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Annual Meeting Held

Happenings

Newsletter of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Manchester, CT

St. Mary’s annual parish
meeting was held on Sunday,
Jan. 26. Following a single, 9
am service of Holy Eucharist
and a festive brunch prepared
by the vestry, attendees
turned their attention to
many significant aspects of
church life.
The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson called the meeting to order. Attendees joined in reciting a prayer for guidance and

singing a hymn invoking the
presence of the Holy Spirit.
Rev. Ann read the list of parishioners who had died in
2019. The usual order of business followed, including election of parish leadership and
appointment of representatives to community organizations. Reports from the rector,
wardens, ministries and committees are contained in the
printed annual report.

The Financial Picture
Treasurer Gene Marinelli
presented the 2019 financial
report and the budget for
2020. The church ended
2019 with a small surplus of
$2,018. This was due to
many factors, including
higher-than-projected
pledge income; nearly
$10,000 more income from
Continued on p. 7

Wardens’ Message on Behalf of Vestry
At the annual meeting, Senior Warden Mechelle Olórtegui and Junior Warden
Sarah Tierinni offered a message from St. Mary’s vestry.
“The Vestry believes, based on feedback and a guiding document entitled The Smaller Congregation—Pathways in Challenging Times by Alice Mann, that our vision going forward is to be
realistic, practical and mission-driven, with a focus on collaboration and cost reduction.
We will deliberately continue to collaborate with Concordia to see what opportunities there might be to work together here in Manchester. This may include building a stronger
music program, pursuing shared outreach into the Manchester community, strengthening
youth programming and sharing costs. This collaboration will be based on deepening our relationships with our friends from Concordia, which we hope will evolve naturally as we continue
in fellowship activities. We will explore collaborative opportunities with other organizations in
Manchester, too, to see what opportunities there might be to work together. We will also be
taking steps here at St. Mary’s, such as looking at options to increase revenues. We will aim to
be creative with our assets, which include both our buildings and our people. We will look at
ways we can be good stewards of the buildings we are blessed with using an open and creative
vision.
We can’t go backwards. We must be bold and move forward from a position of
strength. We thank you all for your feedback and continued prayers for the vestry and your
fellow parishioners here at our beloved St. Mary's.
We will share the guiding document mentioned earlier with all parishioners by the
next Fifth Sunday, which is March 29.”
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Plan Now to Attend a Festive Fastnacht!
Food! Music! Fellowship! Everyone from
St. Mary’s is invited to enjoy all these at a
traditional Fastnacht celebration at Concordia Lutheran Church on Sunday, Feb.
23.
On that day, we will have a joint
worship service at Concordia at 10
am. (There will be no 9 am service
at St. Mary’s that day. The 7:30 am
service will take place as usual.)

Yes, I/We would like to attend
— Fastnacht —
Sunday, Feb. 23, 2020

The festivities kick off with a social hour
in Brandt Lounge at 11:15 am featuring
hors d’oeuvres, cheese & crackers, beer
and wine. This is followed at 12:30 pm by
a traditional German roast pork dinner
in Kaiser Hall.
Fastnacht is a German custom similar to
Mardi Gras, Carnival and other observances held on Shrove Tuesday, sometimes called Fat Tuesday, the day before
Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent.

Concordia Lutheran Church
Social Hour 11:15 am
Dinner 12:30 pm
Name:
__________________________________________________

Total Number Attending ___

I can bring a dessert ___

Concordia’s Fastnacht promises to be a
fun and memorable experience.
To reserve your place, return the
form at right to St. Mary’s parish
office by Sunday, Feb. 16. A suggested donation is $10 per person.

Church Affiliation:
__________________________________________________

Suggested Donation: $10 per person

PLEASE SUBMIT THIS RESERVATION TO YOUR CHURCH
OFFICE BY SUNDAY, FEB. 16.
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Kicking off Soon: Outreach Initiatives to
Help Our Community
Two community outreach efforts St. Mary’s
spearheads every year will get underway in
late February and early March. Please plan
now to be Christ’s hands in the world by
contributing to these worthwhile efforts.

collect much-needed NEW underwear,
bras and socks of all sizes for donation to
MACC and the Family Resource Center at
Bennet Academy.

Wall out Hunger
On Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26, our "Wall out
Hunger" campaign will begin. We are seeking donations of nonperishable food items,
household cleaning supplies, personal hygiene items, feminine hygiene products and
paper products. We will build a large wall of
these items in the baptistery for the entire
Lenten season and then deliver the collected
items to the MACC Food Pantry and to the
Family Resource Center at our partner
school, Bennet Fifth and Sixth Grade Academy.

Undie Sunday

Laundry baskets will be put out in the
church on Feb. 23 as a reminder.
Please shop online or at your favorite
stores to purchase and donate these
essential items to adults and children
who need them. Your gift will make a
huge difference!

Maya Tierinni
and last
year’s Wall
out Hunger
“wall.”

Our 3rd annual Undie Sunday Campaign
will take place on March 1. Dignity begins
with the basics! Through this initiative, we

Say Hello to Our New Sexton
After an extensive search, St. Mary’s engaged a
new sexton late last year. He is Robert Laughlin, a longtime Manchester resident whose fulltime job is as night maintenance supervisor at
the massive Aetna building in Hartford. Robert
assumed his new, part-time position at St.
Mary’s just before Christmas.
Robert’s roots in Manchester go back to 1842,
when his family first settled in town. Although
he was born in a different part of the state, he
made frequent visits to Manchester as a young
child to visit his grandparents. He and his parents, both of whom were artists, moved to
Manchester permanently when he was in middle school. Robert began volunteering at the
Lutz Children’s Museum at the age of 14 and by
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the time he left in 2004, he was the president of its board.

ert is, he jokes that one reason he accepted the sexton position at St. Mary’s is that
the church is located halfway between two
of his favorite breakfast spots: The Angry
Egg and Cosmic Omelet.
In his role at St. Mary’s, Robert will be
responsible for general maintenance and
for setting up spaces in the church for
meetings and other activities.

In another sign of what a true “local” Rob-

Robert says he hopes parishioners will be
happy with his work, and he looks forward
to helping people make use of the buildings. “It’s nice to have things going on,” he
says. “It’s good to have the buildings used
and loved.”
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The Way of Love: Pray
By Mary Covello
Editor’s note: The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, the
presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, has
a new vision called “The Way of Love—
Practices for a Jesus-Centered Life.” See
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-oflove. Mary Covello and Andrea Burr are leading a Way of Love group at St. Mary’s.

Prayer is the breath of the spiritual life.
(And you wouldn’t breathe just once a
week would you?) Every time we turn our
hearts and minds to prayer we are in fact
responding to God’s invitation to enter
into relationship.
There are so many forms of prayer that
can be practiced that every individual can
find a unique practice that will be lifegiving and life-sustaining. The Book of
Common Prayer is a rich resource. It
contains the Daily Office (Morning Pray-

er, Noonday Prayer, Evening Prayer,
Compline and Daily Devotions for individuals and families). It also contains a
large number of Collects for every possible need or occasion.
The Psalms, also included in the BCP,
are unique — they are prayers, scripture,
poetry and songs all in one.

richly rewarding when practiced regularly.
Jesus teaches us about prayer in the Gospels, both by example (he seemed to always be going off to the desert to pray)
and by instruction. A life of prayer will
gradually open our eyes to God’s presence
all around us in the world, and our role in
his plan.

You may keep a personal prayer list and
lift up intentions for friends and family
members on a regular basis. You may
form a small prayer group that meets
regularly to pray for pressing needs in
our families, communities, country and
the world. Keep track of your prayer
requests; you may be surprised at how
they are answered.
And finally, contemplation or centering
prayer is a wordless prayer that can be

You’re Invited to Participate in The Way of Love at St. Mary’s
The Way of Love is a nine-session program based on a curriculum designed by The Episcopal Church. We are meeting at 10:15 am
on Sundays in the Chapel of the Resurrection. Anyone is invited to join us. You do not have to have participated in previous sessions
to enjoy this. The next sessions are as follows: Feb. 2, Pray; Feb. 16, Worship; March 1, Bless; March 8, Go; March 15 Rest; March
22, Living the Way of Love.

A Joyous Celebration
On Jan. 12, with family and
friends around them, Amir
Fabian Emanuel Price, son of
Alicia Price, and Isla Fai
Price, daughter of Alexandra
Price, received the Sacrament
of Baptism at St. Mary’s.
We welcome these new members into the household of
God.
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Dismantling Racism Book Discussion Series
Continues
The book discussion series sponsored by St.
Mary’s, Concordia Lutheran and Emanuel
Lutheran will continue in February and
March with two thought-provoking books.
Participants will be reading Ghosts in the
School Yard: Racism and School Closings
on Chicago's South Side by Eve L. Ewing as
the primary text. The Children in Room E4:
American Education on Trial by Susan
Eaton is a supplementary text. Meeting
dates are Feb. 5 and March 11. The group
meets from noon to 2 pm at Concordia. St.
Mary’s has copies of the books available to
borrow. Stop by the parish office Monday
through Friday, 9 am to noon, or contact
Reverend Ann at revalovejoy@gmail.com to
arrange to pick up a copy.

Thank You Luncheon a Huge Success
At St. Mary’s invitation, members of Concordia
joined us for worship and a thank you luncheon on Sunday, Jan. 19. The luncheon was to
thank Concordia for their hospitality to us last
summer. It was a spirited gathering, with tables filled with members of both churches.
Mark Winzler, head of Concordia’s Council,
later wrote, “Just a short note to thank you
most sincerely for everything associated with
yesterday. Concordians enjoyed everything
about it. I think that the sharing of the peace
set a record for one of the longest ever. Clearly
members of our two churches were happy to
see one another again!”
Deacon Emeritus Karen Fedorchak, who organized the
event, extends “gratitude and
appreciation to all from St.
Mary's who so willingly donated foods, time and talents
to make the luncheon a success.”
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Rector’s Address on Annual Meeting Sunday

Choosing Transformation in 2020
Editor’s note: This is a slightly edited version
of the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson’s sermon of
Jan. 26, 2020.
This week I have been
following stories from
Rooted in Jesus, a revival
and conference in Atlanta
with over 2,000 Episcopalians gathered. The stories
and guest speakers were
inspiring. I have been pondering some words by the Rev. Scott Gunn
(Executive Director of Forward Movement,
the publisher of the Forward Day By Day
readings):
“In many places, people are choosing to leave
the comfort and safety of Christendom with
its model of parishes as preservation societies
for the adventure of living the Gospel. To be
disciples is to live in a way that chooses transformation, that embarks on journeys, that
embraces change, and that takes risks.”
Choosing transformation. That is a tall order!
And a perfect topic for Annual Meeting Sunday, when we pause to review and give thanks
for the past year. And, I pray, it is time to
embrace change in the year ahead.
Here we are with lots of challenges. … Here at
St. Mary’s Church … we are being challenged
to change; to choose transformation. The
church Gunn speaks of – the model of parishes as preservation societies – is dying and
with it so are we. And with death comes Resurrection! Now is the time to leave the old
model and choose to change, to be disciples
who embark on journeys that transform us.
Now, if you hate the word change, if you feel
like change is larger than life, that it is a dirty,
rotten scoundrel, you are in good company.
Many people do, or have at some time in their
lives. Change brings fear of what we will lose.
In the grip of fear, we cannot see what we
might gain. Fear can keep us very stuck. We
need courage to see things around us differently, to be open to change, to be open to God.
Will the real dirty rotten scoundrel please
step forward? It is fear. Fear is what stands in
the way of change.
Let’s hear again the words of the prophet
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Isaiah in our lessons today:
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
The light of which Isaiah speaks is not like
gradually longer daylight; it is not growing
over time. This is more like the brightest light
we can imagine, shedding light on all things,
on all people, and turning people into bearers
of the light.
The people of Israel were living in terror after
Assyrian invaders destroyed them and put
them under oppressive military occupation. It
was into this desolation and fear that Isaiah
spoke his prophecy of light.
One commentator, Stephanie Paulsell, says:
“The brightness of the light Isaiah proclaims
shines on a people walking in darkness like a
brilliant dawn suddenly breaking. This, surely,
is the kind of light that illumines every secret
place, bringing a path obscured by shadows
suddenly into view. It is the kind of light that
gives direction and drives out fear.”
This is not a casual “better days are coming.”
The prophet goes to the heart of the deepest
longings of his community and gives a vision
of a day when the world will be shaped by
God’s justice and be blessed by peace that will
never come to an end.
“Isaiah reminds us of the importance of imagination in our pastoral work,” Paulsell says.
“The capacity to see beyond things as they are
and to imagine things as they might be.”
This transformation – release of those held
captive, the end of making war, the lifting of
the burden of oppression from all people everywhere. These are fierce hopes for the future.
In the midst of a “living hell,” Isaiah promises
God will light the way, illumine the path of
those who walk in darkness.
This is a big promise we have inherited — that
God will light the way; God will bring light that
will give us direction and drive out fear.

we see and feel, calling us, like Isaiah, to share
the light we can only yet imagine?
St. Paul has something to say about choosing
transformation for sake of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ:
Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of
you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the
same mind and the same purpose.
This requires divine intervention! “That there be
no division among you.” That may just boldly
sum up what God is calling us to. We could
adopt this as our charge for 2020 at St. Mary’s.
This may be precisely the transformation God is
urging us to be about – unity in Christ. But we
are susceptible to gossip, to getting our feelings
hurt, to being stubborn. “That there be no divisions among you.” Could that mean there is no
room for who is right and who is wrong? What
divisions are among us that God is calling out?
It is a good week to be reminded of the desire
for common purpose as we listen to the divisions among our elected leaders. Let us pray for
them to untangle themselves from this
longstanding, damaging division. Division is not
God’s purpose, St. Paul tells us; unity is God’s
desire. Unity does not mean we all think alike.
No, it is a deeper yielding to the greater good of
community. Yielding to the good of the community. Can we commit to this?
Listen again to Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians,
oh so long ago, and let it speak to you today:
Now I appeal to you, [beloved siblings], by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you
be in agreement and that there be no divisions
among you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same purpose.
Disciples who choose transformation. That is
what is offered to us here. Choosing transformation, becoming unified, sharing the light we
can only yet imagine. Transformation, truly
allowing ourselves to feel the connections
among us, to feel our common longing for God’s
grace in our lives.
Continued at bottom of next page

Can you hear God calling us to share the light
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Annual Meeting
the rental of 33 Park Street than anticipated; $6,000 from the May Fair that had
not been budgeted; about $19,000 in unexpected one-time gifts; lower-than-

Treasurer Gene Marinelli

expected salaries, because of several
months without a sexton or musician;
and—notably—deferred maintenance of
our buildings and grounds. Major, muchneeded repairs to our buildings will be
critical issues in 2020.
The 2020 budget projects a deficit of
$23,980. The Finance Committee’s trend

(Continued from p. 1)

analysis shows the size of the deficit increasing to roughly $67,000 in 2021 and to about
$82,000 by 2023.
Urgent Repairs Needed
Bruce Perry presented information on the
urgently needed building repairs. They included addressing the roof and stonework above
the narthex where deterioration is allowing
water to seep in, causing serious damage;
stabilizing the rose window in the balcony and
repairing its frame; and
replacing deteriorating
exterior front doors and
roof shingles above the
baptistery. The challenge facing the church
is how to raise the funds
to cover these costs. He
invited other parishioners to get involved with
the Building and
Grounds Committee.

The vestry will discuss how to allocate these
funds in light of the church’s established Gift
Acceptance Policy.

Assistant Treasurer Joy
Dorin announced that
St. Mary’s was notified From left, Senior Warden Mechelle Olórtegui, Junior Warden Sarah
Tierinni and Rector Ann Lovejoy Johnson at annual meeting.
late last year that it is

(Continued from p. 6)

Wait. There is more. The Gospel invites us to
transformation too.

Could it mean letting go and trusting that God
has a plan for us?

Jesus proclaims, “Repent, for the kingdom of
God has come near.” Repent – to turn all the
way around, to turn toward God, to get on a
new path. Do this, Jesus says, to the disciples
in this passage from Matthew, do this so you
can proclaim the good news of the kingdom.
And the good news looks like walking in the
light, leaving our divisions to experience unity, getting on a new path with God. These are
all bright, vivid images of bold transformation. Transformative unity – deeply yielding to embrace the common good.

Could it mean connecting with someone we do
not yet know very well?
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The bequests are expected to total somewhere between $175, 000 and $200,000.

Generous Bequests
Received

Rector’s Address

Could this be as simple as being open to another person’s perspective? Or committing to
try something new?

the recipient of three unrestricted bequests
from the estates of former parishioners and
longtime Manchester residents Miller and
Sara Haugh.

The kingdom of God has come near. How are
we going to respond to God’s gifts? How are we
going to embrace transformation and express
our gratitude to God and to one another? What
commitment are you willing to make for the
common good?

“What might our church be like if we could be
more courageous — more willing to be adventurous? Imagine a courageous church. A
church like that would be worth joining, worthy of sacrifice and devotion. A church like
that will inevitably grow. A church like that
will burst with love and witness. A church like
that will be living only for the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Let's be that church.”
Indeed! Let’s be that church.

There are more questions than answers, and
thankfully, I trust we live into the answers as
we welcome and explore the questions. In summing up this morning, I leave you, on this Annual Meeting Sunday, with further words from
Scott Gunn:
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Visitors are always welcome!

Worship Schedule

Visit
us o
n
Face
book
!

Sundays
7:30 am Holy Eucharist (except on the fifth Sunday of any month,
when we have one service only, at 9 am)

St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church
41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Phone: 860-649-4583
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org
God cooks;
we share the feast!

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music)*
Christian Formation classes follow the 9 am service
Tuesdays
7 pm Evening Prayer
Wednesdays
10 am Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer
*An exception will be Sunday, Feb. 23. There will be no 9 am service at St.
Mary’s. Instead, we will have joint worship with Concordia Lutheran Church at
10 am at Concordia (followed by a Fastnacht celebration described on p. 2).

At right, members of St. Mary’s Boy
Scout Troop 27 braved the cold and
damp on Saturday, Jan. 25, to carry
out another can and bottle drive.
The scouts use funds raised through
the drives to pay for travel experiences.

Parish Register Updates
When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to St. Mary’s.
Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR
AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.
Your login and password are the same.
Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into
www.smile.amazon.com
Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olortegui for details
860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

Baptisms:
Amir Fabian Emanuel Price, son of Alicia Price, Jan. 12, 2020
Isla Fai Price, daughter of Alexandra Price, Jan. 12, 2020

Burial
Joan D. Kelsey, Jan. 24, 2020

