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Moving Forward Update
Thank you for participating in
the recent vote on options for
St. Mary’s future. We appreciate your prayerful consideration of how best to guide the
future of St. Mary's faith community. We received 100 voting forms out of the 131
mailed. The results are:

•

Happenings
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Merge with St. John's
Episcopal, Vernon: 63
votes or 63%

•

Stay and Build at St.
Mary's: 32 votes or 32%

•

Invalid (no name on voting form): 5 votes or 5%

A clear majority favor pursuing a merger – a process that
will likely not be completed
until the fall of 2023. During
this time, St. Mary's will remain open and will continue
to be a presence in the Manchester community. While we
transition, all of us will be
asked to help when, where
and how we're able.
Self-Study: Who Are We?
On Tuesday, May 17, the vestry met with Bishop Laura
Ahrens and Transition Minis-

ter Amber Gehr to discuss
next steps as they relate to
calling a new priest-incharge and the ECCT merger process. With respect to
calling a new priest-incharge, the diocese requires
that we conduct a self-study
and collect information
from the parish about St.
Mary's greatest strengths,
biggest challenges and how
our new priest-in-charge
will help us live more fully
into God's mission. A parish meeting has been
scheduled for May 29 to
accomplish this, along with
the option to participate
through a link in our weekly e-news for those who are
unable to attend the parish
meeting.
The Merger Process
Bishop Laura described the
merger process as a
thoughtful, multi-step process that deeply involves
both parishes. It starts with
getting to know one another—our hopes for a combined faith community and
our cultures. To that end,
the vestry officers of both
churches and St. John's
priest-in-charge, the Rev.
Marc Eames, have met in-
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formally to identify ways in
which we can worship together and participate in
joint outreach and community activities. The process
also involves multiple parish meetings that will be
facilitated by Bishop Laura
and missional, property,
canonical and financial
assessments that will be
coordinated by the diocese.
Questions? Reach out!
We've just started this journey. As we learn more, look
for updates in our weekly enews, the monthly Happenings and special announcements. If you have any
questions, please contact
me; I want to hear from
you.
Faithfully and on behalf of
the vestry,
Joy Dorin
860-614-8183
joyeaux@cox.net

Financial Summary
April 2022 — Operating Statement
By Beth Bickley, Assistant Treasurer

OPERATING STATEMENT
Pledge Income

Previous
Month
March
17,455

Total Operating INCOME
Total EXPENSES

24,291
32,169

19,017
20,546

(7,878)

NET SURPLUS (LOSS)
(without transfer)
Transfer for Shortfall

Current
Month
April
14,310

72,615

YTD

2022

YTD % of

Full Year
175,130

Budget
41.5%

93,376
114,517

226,158
288,002

41.3%
40%

(1,529)

(21,141)

(61,844)

34%

4,150

21,150

2,000

OPERATING ACCOUNT

•

MONTHLY OPERATING INCOME of $19,017 down about $5,300 from the prior month, impacted mostly by the following:




•

Pledges – down about $3,145 vs prior month
Rental Income – down $2,200 due to only one month’s payment vs two payments in March
Organization Contributions – up $600 vs $0 in March

MONTHLY EXPENSES of $20,546 down about $11,600 from the prior month, impacted mostly by the following:









Diocesan Pledge – down about $2,900 due to late bill for April
Medical/Dental Insurance – down about $3,800 due to changes to Clergy Compensation in Letter of Agreement
Utilities – overall down about $800 due to CNG bill down about $900, Eversource bill down about $200 and Water and Sewer bill up
$300 vs prior month
Property/Casualty Insurance – down $2,350 due to late bill for April
B & G Service Contracts – down $1,300 from prior month due to no snow removal bill; but offset by expenses did include $2,100 for
required Hydro test of Church Office sprinkler system and $575 for repair of old church boiler
As a result: Month-end operating deficit was only ($1,529) however, next month there will be double expenses in the areas of Diocesan Pledge and Property/Casualty Insurance which will likely result in significantly higher expenses in May than in April.
On a year-to-date (year over year) basis (netting out all non-recurring transfers and PPP proceeds) the Year-to-Date Actual Deficit
was ($21,141)

NON-BUDGET/SPECIAL FUNDS ACCOUNT
• Receipts of note: Seasonal Sharing--$100, Altar Guild--$320, Misc.--$800. The latter was contributions for Parishioners’ Gift to Rev. Ann.

•

Disbursements of note: Memorial Garden Fund--$500 to clean benches and beveled markers, Bequest/Wills Undesignated--$4,000 transferred to Operating Budget to cover expenses, Altar Guild--$511 for Easter Flowers and gift for Jean Kelsey, Miscellaneous--$3,100 transfer of
parishioner’s pre-paid pledge to Operating Budget and $800 for Parishioners’ Gift for Rev. Ann.

NOTES

•
•

The 2022 operating budget – summarized in the table above – was approved by the Vestry and presented at the Annual Meeting.
Please keep in mind that the construction of the 2022 operating budget included the following assumptions:



On the income side:







$26,400 - $2,200 per month – in building use which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street but no
currently anticipated income from other organizations
No currently anticipated income from parish functions

On the expense side:
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$175,130 in pledge income

The third year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020, 90% in 2021 and
85% in 2022) for medical and dental premiums
Half time Priest in Charge

Happenings

Oh, Joy!
Parishioners Share Happy Spring Moments
Flower Power
Karen Fedorchak and Beth Bickley both say the gorgeous azaleas blooming in their gardens make them happy.
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***************************************************************************************************************************************

A Happy Homecoming
Dylan Mello writes of his and his family’s visit to St. Mary’s on Sunday, May 8: “After being away for a while, it was a joy to be back
with St. Mary’s folks and see all the friendly
faces. Carolyn (right) and Violette were so
delighted and had a blast playing with Maya
and Nora Tierinni!”
St. Mary’s is Dylan’s sponsoring parish during his education and discernment for ordination. He is currently in postulancy and is
enrolled in a program at Episcopal Divinity
School at Union. It is a pilot program focused
on “Social Justice in Anglicanism.” His role
at SW/NW Region Missionary with ECCT
takes him to various parishes on Sundays,
where he may preach or join one of the bishops on their visitation and meet with vestries. He has also been interning as a chaplain at South Kent School.

Photo: Dylan Mello
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More Joy on p. 4
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More Spring Joy
Precious Children

Jo-Ann Swanson celebrated her granddaughter Reagan’s 4th birthday.

Norah (L) and Maya Tierinni completed
their tap recital this weekend at Julie Lang
Studio of Dance in Manchester.

When parishioner Karen Armogida’s new
grandson, Luca Henry Hjalmeer, was baptized at St. Mary’s on May 1, three little girls
were invited to the altar for a closer look.
From left, they are Aya Luna Hjalmeer, Luca’s
cousin; Hailey Grace Ennis, a family friend;
and Luca’s big sister, Aria Ella Hjalmeer.
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Happenings

In the Community

Manchester High math teacher—
and St. Mary’s parishioner—
James Tierinni was recently honored with the Connecticut Education Association’s John McCormack Award for Teaching Excellence award. Photo: May 5, 2022,

St. Mary’s Boy Scout Troop 27 placed flags at veteran’s gravestones in the East Cemetery. The troop places about 1,000
flags. A total of 6,000 flags are placed in cemeteries in town
each year. Photo: Eileen Christensen

One Manchester newsletter.

Come Knit in Public June 11
By Ruth McElraevy

Last reminder for knitters! The Creative Caring Hands
group will celebrate the “18th International Knitting-inPublic Day” on Saturday, June 11, at 10 am. on the lawn
at St. Mary’s Church.

The enhancements to the entrance to
Center Springs Park at Main and Bigelow Streets features a new connecting walk, sitting area, signs and
landscaping, as well as tree art carving by Hunter Pedane. Photo: Philip
Fedorchak

Volume 14, Number 6

Bring your lawn chair, knitting project, coffee, a snack,
and a friend. And bring any yarn you don’t need to a
“mini-yarn-swap.” And maybe you’ll find some yarn that
you DO need !
Contact me (rmcelraevy@gmail.com ) with questions.
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Worship Schedule

St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church

Please watch your weekly emails (or postal mailings) for
information about worship.

•

9 am, Holy Eucharist in St. Mary’s sanctuary. Service
livestreamed on our YouTube channel.

•

7:30 pm, Compline (via Zoom) on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays.

41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Ph. 860.649.4583
Email: sandy@stmarysct.org
www. stmarysct.org
Nurtured by Christ, Serving
Our Neighbors.

Thanks from Rev. Ann
Dear St Mary’s community,
Thank you for the lovely send-off you gave me on Sunday, May
1, as I concluded five years of service as your rector. Setting
aside time for our well wishes and appreciations is an important part of any transition. It was also delightful to gather
with many of you, including Concordia friends, the week before
at Silk City Coffee.
I am grateful for your kind words and for acknowledging what
a uniquely challenging time we experienced. Being in a prolonged state of uncertainty and turmoil was undoubtedly more
difficult than we imagined. I am grateful that God walked
alongside us, reminding us of the truth: God is good, all the
time!
Thank you for your parting words of Godspeed and for your
many gifts. I used the monetary gift to have the last 40 feet of
fencing installed in my backyard. Thank you so much to everyone who contributed. A special thank you to the vestry for the
gorgeous hydrangea plant that arrived at my door.

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson at her leave-taking
celebration on May 1, with Sarah, Norah and Maya
Tierinni.

In gratitude for you, the people of St. Mary’s, my prayer is this:
May you know that you are in God's good hands, that the risen
Christ is among you, and the Spirit is stirring! May you have
open hearts as you move forward.

Parish Register Updates

For those wondering, I began my new position with Seabury
right away and I’m happily settling in to my new role as chaplain.

May 1 — Luca Henry Hjalmeer, son of Amanda and Matthew Hjalmeer

Thank you to God for teaching us to walk in the way of Love.
God bless you,
The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson

Baptism:

Burial:
Edith E. Dubiel, died May 5

