Volume 14, Number 1
January 2022

Do You Feel Called to St.
Mary’s Leadership Team?
Each January at St. Mary’s
annual meeting, a number of
vestry members rotate off
vestry and new members join.
Several slots will need to be
filled beginning in 2022. You
may be exactly the person
God is calling to serve on vestry. You may be exactly the
person St. Mary’s needs to
help guide it into God’s chosen future.

Happenings
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By Noreen Kirk

Pray and Reflect
Before you automatically
think vestry isn’t for you, consider what vestry member
Mary Covello said in her talk
to the congregation on Oct.
31:
“Since serving on the vestry
since January of this year, I
can tell you that serving has
offered unexpected blessings.
Each member of the vestry
brings rich experience and
varied talents to the table.
Each member loves our parish and has history with our
parish, and surprisingly we
are mostly all on the same
page. Our goal is twofold: (1)
to responsibly manage the
church as an economic and
religious entity and (2) To
continually discern where

God is calling us as a
Christian community.”
Certainly, challenges and
changes lie ahead for the
church you love. Meeting
those challenges and navigating those changes will
require the talents, perspectives and energy of
dedicated vestry members.
Please prayerfully ponder
whether you can be one of
them.
Several vestry positions will
be open beginning in January, as well as the positions
of senior warden, junior
warden and clerk. If you
would like more information, please speak with
Rev. Ann, Lovejoy Johnson,
Mechelle Olórtegui or Sarah Tierinni.
On the Horizon
You’ll recall that vestry has
been exploring multiple
options for St. Mary’s future. Among the options
has been partnering or
merging with another congregation. Recently, officers
held a preliminary discussion with St. John’s Episcopal Church of Vernon.
Merging with another Episcopal church is an option
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under ECCT rules. Officers
have also talked with leadership of Concordia Lutheran Church, with which we
could partner, but not
merge. All of this is very
preliminary. Vestry will
meet on Jan. 2 to discuss
further. You are invited to
share your thoughts on
these matters with current
vestry members. And,
again, you are encouraged
to join vestry to help shape
St. Mary’s future.

St. Mary’s
Annual Meeting
Sunday, Jan. 30,
2022, 10 am
St. Mary’s
Sanctuary
Masks & distancing
required
Please plan to
attend

Location subject to
change due to COVID
protocols

Financial Summary
November 2021 — Operating Statement
By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer

Previous
MonthOctober

Current
Month–
November

YTD, 11
months,
92% of the
year

2021
Budget

YTD % of Budget

Total Income

$31,000

$21,149

$302,053

$229,996

131%

Pledge Income

$21,665

$14,135

$185,552

$180,568

103%

Total Expenses

$27,398

$22,360

$311,574

$358,531

87%

Net Surplus (Loss)

$3,602

($1,212)

($9,521)

($128,535)

7%

November Income

•

Total income was $21,149, a decrease of $9,851 from October. This decrease is the result of:



•

There was a sharp decrease in pledge income of over $7,530.
Only one monthly rent payment of $2,200 for 33 Park Street was received.

Year-to-date, total income continues to track above what was projected due to receiving unanticipated prior year pledges in the amount of
$2,508 in January, the PPP loan of $44,960 in February, and the three transfers of funds to the operating account ($10,823 from inactive accounts in non-budget/special funds that occurred in June, and $8,000 in September and $3,000 in October both from Undesignated Bequests
and Wills).

November Expenses

•

Total expenses were $22,360, a decrease of $5,038 from October. The decrease is primarily attributable to the delay in paying the premiums of
$5,362 for health insurance. Note: December will show a double payment for premiums.

•

Year-to-date, expenses (many of which are fixed and planned) are on track to what was projected.

Net-Surplus/Loss

•
•
•

For the month, there was a loss of $1,212.

As a result of the month’s surplus, the year-to-date cumulative loss increased to $9,522.
If not for the PPP loan, the three transfers of funds to the operating account and the delay in making the November payment for health premiums, there would be a cumulative loss of $81,667.

Notes

•
•

The 2021 operating budget–summarized in the table above—was approved by the Vestry and presented at the Annual Meeting.
As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2021 operating budget included the following:





On the income side:




$180,568 in pledge income, a reduction from the 2020 actual of $212,418.



No income from parish functions due to Covid-19 restrictions.

On the expense side:
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$26,400 - $2,200 per month - in building use which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street but no
rental income from Iglesias or other organizations due to Covid-19 restrictions.

The second year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020,
90% in 2021 and 85% in 2022) for medical and dental insurance.

Happenings

Bringing Friends to Welcome Baby Jesus
In her homily at the Christmas Eve service, the
Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson invited attendees to create images of people they would
like to bring to the manger to welcome the
newborn Jesus.

At the beginning of the service, I told you
we are going on a special journey together
to see the new baby, Jesus, born in Bethlehem. We’re going to bring some other
folks with us, some people in addition to
those who may have come to church with
you this afternoon! To help us prepare for
this trip I made cut-out people and
brought markers so we could bring some
other people with us on the trip to Bethlehem. We will use our imagination – our
theological imagination – to carry
them with us, and place them with
the shepherds, and we’ll all be
guests at the stable behind the inn,
where Mary and Joseph are trying
to keep their newborn baby Jesus
safe and warm.
The first thing that is special about
this journey to Bethlehem is that
God invites us on this journey, and
we each decide for ourselves if we
would like to go. It’s exciting that
we all go together on this journey.
God gives us this special invitation
to meet the baby Jesus; God invites us first, and then we invite
others. God’s invitation goes out to everyone, but sometimes people need to hear us
invite them too.
Then, once we’ve decided we’re going to
go, we get to look for some other friends
who are going. These may be people we
already know – or not. They may be old
friends, or friends we haven’t met yet, or
new friends. Part of what makes this trip
to Bethlehem so special is that we go together on this journey to be with Jesus
and his family.
Have you started coloring? I’m wondering
how you’re each coming with your coloring, and who you have decided to bring
with you on our journey to Bethlehem.
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Who would you like to bring to meet
Jesus? And what would you tell them
about the holy child Jesus? I’d like to
tell people how God sent Jesus to be
born and to live here on earth to help us
live together in peace, to help us – and
all people – to live with hope, and to
bring healing and comfort to people
when they are hurting or sad. Maybe
some of the people who could come with
us to Bethlehem are people who are
worried or scared and need God’s comfort and healing. Maybe some of the
people who could come with us to Bethlehem are people who want to say
“thank you” to God for all the blessings

in the first place! It’s because God invites
us to meet his son Jesus; Jesus who comes
to save us and bring us hope. By remembering Jesus’ birth each year at Christmas,
we remember how much God loves each
and every one of us. We remember that
God’s love is for all people, particularly for
those who are vulnerable and poor, like
Jesus was when he was born in the stable.
God cares for us and for all people especially when they are hurting or afraid, and
for those who have not been treated right
or fairly. God cares for them. We remember those who need us to care about them
and to be their friends. This may be how
someone knows how much God loves
them even if they might not be
feeling okay right now. While we
take this trip, we remember Jesus
and we remember all the people
Jesus cares for and we become
their friends.

Photo: Sarah Tierinni

in their life. Maybe you know someone
who is sick and needs God’s healing in
their life, or someone who is in trouble
and needs a fresh start and a second
chance. God can give all people the
things they need – like God gives to us
what we need. When we invite people to
come to Bethlehem to see this holy child
that God has sent us, we become part of
the blessings God is giving to them.
So, now that we’ve decided we’re going
to go on this journey, and we’ve got
some friends to go with us, then we’re
almost ready to set out. But wait! Let’s
just remember why we’re taking this trip

In a few minutes we will hear the
story of the birth of Jesus, the
Christmas gospel. While we retell/
listen again to the old story, we
also prepare to take the journey
ourselves right now. It is both an
old and a new story. We give
thanks for the birth of Jesus, and
we give thanks for all the ways
Jesus is with us today.

After the Gospel we will listen to a
music meditation and have time to finish
coloring or giving names to our friends
who are coming with us to meet Jesus.
Then when we come to the Altar for Communion, we will take our cut-out people
with us and stop by Bethlehem – our manger scene – and place our friends there
with the shepherds, angels and animals
there to see Jesus.

Later, after church if you’d like, you may
take your friends home with you or you
may leave them here with Jesus and the
others and take them home another day.
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Parishioners Invite Others to
Join Them in Ministries
Parishioners representing various ministries at St. Mary’s have been making brief
presentations at the 9 am service each
Sunday. The quick talks began in October.
The purpose is to share their experience
and prompt others to consider exploring
one or more ministries.
Here are comments offered recently:
Sylvia Armogida
Flower Ministry
Flowers always make people better, happier and more hopeful. They are sunshine,
food and medicine for the soul. Don’t let
the tall weeds cast a shadow on the beautiful flowers in your garden. To me, flowers
are happiness, and they brighten every
room and face. The flower is a soul blossoming in nature. Flowers mean new begins. They fade and new ones are born.
They can be mixed together to create a
new beginning. So every arrangement we
use in a new start.
So let’s all put our souls in the garden and
make space for new growth by joining our
hands and hearts to do what God is calling
us to do.
If you would like to make a donation in
memory of a loved one to support the
flowers at our services, contact Sandy
Braman or Jean Kelsey.

Jo-Ann Swanson
Minister of Communion

Gene Marinelli
Media Ministry

A lay Eucharistic minister, in the Episcopal
church, is a person licensed by the bishop
to administer the sacraments of holy communion—the consecrated bread and
wine—assisting the priest during the service. They may also take the sacraments to
those who are ill or unable to attend the
service. Licenses are granted for three
years at a time and are renewable at the
discretion of the parish priest.

[Gene works with the technology that
enables us to record and livestream
services. The full transcript of Gene’s
remarks is unavailable, but he provided
this recap.]

I have been a minister of communion for
about 37 years. Former Episcopal Bishop
Drew Smith was St. Mary's rector at the
time. Drew approached me about the ministry, and my first reaction was that I
couldn’t possibly do that. I had been raised
in the Catholic Church. Women were not
even allowed on the altar, much less serving the sacraments. Drew dispelled that
hesitancy. He reassured me that that was
not the case in the Episcopal church. And
besides, I'd get to drink the leftover wine.
I’ll never admit that was what convinced
me to serve.

Gene spoke about the fact that he
KNEW absolutely NOTHING of
“livestreaming“ when he started this .
He feels this is a fun way for anyone to
assist the church through this ministry.
One doesn’t have to be perfect at it at
all. Gene shared that he has made every
mistake possible already!!

When you stop to think of it, God also
doesn’t expect us to be perfect in life
itself.… But God loves it when we TRY!
So if you wanted to try out this media
ministry and have some fun at the same
time, contact Sarah Tierinni or Gene.

I thank Bishop Smith in my heart for encouraging me to take part in this ministry.
A deep sense of calm comes over me when
I am on the altar, when I offer the blood of
Christ from the Cup of Salvation and make
eye contact with each parishioner at the
rail. I am grateful for the privilege of serving. Please consider this ministry.

Worshipping Together
St. Mary’s and Concordia Lutheran Church invited each other’s
congregations to take part in Christmas Eve services—4 pm at St.
Mary’s and 8 pm at Concordia.
At left, clergy from each church gather before the later service.
From left, the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson of St. Mary’s, Deacon
Marc Winzler of Concordia, Deacon Karen Fedorchak of St. Mary’s
and Concordia transition pastor Rolf Hedberg.
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Warming Our Neighbors
By Ruth McElraevy

Two dozen scarves, hats, mittens,
gloves and socks were hung on the
“Compassion Clothesline” in front of St.
Mary’s on Dec. 1, sponsored by the Creative, Caring Hands. Donations of these
items are still welcome throughout the
winter. Please leave donations in the
bin on the porch of the Church Office
building. Thank you.

Christmas Seasonal Sharing Spreads Joy
By Sarah Tierinni

Seasonal Sharing 2021 was completed on Sunday, Dec. 19, with much success! We are so thankful to everyone who donated, helped
sort, and especially delivered to our 15 families. We received the following note from Bennet Academy:
“Just wanted to send a HUGE THANK YOU for all you and the church have done for our families. It definitely takes a village and
a lot of kind hearts, caring people and work. You guys are amazing and we are so blessed to have you as our Bennet church partner!! Thanks so much!!!”

Above, some of the unwrapped toys parishioners donated. At right, food donations destined for Bennet
Academy families.
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Worship Schedule

St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church

Please watch your weekly emails (or postal mailings) for
information about worship.

•

9 am, Holy Eucharist in St. Mary’s sanctuary. Service
livestreamed on our YouTube channel.

•

7:30 pm, Compline (via Zoom) on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.

41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Ph. 860.649.4583
Email: sandy@stmarysct.org
www. stmarysct.org
Nurtured by Christ, Serving
Our Neighbors.

Hope for the Future!
Many Thank-you’s to those who have returned their 2022 pledge certificate.

As we look ahead for budget 2022, we have
raised $168,152 as of 12/25, which is far
below what was budgeted last year of $180,568 when we raised
$188,144.
It is not too late to make a gift to St. Mary’s.

If you have not returned a pledge certificate or made a gift, we
prayerfully ask that you consider it.
Hope For the Future is only successful with strong financial support AND parishioners willing to step up and lead.
St. Mary’s has a financial-resource issue AND suffers from a lack
of people resources to operate.
We need many others to support the various ministries that have
been presented these past few Sundays (Vestry, Altar Guild, Usher, Acolyte, Readers, and Flowers), in addition to upcoming sustainability short-term projects.
These are all significant gifts of hope needed for a brighter future
for St. Mary’s.

St. Mary’s on Christmas Eve
Photo: Mary Covello

Parish Register Updates
Bruce Sheftel – Died December 5, 2021
Woody Lopes – Died December 13, 2021

