
In-Person Worship 
Resumes—Outdoors for Now 
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Mark your calendar for the 

next parish listening session:  

 

Sunday, June 27, 10 to 11 am 

Church Street lawn, 

immediately after the 9 am 

outdoor Eucharist.  

Sunday, June 20, will be a 

milestone day at St. Mary’s. 

That’s the day the church will 

resume gathering in person 

for the celebration of Holy 

Eucharist. For the time being, 

the service will be held out-

doors, on the Church Street 

lawn. 

The decision to begin the 

return to in-person worship 

by meeting outdoors is in 

keeping with recommenda-

tions from the bishops of our 

diocese, the Episcopal Church 

in Connecticut (ECCT). They 

urge parishes to make their 

top priority protecting those 

most vulnerable to the ongo-

ing threat of COVID-19. 

A First Step in a       

Process 

St. Mary’s nine-member Reo-

pening Task Force envisions 

outdoor worship as a transi-

tional phase. If community 

positivity rates remain low, 

St. Mary’s may begin holding 

worship inside the church by 

later in the summer. The task 

force will periodically reas-

sess the COVID environment 

throughout the summer and 

consult with vestry on making 

any changes. 

 

Livestreaming to 

Begin 

ECCT has also asked par-

ishes to livestream services, 

even after the pandemic 

ends, both for the benefit of 

members who can’t get to 

church and for people any-

where in the community 

who may wish to view 

them. St. Mary’s will begin 

livestreaming each Sun-

day’s service of Holy Eu-

charist on June 20. 

 

Outdoor Worship: 

The Details 

• From Sunday, June 20, 

and possibly through 

Labor Day, we will 

celebrate the Service of 

Holy Eucharist at 9 am 

on the Church Street 

lawn. (The 9 am time 

allows time for set-up.) 

• For those unable to 

attend, the service will 

be livestreamed on St. 

Mary’s YouTube Chan-

nel. 

• Parishioners will sign 

up in advance to attend 

the in-person service. 

Watch weekly e-news 

for more information. 

• Each attendee will 

bring their own chair. 

Parishioners will assist 

anyone needing help or 

special seating. 

• Chairs will be spaced 

six feet apart. 

• Instead of using hym-

nals and prayer books, 

the service will be 

printed in a handout. 

• Holy Communion will 

be distributed using 

sealed communion 

cups. 

• After the service, the 

church will be open for 

private prayer, with 

ushers seating those 

who wish to enter. 

• If the weather looks 

threatening, a decision 

to cancel the outdoor 

service will be made by  

Continued on p. 6 

Please watch St. 

Mary’s weekly e-

news for more de-

tails about outdoor 

services and the 

overall reopening 

process. 



Page 2 H a p p eni n g s  

Financial Summary 

April 2021 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Income 

• Total income was $18,663.  

 Pledge income decreased from March. Of concern is that the number of Sundays was the same in March and April, and 

we did not experience the historical bump in pledges that comes with the first month of every quarter.  

 By the end of the month, we had not yet received the monthly rent of $2,200 for 33 Park Street. 

• Year-to-date, income continues to track above what was projected because of the one-time PPP loan of $44,960 that was re-

ceived in February and the unanticipated prior year pledges received in January.   

 

April Expenses 

• Total expenses were $29,788. 

 Expenses were comparable to March’s, the combination of a decrease in the Office Expense category and increases in 

the Building and Grounds, Music and Stewardship categories.  

• Year-to-date, expenses (many of which are fixed) are tracking as projected.  

 

Net-Surplus/Loss 

• For the month of April, there was a loss of $11,126.  

• Year-to-date, there is a cumulative surplus of $12,317.  

• If not for the PPP loan, there would be a cumulative loss of $32,643.    

 

Notes 

• The 2021 operating budget – summarized in the table above - was approved by the Vestry and presented at the Annual Meeting. 

• As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2021 operating budget included the following: 

 On the income side: 

 $180,568 in pledge income, a reduction from the 2020 actual of $212,418. 

 $26,400 - $2,200 per month - in building use which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park 

Street but no rental income from Iglesias or other organizations due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 No income from parish functions due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 On the expense side: 

 The second year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020, 

90% in 2021 and 85% in 2022) for medical and dental insurance.  

  Previous 
Month— 
March 

Current 
Month–

April 

YTD, 4 
months, 
33.3% of 
the year 

2021  
Budget 

YTD % of Budget 

Total Income $23,850 $18,663 $134,263 $229,996 58.4% 

Pledge Income $17,535 $16,758 $73,215 $180,568 40.5% 

Total Expenses $29,682 $29,788 $121,946 $358,531 34.0% 

Net Surplus (Loss) ($5,832) ($11,126) $12,317 ($128,535) -9.6% 
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Lay Eucharistic Visitors: Restart 
ioners and demonstrate our commitment 

to healthy boundaries within our commu-

nity.  

Is God tugging on your heart to connect 

with others, to share Communion, to get 

to know parishioners you may have never 

met? Have you ever wondered what Lay 

Eucharistic Visitors do? This is your op-

portunity to learn more as we restart this 

enriching parish ministry.  

Visitation ministries are overseen by the 

rector and include sharing conversations 

with others participating in this ministry. 

Each trained Lay Eucharistic Visitor will 

make one monthly visit, or more if you 

desire. This is a special way of sharing 

God’s grace and deepening our connec-

tions one to another.  

I look forward to safely visiting and sup-

porting others in this grace-filled ministry. 

This is the perfect time to try something 

new, to expand how we connect and to 

build up our community of faith. How will 

you respond to God’s call? 

You may reach me at                                 

revalovejoy@gmail.com or 304.951.7122. 

May God continue to guide us as we navi-

gate our reopening plans. 

By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

The time is here to revisit our pastoral 

visitation and the taking of Communion 

to homebound parishioners (pun intend-

ed!).  

As part of the Reopening Task Force rec-

ommendations accepted by the vestry, we 

will also resume visits made by Lay Eu-

charistic Visitors. The transition toward 

full interactions will include short visits 

following the “2 out of 3 rule” (see below) 

and sharing Communion using Commun-

ion cups. 

We will be both expanding this ministry 

and bringing St. Mary’s into compliance 

with Safe Church guidelines. These extra 

steps help ensure the safety of our parish-

The 2 out of 3 Rule 

(Graphic: The New York Times) 

 

Outdoors + Distanced = No Mask Needed 

 

 

 

 

Outdoors + No Distance = Mask Needed 

 

 

 

 

Not Outdoors + Distanced = Mask Needed 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s will observe 

the “2 out of 3 rule” at 

all services and during 

home visits, in keeping 

with recommendations 

from our diocese, the 

Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut. 
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By Noreen Kirk 

For Ruth McElraevy, music and St. Mary’s 

go hand-in-hand. It was music that first 

drew Ruth to St. Mary’s in 1979, when her 

choir director at another church, Kenny 

Woods, became minister of music here. 

Ruth would go on to be a faithful commu-

nicant and choir member at St. Mary’s, 

and she and her family would give a musi-

cal gift to the church and the community 

that would span two decades. 

A Manchester Native 

Ruth’s parents arrived in Manchester in 

1942 and settled into a circa 1850 house 

on Porter Street. Her father, Jack, 

“renovated the house continually over the 

years, and I was his apprentice in the 

workshop,” Ruth says. That was fortunate, 

because she now lives in the antique 

house, which she inherited after her moth-

er, Jean, died in 2011. There’s always 

something to do. “Every day here is an 

episode of ‘This Old House,’” Ruth says.  

After graduating from Hartford College 

for Women, Ruth worked in finance for 12 

years. Her career took a different turn in 

1979, when the Rt. Rev. Arthur Walmsley, 

diocesan bishop of the Episcopal Diocese 

of Connecticut, hired her as his adminis-

trative assistant. She worked with him and 

then with his successor, Bishop Clarence 

Coleridge, for 20 years before leaving to 

accept a position with the Society for the 

Increase of the Ministry. SIM is an arm of 

the national Episcopal Church that pro-

vides scholarships to seminary students. 

“That was great fun,” Ruth says. “I knew 

how the Episcopal Church worked, and I 

knew the bishops, priests and seminaries. 

I loved interacting with the students and 

awarding the scholarships.”  

Ruth retired in 2013 and now jokingly 

says, “It was the smartest career move I 

ever made. I’m having a ball!” 

Love of Music 

Ruth’s favorite memories from her more 

A Life in Music 
than 40 years at St. Mary’s mostly involve 

choir and music. She speaks with admira-

tion of the many talented organists she 

sang with at St. Mary’s over the years, in-

cluding Kenny Woods, Robert Ashens, 

Dale Pfeiffer, Suzanne Gates and Deb 

Gemma. Fifteen to 18 members typically 

sang in St. Mary’s choir every Sunday for 

many years. The choir and St. Mary’s mu 

sic directors frequently collaborated with 

other musical groups. They joined with a 

singing group from Manchester Communi-

ty College to perform Charles Gounod’s St. 

Cecelia Mass. They often collaborated with 

choirs from Concordia and Emanuel Lu-

theran churches to provide music for spe-

cial services and occasions, such as Holy 

Week, Epiphany and Thanksgiving. “It’s 

those musical collaborations I miss the 

most,” Ruth says. 

In 1999, Ruth and her mother launched 

the Richard J. McElraevy Memorial Con-

cert Series at St. Mary’s. Ruth’s older 

brother, Richard, was severely develop-

mentally disabled, but he loved music. 

After his death in 1997, Ruth and Jean 

decided that a concert series would be a 

fitting way to honor his memory. “My 

mother insisted that the concerts be free 

and open to the public so everyone 

could enjoy the universal language of 

music that brings people together,” 

Ruth says.  

The twice-yearly concerts featured a 

host of highly respected musicians. 

Pianists, especially, liked to perform at 

St. Mary’s because of the church’s well-

maintained, 100-year-old Steinway 

piano. Audiences included St. Mary’s 

parishioners, of course, but an even 

greater number were music lovers from 

Manchester and surrounding commu-

nities. 

The series’ festive 20th anniversary con-

cert was held on Saturday, May 18, 

2019. It featured acclaimed pianist Paul 

Bisaccia and drew 120 people. No one 

could have known that, because of the 

pandemic, it would be the series’ final 

concert—at least for now. 

Knitting for Others 

Ruth’s other passion is knitting. After 

retiring, she got involved with St. 

Mary’s Creative, Caring Hands group. 

They’ve knitted many hundreds of 

scarves and hats to donate to the Sea-

men’s Church Institute, which distrib-

utes them to mariners. They knit baby 

blankets and hats for Manchester Me-

morial Hospital to give to newborns. 

When Rector Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

mentioned needing prayer shawls to 

take on pastoral visits, the group began 

knitting those. All items were blessed 

before being sent to their destination. 

Last winter, Ruth and the group placed 

more than 360 hand-knitted mittens, 

hats and scarves on the “compassion 

clothesline” in front of St. Mary’s park-

ing lot. The items were free for the tak-

ing by anyone needing to warm up. 

Staying Connected 

People find their own ways to get 

through trying times. When the pan- 

Continued on p. 5 

People’s History Project 

Ruth McElraevy 
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Friday Fun: Coffee on the Lawn 
You’re invited to drop by for an informal visit 

with Rev. Ann and members of St. Mary’s on 

Fridays from 1 to 2 pm on the lawn adjacent to 

 

 the parking lot. Bring a beverage and a chair 

and relax for awhile with some friendly folks. 

 

A Life in Music  (Continued from p. 4) 

demic forced St. Mary’s to close its build-

ing, Ruth continued to come to church 

every Sunday morning. She’d sit in her 

car in the parking lot and read through 

the service. Soon, Donna Indomenico 

joined her. They’d park side-by-side and 

take turns as leader and reader. In the 

summer, they read the service while seat-

ed on socially distanced folding chairs. 

When cold weather returned, they wor-

shipped in Donna’s breezeway and then 

in her living room. 

Ruth also stays connected through St. 

Mary’s monthly and weekly newsletters, 

through phone calls with fellow parish-

ioners and visits from Rev. Ann. 

Reflections on Change 

Ruth notes that she’s been part of St. 

Mary’s for more than half of her life. “I 

realize how much a part of my life it’s 

been and all the people I’ve known over 

the years—the comings and goings, 

births, deaths and memories. It’s what 

makes the church. And it’s what a lot of 

us miss,” she says. She realizes that 

changes in the church are part of what 

she sees as the circle of life. “Change is 

present from the day we’re born, and 

change often involves loss,” she says. 

She believes that there is always a rea-

son why things happen as they do, and 

we might not understand those reasons 

until much later. “Things happen, not in 

our time, but in God’s time,” Ruth says. 

“There are things you can’t control. It’s 

not easy, but we get through it.” 

And some beautiful music helps. 

A Favorite Quotation Reflects 

Ruth’s Philosophy 

“Be patient toward all that is unsolved 

in your heart and try to love the ques-

tions themselves like locked rooms and 

like books that are written in a foreign 

tongue.  Do not now seek the answers, 

which cannot be given you because you 

would not be able to live them.  And 

the point is, to live everything.  Live 

the questions now.  Perhaps you will 

then gradually, without noticing it, live 

along some distant day into the an-

swer.” 

— Rainer Maria Rilke  
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Parishioners Share Springtime Joys 

6 pm on Saturday. Those who regis-

tered will be notified by either email 

or phone. 

• If the outdoor service must be can-

celled, Holy Eucharist will be cele-

brated inside (with only the priest, 

liturgical ministers and lectors pre-

sent) and livestreamed. 

• The restroom near the church school 

corridor will be open during services. 

• We’ll observe the “2 out of 3” rule (see 

p. 3). 

A Note of Thanks 

The parishioners who served on the Reo-

pening Task Force dedicated many hours of 

research, discussion and thought to devel-

oping a plan that would allow us to gather 

as the body of Christ again while still 

keeping all parishioners as safe as possi-

ble. If you see them, please thank them for 

their work. Members are: Megan Sargent 

Dubois (chair), Sylvia Armogida, Randy 

Brown, Brenda Knickerbocker, Claudia 

Kuehl, Sue Loalbo, Susan Specht, Ralph 

Sullivan and Jessica Tomic. 

In-Person Worship (Continued from p. 1) 

Several weeks ago, in the weekly e-news, we asked members of St. Mary’s to share photos of things that were giving them joy this 

spring. Thanks to all those who responded! We’re happy to share your joy here. 

 

 

 

 

Betsy Ibsen writes: 

“My first trip since 

3/17/20 was to Long-

wood Gardens in 

Kenneth Square, PA, 

on 5/2/21. Spring 

flowers in full 

bloom. A joyous ex-

perience to celebrate 

being vaccinated and 

outside. Masks man-

datory but did not 

detract from na-

ture’s beauty.” 

Mary Covello writes: 

“Here’s what’s giving 

me joy. On Mother’s 

Day my daughter Elyse 

got to meet my new 

puppy Lola--love at first 

sight.” 

 

 

 

Mechelle Olór-

tegui says being 

at Shenipsit 

Lake gives her 

“peace and 

calm.” 

“I love being 

near water,” 

Mechelle writes. 

 

Sylvia and Rick 

Armogida say, 

“We adopted 

Rocky in Febru-

ary and he 

brings us lots of 

joy.”  
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Springtime Joys (Continued) 

Scilla growing in Andrea Burr’s 

garden has special meaning to her. 

The plant is a descendant of one 

Andrea’s grandmother grew. An-

drea and her uncle Allan, who also 

inherited the plant, call it “Becca’s 

scilla” in honor of her grandmoth-

er. 

Donna Indomenico writes: “To 

survive the pandemic months, I 

adopted Mazie, a 2 year old grey 

tabby cat.  She brings me great 

joy as she adjusts to her new life 

and plays with her toys.  For 

those of you who don’t have a 

cat, they are GREAT alarm 

clocks!” 

 

Karen Armogida quotes Hymn #416 to ac-

company her image: “For the beauty of the 

earth/For the beauty of the skies/ 

For the love which from our birth/over and 

around us lies/ Christ our God to thee we 

raise, /this our hymn of grateful praise.”  

Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

(pictured here with parish-

ioner Jessica Gustow and 

little Siena Mae) writes: 

“This spring we welcomed 

Siena Mae, our rescue pup-

py, hound mix. She has 

brought us so much joy es-

pecially as we said goodbye 

to Wiscasset Bay Schooner, 

our 17-year-old lab. Siena is 

joining me for Friday Coffee 

on the church lawn. She 

even made her first home 

visit!” 
Lanie Turner says these flowering hanging 

baskets outside her sliding doors “bring me 

pleasure every day.” 

Karen Fedorchak’s son, Philip, does the gardening 

at her house, and Karen loves to enjoy the beauty. 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church 
 

41 Park Street 

Manchester, CT 06040 
 

Ph. 860.649.4583 

Email: sandy@stmarysct.org 

www. stmarysct.org 
 

 

God cooks; we share the feast. 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

 

Please watch your weekly emails (or postal mailings) for 

information about worship.  

 

• June 6 and 13: Morning Prayer held at 10 am via Zoom and a 

recorded service premiers on YouTube beginning at 7:30 am. 

Communion To-Go is available in our parking lot Sundays 

from 8:45 am to 9:15. 

• Beginning June 20: Holy Eucharist, with Communion, on 

Church St. Lawn at 9 am. Service livestreamed on our 

YouTube channel. 

• On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 pm, Compline 

is held via Zoom. 

 

Save the Date! 

Knitting in Public Day           

Is June 12 

 
By Donna Indomenico 

 

The national event known as Knitting in Public Day will be celebrated at St. 

Mary’s on Saturday, June 12, on the Church Street lawn from 10 am to 1 pm, 

weather permitting.  

 

Come and join in the fun and share your knitting project.  Bring a chair and your 

lunch and enjoy the fellowship. Masks are optional, since we’re outside, BUT feel 

free to mask if it makes you comfortable.  Hope you can join us! 

Scouts Raise Money for Activities 

Scouts from St. Mary’s Troop 27 held a successful, drive-through can-and-bottle 

drive on Saturday, May 22. Funds will be used to finance Scout activities. 

 

Rev. Ann and her children, Azal-

ech and Muse, welcomed a puppy, 

Siena Mae, to their family this 

spring. 

 

Parish Register Updates 

Burials: 

Glenn Oliver Griswold, May 3 

Andrew Frank Taylor, May 18 

 

 


