
Conversation Abounds 
at Annual Meeting 
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Scores of parishioners gath-

ered in Anderson Hall on 

Sunday, Jan. 27, for St. 

Mary’s Annual Parish Meet-

ing. The meeting’s busy 

agenda, which began and 

ended with prayer and 

hymns,  featured infor-

mal table discussions, 

election of vestry mem-

bers and officers, and a 

presentation on the 

church’s financial 

standing. 

Table Discussions 

Each table discussed 

one of two questions. One 

asked people to say what 

they get from St. Mary’s that 

they couldn’t live without, 

and the other asked for ide-

as on what people think God 

is calling us to do. 

In response to the first ques-

tion, most tables mentioned 

the sense of community and 

the personal spiritual sup-

port and guidance St. Mary’s 

provides. In response to the 

second question, many com-

ments focused on enhancing 

communication and reach-

ing out to the community 

through collaboration and 

innovative initiatives. 

The reports reflected an 

awareness of challenges 

facing St. Mary’s, but also a 

sense of energy and opti-

mism. 

Parish Leadership 

Elections 

The following people 

were elected to leader-

ship roles: 

Mechelle OlÓrtegui, 

senior warden; Sarah 

Tierinni, junior war-

den; Jessica Tomic, clerk; 

Gene Marinelli, treasurer; 

Continued on p. 5 

Youth in our Regional Con-

firmation group are asking 

parishioners to bring trial/

travel-size toiletries to 

church on Sunday, Feb. 3. 

The young people are assem-

bling toiletries packets to 

offer guests at Church By 

The Pond, a “church without 

walls” that Christ Church 

Cathedral holds every Satur-

day at 2 p.m. in Hartford’s 

Bushnell Park.  

Needed items include trial/

travel-sized lip balm, hand 

lotion, hand warmers, tooth-

paste, soap and/or hand 

sanitizers. 

Confirmands will assemble 

the packets after church on 

Feb. 3 and bring them to the 

Church on the Pond when 

they visit it  on Feb. 9. The 

visit is one of the confirm-

ands’ “mission experience” 

opportunities. 

If you miss the Feb. 3 dona-

tion day, you can still help! 

Bring items to the office and 

they’ll be given to the 

Church by the Pond for fu-

ture use. 

Please Donate Toiletries on Feb. 3 
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This past fall, the Annual Convention of 

the Episcopal Church in Connecti-

cut approved a resolution setting aside the 

second Sunday in February (Feb. 10 this 

year) as a Day of Racial Healing, Justice, 

and Reconciliation “during which parishes 

are asked to begin a conversation about the 

sin of racism in our lives and in the world 

by hosting a forum on racial healing, jus-

tice, and reconciliation.”  

St. Mary’s is responding to that resolu-

tion. On Feb. 10, at 10:15 am (during Fo-

rum time), we’ll watch a brief video fea-

turing Dr. Catherine Meeks, 

the Founding Executive Director of the 

Absalom Jones Episcopal Center for Ra-

cial Healing in Atlanta, Georgia, and au-

thor of Living into God's Dream: Dis-

mantling Racism in America. This is a 

recording of her presentation to the Joint 

Session of the House of Bishops and 

House of Deputies that occurred at the 

2018 General Convention in Austin, Tex-

as. 

After watching the video, we’ll discuss the 

same questions last year’s Convention 

deputies used to reflect on what Jesus is 

calling us toward personally, and how our 

churches and institutions might respond 

to this call collectively.  

St. Mary’s Adult Forum: 

Antiracism Program Planned for Feb. 10 

2019 “Wall out Hunger” Ministry to Benefit 

MACC and Bennet 

By Sarah Tierinni 

On Ash Wednesday, March 6, St. 

Mary’s will begin our annual “Wall out 

Hunger” Campaign. We will be collect-

ing nonperishable food items, toilet-

ries, personal hygiene products, clean-

ing supplies, paper goods, etc. to build 

an actual wall in the Baptistery for the 

entire Lenten season.  

This year we will be supporting both 

the MACC Food Pantry and Bennet’s 

Family Resource Center. We are hop-

ing to collect enough personal care 

items (deodorants, shampoo, body 

wash, soap, feminine hygiene prod-

ucts) to give to both the pantry and to 

the 5th and 6th graders at Bennet. 

These items will be located in the Fam-

ily Resource Center and handed out to 

parents, social workers and teachers as 

needed. All other nonperishable food 

items, paper products, cleaning prod-

ucts, diapers, etc., will be delivered to 

MACC on Palm Sunday after the 9 am 

service to help support the over 1,200 

people who shop monthly.  

Throughout Lent, please bring your 

donations and place them on the 

wall. As you’ll see by the photo of last 

year’s wall, below, the people of St. 

Mary’s have given generously in the 

past. Please help us to build an even 

larger wall this year to “wall out hun-

ger” and support those families in 

need in our Manchester community. 
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There’s Still Time to Sign up for Antiracism 

Book Discussion Series 

session focusing on one section of Irving’s 

book. Here’s the schedule: 

Sunday afternoon program 

Time: 1 to 2:30 p.m. 

Location: St. Mary’s 

Facilitator: Mechelle OlOrtegui 

Dates: Feb. 17, March 3, March 17 

Snow date: TBD 

 

Wednesday daytime program (already 

underway, but new people welcome) 

Time: Noon to 1:30 p.m. (brown bag lunch) 

Location: Concordia Lutheran 

Facilitators: Ann Lovejoy Johnson and Ra-

chel Clarke, Family Resource Coordinator at 

Verplanck School 

Dates: Jan. 30, Feb. 27, March 27 

Snow date: April 10 

 

Wednesday evening program 

Time: 6:30 to 8 p.m. (no meal) 

Location: Emanuel Lutheran 

As announced in the 

January 

“Happenings,” St. 

Mary’s, Concordia 

Lutheran and Eman-

uel Lutheran church-

es have teamed up to 

hold a discussion 

series  based on the 

book, “Waking up 

White” by Debby 

Irving. The book 

relates Irving’s journey in gaining a better 

understanding of race in America.  

The series consists of three identical three-

session programs, offered with a choice of 

days, times and locations. All are welcome, 

but everyone must register ahead of 

time by calling St. Mary’s at 860.649.4583.  

Dates, Times and Locations 

People can register for any one of three 

identical programs, listed below. Each pro-

gram will include three sessions, with each 

Facilitators: Douglas Barclay and Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson 

Dates: Feb. 13, March 13, April 10 

Snow date: May 8 

 

Copies of “Waking up White” may be pur-

chased from any bookseller (fifty percent 

of profits go to charities addressing issues 

of racial inequity, according to Irving’s 

website). Copies may also be borrowed 

from Mary Cheney Library (see the refer-

ence desk) with a Manchester library card.  

To Register 

Again, those wishing to attend must regis-

ter in advance by calling St. Mary’s Episco-

pal Church at 860.649.4583. 

For More Information 

St. Mary’s (860.649.4583); Concordia 

(860.649.5311); or Emanuel 

(860.643.1193). 

Christian Formation Moments at St. Mary’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above, Natalie Mercier lights her candle to "remember her baptism" after 

listening to the Baptism story told by Laura Hart as Caroline Mello and Maya 

Tierinni look on. In photo at right, Carolyn Mello basks in the light. The chil-

dren are participating in St. Mary’s Godly Play church school class. 



Page 4 H a p p eni n g s  

For the second consecutive year, St. Mary’s Youth Group has crafted warm fleece scarves, displayed them in front of the church and 

invited anyone who needed one to take it. It’s a meaningful and practical “winter warming” project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Make Scarves for the Taking 

Mark Your Calendar! 

ECW Annual Meeting Is May 2 

The 138th Annual Meeting of the Epis-

copal Church Women in Connecticut 

will be held midday on Thursday, May 

2, at the Aqua Turf in Plantsville 

(Southington), CT. 

The guest speaker for this year’s event is 

internationally known Christian speak-

er Sue Heimer. Heimer is an author, 

counselor, Bible teacher and founder of 

Leaving Your Legacy Ministries, a min-

istry to encourage and support women 

in every stage of life. (See more at 

www.sueheimer.com.) The theme of her 

talk is Leading Women to Love and 

Lean on God. 

Luncheon entree choices include pan 

seared salmon with whole grain mus-

tard, honey and ginger glaze; chicken 

Florentine over baby spinach with a 

lemon cream sauce; and pasta pri-

mavera (penne pasta and seasonal vege-

tables tossed in a light Alfredo sauce). 

Salad, potato, vegetables, dessert and 

beverages are also included. 

Attendance is by reservation only. Tickets 

are $20 per person (nonrefundable). To 

make your reservation, mail your check 

payable to “ECW in CT” to Debbie Boone, 

ECW Administrator, 631 Enfield Street, 

Enfield, CT 06082. Babysitting is availa-

ble by reservation. 

Sue Heimer 
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2019. The church ended 2018 with a budg-

et deficit of just over $24,000. As with 

nearly all mainline churches, St. Mary’s is 

seeing a decrease in attendance and, there-

fore, in pledges. Even though expenses are 

tightly controlled, revenue is insufficient 

for the church’s needs. This is also seen in 

the 2019 budget, which projects a deficit of 

approximately $70,000. Gene and others 

are in conversation with representatives of 

the Episcopal Church in Connecticut (the 

diocese) to explore ways of using endowed 

and other funds. St. Mary’s has also 

launched a Sustainability Team to study 

various options that would contribute to 

the church’s viability.  

 Joy Dorin, assistant treasurer; Bruce 

Perry, vestry until 2022; Noreen Kirk, 

vestry until 2022; Karen Armogida, 

vestry until 2021; Jo-Ann Swanson, 

vestry until 2020. A complete list of 

vestry members and officers, along with 

their contact information, is posted on 

St. Mary’s website, stmarysct.org. Pho-

tos of each person will appear in the 

March issue of “Happenings.” 

Treasurer’s Report and 2019 

Budget 

Treasurer Gene Marinelli gave a de-

tailed report on financial results from 

2018 and presented the budget for 

Gene urged all parishioners to offer their 

ideas, energy and insights to come up 

with ideas that could help St. Mary’s 

meet the undeniable challenges facing it 

and to be open to whatever changes may 

be necessary to enable the church to 

thrive into the future. 

 

Annual Meeting (Continued from p. 1) 

Rector Ann Lovejoy Johnson addresses members at 

the Annual Parish Meeting. 

Gene Marinelli presents the Treasurer’s Re-

port. 

Parishioners fill Anderson Hall for the Jan. 27 

Annual Parish Meeting. 
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The first Sunday in March each year is 

Undie Sunday at St. Mary’s. This year it 

falls on March 3. 

On Undie Sunday, parishioners are asked 

to donate items such as socks, underwear, 

bras, undershirts, etc., for all ages and gen-

ders. Items such as these are among those 

most needed by disadvantaged adults and 

children in Manchester. Yet, they’re vitally 

important, because dignity begins with the 

basics.  

Items donated on Undie Sunday will go to 

MACC and to the Family Resource Center 

at Bennet, which will distribute the items 

to those in need. 

So please go 

shopping and 

help adults 

and children 

in our neigh-

borhoods ob-

tain basics 

that many of 

us take for 

granted. 

Undie Sunday Returns! 

“Because Dignity Begins with the Basics” 

20th Anniversary! 

McElraevy Concert Is May 18 

Paul Bisaccia 

 

 

 

The 20th Anniversary of the Richard J. 

McElraevy Concert Series will be cele-

brated on Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 

7:30 pm at St. Mary’s. 

 

Our guest performer will be the na-

tionally acclaimed pianist Paul Bisac-

cia performing an All-Gershwin Pro-

gram on our Steinway Grand. 

 

The concert is free and open to the 

public, thanks to the longstanding 

support of the McElraevy family. 

 

Please join us for this gala celebration 

of this very special concert series, 

which has brought outstanding musi-

cians to St. Mary’s for so many years. 

 

Start  spreading the word and circle 

the date now on your calendar ! 

 

 

 

 

Transformation of 33 

Park Street Continues 

St. Mary’s property at 33 Park Street is 

under renovation, and the work is going 

well. 

The walls and woodwork have been 

painted. All ceilings have been patched 

and painted. A new floor that simulates 

dark stone has been installed in the up-

stairs kitchen and bathroom. All hard-

wood floors are being sanded and sealed. 

Kitchen cabinets have been delivered. 

Bathroom and kitchen plumbing work 

has been completed; appliances and fix-

tures have been ordered. Combination 

ceiling lights and fans have been ordered. 

We’ll be ready for an open house the first 

or second week of February – it depends 

on the floors. 

John Zimmer, our contractor and prop-

erty manager, hopes to have a tenant by 

early spring.  
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St. Mary’s: The Evolution Continues 
By Mechelle OlÓrtegui 

A look at the history of St. Mary’s 

reveals a faith community that has 

undergone numerous changes 

over its lifetime. As we think about 

St. Mary’s future and where we 

might go from here, it may be 

helpful to take a brief look at 

where we’ve been. 

St. Mary's Church services were first 

held in Manchester, the north end, in 

1839 and  

continued until 1842 under the direc-

tion of Rev. Mr. Burgess, afterwards 

bishop of Maine, and also by Rev. Mr. 

Totten. 

On May 24, 1844, Rev. Wm. C. Corbyn 

was chosen as rector of St. Mary's. The 

parish was organized under the name of 

St. Mary’s Church and services were 

held in various school buildings at Man-

chester Green in the old brick school 

until a small church opposite Center 

Church was built in early 1846 with the 

help of the Cheney brothers near the 

present site of Center Congregational. 

Later that year, after the resignation of 

Rev. Corbyn, the church moved to 

North Manchester to be closer to the 

majority of its members. In 1847, ser-

vices lapsed and the parish encountered 

financial difficulties. The church was 

dissolved, and the building was sold. 

The members reunited and services 

were resumed in June 1851 by Professor 

Jackson of Trinity College under the 

Episcopal Church, which established the 

Parish of St. Mary’s. This continued 

until 1855, when Rev. Enoch Hunting-

ton, a retired clergyman, resumed the 

work. During the period 1852 through 

1869, the old church at North Manches-

ter struggled to survive, abandoning 

regular services and then re-

establishing them, and finally closing in 

1869.  

In the early 1870s, members began wor-

shipping in people’s homes. The church 

then purchased Center Academy from the 

Freemasons and moved the altar and pul-

pit from the old building to this new site. 

Regular services were re-established on 

April 5, 1874 (Easter). Five years later, a 

building committee was chosen to collect 

funds to build a new church. On June 26, 

1882, a cornerstone was laid for the 

church on a site donated by the Cheney 

brothers. The first service in the church 

was held on March 25, 1883 (Easter), and 

the church was consecrated on June 7, 

1884. 

In 1923, a building program was begun for 

a new church, but the Great Depression 

slowed the financing of the project. The 

effort to build a new church was revital-

ized in 1953, and ground was broken for 

the new church at the 10 am service on 

July 10, 1955. Six months later, Bishop 

Walter H. Gray laid the cornerstone, and 

the new building (located on the corner 

of Park Street and Church Street) was 

dedicated on Sept. 5, 1956. Bishop J. 

Warren Hutchens consecrated the 

church on Nov. 3, 1971. July 2015 was 

the 60th anniversary of the ground-

breaking of the new church to serve 

God’s mission in Manchester and the 

world. 

Where do we go from here? 

What is God calling on us to do 

next …? 

Clockwise from up-

per left: structure on 

North Street, where 

services were held in 

the 1840s; Center 

Academy, where ser-

vices were held in the 

1870s; St. Mary’s as it 

appeared from 1883 

until the construction 

of the “new” church 

in the 1950s.  



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule  

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist (except on the fifth Sunday of any month, when we have 

a single, 9 a.m. service)  

 

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music) 

Christian Formation classes following the 9 a.m. service 

 

Tuesdays 

7 p.m. Evening Prayer 

 

Wednesdays  

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 9 a.m. 

service. The youth of the church take a special role in the service. 

 

Shopping on Amazon? Use AmazonSmile! Every purchase 

helps support St. Mary’s missions. 

 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation do-

nates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR 

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details 

860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Parish Register Updates 

 

Burials 

Edna Harris, December 27, 2018 

Cynthia Kindl, January 12, 2019 

Send Ideas/Information to “Happenings” 

Do you have information, photos or suggestions for articles to appear in St. Mary’s monthly newsletter, “Happenings”? If so, 

please contact Noreen Kirk at nskirk50@gmail.com or 860.742.8850. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

