
Thanks for a Successful 
Christmas Fair 
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By Beth Bickley 

With a late start getting orga-

nized and some very rainy 

weather on fair day, who 

would have guessed that this 

year’s Christmas in New Eng-

land Fair would be so success-

ful? On Saturday morning, 

Dec. 14, Anderson Hall and 

the adjoining conference room 

were crowded with happy 

shoppers and equally happy 

helpers.  Red and green-

covered tables were overflow-

ing with handmade crafts; tins 

of Christmas cookies; specialty 

gifts; wedges of cheddar 

cheese; homemade jams, jel-

lies and pickles; delicious 

baked goods and beautifully 

decorated baskets. In the 

Guild Room, free coffee and 

tea and comfortable seating 

offered customers a chance to 

relax and to view the wonder-

ful PowerPoint presentation 

about St. Mary’s that Sarah 

Tierinni created (thanks, Sa-

rah!). By the time the fair was 

finally over—and our parish-

ioners did some last-minute 

shopping after services on 

Sunday—the proceeds from 

the Fair totaled over $4,500!  

This total included $483 from 

the Christmas Cookies tables, 

$656 from the Baked Goods 

tables, $944.50  from the 

Country Store area, $556.75 

from the Holiday Treasures 

area, $608 from the Crafts 

tables and $1,114 from the 

Theme Baskets.  Additionally, 

we received donations of over 

$250!   

A success of this magnitude 

requires lots of help and many 

contributions. A big thank you 

to my committee, many of 

whom assumed responsibil-

ity for an area of the fair:  

Eileen Christensen, Jane 

Perrin, Betsy Ibsen, Jo-Ann 

Swanson, Jean Kelsey, Don-

na Indomenico, Lynda 

Wodopian, Sylvia Armogida, 

Valerie Huestis, Ruth 

McElraevy and Pat Zurcher.  

What a blessing to have your 

constant help in the plan-

ning, setting up and running 

of the fair!  Also thanks to 

Miriam Gustow for heading 

up the Coffee and Tea table 

and to Gene Marinelli and 

Karen Armogida, who were 

greeters.  Thanks, too, to 

Mechelle Olortegui and 

Noreen Kirk who handled 

our publicity and to Randy 

Brown and Ralph Sullivan 

who spent hours helping set 

up and take down the fair.  

And finally, great thanks to 

all of you who contributed 

crafts or cookies or baked 

goods or theme baskets or 

worked at the Fair. Wonder-

ful effort, everyone! 

SEE INSIDE FOR MORE 

FAIR PHOTOS! 

Annual Meeting—Jan. 26, 2020 

Plan now to attend St. Mary’s Annual Parish Meeting on Sunday, Jan. 26, following 

the single, 9 am service. The agenda will include a presentation on the 2020 budget, 

election of vestry members and more.  Hope to see you there! 
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Finance Committee Monthly Update 

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

Financial Summary, November 2019 – Operating Statement   

 

 

 

In comparison to October’s results: 

Income increased. Pledge income for the month was strong.  

Expenses also increased. As expected, there was a double payment of the clergy pensions in November to make up 

for the missed October payment.  

For November, the net result was a deficit of $2,965.  

Year-to-date, the operating budget is running a deficit of $10,693 vs. a deficit of $26,107 last year at this time. As 

mentioned in previous months’ summaries, the difference can be explained—in part—by the use of a portion of an 

unexpected and non-recurring bequest; the use of all of an unexpected and non-recurring gift; and greater than 

projected levels of pledge income, parish function receipts (the 2019 budget did not anticipate a May Fair) and building 

use (monthly rental from 33 Park Street is higher than budgeted).     

  Prior 
Month- 

October 

Current 
Month- 

November 

Year-to-
Date 

(11 months, 
92% of the 
year) 

2019 
Budget 

Year-to-
Date % of 
Budget 

Total Income $22,573 $25,984 $318,116 $306,840 104% 

Total Ex-
penses 

$26,045 $28,949 $328,809 $378,055 87% 

Net Gain 
(Loss) 

($3,472) ($2,965) ($10,693) ($71,215) 15% 

A Meditation 

Trust 

The gift of Christ being born in our hearts—like a beautiful flower brought into be-

ing within the stillness of the desert—is waiting only for us to trust in God, and emp-

ty our hearts of all that is not Christ.  

—Br. Nicholas Bartoli 

Society of Saint John the Evangelist 

 

Submitted by Deacon Emeritus Karen Fedorchak 
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New Plan for Producing Sunday Bulletins 
Several tasks that in the past have been the 

responsibility of our parish administrator 

will be done by volunteer parishioners be-

ginning in January.  One of these is produc-

ing the Sunday bulletin. 

Many thanks to the three parishioners—

Sylvia Armogida, Andrea Burr and Lanie 

Turner—who have stepped up to produce 

the bulletins during 2020. They and Rector 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson, in collaboration with 

Parish Administrator Sandy Braman, have 

developed a process and schedule for getting 

the work done. 

New Email Address 

All information to be included in the 

Sunday bulletin must be sent to a newly 

established email address:                                          

officeassist@stmarysct.org. This infor-

mation includes: hymns, schedules, altar 

flowers, announcements, etc.  

Deadline for Submissions 

Information to be included in any given 

month’s bulletins must be submitted by 

the 20th of the previous month. 

Volunteers will put draft bulletins to-

gether each Tuesday. Any changes to 

previously submitted information or 

new material to be added must be re-

ceived in the office by the end of the 

day on Monday. Bulletins will be final-

ized and printed each  Thursday for the 

following Sunday.  

The team will “try on” this plan begin-

ning in January. Changes may be made 

as the process unfolds. 

“Pot Luck” Planned to Thank Concordia for 

Summer Hospitality 

St. Mary’s will hold a “pot luck” brunch 

on Sunday, Jan. 19, in Anderson Hall, 

immediately following the 9 am service. 

The event is in appreciation for the hos-

pitality Concordia extended to us this 

past summer. All members of Concordia 

are invited to worship with us at 9 am 

and then stay for the brunch. 

Please Pitch in 

Deacon Emeritus Karen Fedorchak is 

organizing the brunch and encourages 

all St. Mary’s parishioners to pitch in to 

help. The menu will feature homemade 

soups, salads and desserts, as well as 

breads and beverages. 

On Jan. 5, clip boards will be available 

in the narthex so parishioners can sign 

up to: 

1. Set up and break down chairs and 

tables  

2. Set tables 

3. Make soup 

4. Make salads (+ dressings) 

5. Make desserts 

6. Provide breads and butter 

7. Prepare coffee, tea and juice 

8. Shop for bowls, plates, utensils, 

cups, napkins, cream, half & half, 

milk, plants for each table and table 

cloths                    

9. Be part of the clean-up crew 

If you have questions call Deacon 

Karen at 860-549-5659 or email her 

at dn.k.fedorchak@gmail.com.  

Mark your calendar and plan to be 

part of what promises to be a time of 

fun, warm fellowship and great food. 
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A Generous Contribution to a Great Cause 

On Thanksgiving morning, Nicholas Odell presented St. Mary’s parishioner Randy Brown with a $2,000 check for the Sheila Brown 

Handicapped Accessibility Fund. This fund was started in honor of Sheila's love for St. Mary's and her passion to make it fully ac-

cessible to all. The Odell family hosts a golf tournament every year in honor of Elmer and Josephine Odell and have chosen to do-

nate the proceeds from the past two years to the accessibility fund here at St Mary's.  Above are members of the Odell family, Randy 

Brown (second from right) and Sarah Brown Tierinni (far right). 

Road Race Hospitality at St. Mary’s 

Again this year, thanks to the leader-

ship of Donna and Bill Auden, St. 

Mary’s Neill Hall was open to people 

competing in Manchester’s famous 

Thanksgiving Day Road Race. Runners 

were able to warm up, use the rest 

rooms and have a beverage before the 

race.  



V o l u m e 1 2 ,   N um b e r  1  Page 5 

Christmas in New England Fair 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule  

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist* 

 

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music) 

Christian Formation classes follow the 9 am service 

 

Tuesdays 

7 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Wednesdays 

10 am Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

*Exceptions are the fifth Sunday of any month, when we have a single, 9 

am service, and Sunday, Jan. 26, 2020, when we’ll have our annual par-

ish meeting. 

Parish Register Updates 

Burial: 

Joan Upton, Dec. 8, 2019 

Visit us on               
Facebook! 

Christmas Pageant 2019 


