
Practicing Faith in a 
Time of Pandemic 
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By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson, Rector 

 

Each week, Bishops Doug-

las and Ahrens write an 

update to the clergy and 

lay leaders of the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut 

(ECCT). This week, in Up-

date #18, they write, “It is 

abundantly clear that we 

are far from finished with 

the COVID-19 global pan-

demic … While we thank 

God that all the markers in 

Connecticut continue to 

trend downwards,” the 

Bishops urge “now is not 

the time for laxity and neg-

ligence in practicing safe 

behaviors.” We have with-

in our choices, the power 

to vigilantly work to miti-

gate the spread of corona-

virus and to avoid a second 

spike in COVID-19 in Con-

necticut. 

 

Online Worship          

Encouraged  

 

Our Bishops have not yet 

published protocols and 

guidelines for if and when 

we return to the reception of 

the sacrament in person. As 

we move into the governor’s 

Phase 3 reopening of our 

state, expected early to mid-

July, our Bishops strongly 

advise caution. They are 

encouraging us to go slowly 

with return to in-person 

worship and to continue to 

offer online worship oppor-

tunities.  

 

Safety Is Paramount 

 

St. Mary’s leadership is 

heeding these cautions, ac-

knowledging many of our 

parishioners are over age 65 

and many others have un-

derlying health conditions. 

Staying safe remains para-

mount as we move forward 

in our overarching priority 

“staying connected as a faith 

community.”  

 

New Tech Team at Work 

 

Our newly formed “tech 

team” is making progress 

with “trying on” how we 

might expand our online 

presence. Currently this 

focuses on recording and 

live-streaming from the 

sanctuary. We have had 

success doing so from the 

Nativity Chapel. We recently 

added live music with our 

pianist, Kelly Sharp. As our 

learning advances we hope 

to offer a Morning Devotion 

live-streamed on YouTube. 

We will keep you posted on 

this.  

 

 

Virtual Sunday Wor-

ship and Fellowship 

Continue 

 

We are continuing to gath-

er on Zoom for our 10 am 

Sunday morning prayer 

service shared jointly with 

Concordia. This format for 

worship will continue for 

the foreseeable future. 

While this is virtual wor-

ship, it gives us the oppor-

tunity to connect and share 

a bit of fellowship together, 

something that is not read-

ily available when prere-

cording or live-streaming 

from within the church 

building. 

 

If you need help using the 

Zoom videoconferencing  

platform, let the office 

know and someone will 

contact you. 
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Financial Summary 

May 2020 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

Income:  

• The church’s application to the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) for a forgivable loan was approved for $44,910 to 

cover eight weeks of salary, salary-related expenses and utility costs due to a projected loss of income from COVID-19. These 
funds are accounted for in miscellaneous income and are the reason for the large bump in income compared to April.  

• As expected, pledge income was down slightly over April because May is not the first month of a new quarter when we receive a 

full quarter’s pledge from some parishioners.   

• A double rent payment for 33 Park Street was received.  

 
Expenses: 

• Other than a decrease in utilities (church building has been closed) and an increase in office expense (costs for more frequent 

mailings), expenses remained relatively constant as compared to April.  

• April was another two-pay period month. 

 
Net-Surplus/Loss: 

• For the month, there was a surplus of $41,891 that is attributable to the PPP loan. If not for the loan, there would be a loss of 

just over $3,000 for the month.   

• Year-to-date, there is a surplus of $50,992. If not for the non-recurring and unrestricted bequests and the PPP loan, the year-to- 

date loss would be $28,850.   
 
Notes: 

• Thank you to everyone who continues to support St. Mary’s with their pledge. It is so appreciated.  

• As the monthly summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the 2020 operating budget includes the following items: 

 
On the income side:   

$225,000 in projected pledge income  

$32,889 in miscellaneous income, the combination of the remainder of the Dick Truwhella non-recurring and unre-
stricted bequest, and several other previous non-recurring and unrestricted bequests  

$40,000 in building use, which includes a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street 
 
On the expense side:  

A reduction in salary expenses due to reduced hours for the Parish Administrator and Sexton 
A reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums for medical and dental insurance 

  Previous 
Month-
April 

Current 
Month- 
May 

Year-to-
Date 
(5 mo., 
42% of the 
year) 

2020 Budget Year-to-Date % of Budget 

Total Income $25,874 $69,264 $199,811 $333,328 59.9% 

Total Ex-
penses 

$28,353 $27,373 $148,819 $357,308 41.7% 

Net Surplus 
(Loss) 

($2,478) $41,891 $50,992 ($23,980) (212.6%) 
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Reasons to Smile! 

 

In the midst of all the challenges and upheaval in our lives right now, it seems right to pause briefly to 

focus on moments of joy. Here are some happy stories and images contributed by the people of St. 

Mary’s. We hope they’ll make you smile! 

Anna Carlson Eva Hart 

Congratulations to two young parishioners who graduated 

from high school this spring! 

Anna Carlson, child of Jen and Nate Carlson, graduated from 

Glastonbury High School. Anna will be attending the Honors 

Program at Providence College, pursuing a double major in 

psychology and Spanish. 

Eva Hart, child of Laura and Jeff Hart, graduated from Man-

chester High School. Eva will take a gap year to work with the 

Mary Cheney library and pursue opportunities in theatre tech-

nology before enrolling in the University of Connecticut’s Col-

lege of Liberal Arts and Sciences in fall 2021. 

Barbara Welchman became a great-

grandmother when this little girl came 

into the world in June. Barbara says she 

feels “so blessed” in her new role. 

Sandy Braman and her husband, 

Dave, welcomed their newest grand-

daughter in May. She is Sandy and 

Dave’s fourth grandchild. 

Noreen and Darius Kirk’s fourth 

grandchild—the first girl!—was born 

June 10. 

Speaking of smiles … Joy and Bob 

Dorin’s grandson was happy to show 

them that he’d lost his first tooth! 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson and her children, Azalach and Muse, celebrated the culmination of 

daughter Azalech’s 8th- 

grade year in June.  

 

The daisies and roses in 

Ann’s garden also make her 

smile. 
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Reasons to Smile — Continued 

Lanie Turner’s grandson 

graduated from high 

school in June. He plans 

to attend Sacred Heart 

University in the fall. 

Lanie was pleased that 

she got to take part in 

her grandson’s drive-

through graduation cere-

mony. 

It’s important 

to celebrate 

special days, 

even during a 

pandemic. A 

member of St. 

Mary’s writes: 

“A small group 

of our church 

members trav-

eled to the 

homes of birth-

day persons, 

traveling indi-

vidually in their 

own cars to be 

COVID-19 safe, maintaining a 6-foot distance apart, and 

wearing their masks to chalk birthday greetings on the 

birthday person's driveway. Colorful rainbows, birthday 

cakes, stars, hearts and posters decorated lawns and 

driveways, much to the surprise of the recipients. Who 

said driveway chalk is only for young people? I assure 

you a great time was had by all! Happy birthday to all of 

you we missed!” 

 

Andrea Burr’s nephews recently graduated from the University of Cali-

fornia Berkeley. 

The two young 

daughters of Sarah 

and James Tierinni 

recently went to 

meet their new baby 

cousin, who was 

born on June 24. 
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Around St. Mary’s 

Drive-Through Food Drive 

On Saturday, May 30, volunteers from St. Mary’s and Concordia held the second drive-through food drive of the spring. This time, 

items collected were donated to a food pantry located at Second Congregational Church in Manchester. 

 

 

In May, Peace by Piece 

Quilters completed their 

2,020th face mask. To mark 

the occasion, Nancy Eaton 

placed a mask on the statue 

in St. Mary’s memorial gar-

den depicting Jesus as a 

poor beggar. Nancy noted 

that she thinks Jesus would 

want people to take care of 

themselves by wearing 

masks to protect against 

COVID-19. 

Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson, right, met up with Jessica Gustow recent-

ly for “Coffee on the Curb.” Ann would love to visit parishioners just 

to chat. Outside and socially distant, of course. Give her a call!  

Far left: Volunteers unload car 

trunks in St. Mary’s parking 

lot. Near left: St. Mary’s Sen-

ior Warden Mechelle Olór-

tegui prepares to drive donat-

ed items to the food pantry. 

At left: Many thanks to Sylvia 

Armogida for landscaping the 

garden outside the Williams 

Building. 

Right: Randy Brown and Ralph 

Sullivan did a great job paint-

ing the handrails of the Wil-

liams Building and taking care 

of other projects.  

Looking after St. Mary’s Environment 

Quilters Reach Milestone Coffee on the Curb 
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On the Passing of Dotti Cannon 
Parishioner Dor-

othy “Dotti” Can-

non passed away 

on June 10. She 

was 72. Dotti and 

her family were 

longtime Man-

chester residents. 

Deacon Emeritus 

Karen Fedorchak 

knew them well. 

Recently, Karen shared some thoughts 

about Dotti and her commitment to her 

community and her church. Here is an 

excerpt. 

“Dotti became involved with many 

groups in town. She was the President of 

the Manchester Association for Retarded 

Citizens for several years. She assisted 

the group called My Sister's Place where 

children were  supported. Dotti and 

Brown Sugar Catering were founding 

members of the Manchester Chamber of 

Commerce and Dotti had served on the 

Board of Directors there. She assisted 

students at MHS in their culinary clas-

ses.  Manchester Community College and 

the Town of Manchester recognized Dotti 

for her contributions and gave her 

awards. Dotti was not just a capable and 

professional businesswoman and chef 

and caterer but was a God-loving Chris-

tian who continued as a member at St. 

Mary's until her death. She was a Junior 

Warden for a couple of years and contrib-

uted foods for many events at Church. 

She was also a loving aunt to her nieces 

and nephews and encouraged them to do 

their very best in their lives. She left a 

loyal and loving husband, Fred, who en-

couraged her in her pursuits and assisted 

her as well. Her presence is missed by 

many.” 

Watch newsletters for future plans to 

honor Dotti. 

Creative Hands, Caring Hearts 
By Donna Indomenico 

A small group of our St. Mary's Creative, 

Caring Hands Group met Saturday, June 

13, outside, socially distant, masks in hand, 

to celebrate the annual worldwide Knit 

Outside event. With their needles, yarn, 

patterns and completed items, Lynda 

Wodopian, Ruth McElraevy, Hazel 

Moulton, Miriam Gustow and I sat outside 

near our Memorial Garden, happy to re-

connect again. 

The ladies brought completed prayer 

shawls, scarves, hats, and baby items they 

have been working on during the pandemic 

weeks. The group continues their ministry 

individually at home. It was a joyful occa-

sion to meet again in person, and all look 

forward to our regular Thursday meetings 

in the Guild Room when it safe to return. 

 

Above, prayer shawls knitted by Donna 

Indomenico. At right, one of numerous 

knitted scarves Ruth McElraevey has cre-

ated during the months of staying home. 

The scarves and other items will be donat-

ed to the Seaman’s Church Institute for 

distribution to commercial mariners at 

Christmas time. At Christmas 2019, more 

A Meditation: Hope 

Hope for the future comes from copying and pasting your experience of grace from the past. The word 

“hope” in the New Testament means “expectation, trust, confidence” for the future. Hope saves us in the 

face of what is unknown, what we cannot yet see ahead.  

-Br. Curtis Almquist 

Society of Saint John the Evangelist 

Submitted by Deacon Emeritus Karen Fedorchak 

than 16,000 knitted items were dis-

tributed. They were made by 162 knit-

ting groups across the country, many 

based in Episcopal churches. 
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Following Christ into the                                 

Heart of Human Suffering 

By the Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson 

On the Fourth of July 

at 9 am, we are invited 

to join a brief online 

service of prayer and 

reflection with ECCT. 

During this gathering 

we dedicate ourselves to pursuing genuine 

freedom and independence for all Ameri-

cans. (We will share the details/link when 

we receive them.) Our Bishops also invit-

ed us, in their previous Update, “to stand 

up for the dignity and full humanity of 

Black people in the United States by sup-

porting the “Black Lives Matter” move-

ment.”  

From the Bishops’ June 26, Update 

#18: 

“Here a word on how we understand 

Black Lives Matter might be helpful. For 

us as white people, our support of Black 

Lives Matter begins with the recognition 

that Black people in the United States 

suffer and die because of the ongoing sins 

of racism, white supremacy, and anti-

Black bias. These sins fundamentally 

deny the fullness of the image of God 

in Black people and result in death-

dealing violence as recently witnessed 

in the murders of Ahmaud Arbery, 

Breonna Taylor, and George Floyd. 

Such violence is fundamentally evil 

and the work of the devil. As followers 

of Jesus, we are called to stand in the 

face of evil and do all in our power to 

bring about God’s kingdom of justice 

and love for all. Our support of Black 

Lives Matter is because we are follow-

ers of Jesus. It is our commitment to a 

spiritual metanoia, a turning around, 

that de-centers ourselves as white 

Americans and turns our focus on 

recognizing and celebrating Black 

Americans as created in the image of 

God and thus deserving of the fullness 

of life guaranteed by the incarnation 

of Jesus Christ and promised by our 

nation.” 

Said simply, we are called to change. 

Fundamental, deep and lasting change. 

We must confront and overcome the 

sins of racism, white supremacy, and 

anti-Black bias. We must open our-

selves to understand fully what this 

movement Black Lives Matter is truly 

about, and commit ourselves to this work 

of real change. 

Taking Time to Learn 

Right now there are many opportunities to 

learn. Universities and organizations are 

offering courses and webinars and hosting 

discussions. We can choose to learn the 

history of our country that was untold and 

purposely hidden. We can choose to hear 

the stories of people whose experiences 

were (and are) very different from ours. 

We must allow ourselves to be uncomfort-

able and to question the very assumptions 

upon which our perspectives are based. 

We as white people can and must do this 

work together, for the sake of God’s king-

dom and justice. We must follow the Way 

of Love—Jesus Christ— into the heart of 

human suffering. It is only them that we 

will become one in Christ.  

Ann 

GHIAA in Action 

On June 12, clergy and lay people from the church-

es comprising the Greater Hartford Interfaith Ac-

tion Alliance—including St. Mary’s and Concor-

dia—walked from Union Baptist Church on Main 

Street, Hartford, to Hartford City Hall to protest 

police injustice after the killing of George Floyd in 

Minneapolis. Lead by Pastor AJ Johnson, center, 

in black, the demonstrators called for policy 

changes and urged city officials to meet with GHI-

AA to discuss plans. 

St. Mary’s and Concordia are founding members of 

GHIAA. 



Worship Schedule  
 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  Ma ry ’ s  
E pi sc o pa l  C h u rc h  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

 

 

While our building is closed, please watch your week-

ly emails (or postal mailings) for information about 

worship through the Zoom videoconferencing app. 

 

On Sundays at 10 am, Morning Prayer is held via 

Zoom. 

On Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 pm, Compline is 

held via Zoom. 

 

Please join us. 

 

Support Our Scouts! 

 

Drive-Through Can & Bottle Drive 

Saturday, July 18 — 8 am to noon 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

 

Contactless drop-off! Just drive through 

the parking lot and around the Williams 

Building. The Scouts will unload your re-

deemable bottles and cans! Parish Register Updates 

Burial: 

Dorothy “Dotti” Cannon – June 17, 2020 

 

 


