
Parish Meeting: Facing 
Financial Fact 
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By Noreen Kirk 

On Sunday, June 24, about 50 

members of St. Mary’s gath-

ered in Anderson Hall for a 

special parish meeting. The 

meeting was held to update 

parishioners on the church’s 

financial situation, highlight 

parish initiatives and propose 

a plan for the church’s proper-

ty at 33 Park Street. 

Parish Activities 

Senior Warden Laura Hart 

touched on some of the activi-

ties underway at St. Mary’s. 

One is the summer 

“experiment” with Concordia 

Lutheran Church, in which 

the two congregations will 

share music and liturgy (see 

article, p. 3). The recent 

“Three Churches, One Book” 

program was the start of an 

effort to explore ways to dis-

mantle racism. St. Mary’s has 

launched a building study, 

spearheaded by Jessica Tom-

ic, to see how to use our phys-

ical resources to best serve 

God’s mission. As part of this, 

a major cleanup—dubbed a 

“Dumpster party”—will 

be held in July to clear 

out accumulated clutter 

(see article, p. 4). St. 

Mary’s is talking with the 

Family Resource Center 

at Bennet Academy about 

ways to continue the 

partnership now that 

Bennet will 

expand to a 

5th- and 6th-

grade school. 

Laura also noted 

the many active 

ministries at St. 

Mary’s that are 

evidence of the 

parish’s vitality. 

Financial Out-

look 

Treasurer Gene Marinelli 

reviewed financial infor-

mation for the first half of 

2018. When the 2018 budget 

was developed, it projected a 

$49,000 deficit for the year. 

That still appears to be the 

case. As of May 31, 2018, rev-

enues were down and expens-

es up, compared to May 31, 

2017. May Fair earnings had 

to be added to the operating 

budget earlier than usual to 

cover payroll and other ex-

penses. Gene noted that it’s 

critical we find a way to cov-

er the anticipated shortfall. 

Louis Fuertes, Canon for 

Mission Finance and Opera-

tions for the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut 

(ECCT), discussed St. Mary’s 

in the context of the diocese 

as a whole. St. Mary’s experi-

ence largely reflects the over-

all decline in average Sunday 

attendance (ASA) 

statewide. From 2010 to 

2017, St. Mary’s ASA de-

clined 6 percent annually, 

slightly faster than the 5 

percent annual decline for 

the ECCT. Pledges at St.  

Continued on p. 5 

 

Laura Hart 

Gene Marinelli 
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By Sarah Tierinni 

St. Mary’s annual school supplies drive will 

begin on Sunday, July 22, and run through Sun-

day, Aug. 26. Donations will benefit the Family 

Resource Centers at all Manchester Public 

Schools, that is, all elementary schools and Ben-

net 5th & 6th Grade Academy. 

Last year we had a goal of 100 backpacks and 

received 110. So can we get to 115, 120 or even 

125!?  

The school board has ended the uniform policy 

for the entire district so we will not have to col-

lect any uniform Polo shirts as we did last year. 

Brittany Hall, Family Resource Center coordina-

tor at Bennet, suggested donations include: 

backpacks, notebooks, pencils, pens, scissors, 

colored pencils, markers, crayons, glue sticks 

and rulers. 

There will be bins labeled in front of the summer 

altar for parishioners to sort their donations 

into. This way we are delivering empty back-

packs and the filled bins to Bennet to allow for 

easier distribution to the other Family Re-

source Centers in town.  Each coordinator will 

be able to choose exactly what they need at 

their school.   

This year Bennet Academy is changing to 

house the entire district’s 5th and 6th graders. 

This is doubling the enrollment to approxi-

mately 750 students and expanding the teach-

ing staff!  

In addition to backpacks and supplies, we 

hope  to be able to put together a welcome-

back basket specifically for the Bennet teach-

ers. We are seeking donations of dry erase 

markers, sticky notes, adult scissors, tissues, 

hand sanitizer, Lysol wipes, stickers, etc. to 

help support our teachers as they head into the 

new school year! 

 

Annual School Supplies Drive Kicks off 

“Many Hands Make Light Work” 
By Mechelle OlOrtegui 

 

Stewardship is the heart of the church. 

Stewardship 2018 needs: Members and Ideas! 

We are looking for volunteers to join the 2018 Stewardship Committee. 

Meetings would start later in the summer. 

But members, themes and ideas are needed now.  

If you have suggestions or ideas or questions about the schedule or commitment level 

for committee members, please reach out to me or any of the 2017 Committee mem-

bers: Laura Hart, Harry Perry or Beth Bickley. 

Leave a Legacy: Making a Bequest in a Will 

By Robert Lathrop 

Perhaps the easiest and most common 

way of making a planned gift is through 

your will. A bequest in a will can take the 

form of a set amount of money, a percent-

age of an estate, a specific asset, a trust, or 

the naming of a St. Mary’s-related organi-

zation as a contingent beneficiary. 

Sample language for including St. Mary’s 

might be: “I give, devise, and bequeath 

(state amount, asset or percentage of the 

estate) to St. Mary’s.” 

In the words of the late theologian D. El-

ton Trueblood, those who plan for this 

type of support have planted “shade trees 

under which they know they will never 

sit.”   

Bennet Family Resource Center Coordina-

tor Brittany Hall, right, presented St. 

Mary’s parishioner Sarah Tierinni with a 

thank-you gift for all the parish has done 

for the school’s students. 
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Summer Music and Worship Experiment: 
St. Mary’s and Concordia 

lished 1998), and the Book of Common Pray-

er (BCP, 1979) and the Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship Prayer Book/hymnal (ELW, 2006).  

One specific contemporary wording that may 

be less familiar to some is in the Nicene 

Creed. The words “and the son” were re-

moved in the ELW, 2006, and have been 

affirmed (in 1994) for revision in the BCP. 

The language “was made man” is replaced 

with “became truly human.” While Jesus was 

a man, the message is that of Jesus’ humani-

ty. Much has been written about these chang-

es and the importance of expansive language. 

 

The service music is “A Community Mass 

Setting,” all of which is contained in the LBW 

and only the Sanctus is in the Hymnal 1982 

(S-125). From this setting we will use: Gloria, 

Sanctus, Memorial Acclamation and Agnus 

Dei.  

The service begins with the Confession of Sin, 

as is customary on Sundays in the Lutheran 

Church and is used most often in Episcopal 

Churches during Lent or other penitential 

occasions. 

The Lutheran “Hymn of the Day” sung after 

the sermon corresponds with the Episcopal 

“Sequence Hymn” sung before the proclama-

tion of the Gospel. Each parish will sing this 

hymn in the respective familiar place. 

The Presentation Hymn in the Episcopal 

tradition, sung when the gifts of bread, wine 

and other offerings are presented at the altar, 

will be the familiar verse of the hymn that we 

know of as “The Doxology.”  

Instead of a closing or recessional hymn, the 

last hymn will be during Communion. This 

By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

 

The idea of hiring a shared music minister 

came up when both churches were in transi-

tion between music ministers over a year 

ago. It seemed like a crazy idea and a logisti-

cal challenge. Now, the idea has moved 

from curiosity to planning an experiment!  

St. Mary’s approached Concordia and con-

versations were exciting and energizing, 

mixed with some anxieties (to be honest). 

The group that gathered included, from St 

Mary’s: Ruth McElraevey, Robin Martocci, 

Laura Hart and I, and from Concordia: Car-

ol Stoneman, John Corl, Linda Lange, Dea-

con Mark and Pastor Douglas. First, the 

group decided to continue conversation if St 

Mary’s Vestry and Concordia’s Council liked 

the idea. They did! Next the idea emerged: 

Why wait until the fall? We can try this over 

the summer. And the experiment was born! 

First, we will share a musician this summer. 

Actually two pianists will cover the Sundays. 

Each Sunday a pianist will play at both St 

Mary’s at 9 a.m. and Concordia at 10:30 

a.m. Both parishes have adjusted their 

times to make this possible.  

Second, the team (less the clergy) met to 

select the hymns for each Sunday, using the 

authorized hymnals for both Episcopal and 

Lutheran denominations. This means the 

hymns sung on a given Sunday are identical 

at both churches. 

Third, the shared musician and music led us 

to “try on” the idea of having a shared litur-

gy over the summer. Rev. Ann and Pastor 

Douglas met to select the liturgical texts and 

service music. The team had already re-

viewed the order and components of the 

liturgy.  

Here’s what you will notice:  

The texts are selected from authorized litur-

gical materials available in both our tradi-

tions. This includes supplemental texts from 

“Enriching Our Worship” (Episcopal, pub-

will allow the pianist to make their way 

from St. Mary’s to Concordia.  

The service will conclude with The Peace. 

This will afford us the opportunity to 

merge directly into fellowship and lemon-

ade served in the baptistery at St. Mary’s 

and the Garden Room at Concordia. This 

has been Concordia’s practice given their 

compact summer worship space in the air-

conditioned Garden Room.  

All of what is described here will be in a 

summer worship booklet, used at all four 

services. Each week there will be a sepa-

rate page with the scripture readings and 

the hymns. This weekly sheet will be cus-

tomized with our parish announcements. 

From July 1 through Labor Day weekend, 

Sept. 2, there will be four Sunday opportu-

nities to worship.  

This is the schedule: 

 7:30 a.m., St Mary’s, spoken service  

 8:30 a.m., Concordia, spoken service 

in sanctuary  

 9 a.m., St Mary’s, with music 

 10:30 a.m., Concordia, with music in 

the Garden Room 

The planning team looks forward to hear-

ing about your experiences with our sum-

mer worship experiment! Our next step is 

considering how we might design a shared 

music ministry this coming program year. 

Perhaps when you hear “our” choir next, 

our choir will be larger in singers and 

sounds! Pray that God continues to inspire 

us to “try on” new ways of being God’s 

people, growing in collaboration, sharing 

God’s mission. 

 

 

“From July 1 through La-

bor Day weekend, Sept. 2, 

there will be four Sunday 

opportunities to worship.” 
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Annual Book and Bake Sale Is July 14 
By Sarah Tierinni 

St. Mary's Annual Book and Bake Sale 

will take place Saturday, July 14, from 8 

a.m. to 1 p.m.  

We are seeking donations of books (all 

genres), CDs, DVDs. They can be dropped 

off during the week of July 8 in Anderson 

Hall. Donations of baked goods can be 

dropped off Friday, July 13, by 5:30 p.m. 

in Anderson Hall. 

Come find your summer reading at true 

bargain prices. A variety of books will be 

available, including paperback and hard-

cover novels of all genres, popular book 

club editions, classics, cookbooks and 

children's chapter and picture books. 

Also, audio books, CDs, DVDs and rec-

ords will be for sale.  

While you shop you can pick up delicious 

baked goods to satisfy any sweet tooth.  

Admission is free, but we are seeking do-

nations of a nonperishable food item for 

MACC's Community Pantry. 

Knitters Gather for Annual Event 

By Donna Indomenico 

On June 9, 2018, World Wide Knit in 

Public was celebrated at St. Mary’s 

Church on the front porch of the Williams 

Building. It was a beautiful, sunny day as 

10 women shared knitting tips, patterns 

and fellowship, knitting together as they 

shared their love of the craft. 

This is the 14th annual WWKIP day. Each 

of us looks forward to sharing the day 

next year. If you enjoy knitting, please 

join us next year on the porch! 

If next year is too far in the future for you 

to enjoy knitting with others, join the 

Creative, Caring Hands group that meets 

each Thursday morning in the Guild 

Room (delightfully air-conditioned in the 

summer) from  9 a.m. to noon. It’s anoth-

er time of warm fellowship. 

 

Pictured, from left, Susan Gross, Sue Loalbo, Beth Lavellette, Hazel Moulton, Ruth   

McElraevy , Donna Indomenico, Lynda Wodopian, Pat Hancock, Carol Koehler and Sandy Reinke. 

Help with “Dumpster Party” in July 

As part of our effort to make the best use of our space, St. Mary’s will do a major cleanup during the week of July 16. A Dumpster 

will be in the parking lot all week to make it easier to toss out unneeded items. 

Randy Brown is coordinating the initiative. If you can help with this effort, please contact Randy at 860.646.3598 or just catch up 

with him at church, where he expects to be every day that week. 
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Parish Meeting   (Continued from p. 1) 

Mary’s declined at a slightly lower rate than 

our ASA. St. Mary’s revenues have tracked 

closely with expenses over that time, which 

Louis said was evidence of good management. 

His projections show that if our pattern con-

tinues, with the congregation declining and 

expenses increasing faster than revenue, St. 

Mary’s would be projected to have increasing-

ly larger deficits in the coming years. “We 

need to think about what we need to do differ-

ently,” Louis said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Proposal to Address the Deficit 

Beth Bickley made a presentation proposing a 

way to significantly reduce our deficit for this 

year. She proposed that each pledging unit—

person or household—increase its 2018 

pledge by $5 or more each week beginning on 

July 1. “A small increase over many pledging 

units would make a huge difference,” she 

pointed out. All members of Vestry and the 

Finance Committee have already agreed to 

increase their pledges for the year. She dis-

tributed Supplemental Pledge Forms and 

requested that members complete and return 

them to the church office within two weeks. 

Forms will be mailed to members who were 

not present at the June 24 meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disposition of 33 Park Street 

Assistant Treasurer Joy Dorin discussed plans 

for the church’s property at 33 Park St. All 

tenants are vacating. The building is in need 

of major, prohibitively expensive repairs. 

Potential rental income would not exceed 

expenses to maintain the building. She and 

other Finance Committee members have con-

sulted with the ECCT’s real estate representa-

tive, town officials and a realtor. As a result of 

these discussions (and on the explicit recom-

mendation of the ECCT representative), the 

Vestry and the Finance Committee voted 

unanimously to sell the property. This would 

first require surveys, legal steps and arrange-

ments with ECCT. Joy made a motion that 

attendees give Vestry approval to move 

forward with the town and ECCT to do the 

necessary research and bring to a full par-

ish meeting all the information needed to 

sell 33 Park St. Beth Bickley seconded the 

motion and it was approved.  The parish 

meeting where members would vote on the 

sale is scheduled for Sunday, July 29. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wills and Bequests 

Bob Lathrop spoke about St. Mary’s Lega-

cy Society, which includes anyone who has 

named St. Mary’s in their wills. Bequests 

are managed as an endowment. That is, 

the principal is untouched, and only the 

interest on the principal may be used for 

operating expenses. 

Looking Ahead 

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson said lead-

ership plans to do quarterly financial up-

dates for parishioners. The Rev. Virginia 

Army, rector of St. John’s, Vernon, will 

attend St. Mary’s July Vestry meeting to 

lead the group in a process for establishing 

priorities. 

In closing the meeting, Ann said, “God is 

continuing to give us everything we need 

to do God’s work—enough kindness, hu-

mor, generosity and forbearance. We will 

continue to do God’s work; there’s a lot of 

work to do out in the world.” 

Louis Fuertes 

Beth Bickley 

Joy Dorin 

Together, We Can Make a Difference 

Can you increase your weekly pledge to St. Mary’s by $5, $10, $15 or more for the remain-

ing weeks of 2018?  If, beginning on July 1, each and every one of us gives just that little 

extra to support St. Mary’s life and ministries, we can go a long way to reducing the deficit 

projected for the year. 

Supplemental Pledge Forms were distributed at the June 24 parish meeting and will be 

mailed to other parishioners. Please complete the form and return it to the church office 

by Saturday, July 7. Thank you! 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Summer Worship Schedule 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Summer Sunday Services 

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, spoken service 

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist, with music 

 

This year, from July 1 through Sept. 2, members of St. Mary’s may 

also opt to attend services at Concordia Lutheran Church, 40 Pitkin 

St., Manchester (see article, p. 3). 

 

Concordia Summer Sunday Services 

8:30 a.m. in church sanctuary, spoken service 

10:30 a.m. in church’s Garden Room, with music 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use AmazonSmile every day because every bit counts to help sup-

port the missions at St. Mary’s 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% 

of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 

OR  

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Instructions to set up St. Mary’s as your AmazonSmile charity are in 

the Narthex 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Autumn Harvest Dinner 

Mark your calendar and invite your families, friends and neigh-

bors to join you for an evening of delicious food and fun bidding 

at St. Mary’s Autumn Harvest Dinner & Auction on Saturday, 

Sept. 29. 

Watch for more details in next month’s Happenings and in the 

Sunday bulletins. If you would like to donate an item or are in-

terested in helping with the auction, please contact Valerie 

Huestis at valerie@stmarysct.org or (860) 645-8293. 

Violette Jolie Mello (with headband) was baptized at St. 

Mary’s on Sunday, June 10. Celebrating the day with her are, 

from left, her sister, Caroline Mello, mother Alejandra Mello 

and Father Dylan Mello. 

Parish Register Updates 

Baptism: 

Violette Jolie Mello (daughter of Alejandra and Dylan 

Mello) – June 10  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

