
Important Parish 
Update Meeting June 24 
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On Sunday, June 24, we will 

have one combined service 

at 9 a.m., followed by a 

presentation that will up-

date parishioners on St. 

Mary’s  financial picture and 

outlook. The presentation 

fulfills a promise made at 

the January annual meeting 

to provide updated financial 

and related information 

midway through the year.  

“The meeting will be an op-

portunity for everyone to 

learn about things we’ve 

been working on and to 

think about our priorities 

and where we want to put 

our energies,” says our rec-

tor, the Rev. Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson. 

Treasurer Gene Marinelli 

and Assistant Treasurer Joy 

Dorin will go over financial 

results to date. Louis Fuer-

tes, canon for mission fi-

nance and operations with 

the Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut (the diocese), 

will again join us to provide 

context and review financial 

realities facing St. Mary’s. 

One topic of discussion will 

be what to do with 33 Park 

Street now that all renters 

are vacating the building. 

The building is not suitable 

for re-renting, because it 

requires extensive, costly 

repairs and upgrades. The 

finance committee and 

vestry want input from the 

parish on what to do with 

the property. 

Plan to be on hand for this 

important meeting after 

the 9 a.m. service on June 

24. 

 

Bart Geissinger, executive 

director of Camp Washing-

ton, will be our guest 

preacher at both the 7:30 

and 10 a.m. services on Sun-

day, June 17.  

Camp Washington is the 

official Camp and Confer-

ence Center of the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut 

(ECCT). Its website notes 

that “Camp Washington is a 

sacred place where God’s 

love for the world, made 

known to us in Jesus Christ, 

is shared with all God’s peo-

ple … We are an inviting, 

Learn About Camp Washington 

June 17 

diverse, accepting commu-

nity that offers a safe place 

for reflection and renewal, 

education and training, that 

encourages creativity and a 

sense of adventure by ex-

ploring and experiencing 

God’s mission of restoration 

and reconciliation.”  

Join us for what we hope 

will be an annual “Camp 

Washington Sunday.” 
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By Valerie Huestis and Sarah Tierrini 

First, we would like to express our heartfelt 

gratitude to everyone who contributed their 

time, talent and treasure to this year’s May 

Fair. Your hard work, dedication and “let’s 

get it done” spirit of cooperation were im-

portant factors in making this year’s fair a 

success. We are very grateful to the pricing 

team who sorted and priced the donated 

items for nearly two hours every week start-

ing in March and at each of our two special 

Saturday morning pricing events in April.  As 

always, the assistance of Boy Scout Troop 27 

is greatly appreciated, and we owe them a 

hearty “thank you” for all their support. 

Words cannot completely convey our thank-

fulness for everyone’s contributions and 

words of encouragement and support.   

This year we continued to implement new 

ideas and changes. On several Sundays pri-

or to the fair, we held early bird sales of tag 

sale items, small furniture and jewelry. At 

the fair itself, jewelry was moved to the 

stage in Neill Hall to provide more space to 

display items, the 25 cent corner was moved 

to the entry hall of Neill Hall to make more 

space in the main tag sale area, crafts was 

moved to the Guild Room and small furni-

ture was displayed in Anderson Hall. We 

are beyond grateful for everyone’s flexibility 

and willingness to try new approaches. Un-

fortunately, due to the weather, we did not 

include the grill in the fair this year.  But we 

did have a delicious luncheon (including a 

salad sampler, apple crisp and beverage) 

prepared by members of St. Mary’s. 

We had an incredible day of hard work, fun 

and fellowship at the fair on May 12, and 

the fair was very successful financially. As of 

May 15, the combined total from the fair 

itself plus early bird and eBay sales was 

$9,604.20. This preliminary amount will 

change with the submission of any addition-

al income and expenses plus eBay sales 

completed through the end of May.  

The May Fair wrap-up meeting is scheduled 

for June 13 at 6 p.m. in the Williams Build-

ing conference room. At the meeting we will 

discuss what went right or wrong this year, 

e.g. the success of the new jewelry location 

and early bird sales, lack of volunteers, do-

nation of items that were not “gently used,” 

etc., and our thoughts on a fair next year.   

Another Successful May Fair! 

Some of the smiling faces at St. Mary’s May Fair! 
Many thanks to all who made it possible—those shown below and so many more! 
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Anti-Racism Initiative Underway 

society for the better. They include: listen-

ing to people of color and believing their 

stories of how racism has harmed them; 

asking forgiveness for what they and their 

ancestors have suffered and engaging them 

in conversation; becoming educated about 

our country’s historical dehumanization 

and oppression of people of color; and 

recognizing how even the Episcopal 

Church has perpetuated white supremacy 

and racism and seeing how we might en-

sure greater inclusion of people of color in 

its decision-making. 

She urged listeners to allow the Holy Spirit 

to be part of the change process. 

“We ask the Holy Spirit to lead us to listen; 

to pay attention and to pray so we may be 

guided to make good decisions and be 

agents of change.” 

 

 

In April, an anti-racism initiative 

launched  collaboratively by St. Mary’s, 

Concordia Lutheran and Emanuel Lu-

theran churches kicked off with a docu-

mentary film. It was followed by a series 

of book discussions focused on Ijeoma 

Oluo’s “So You Want to Talk About Race.” 

Approximately 50 people participated in 

the initiative, which prompted much dis-

cussion about the problem of racial injus-

tice in America. While the book discus-

sion series concluded at the end of May, 

representatives from the three churches 

plan to continue the effort in some form 

over the coming months. 

The work is consistent with the national 

Episcopal Church’s stated commitment to 

racial healing, reconciliation and justice. 

A Pentacost Call for Change 

In her sermon on Pentacost Sunday, Dea-

con Emeritus Karen Fedorchak empha-

sized the need for Christians to respect 

and love all others and to work for social 

justice. 

Referring to the anti-racism initiative of 

the three churches, Dn. Karen said: “In 

our reading and conversations we are 

learning that through the power of some 

in the white race, many decisions, laws, 

and regulations have been enacted 

against people of color. And behaviors 

continue that are prejudicial, oppressive 

and sometimes abusive.  Many of us, as 

white persons, may not have known how, 

when or where these decisions were made 

or who made them, but what we are 

learning is that they have traumatized 

many persons of color. Yet we each can 

take personal responsibility for our own 

behaviors and how we think about and 

treat those of color, and we can learn how 

to change ourselves if needed.” 

Dn. Karen outlined several steps we can 

take to begin changing ourselves and our 

 

Late-May News:  

Different day and 

host for “office 

hours.” 

St. Mary's Senior Warden, 

Laura Hart, will be at Silk 

City Coffee (Main Street, 

Manchester) on May 24 and 

31, from 1 to 3 p.m. for our 

weekly "Office Hours @ Silk 

City."  This is a great oppor-

tunity to share some fellow-

ship, ask questions and en-

gage in conversation in an 

informal environment.  

Please stop by!  Laura looks 

forward to your visit.  

The Rev. Douglas Barclay, pastor of Concordia Lutheran Church, and some of 

those who attended the anti-racism’s first component: the screening of  “A Time 

for Burning,” a 1966 documentary about a faith community’s struggle with race 

relations. 



Page 4 H a p p eni n g s  

Spring Luncheon Was a Special Occasion 
By Beth Bickley 

Some members of St. Mary’s can’t get to 

church as often as they’d like. Thirty-one 

such members, as well as guests and help-

ers, gathered in Anderson Hall on Satur-

day, April 28, for lunch, entertainment 

and a time to reconnect with one another.  

Many of those attending had not been to 

St. Mary’s for a while so all appreciated 

the chance to be together again.  After a 

delicious lunch of finger sandwiches, sal-

ads, chips and cake provided by Highland 

Park Market, Rector Ann Lovejoy John-

son led the group through the Noonday 

prayer service.  

The luncheon wrapped up with an old-

fashioned hymn sing accompanied on the 

piano by Karen Saunders.   

Many thanks to the helpers who provided 

rides to and from the luncheon and who 

served and cleaned up. All agreed that 

this special time of fellowship should be 

an annual event. 

Hundreds Attend ECW Annual Meeting 
More than 300 people attended the 

Episcopal Church Women’s 137th An-

nual Meeting on May 3 at the Aqua 

Turf club in Plantsville. Among them 

were several from St. Mary’s: Andrea 

Burr, Eileen Christensen, Deacon Ka-

ren Fedorchak, Rector Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson, Jean Kelsey and Nancy 

Sampson. 

Becca Stevens, founder of Thistle Farms -- 

known globally for its work with women 

survivors of trafficking, prostitution and 

addiction -- was the featured speaker. 

Bishop Laura J. Ahrens gave the sermon 

during the opening Eucharist; Valzie Pe-

terkin delivered her final report as current 

ECW president during the business ses-

sion, and Bishop Ian T. Douglas led the 

installation of new officers: Betty Silva, 

President; Gloria Rogers, 1st Vice Presi-

dent; Roberta Stocksdale, Secretary, and 

Claudia Dixon, Treasurer. Members of the 

Girls Friendly Society had prepared a cen-

terpiece for each table and representatives 

from the United Thank Offering (UTO) 

made their "blue boxes" available to all to 

take home.  
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Music Notes 

McElraevy Concert Held 

The Elqui Trio, known for their unique blend of classical and South 

American music, were the guest artists at the April 28 Richard J. 

McElraevy Memorial Concert. Shown at right with Ruth McElraevy 

are, from left, ensemble members Gonzalo Cortes, Scott Hill and Car-

los Boltes. 

The concert series, which is underwritten by a gift from the McElraevy 

family, takes place twice a year. It is free and open to the public.  

Music Ministry Will Be 

Shared This Summer 

St. Mary’s will “try on” something new this 

summer as we share the music ministry with 

Concordia Lutheran Church. Our  minister 

News and Notes 

of music, Alex Nakhimovsky, and a musi-

cian from Concordia will take turns play-

ing and leading music at the two churches 

each Sunday. Service times at the two 

churches will make this possible. St. 

Mary’s summer service times will be 7:30 

and 9 a.m., and Concordia’s later ser-

vice will be at 10:30. This is a collabo-

rative experiment and will be evaluat-

ed before decisions are made about 

music for the program year. 

Come Celebrate Knitting 

The 14th Annual World Wide Knitting-in-

Public Day will be celebrated on Saturday, 

June 9.  Join the members of St. Mary's 

Creative Caring Hands on the porch of the 

Williams Building any time between 10 

a.m. and 2 p.m.  Bring your favorite knit-

ting or crocheting projects, a folding chair, 

and snacks or lunch.  Join fellow crafters 

from 57 countries around the world.  Re-

member, Keep calm, carry yarn! 

Episcopal Bishop Addresses 

Royal Wedding 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, pre-

siding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, 

delivered the sermon at the May 19 wed-

ding of Meghan Markle and Britain’s 

Prince Harry. If you missed it, check it out 

on YouTube. 

 

Suicide Prevention      

Training 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson recently attended a pro-

gram on suicide prevention. Called QPP for 

“question,” “persuade” and “refer,” the program  

is brief but information-packed. Ann hopes to 

schedule a session at St. Mary’s.  

Midweek Service Times 

The Wednesday morning Eucharist and heal-

ing service will take place on June 6 and 13, 

then be suspended for the summer. 

Memorial Garden Blessed 

The sixth Sunday of 

Easter is Rogation 

Sunday, when we 

thank God for the 

beauty of the earth. 

At St. Mary’s this 

year, we observed it 

with a special bless-

ing in the Memorial 

Garden. 

 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

8:45  a.m. Adult Forum 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Christian Formation classes 

 

Tuesdays    

7 p.m. Evening Prayer  

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer (Through June 13. Resumes in Sep-

tember) 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 10 a.m. 

service. The youth of the church take a special part in the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use AmazonSmile every day because every bit counts to help sup-

port the missions at St. Mary’s 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% 

of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 

OR  

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Instructions to set up St. Mary’s as your AmazonSmile charity are in 

the Narthex 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Spring returns to St. Mary’s. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

