
The Building: Closed. 
The Church: Open! 
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St. Mary’s parishioners have 

often said that our church is 

not the building; it is the 

people, the ministries, the 

caring for one another and 

the community. 

Never has this been seen 

more clearly than in the 

months since the pandemic 

shuttered all gathering plac-

es, including churches. 

Worship 

Parishioners continue to 

worship together virtually 

via the Zoom application. 

On Sundays at 10 am, the 

service is Morning Prayer 

from the Book of Common 

Prayer. On Wednesdays and 

Fridays at 7:30 pm, a service 

of Compline is held.  

Communication 

Weekly e-newsletters (with 

hard copies mailed to those 

not using email) keep pa-

rishioners informed. Vestry 

members periodically reach 

out to parishioners by 

phone. 

Coffee on the Curb 

Rector Ann Lovejoy John-

son has introduced an op-

portunity called “Coffee on 

the Curb.” Parishioners can 

choose a time when Ann will 

come to their homes—coffee 

and folding chair in hand—

for an informal, socially 

distant, outdoor visit.  

Community Service 

A drive-through food collec-

tion  was held at St. Mary’s 

in late April to restock criti-

cal items for distribution by 

MACC. Another drive-

through food drive on May 

30 is to benefit the food 

pantry at Manchester’s Sec-

ond Congregational Church. 

Items donated in early 

March for St. Mary’s “Undie 

Sunday” project have also 

been delivered to MACC. 

After the CDC recommend-

ed that everyone wear a face 

mask in public to reduce the 

risk of transmitting 

COVID, St. Mary’s ob-

tained masks made by 

Peace by Piece Quilters, 

hung them on a clothesline 

outside the church and 

invited anyone who needed 

a mask to take one. 

New: “Open Mic”      

Opportunities 

To give everyone at St. 

Mary’s a chance to share 

what’s on their mind, lead-

ers will hold three listening 

sessions via Zoom in June. 

See p. 3 for details and 

please plan to join at least 

one of the sessions, either 

by video or by calling in on 

your phone. 
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Financial Summary 

April 2020 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 
 

 
Income:  

• Income overall dropped because there was not a similar transfer of non-recurring, unrestricted bequests as there were in 

March.  

• However, pledge income was up slightly over March. Again, many thanks to everyone who is able to continue with their offer-

ings. It’s so important and so appreciated. 

Expenses: 

• Expenses remained constant as compared to March.  

• April was another two-pay-period month. 

• There were minimal service contract expenses.  

Net-Surplus/Loss: 

• For the month, there was a loss of $2,478.   

• Year-to-date, there is a surplus of $9,100. However, if not for the non-recurring and unrestricted bequests, the year-to- date 

loss would be $25,800.   

Notes: 

• The church’s application to the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Program for a forgivable loan was approved. The funds will cover 

salary, salary-related expenses and utility costs due to a projected loss of income from COVID-19.     

• As the monthly summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the 2020 operating budget includes the following items: 

On the income side:   

$225,000 in projected pledge income  
$32,889 in miscellaneous income, the combination of the remainder of the Dick Trewhella non-recurring and unre-

stricted bequest, and several other previous non-recurring and unrestricted bequests  

$40,000 in building use, which includes a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street 

On the expense side:  

A reduction in salary expenses due to reduced hours for the Parish Administrator and Sexton 

A reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums for medical and dental insurance 

  Previous 
Month-March 

Current Month- 
April 

Year-to-Date 
(4 mo., 33% of 
the year) 

2020 Budget Year-to-Date 
% of Budget 

Total Income $36,783 $25,874 $130,546 $333,328 39.2% 

Total Expenses $28,079 $28,353 $121,447 $357,308 34.0% 

Net Surplus 
(Loss) 

$8,704 ($2,478) $9,100 ($23,980) (37.9%) 
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Christians Are Called to 

Protect the Vulnerable 

By the Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson, 

Rector 

 

Many decisions weigh on 

us right now as we expe-

rience the early days of 

the Governor's first 

phase of re-opening businesses in our state. 

We continue to see a slowing of the COVID-

19 hospitalizations and deaths and we con-

tinue to observe the Center for Disease Con-

trol's social distancing guidelines. Though 

many of us may feel well, the risk of carrying 

the virus to another person remains great.  

The Bishops of our diocese, the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut, published guidance 

for this first phase of re-opening our state, 

entitled “Living with COVID-19: Protocols 

and Directions for Clergy and Vestries in the 

Episcopal Church in Connecticut.” The Bish-

ops believe at this time we should not return 

to in-person worship nor open church offic-

es for anything other than essential busi-

ness. This is exactly what we have been do-

ing at St. Mary's.  

One of the points the bishops makes is: 

“When resuming in-person worship, parish-

es offering online worship will need to con-

tinue offering online worship for parishion-

ers at high-risk who cannot attend in-person 

worship until we are through the COVID-19 

pandemic.” As the Body of Christ and fol-

lowers of Jesus, we are urged to uphold the 

Biblical imperative to care for the least and 

the vulnerable in our midst. We are giving 

the utmost priority to the protection of those 

who are at higher risk in our congregation.  

In the Episcopal Church, decisions concern-

ing local parishes are made by their clergy 

with the pastoral direction of the bishop. 

There is a shared authority implied between 

the Bishops, Rectors, and Vestry that is fun-

damentally relational and collaborative with 

respect to both worship and the manage-

ment of church buildings. As your Rector, I 

am committed to following the pastoral di-

rection of the Bishop and to mutual leader-

ship with your Vestry.  

At this time, the Vestry is reviewing the 

Protocols and has determined, thus far, 

that it is not safe for us to offer in-

person worship. We are, however, con-

tinuing to gather as a community for 

worship using the Zoom conferencing 

platform. The church is “open,” even 

while our buildings are temporarily 

closed. 

As we consider next steps in our life as 

a parish living with COVID-19, I invite 

you to do this from a place of theologi-

cal imagination. We will do this fore-

most in our St. Mary's “Open Mic: 

We're Listening” Town Hall sessions 

(details are at right). I encourage you, if 

you have not already, to try out the 

Zoom services on Sunday at 10 am. The 

link is published in the weekly Enews. 

While not Holy Communion, the ser-

vice is Morning Prayer from The Book 

of Common Prayer. 

The bishops, in their recent weekly 

letter to clergy and wardens, write: 

"What newness of God are we called to 

hold onto even as we begin to contem-

plate returning to our parish buildings. 

Let’s not lose the life-giving lessons 

that the Holy Spirit has revealed to us 

while we have been living in exile from 

our church buildings. God in the risen 

Christ has been with us powerfully this 

Easter season and is making us a new 

church.” 

We are Easter People, being called and 

stretched way outside our “comfort 

zones” to be about God's mission of 

reconciliation. God is with us in this 

peculiar and uncomfortable time, con-

tinuing to draw out the best in us as we 

go about our essential work of love, 

justice and hope. Remembering always, 

Jesus says, “the greatest of these is 

love.” 

“Open Mic: We’re 

Listening” 

Town Hall Sessions 

Join Reverend Ann, St. Mary’s Wardens 

and Vestry leaders for 90-minute con-

versations to explore questions such as 

“What are we learning?” and “What is 

God saying to us?” during the corona-

virus pandemic.  St. Mary’s is hosting 

these town hall-style conversations, 

which we’re calling “Open Mic: We Are 

Listening!” We look forward to seeing 

each other, sharing our experiences, and 

reflecting together.  Session are via the 

Zoom videoconferencing platform. You 

can connect with internet video or simp-

ly dial in. 

Join us during one or more of these time 

slots: 

 

Saturday, June 6, 9:30-11 am  

Saturday Session Zoom Meeting 

ID:  881 4069 9251 or dial 1 929 205 

6099 then enter Meeting ID 

 

Tuesday, June 9, 7:30-9 pm 

Tuesday Session Zoom Meeting ID  847 

5238 8387 or dial  +1 929 205 6099 

then enter Meeting ID 

 

Thursday, June 11, 1-2:30 pm 

Thursday Session Zoom Meeting 

ID  864 4050 2091 or dial 1 929 205 

6099 then enter the Meeting ID 
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Celebrating Ascension in a New Way 
 On Sunday, May 24, more than 65 people from St. Mary’s and Concordia 

gathered over Zoom—either by internet video or phone—to celebrate the 

Feast of the Ascension, the day on which Christians commemorate Christ’s 

bodily ascension to heaven.  

St. Mary’s parishioner and lay preacher Mary Covello, shown at left, 

preached. In the four small frames to the right of the computer screen are 

Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson, Concordia Pastor the Rev. Douglas Barclay, 

Deacon Mark Winzler of Concordia and Deacon Emeritus Karen Fe-

dorchak of St. Mary’s. 

Commenting on the worship, Rev. Ann said, “What a blessing to be togeth-

er!” 

ECW News 

By Jean Kelsey 

The annual meeting and luncheon of the Episcopal Church 

Women of Connecticut has been cancelled for year 2020. 

The annual Service for the United Thank Offering In-

Gathering has been cancelled for year 2020. Please continue 

to use your Blue Boxes to collect coins as a way to thank God 

for his blessings. We hope to resume UTO in 2021.   

In the meantime, Be Safe and Stay Healthy, 

Jean can be reached at 860.643.5718. 

Altar Guild News 

By Jean Kelsey 

Here are the Altar Guild rotations for the rest of 2020: 

Sharron Ring:   June, September, December 

Beth Bickley:       August, November 

Jean Kelsey:  July, October 

ChurchNext, an educational initiative of the Episcopal Church, is offering a free online course “designed to give you a 

boost” as you navigate through this trying time of pandemic. 

The course, titled “Covid-19 Spiritual Survival Kit For Individuals and For Groups,”  focuses on what we can do to take 

care of ourselves and others during this time, and how can we rely on God to help us survive -- spiritually, physically, 

and emotionally -- and do God's work in the world. Four instructors offer suggestions to help us manage this period of 

anxiety, danger, and social isolation. 

To read more about the course, view a preview and sign up, visit https://www.churchnext.tv/library/a-covid-19-

survival-kit/135628/about/. 

Free Online Course 
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Stories from Home  

 

 

I have used Zoom to meet with my 

friends in my book club.  We get togeth-

er every month at the home of one of 

our members and I suggested we try 

meeting via Zoom this month.  We met 

this past Monday (minus our usual din-

ner) and had a great time. Everyone had 

a chance to catch up with how we all are 

doing and then we had an interesting 

discussion of the book, The Golden Son, 

that we read for this month. We met for 

1-1/2 hours. The book was outstanding 

if anyone is looking for a good book 

while they’re staying at home.    

I also set up an Action Plan for my-

self.   Something I learned when I 

took a Caregivers Course a few 

years ago.  It may be useful for oth-

ers while we’re staying in place at 

home.  

First you choose something you 

want to do.  Such as reading a 

book, exercising, etc. (I chose walk-

ing and doing exercises that Silver 

Sneakers offers on Facebook.)   

Make sure it’s reachable 

(something you believe you will be 

able to accomplish during the 

week).  

It answers the questions:  

I would like to share my experience 

with our “stay at home” circumstances. 

Unlike many, my daily life now is not 

unlike my normal life. I am a senior 

caregiver two days a week, and continue 

in that care. I have family living with 

me and to my delight, we have built 

closer relationships. We even enjoy dai-

ly meals together!  I am out in the gar-

What? I will read a book or I will 

walk.   

How much? Will you read one 

chapter or for a half an hour? 

When?  Will you do this first thing 

in the morning or at bedtime.  

How often? Three times a week or 

once a week.  

It has a high confidence level.  

(You’re sure you will be able to com-

plete your entire action plan during 

the next week).   

Sharron Ring 

Karen Armogida 

Members of St. Mary’s have shared the different ways in which they’re spending their time at home during the pandemic. 

Have a story to tell? Feelings or insights to share? Advice on getting through it all? Please email Happenings editor Noreen 

Kirk at nskirk50@gmail.com. 

dens and yard frequently and enjoy 

a walk around the block. Most of 

my outside activities are participat-

ing in the needs and workings of 

our church. I have “Zoomed in” to 

continue with many of them. I find 

myself grateful and content! 

I’ve also been painting. 

 

 

 

 

Just a bit of an update on my “doing 

church in the parking lot.”  

It’s been almost two months, and now 

Donna Indomenico has joined me for 

three Sundays and we use the bulletin 

provided by Pastor Ann in the Thursday 

newsletter.  

 

We take turns reading, and sing a 

hymn or two.  We then drink our 

coffee and visit before heading 

home!   

Just your typical Sunday morning! 

 Ruth McElraevy 
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Solstice Marks Summer’s Start 
What’s not to love about June in New 

England? Long hours of daylight; blos-

soming flowers and trees; choruses of 

birdsong; mild, usually comfortable tem-

peratures. A good time to delight in and 

be thankful for God’s gift of creation. 

For much of June’s blessings, we can 

thank the summer solstice. The solstice 

takes place on June 20 this year. It occurs 

when the Earth’s northern pole is leaning 

most toward the sun. It is the longest day 

of the year and marks the beginning of 

summer here in the northern hemi-

sphere. 

For centuries, people have celebrated the 

solstice with festivals and other rituals. In 

this issue, we celebrate the solstice by 

offering a lovely poem about how sum-

mer’s beauty offers a much-needed res-

pite from life’s “grief and pain.” 

The poem was written more than 100 

years ago, so its language will seem 

quaint to 21st century ears. But the feel-

ings are timeless. 

In Summer Time 
By Paul Laurence Dunbar 

 

When summer time has come, and all 

The world is in the magic thrall 

Of perfumed airs that lull each sense 

To fits of drowsy indolence; 

When skies are deepest blue above, 

And flow'rs aflush,—then most I love 

To start, while early dews are damp, 

And wend my way in woodland tramp 

Where forests rustle, tree on tree, 

And sing their silent songs to me; 

Where pathways meet and pathways part,— 

To walk with Nature heart by heart, 

Till wearied out at last I lie 

Where some sweet stream steals singing by 

A mossy bank; where violets vie 

In color with the summer sky,— 

Or take my rod and line and hook, 

And wander to some darkling brook, 

Where all day long the willows dream, 

And idly droop to kiss the stream, 

And there to loll from morn till night— 

Unheeding nibble, run, or bite— 

Just for the joy of being there 

And drinking in the summer air, 

The summer sounds, and summer sights, 

That set a restless mind to rights 

When grief and pain and raging doubt 

Of men and creeds have worn it out; 

The birds' song and the water's drone, 

The humming bee's low monotone, 

The murmur of the passing breeze, 

And all the sounds akin to these, 

That make a man in summer time 

Feel only fit for rest and rhyme. 

Joy springs all radiant in my breast; 

Though pauper poor, than king more blest, 

The tide beats in my soul so strong 

That happiness breaks forth in song, 

And rings aloud the welkin blue 

With all the songs I ever knew. 

O time of rapture! time of song! 

How swiftly glide thy days along 

Adown the current of the years, 

Above the rocks of grief and tears! 

'Tis wealth enough of joy for me 

In summer time to simply be. 

 

 

 

Paul Laurence Dunbar (June 27, 1872 

– February 9, 1906) was an American 

poet, novelist, and playwright of the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Born in Dayton, Ohio to parents who 

were enslaved in Kentucky before 

the American Civil War, Dunbar be-

gan to write stories and verse as a 

child and published his first poems at 

the age of 16 in a Dayton newspaper. 

He was also president of his high 

school's literary society.  

—Wikipedia 
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Take Good Care of Yourself 
There are a number of resources with 

suggestions on how to feel and function 

your best during this time of pandemic. 

Here are just a few. 

Harvard Health Publishing/

Harvard Medical School has an 

online webinar series that offers  advice 

on ways to regulate emotions and build 

resiliency. To view the webinars, go to : 

https://www.health.harvard.edu/

diseases-and-conditions/coping-with-

coronavirus  

NAMI, the National Alliance on 

Mental Illness, offers mental health 

coping strategies for dealing with the 

pandemic. Visit: 

https://www.nami.org/Blogs/NAMI-

Blog/March-2020/Coronavirus-

Mental-Health-Coping-Strategies  

 

 

 

As mentioned previously in St. Mary’s e-

newsletter, the Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut has compiled a list of sites 

offering helpful information at this time. 

Go to: 

https://www.episcopalct.org/covid-19-

coronavirus-updates/self-care-resources/  

Below is a handy reminder, contributed by Senior Warden Mechelle Olórtegui. 



Worship Schedule  
 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  Ma ry ’ s  
E pi sc o pa l  C h u rc h  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

 

 

While our building is closed, please watch your week-

ly emails (or postal mailings) for information about 

worship through the Zoom videoconferencing app. 

 

On Sundays at 10 am, Morning Prayer, directly from 

the Book of Common Prayer, is held via Zoom. 

On Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 pm, Compline is 

held via Zoom. 

 

Please join us. 

By Mechelle Olórtegui, Stewardship Chair 

Stewardship is a year-round spiritual discipline that St. 

Mary's knows well. Right now, and for the foreseeable fu-

ture, all churches will be using technology to stream worship 

services, share evening prayers, and have coffee to convene 

to glorify God, even if it is all online. At St. Mary’s, we are 

also finding ways to support and care for the most vulnera-

ble church members, keeping in touch with phone calls and 

offering to help pick up necessities, and being inventive with 

the new “coffee on the curb” so that our parishioners do not 

have to go out and risk being exposed. We have continued to 

show our real strength as a community of faith by loving our 

neighbors with the hanging of masks available for anyone 

who walks by and drive thru food drives to help the neediest 

and vulnerable in our community, which also glorifies God. 

Stewardship continues within our walls. Each fall we con-

duct a pledge campaign to plan the budget for the coming 

year. Your one-time, weekly or monthly gifts provide for St. 

Mary’s day-to-day operating costs.  This includes staff sala-

ries, worship, maintenance, utilities and operations costs. 

Quarantine has eliminated our time together but not these 

costs, and we have been operating on very thin margins.  

Sunday plate offerings do not exist because we are not in the 

church. 

As in the past, before this pandemic, we rely on your support. 

This is also the time, as we reflect on life, to think about 

planned giving.  We are so grateful to the Haugh family and 

Dick Trewhella for unrestricted and non-recurring gifts that 

have helped us when we most needed them. 

Your generosity does and will make a difference in the life of 

St. Mary’s, so please continue to give as if you were in the 

pews each Sunday.  You can mail your offering or drop it off 

at the church office. In the past, we had the opportunity for 

online giving, so we will be exploring this again to see if it 

makes sense for St. Mary’s.  If you are interested in online 

giving, please reach out to me at 860.995.1946 or by email 

at mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com. 

Parish Register Updates 

Deceased: 

Elizabeth L. Woollett – died May 4, 2020 

Need for Stewardship Continues 


