
Undie Sunday: March 4  

Because Dignity Begins with the Basics 
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Having clean, serviceable un-

derwear is something many of 

us are lucky enough to take for 

granted. But for adults and 

children who are economically 

challenged or homeless, even 

those basic garments can be 

difficult—if not impossible—to 

obtain. And that makes it hard 

to feel comfortable or warm or 

maintain a sense of  personal 

dignity. 

That’s why St. Mary’s has 

teamed up with Concordia Lu-

theran Church and Emanuel 

Lutheran Church to declare 

every first Sunday in March as 

Undie Sunday. This year, Undie 

Sunday is March 4. 

We are collecting new, pack-

aged underwear, socks, long-

johns, bras and plain t-shirts in 

all sizes for all ages and gen-

ders.  

Items donated to St. Mary’s will 

be delivered to Bennet Acade-

my’s Family Resource Center 

and to the Manchester Area 

Council of Churches (MACC 

Charities) for distribution 

through its community out-

reach programs.  

St. Mary’s organized an Undie 

Sunday several years ago, and 

parishioners responded enthu-

siastically. Our collaboration 

with our Lutheran brothers 

and sisters will help us make a 

positive difference in the lives 

of  even more of our brothers 

and sisters in the community. 

Please bring your donations to 

church on Undie Sunday, 

March 4. Collection baskets 

are located at the front of the 

church. 

Celtic Vespers: Peace Amid Turmoil 

On Sunday, March 11, at 7 

p.m., St. Mary’s will offer Celt-

ic Vespers, a nondenomina-

tional candlelight service fea-

turing prayers and music of 

the British Isles. This vesper 

service, steeped in tradition, 

invites one to enter into a 

place of quiet, prayer and 

reflection and provides an 

opportunity to light a candle 

in remembrance. The service 

will feature music by Wild 

Notes (Kasha Breau, harp; 

John Kalinowski, concertina 

and accordion; and Mickey 

Koth, fiddle, flute, recorder 

and whistle); Alex Nakhimov-

sky, Director of Music Minis-

tries at St. Mary’s; and St. 

Mary’s choir. 

We invite you and your family 

and friends to join us as we 

seek a sense of wholeness and 

peace in these turbulent times. 

A reception with light refresh-

ments will immediately follow 

the service.  
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By Sarah Tierinni 

St. Mary’s annual “Wall out Hunger” 

Campaign continues through Lent. We 

are collecting nonperishable food items, 

toiletries, personal hygiene products, 

cleaning supplies, paper goods, etc., to 

build an actual wall in the baptistery.  

This year we will be supporting both the 

MACC Food Pantry and Bennet’s Family 

Resource Center. We are hoping to collect 

Remember to Help “Wall out Hunger” in Lent 

During January, St. Mary’s Rite 13 Youth 

Group (Grades 6 to 8) conducted a 

“Warming Outreach Project.” The young 

people made cozy, no-sew fleece scarves 

and hung them on a clothesline in front of 

the church, along with an invitation to 

passersby to take one if they needed a 

enough personal care items (deodorants, 

shampoo, body wash, soap, feminine 

hygiene products) to give to both the 

pantry and to the 6th graders at Bennet. 

When discussing our church partnership 

with Brittany Hall, the FRC coordinator, 

she expressed a need for these specific 

items to be on hand at the school for the 

staff to hand out to the children, as they 

may not be aware of proper hygiene. All 

other nonperishable food items, paper 

products, cleaning products, diapers, etc., 

will be delivered to MACC on Palm Sun-

day after the 10 a.m. service to help sup-

port the more than 1,200 people who 

shop there monthly.  

Throughout Lent, please bring your do-

nations and place them on the wall. Help 

us to build an even larger wall this year to 

“wall out hunger” and support those fam-

ilies in need in our Manchester commu-

nity. 

Youth Group’s Scarves Help Warm Our Neighbors 

warm scarf. In all, more than two dozen 

colorful scarves were taken from the line. 

The project is a wonderful example of 

youth putting faith into action. 

Respected Women’s Advocate to Address ECW 
The Rev. Becca Stevens will be the speaker at 

the Episcopal Church Women’s Annual Meet-

ing scheduled for Thursday, May 3, at the 

Aqua Turf Club in Plantsville, Connecticut. 

Stevens is an Episcopal priest, author, speak-

er, social entrepreneur, and founder and pres-

ident of Thistle Farms, an organization that 

seeks to “heal, empower and employ women 

survivors of trafficking, prostitution, and addic-

tion.” 

Stevens has been featured in The New York 

Times, on ABC World News and NPR, and in 

2016 was named a CNN Hero and a White 

House “Champion of Change.”  

She will bring products that are made at the 

Thistle Farm by women who were freed from 

trafficking and needed job training in order 

to return to normal living.  

The registration form will appear in the April 

issue of “Happenings.” 
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“Burying the Alleluia” for Lent 

returns on Easter we give it no rest at all, 

repeating it again and again, in celebration 

of the Resurrection of Jesus! 

Our “burial” of the Alleluia “banner” at St. 

Mary’s Church did not take us to the snow-

covered Memorial Garden.  Rather at the 

conclusion of the liturgy, we sang our last 

Alleluias before Lent and then processed 

By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

On Sunday, Feb. 11, at our family liturgy, 

we “buried the Alleluia” in anticipation of 

Ash Wednesday and the silencing of the 

Alleluia until the Easter Vigil.   

The omission of Alleluia during Lent goes 

back to at least the fifth century.  The 

custom of bidding farewell, however, de-

veloped in the Middle Ages when faithful 

Christians would go to the parish ceme-

tery just before Lent began carrying an 

image bearing the word Alleluia and sing-

ing Alleluias with joy and gladness.  

There the image would be buried, a vivid 

reminder that during Lent we “fast” from 

this word which means, “Praise the 

Lord.” 

We need to remember that we are an 

Easter people!  The singing of the Alleluia 

and the waters of baptism serve as graced 

reminders of God’s redemptive purpose 

for our lives.  We bid a temporarily fare-

well to the Alleluia so that our “fast” cre-

ates a sense of anticipation and ever 

greater joy when the familiar word of 

praise returns.  We let it rest, as it were, 

during Lent so that when it reappears on 

Easter, we may hear it anew.  For once it 

the banner to the Resurrection Chapel, 

where it will have its resting place until it 

is unfurled and hung on Easter Sunday. 

Then on Ash Wednesday we began our 

journey into the Passion of Christ:  God’s 

profound unconditional love for us, and 

for the whole world. 

Episcopal Church Leaders Call for 

Reflection and Change 

In a Jan. 22 letter to the entire Episcopal 

Church, Presiding Bishop and Primate Mi-

chael B. Curry and President of the House of 

Deputies the Rev. Gay Clark Jennings called 

on the church to reflect on how it has han-

dled sexual harassment, exploitation and 

abuse and “how we can redouble our work to 

be communities of safety that stand against 

the spiritual and physical violence of sexual 

exploitation and abuse.” 

At right is an excerpt. To read the complete 

letter, visit www.episcopalchurch.org, click 

Life and Work of the Church, then Human 

Rights, then scroll to Letter to the Episcopal 

Church ... 

Church school children prepared the “Alleluia” banner, which was 

“buried” in Resurrection Chapel until Easter. 

Stop by for Coffee 

and Conversation 

Our rector, Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson, has informal 

“office hours” every Friday 

from 1 to 3 p.m. at Silk City 

Coffee, 763 Main St., Man-

chester.  Stop in for a chat 

with Ann and fellow pa-

rishioners! 
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Conversations take place on the third Tuesday 

of each month from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Talks are 

recorded for continued access and can be found 

on the province I website at https://

www.province1.org/exploring-diversity-

videos.  For more information, or to register for 

a program, check the Province I website at 

http://province1.org or contact Julie Lytle at 

Monthly Webinars on Multicultural Awareness 

executive.director@province1.org or 617-669-

8411 . 

 

Province I of the Episcopal Church, which in-

cludes all of New England, offers an online  

monthly series called “Exploring Multicultural 

Awareness and Nurturing Cultural Competency 

Web Conversations.”  The series is designed to 

raise awareness, provide resources, and offer 

hopeful approaches for talking across differ-

ence and celebrating diversity. 

“Safe Church” Training at St. Mary’s May 22 

St. Mary’s will host a Comprehensive Hybrid 

Safe Church training event on May 22, 2018, 

from 6 to 9 p.m. The training is designed for 

ordained and lay ministers who have not yet 

attended a safe church training in the Episco-

pal Church in Connecticut (ECCT). 

The Hybrid training consists of two online 

course modules followed by a live 2-1/2 hour 

training session. Both online modules 

must be completed prior to the live ses-

sion. The live session, on May 22, begins with 

a light supper at 6 p.m. followed by training 

from 6:30 to 9 p.m.  

When participants register for the training, 

they will receive information/procedures for 

completing the two online course modules. 

Training topics include: 

 Prevention, identification and response to 

elder abuse 

 Prevention, identification and response to 

sexual abuse of children and youth 

 The newly revised Diocesan Policy for the 

Protection of Children and Youth 

 Power and Boundaries in the ministerial 

relationship with adults 

 The Diocesan response to misconduct 

within a community of faith 

 Sexual Harassment 

 Guidelines for Ordained Ministry (many of 

which apply to lay ministry) 

 

To register, visit stmarysct.org. Click News/

Events, then Upcoming Events. Scroll down to 

Safe Church Training and use the link to go to 

the ECCT website, where you can complete 

registration. 

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY — Sunday, Feb. 4, was Boy Scout Sunday 

at St. Mary’s. Members of St. Mary’s Troop 27 led the proces-

sion, read the lessons, ushered and more.  Above, scouts gath-

ered to recite the Boy Scout Oath. (Some scouts were out of cam-

era range.) 

Are You a Caregiver? 

Carelines Welcomes You! 

St. Mary’s Carelines Caregiver Support Group gives those 

caring for ill or disabled family members the opportunity to 

meet and talk with others who are dealing with similar chal-

lenges. 

The group’s goal is to encourage one another and share help-

ful ideas, as well as provide a little respite time. Discussions 

are facilitated by St. Mary's Episcopal Church Parish Nurse, 

Lynne Kumnick.  The Carelines  Support Group meets the 

first Friday of every month at noon in the  Williams building 

Conference Room.  Group members bring their own lunches. 

Carelines  is open to new members. 

If you are interested in the group or know of someone who 

may be interested, please call Lynne Kumnick at 860-644-

0802, and she will provide you with more information.  
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Come for Contra Dancing on April 7! 
By Valerie Huestis 

St. Mary's will host a contra dance to benefit 

MACC Charities on Saturday, April 7, at 7 

p.m., and you are invited to join us for an 

evening of fun and fellowship. No dance 

experience is necessary! 

Contra dancing, a cousin of English country 

dance and American square dance, is a tra-

ditional American social dance that dates 

back to the 1700s. In contra dance, dancers 

form two lines with partners facing each 

other. Prompted by a caller, the dancers 

progress along the line until everyone has 

danced with one another.  The dances don’t 

require any fancy footwork and are fun and 

easy to learn. 

There will be a beginners’ workshop at 7 

p.m. before the start of the actual dance at 

7:30 p.m., and the caller will teach you all 

you need to know to get started. You can 

come alone or with your friends. Wear com-

fortable shoes and dress in layers.  If you are 

unable to dance, come for an evening of 

incredible music and entertainment. 

The music at contra dances is performed 

live and consists mainly of Irish, New Eng-

land and Quebecois jigs and reels. The mu-

sic for our dance will be performed by Wild 

Notes, and the dance will be called by Jim 

Gregory.  

General admission is $12, and light refresh-

ments will be available. All proceeds from 

the evening will benefit MACC Charities, 

which was founded in 1973 by 14 local 

churches (including St. Mary’s) in Manches-

ter and Bolton. MACC is the largest social 

service agency in the Manchester area, and 

its offerings include the community kitchen, 

community food pantry, Community 

Threads Thrift Shoppe, community outreach 

services, MACChefs training program and 

more. For more information about MACC 

Charities, visit their website at macc-ct.org.  

St. Mary’s Famous May Fair Needs Your Support 

By Sarah Tierinni and Valerie Huestis 

Spring hasn’t even arrived yet, but we are al-

ready preparing for St. Mary’s annual May Fair 

on Saturday, May 12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. We 

are now accepting donations of clean, gently 

used items (no damage or stains, in working 

condition, etc.) for the fair.  Donated items may 

be left on the table in the hallway leading to the 

Music Room. Please, no air conditioners, televi-

sions, computer monitors, large furniture, 

clothing, encyclopedias, car seats or larger 

appliances. This year the weekly pricing ses-

sions are scheduled for Monday mornings 

(excluding Holy Week) from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

Please join us as we price items under the di-

rection of Jane Perrin. No experience is need-

ed.  

May Fair is a parish-wide fundraising event 

and requires the time and effort of many volun-

teers. To ease the burden and allow more peo-

ple to help in this effort, we continue to re-

evaluate and re-imagine May Fair. This year 

we are again planning to have two Saturday 

morning collection, pick-up and pricing events 

(dates to be determined). The doors will be 

open to collect donations for the fair, and eve-

ryone is invited to come and help price items 

and enjoy some fellowship. Also, if you have 

items that you would like to donate but you 

can’t get them to the church, you can make 

arrangements to have your packed donation 

boxes picked up on those days by calling Va-

lerie at 860-645-8293.   

Most of the May Fair tag sale (aka White Ele-

phant) will be in indoors again this year re-

gardless of the weather. The main tag sale will 

be in Neill Hall, while toys, sporting goods, 

small furniture, etc., will be in Anderson Hall. 

On the prior Saturday (May 5), we will need 

your help at 9 a.m. to 1) set up the tables in 

Neill Hall for the tag sale, 2) remove the furni-

ture from the Guild Room and 3) clear out the 

Sunday School classrooms and set up tables 

and chairs for the luncheon. On the Sunday 

before the fair, we will also need your help after 

the 10 a.m. service to move items from the stor-

age rooms to Neill Hall. Boy Scout Troop 27 will 

set up the tables in Anderson Hall and unpack 

boxes on Thursday evening.   

Weather permitting, we will sell books, plants 

and grilled food outside. 

We need everyone’s help to make May Fair a 

success. The proceeds from the fair help pay St. 

Mary’s operating expenses (salaries, utilities, 

etc.). Please mark your calendar and plan to 

spend at least an hour or two helping at the fair. 

Watch the Sunday bulletins and the display in 

the Narthex for volunteer opportunities and 

donation needs. If you have any suggestions or 

questions, please contact co-chairs Valerie 

Huestis at (860) 645-8293 or Sarah Tierinni at 

(860) 922-5849. 

Special Coffee Hour for Margaret Dwyer 

Please join us for a special coffee hour on Sunday, March 4, after the 10 a.m. service to bid farewell to our 

beloved Margaret Dwyer. She is moving in early March to be near her son, David. A card will be available to 

sign during the coffee hour. 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

8:45  a.m. Adult Forum 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Christian Formation classes 

 

Tuesdays    

7 p.m. Evening Prayer  

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” 

at the 10 a.m. service. The youth of the church take a special 

part in the service, and the service is geared to children. 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentine’s Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, Prime Day, Back to 

School, Halloween,  

Black Friday, Cyber Monday, your birthday, the holidays… 

What about every day? Use AmazonSmile every day because every 

bit counts to help support the missions at St. Mary’s 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% 

of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 

OR  

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

We need your help to continue a longstanding St. Mary’s tradi-

tion that brings us together. 

Volunteers are needed to sign up to host coffee hour. Help us to 

continue this important tradition each week. The sign-up clip 

board is in Anderson Hall.   

Keep it simple and sign up with a partner.   

For a hike at Case Mountain, St. Mary’s Rector Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson (right) and her children Azalech and 

Muse, wore the colorful hats and scarves hand-knit by 

St. Mary’s parishioners to celebrate Ann’s installation.  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com

