut wall panels. The “new” St. 

Mary's (built in 1955) has a stone from 

Iona, Scotland, embedded in the Nativity 

Chapel altar. 

We invite you and your family and friends 

to join us as we seek a sense of wholeness 

and peace in these turbulent times. A 

reception with light refreshments will 

immediately follow the service. 

Scout Sunday Feb. 4 

Feb. 4 is Scout Sunday at St. Mary’s. 

Scouts from St. Mary’s Troop 27 will play 

key roles in the 10 a.m. service and host a 

fundraising breakfast between the 7:30 

and 10 a.m. services. Funds raised will be 

used for special scout activities this year. 

For information on tickets to the break-

fast, contact Eileen Christensen at 

860.644.2890. 

St. Mary’s has sponsored the Boy Scout 

troop for 100 years! 
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Rector’s “Office Hours” Resume Feb. 2 

ting to know members of St. Mary’s and 

helping members get to know each other.  

The gatherings were suspended during the 

busy holiday season, but will resume on 

Friday, Feb. 2. 

All are invited to join Rector Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson for coffee and conversation on 

Fridays from 1 to 3 p.m. at Silk City Cof-

fee, 763 Main St., Manchester. 

Ann began the practice shortly after ar-

riving at St. Mary’s, with the goal of get-

Region Missionary Plans Spring Visits 

will join us for our “Grubby Sunday” 

work day. She’ll make her first “official” 

visit to St. Mary’s on Sunday, May 27 

(Trinity Sunday, which falls on Memori-

al Day weekend). During the May vis-

it, she will preach and lead one—or 

possibly two—discussions with parish-

ioners. Watch for more details. 

There’s no agenda, and no RSVP is nec-

essary. Just come and enjoy! 

Maggie Breen, Northeast Region Mis-

sionary for the Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut, will visit St. Mary’s twice 

this spring. On Sunday, April 22, she 

Church and the Flu: Suggestions                             

from the Bishop of Maine 

Editor’s note: The Rt. Rev. Stephen Lane, 

Bishop of the Episcopal Church in Maine, 

included these recommendations in the dio-

cese’s e-newsletter. Our rector, the Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson, wishes to share them with 

St. Mary’s. 

Sacraments in a Time of Flu 

According to the Maine Center for Dis-

ease Control's weekly report, we're in 

the midst of a severe influenza season 

with new cases still on the rise. To pre-

vent the spread of the flu, I invite 

churches to adopt the following for the 

next several weeks: 

1. Please make hand sanitizer readily 

available in church and parish hall. 

Wash your hands before eating at coffee 

hour. 

2. Rather than shaking hands, please 

consider passing the Peace with ges-

tures and nods. Refrain from holding 

hands for the Lord's Prayer. 

3. The safest approach to communion is 

to receive the bread only. Communion 

in one kind, as it's known, is complete 

communion. Children and folks in re-

covery receive this way every week. 

4. I urge you to discourage intinction 

[dipping wafer into wine]. Intinction 

brings fingers into the common cup and 

is the most likely way for flu bugs to 

spread. A sip from the common cup is 

much less likely to spread flu. Intinction 

makes you more likely, not less likely, to 

spread or catch someone else's cold or 

flu. 

These may seem like extraordinary 

measures, but the flu is causing numer-

ous hospitalizations and deaths this 

year. Please be good neighbors and do 

your part to prevent the spread of the 

flu. 

Bishop Steve 

The DioLog 

Volume 20, Number 2 ~  January 19, 2018 

From the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention 

Influenza (also known as the flu) is a 

contagious respiratory illness caused by 

flu viruses … The flu is different from a 

cold. The flu usually comes on suddenly. 

People who have the flu often feel some 

or all of these symptoms: 

 Fever* or feeling feverish/chills 

 Cough 

 Sore throat 

 Runny or stuffy nose 

 Muscle or body aches 

 Headaches 

 Fatigue (tiredness) 

 Some people may have vomiting and 

diarrhea, though this is more com-

mon in children than adults. 

 

*It’s important to note that not everyone 

with flu will have a fever. 
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Baptism Day! Above, Sarah, Norah, 

Maya and James Tierinni at Norah’s 

baptism, which took place at St. Mary’s 

on Sunday, Jan. 7. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church in Vernon is 

organizing a whale watch excursion for 

Saturday, July 14, and members of St. 

Mary’s are invited to join them. 

The whale watching excursion departs at 

2 p.m. from Town Wharf in Plymouth, 

Massachusetts, and heads out to Cape 

Cod Bay and Stellwagen Bank, a marine 

sanctuary and one of the primary feeding 

grounds for Humpback Whales, Finback 

Whales, Pilot Whales, Minke Whales and 

the endangered Right Whales.  The entire 

round trip is between three and half and 

four hours.  A restaurant in the area will 

You’re Invited: Whale Watch and 

Movie Night 

be announced at a later date for anyone 

wishing to have dinner. 

With a group of 20 or more, there will 

be a $10 discount off the price of each 

adult ticket. Regular ticket prices are: 

Adult - $49 

Senior – (62 and over) $39 

Child – (4-12) - $29 

Child 3 and under – Free 

Active Military – Free (ID Required) 

Please sign up by writing Virginia 

Army at 

stjohnsvernoct@gmail.com.  

From the Wardens’ Report 

Editor’s note: This is an excerpt from the report 

our wardens published in St. Mary’s 2017 an-

nual report: 

“The road ahead presents many opportuni-

ties and challenges—opportunities to deep-

en our community relationships and chal-

lenges that will require all our efforts. The 

Vestry and Finance Committee work dili-

gently to sustain our financial health in 

order to do the work of God’s mission, now 

and in the future. Our budget for 2018 

shows considerable strain with its notable 

deficit. And yet, if we look around, St. 

Mary’s offers an abundance of resources, 

particularly within our campus space. We 

must together—as a whole community—

discern prayerfully, carefully, and creative-

ly how our church and buildings support 

our worship and God’s call to us.” 

 

Andrea Burr, Senior Warden 

Dotti Canon, Junior Warden 
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“Beloved Community” Is Coming to St. Mary’s 

What does Becoming A Beloved Community mean to you? 

Is it communities where all people may experience dignity and abundant life? 

Is it communities where we ourselves and others as beloved children of God?  

Is it communities where flourishing of every person (and all creation) is seen as the hope of 
each?  

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look 
with compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which 
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and 
work through our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in 
your good time, all nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly 
throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 – Prayer for the Human Family (Book of Common Prayer)  

“Jesus has shown us the way to become the Beloved Community of God. St. Paul said it this way: ‘In Christ, God 
was reconciling the world to himself’ and now he has entrusted us with ‘the message of reconciliation’ (2 Corin-
thians 5:19).” ~ The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, presiding bishop and primate of the Episcopal Church 

                        More To Come …. 

Jan. 21 Annual Meeting 

Clockwise from top left: The hall 

was filled; Mechelle OlOrtegui 

spoke about stewardship; Gene 

Marinelli gave the treasurer’s 

report; choir members led the 

congregation in the closing 

hymn. 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

8:45  a.m. Adult Forum 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Christian Formation classes 

 

Tuesdays    

7 p.m. Evening Prayer  

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” 

at the 10 a.m. service. The youth of the church take a special 

part in the service, and the service is geared to children. 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to shop at AmazonSmile, and the Amazon Foundation will 

donate 0.5 percent of your eligible purchases to St. Mary’s. 

 

Shop at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 

Your login and password are the same. 

Instructions to set up St. Mary’s as your AmazonSmile charity are in 

the Narthex 

 

Call or email Mechelle Olórtegui for details 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Every bit counts, to help support the ministries at St. Mary’s  

Parish Register Updates 

Baptism: 

Norah Anne Tierinni, daughter of Sarah and James Tierinni, 

January 7, 2018 

 

Burials: 

Claude F. LeBlanc, January 6, 2018 

Muriel M. Smith, January 19,2018 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CJ6WGK309FT2&K=3C5BDAVC697EY&M=urn:rtn:msg:2017111615105393ea02f2203f4bbab8905093cb50p0na&R=27K0KGLSB5OMS&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F06-0653094%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_260497440&H=R926ELFQFR688UYXEQYACMIOCCYA&ref_
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

