
New Rector Formally 
Installed at St. Mary’s 
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The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

was officially installed as St. 

Mary’s new rector at a special 

Celebration of New Ministry 

service on Tuesday, Dec. 5.  

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Laura Ahrens, 

bishop suffragan of the Episco-

pal Church in Connecticut, 

presided. The Rev.  Douglas 

Barclay, pastor of Concordia 

Lutheran Church, was guest 

preacher. 

St. Mary’s was filled with people 

for the festive liturgy. Attendees 

included parishioners of St. 

Mary’s, representatives from 

Concordia Lutheran and Eman-

uel Lutheran, a delegation from 

Ann’s former parish, clergy 

from the diocese, members of 

the community and Ann’s fami-

ly and friends.  

The service included an ex-

change of symbolic gifts be-

tween the parish and Ann. The 

senior, treble, youth and bell 

choirs enhanced the liturgy with 

music. 

The overarching themes of the 

service were inclusion, shared 

mission and God’s love for all 

people. 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Laura J. Ahrens, bishop suffragan of the Epis-

copal Church in Connecticut, left,  addresses incoming St. 

Mary’s rector the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson, during the instal-

lation  service held on Dec. 5. 

— Photo: Allison Corbett Photography 

Additional photos on pp. 5 and 6 

ANNUAL MEETING REMINDER 

St. Mary’s Annual Meeting is Sunday, Jan. 21. We will have a single, combined 

service at 9 a.m., followed by the annual meeting. Please mark your calendar and 

plan to attend. 



Page 2 H a p p eni n g s  

By Valerie Huestis 

On Saturday, Dec. 2, St. Mary’s held its 

annual “Christmas in New England” holi-

day fair. It was a festive day filled with 

fellowship and holiday spirit, and it pro-

vided us with the opportunity to welcome 

members of Manchester and its sur-

Another Successful Christmas in New England Fair 

 

rounding communities to St. Mary’s and 

to share the joy and excitement of this 

holiday season. As always, the hard work 

and dedication of many people contribut-

ed to the success of the fair, and a heart-

felt thank you is extended to everyone 

who helped price donations, set up and 

clean up all the rooms and tables, donat-

ed Christmas items and theme baskets, 

baked goodies/cookies, made soup, creat-

ed craft items, staffed the booths … and 

to Dotti Cannon of Brown Sugar Catering 

for the delicious luncheon. As of mid-

December, we had raised a total of 

$6,476 to help support St. Mary’s mission 

and ministries. 
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Bennet Academy Says Thanks for Christmas 
Seasonal Sharing 

“I'm so glad things went smoothly yesterday and you were able to deliver to 

all families!  On behalf of the entire Bennet community, we cannot thank you 

enough for your thoughtfulness.  This holiday season, you've all helped put 

food on so many tables, put smiles on so many faces, warmed so many 

hearts, and restored faith when we sometimes wonder how many good peo-

ple are left in the world. 

With much love and gratitude, we say THANK YOU!!  Have a very Merry 

Christmas and a blessed New Year! 

Brittany” 

St. Mary’s Sarah Tierrini received this 

gracious thank-you note from Brittany 

Hall, who heads the Family Resource 

Center at the Manchester Public Schools’ 

Bennet Academy. St. Mary’s provided 

meals and gifts to numerous families 

through the Christmas Seasonal Sharing 

effort. 

A Thank You from Our New Rector 

Senior Choir with Concordian singers, 

the Bell Choir for delighting us with 

"Blessed Assurance," the Youth Choir, 

directed by Robin Martocci, for enliven-

ing us, and the Treble Choir, for their 

offering. Thank you to our readers, lead-

ers of the prayers, all the acolytes, and 

the Holy Spirit dove leading us and stir-

ring our hearts, Ministers of Commun-

ion, Altar Guild, greeters and ushers, 

and fresh bread baked by Margaret Mar-

tin. Each and every one of you had a role 

to play in this celebration. Thank you to 

all who were presenters of gifts and to 

the knitters for their handmade gifts. 

Each of these exchanges was meaningful 

and representative of various ways God 

calls us to be God's beloved community, 

and how God calls us out from worship 

to participate in God's mission of recon-

ciliation and restoration.  

Thank you to Douglas Barclay for speak-

ing the Word of God and charging us to 

"stay woke" to the stirring of the Spirit, 

woke to the needs of our wider commu-

nity, and woke to how God may be call-

ing us—"the church"—to transform in 

this particularly difficult time in which 

we are living. God is calling us to grow in 

collaboration, and Douglas's reflections 

call us to take very seriously the holy 

work of reconciliation that God would 

have us do. The time is now, to stay 

woke and be willing to deepen our 

relationships with one another so that 

together we can be God's people of 

hope, justice and love.  

Thank you to Dotti Canon of Brown 

Sugar Catering for the lovely reception 

and delicious St. Nicholas cookies. 

Photographs of the evening, taken by 

Allison Corbitt Photography, will be 

available soon. We will share a link to 

the online gallery where you may en-

joy seeing the pictures and order any 

photos that you might like to have.  

It has been a long journey for St. 

Mary's to arrive at this day of celebra-

tion, and a long journey for me per-

sonally. I am thankful that God has 

sustained us along this way and 

brought us together to grow and 

change as we become, more fully, the 

people of God. May this new begin-

ning spark new life within each of us 

and within our parish community. 

With a very grateful heart, I am hon-

ored to serve as your Rector. 

 

 

By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

Thank you, people of St. Mary's, for your 

loving embrace and for the joyful Cele-

bration of New Ministry on Tuesday. It 

will be a night to remember, with charg-

es from Bishop Laura Ahrens and Pastor 

Douglas Barclay that we will be living 

into for many years to come. What a 

delight to bring together our wider Man-

chester community, many from across 

the Episcopal Church in Connecticut, 

friends from Torrington, Lutheran col-

leagues and my family, woven together 

with the various gifts and talents within 

the parish, all to celebrate this new be-

ginning and God's mission among us.  

Thank you to our Wardens, Andrea Burr 

and Dotti Canon, for presenting them-

selves with me to the Bishop for her 

blessing upon our life together. Our li-

turgical coordinators extraordinaire: 

Karen Fedorchak, Deacon Emeritus; and 

Nate Carlson, Member of the Vestry, 

were remarkable in planning and execut-

ing all the details of this grand celebra-

tion. The enthusiasm of the Vestry has 

been contagious! Thank you to Sandy 

Braman, administrator, for helping me 

all along the way. Thank you for the glo-

rious music: to Richard Hicks, on the 

organ, Alex Nahkimovsky, piano, to the 
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The following are the Rev. Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson’s reflections as they appeared 

in the service bulletin for the Dec. 5 

Celebration of New Ministry. 

This liturgy, “The Celebration of New 

Ministry” incarnates mutuality among 

the ministers of the Church people – lay 

and ordained. Baptism is the sacrament 

that begins our walk with Christ and em-

powers us for ministry. Bishop Laura’s 

presence brings together the elements of 

mutuality and continuity. Tonight Ann is 

instituted and inducted as the Rector of 

St. Mary’s. Primary symbols of ministry 

are presented within this liturgical con-

text – The Holy Scriptures, water for Ho-

ly Baptism, The Book of Common Prayer, 

the oil of healing, a priest’s stole, the 

bread and wine. Other gifts reflect the 

diversity of our lives. Each of our voca-

tions contributes to the ministry of 

Christ, God’s mission of reconciliation 

and restoration. In this exchange of gifts, 

we express our gratitude for God’s gifts 

and we honor the prophetic witness to 

which God calls each of us.  

Merging Our Lives 

The Ethiopian Icon I am presenting to St. 

Mary’s is a reproduction of a mural at 

Narga Selassie Church, on the western 

shores of Dek Island, the largest Island of 

Lake Tana in northern Ethiopia. The 

name signifies “Trinity of the Rest” (the 

place and the shade thereabouts). Em-

press Metewab constructed the church in 

the late 18th century, using a gigantic 

Sycamore tree for its doors and roof. She 

built Narga Selassie in the classic round 

architecture tradition of the churches in 

the Lake Tana. The local style with mu-

rals surrounding the walls decorates the 

church. The icon of The Blessed Virgin 

Mary with the Holy Child Jesus includes 

Empress Metewab prostrated at the feet 

of Mary and Jesus.  

My children, Azalech and Muse, are Ethi-

The Rector’s Reflections 

opian American. Their birth country is an 

ancient land of beautiful people and tra-

ditions. When my brother, Peter, and I 

traveled in Ethiopia in 2008 on the 

“northern historic circuit,” we visited this 

magnificent church and saw this very 

mural. With this gift, I joyfully express 

the merging of my life and family with 

the parish community of St. Mary’s. 

The Light of Christ 

The candle I am presenting to Bishop 

Laura tonight was handmade by Azalech, 

Muse and me. As part of our farewell 

when leaving Trinity Church Torrington, 

we made small candles from their blessed 

Paschal and Altar candles to give to eve-

ryone. This candle represents the conti-

nuity of our Christian faith across parish-

es and regions. The light of Christ we 

experience in one place and time remains 

with us when we move and begin a new 

journey. This candle, like the Bishop’s 

presence, unifies us and celebrates our 

common bonds. 

Expressing Pride  

The rainbow flag has long been a symbol 

of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender

(LGBT) pride and LGBT social move-

ments. It is a symbol of pride, hope and 

diversity. Pride in being who we are, and 

in standing up for what we believe in. 

While there has been extraordinary pro-

gress made in establishing equal rights, 

the rainbow affirms our hope for an even 

better future. As a symbol of diversity, 

the rainbow flag reminds us that stereo-

types and myths are limiting, that our 

strength is in the diversity of our commu-

nity. Gay Pride was not born of a need to 

celebrate being gay, but our right to live 

without persecution. As such, it reminds 

us that the work of human and equal 

rights continues. 

You may be wondering why we are talk-

ing about this in church. Here is why: 

When I entered discernment for ordina-

tion, my Bishop expected those of us who 

are lesbian or gay to be “out” in the ordi-

nation process. This was a forward-

thinking approach for a Bishop in mid-

1990. Removing secrecy or assumptions 

allowed us to live with honesty and integ-

rity. While this has been a process for the 

church, it has been for me also. In recent 

years, my new young family was the cen-

ter of my world, and as mothers every-

where know, other things often have to 

wait. In my discernment with St. Mary’s I 

was attracted to the diversity of Manches-

ter. I feel God calling me to dive deeper 

into the work of racial reconciliation – to 

this holy and life-giving work – and to 

live fully and settled. This call invites me 

to return to the prophetic witness of liv-

ing “out” with integrity. The sneakers we 

are being given represent my taking this 

step, in rainbow colors, out into the com-

munity here in Manchester, our soon-to-

be new home. 

Wearing Many Hats 

The hand-knit hats and scarves presented 

this evening represent the “whole person” 

you have called to serve with you as your 

Rector. As I commit myself to this holy 

work with you, I also am committed to 

my family, and responsible for both them 

and myself. A person, a parent, and a 

priest – all wrapped into one! Many 

thanks to the knitters and all who gra-

ciously participated in this special ex-

change of gifts.  

Tonight I am thankful and honored by 

your embrace. - Ann 
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A Joyful Celebration, As We Welcome Our New 
Rector 

 

Clockwise from top left: Junior Warden Dottie Can-

non, Ann Lovejoy Johnson and Senior Warden An-

drea Burr process into the church.  Harry Perry and 

Bob Ballsieper in procession. The Rev. Douglas Bar-

clay offers the sermon. Leah Terry and Logan Tomic 

read the Prayers of the People. Ann, flanked by her 

children, Muse and Azalach. Representatives of St. 

Mary’s congregation present Ann with symbolic 

gifts. — Photos: Allison Corbett Photography 

 

To view complete photo gallery or purchase photos, 

see: https://allisoncorbett.pixieset.com/stmarys/  



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist* 

8:45  a.m. Adult Forum* 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Christian Formation classes* 

 

Tuesdays    

7 p.m. Evening Prayer  

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” 

at the 10 a.m. service. The youth of the church take a special 

part in the service, and the service is geared to children. 

 

*Exception: On Sunday, Jan. 21, we will have a single, 

combined service at 9 a.m., followed by the annual 

meeting. 

 

 

 

Remember to shop at AmazonSmile, and the Amazon Foundation will 

donate 0.5 percent of your eligible purchases to St. Mary’s. 

 

Shop at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 

Your login and password are the same. 

Instructions to set up St. Mary’s as your AmazonSmile charity are in 

the Narthex 

Call or email Mechelle Olórtegui for details 

 

St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church 

2017-2018 Stewardship 

Campaign 

THANK YOU! 

Parish Register Updates 

Burials: 

William P. Dwyer, Dec. 16 

At left, St. Mary’s senior choir at the Dec. 5 Celebration 

of New Ministry and Installation of our new rector. 

— Photo: Allison Corbett Photography 

See below for 
one exception to 

our usual   schedule. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CJ6WGK309FT2&K=3C5BDAVC697EY&M=urn:rtn:msg:2017111615105393ea02f2203f4bbab8905093cb50p0na&R=27K0KGLSB5OMS&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F06-0653094%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_260497440&H=R926ELFQFR688UYXEQYACMIOCCYA&ref_

