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These are challenging times 

for churches, and St. Mary’s 

is no exception. Exploring 

innovative ways to keep the 

church financially sound 

and vibrant now and into 

the future is a top priority 

for St. Mary’s and its vestry. 

That’s why vestry recently 

created a Sustainability 

Team. 

The Sustainability Team was 

commissioned by the vestry 

as an ad hoc committee and 

operates at the direction of 

the vestry—acting as an ex-

tra set of arms, legs, eyes 

and ears—to explore ideas in 

the areas of deepening col-

laboration and partnerships, 

determining alternate uses 

of our buildings and identi-

fying new revenue sources. 

Once the Sustainability 

Team has been given an idea 

to pursue, its charge is to 

gather information and pre-

sent options to the vestry for 

a decision. 

“We are all feeling the 

weight of decisions that 

need to be made about the 

journey of St. Mary's—the 

legacy of St. Mary's,” says 

Senior Warden Mechelle 

Olortegui. “We understand 

the feelings of parishioners 

who have a long history with 

St. Mary’s. Yet now we must 

come together as a church 

and focus on what God is 

calling us to do so we can 

preserve that legacy. We 

have to think outside the 

box and see how we can do 

things differently if we are to  

sustain the church—in what-

ever form—for years to 

come.” 

In a statement announcing 

the new team, the vestry 

writes, “The formation of 

this team underscores how 

seriously the vestry is taking 

the financial sustainability 

of the parish. We believe the 

entire parish community is 

called to reimagine St. 

Mary’s for the present 

time. We believe adapting 

to our changing circum-

stances proactively is better 

than ignoring our challeng-

es.” 

Current members of the 

Sustainability Team are 

Beth Bickley, Randy 

Brown, Andrea Burr, Joy 

Dorin, Deacon Emeritus 

Karen Fedorchak and Rec-

tor Ann Lovejoy Johnson. 

“As the vestry and Sustain-

ability Team enter this time 

of re-imaging, we invite 

input, encouragement and 

prayers of support from the 

entire parish community,” 

says team member Joy 

Dorin. “Together, we will 

discover what God is call-

ing us to be now and as we 

move forward.”         

 

 

 

Sunday, March 3, 

is Undie Sunday! 

Dignity begins with basics! Remember to 

bring items such as socks, underwear, 

bras and undershirts for adults and chil-

dren. St. Mary’s will donate them to 

MACC Charities and the Family Resource 

Center at Bennet Academy. 
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Ruth McElraevy, left, and Sandy Reinke, members of St. 

Mary’s Creative Caring Hands craft group, with some of 

the items members have made for donation to Manchester 

Memorial Hospital and to people in need. 

The afghans, hats, scarves, mittens and other hand-made 

items were blessed after the Eucharist on Sunday, Feb. 3. 

In her blessing, Rector Anne Lovejoy Johnson noted that 

tangible items often serve as important symbols of God’s 

love for all. 

Hand-crafted Items Reflect God’s Love 

2019 “Wall out Hunger” Ministry to Benefit 

MACC and Bennet 

By Sarah Tierinni 

On Ash Wednesday, March 6, St. 

Mary’s will begin our annual “Wall out 

Hunger” Campaign. We will be collect-

ing nonperishable food items, toilet-

ries, personal hygiene products, clean-

ing supplies, paper goods, etc. to build 

an actual wall in the Baptistery for the 

entire Lenten season.  

This year we will be supporting both 

the MACC Food Pantry and Bennet’s 

Family Resource Center. We are hop-

ing to collect enough personal care 

items (deodorants, shampoo, body 

wash, soap, feminine hygiene prod-

ucts) to give to both the pantry and to 

the 5th and 6th graders at Bennet. 

These items will be located in the Fam-

ily Resource Center and handed out to 

parents, social workers and teachers as 

needed. All other nonperishable food 

items, paper products, cleaning 

products, diapers, etc., will be deliv-

ered to MACC on Palm Sunday after 

the 9 am service to help support the 

over 1,200 people who shop monthly.  

Throughout Lent, 

please bring your 

donations and 

place them on the 

wall. As you’ll see 

by the photo of 

last year’s wall, 

below, the people 

of St. Mary’s have 

given generously 

in the past. Please 

help us to build an 

even larger wall 

this year to “wall 

out hunger” and 

support those families in need in our 

Manchester community. 
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Crafting As Spiritual Practice: 

A Special Event on March 30 

soaking up the wisdom of God as manifest-

ed in each person and his or her crafts. 

Highlights of the day will include: tech-

nique stations where you can learn some-

thing new, a show and tell table, and a 

swap table (so bring your extra craft mate-

rials that are ready for a new home).  A 

gentle reminder: If you bring things for the 

swap table, you must take home whatever 

hasn't been scooped up by another crafter. 

Of course, if crafting in silence is what you 

like best, there will be plenty of space for 

that! 

If you knit, crochet, do needlepoint or any 

other portable handicraft, plan now to 

bring your projects and gather with other 

crafters at “Crafting As Spiritual Prac-

tice,” a special program being held at St. 

Mary’s on Saturday, March 30, from 9:30 

am to 2 pm. 

The event is organized by the Northeast 

Region of the Episcopal Church in Con-

necticut, or ECCT. There is no charge to 

attend, and all are welcome, whether 

church members or not. Everyone, from 

beginners to experts and those just think-

ing about taking up a craft, is welcome. 

Maggie Breen, Northeast Region Mission-

ary for ECCT, says the program will pro-

vide “time to craft and rest in the pres-

ence of God within community.” 

Attendees will spend time crafting and in 

prayer and practice, sharing stories and 

Bring your own lunch. St. Mary’s will 

provide coffee, tea, water and sweets. 

Come for an hour or come for the day! 

Bring a friend! Bring that pesky project 

that's been sitting around for weeks/

months/years and breathe new life into 

it!  

To register, go to https://

www.episcopalct.org/

Events/2019/03/30/ne-region-crafting-

as-spiritual-practice/. 

If you’re unable to register online, or if 

you have questions, simply contact 

Maggie Breen at 860.214.0085 or 

mbreen@episcopalct.org. She’ll be hap-

py to help. 

By Donna Indomenico 

We all know about Linus and his 

closely held security blanket. Linus’s 

blanket helped him get through his 

challenges. Our annual Linus Pro-

ject Day will be held in Anderson 

Hall on, Saturday, March 23, from 9 

am to 2 pm to put together colorful 

quilts to be donated to children going 

through  difficult illnesses or times in 

their lives. 

Remember, NO experience is needed. 

All supplies and equipment will be 

provided. We will cut, piece together 

Linus Project: Help Make Quilts for 

Children in Need 

and sew the colorful, simple quilts to 

be donated to Connecticut Children’s 

Medical Center. There is a task for 

YOU to do as we put together the 

quilts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us to share in the warm fellow-

ship on Linus Project Day making 

these quilts. Bring your lunch.  Yum-

my desserts, coffee, tea and drinks 

will be provided. Hope you can join 

us! 
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Renovations are proceeding quickly at St. Mary’s adjacent property. New tenants will move in soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

33 Park Street’s Shaping up! 

Register by April 15! 

ECW Annual Meeting Is May 2 

The 138th Annual Meeting of the Epis-

copal Church Women in Connecticut 

will be held on Thursday, May 2, at the 

Aqua Turf in Plantsville (Southington), 

CT. 

The event opens at 9 am. Celebration of 

Holy Eucharist will take place at 10 am, 

followed by a business meeting and the 

guest speaker at 11 am. Luncheon will 

be served at 12:30 pm. The event con-

cludes at 2 pm. 

The guest speaker for this year’s event is 

internationally known Christian speak-

er Sue Heimer. Heimer is an author, 

counselor, Bible teacher and founder of 

Leaving Your Legacy Ministries, a min-

istry to encourage and support women 

in every stage of life. (See more at 

www.sueheimer.com.) The theme of her 

talk is Leading Women to Love and Lean 

on God. 

 

Luncheon entree choices include pan 

seared salmon with whole grain mustard, 

honey and ginger glaze; chicken Floren-

tine over baby spinach with a lemon 

cream sauce; and pasta primavera (penne 

pasta and seasonal vegetables tossed in a 

light Alfredo sauce). Salad, potato, vegeta-

bles, dessert and beverages are also in-

cluded. 

Advance registration by April 15 is re-

quired. Tickets are $20 per person 

(nonrefundable). Mail your check, payable 

to “ECW in CT” to Debbie Boone, ECW 

Administrator, 631 Enfield Street, Enfield, 

CT 06082. Babysitting is available by res-

ervation. 
Sue Heimer 

Above, a view from the upstairs living room into the kitchen through  

a new cut-out.  At right, first-floor kitchen cabinets. (Photos courtesy of 

Joy Dorin) 
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Burying the Alleluia 

On Sunday, March 3, we will "Bury the 

Alleluia" before Lent begins. This liturgy 

will take place with the children during 

the 9 am service. Following the service, 

we will "burn the palms" outside. These 

will then become the ashes we will use 

for the Ash Wednesday service.  

Ash Wednesday 

March 6, 12 pm — Ashes with Eucharist 

at Emanuel Lutheran Church 

March 6, 7:30 pm, Ashes with Eucharist 

at Concordia Lutheran Church 

 

 

Memorial Flower               

Donations 

Flower memorials are a wonderful way to 

remember those who have passed away.  A 

monetary donation of any amount ($20 to 

start is a suggestion) will allow the altar 

guild flower arrangers to order cut flowers 

from the florist and arrange them in vases 

for services.  Please consider donating to 

the Altar Guild Memorial Flower Fund.   

Speak to Parish Administrator Sandy 

Braman or Altar Guild Leader Jean Kelsey 

(860.643.5718) for details. 

Thank you for enhancing the liturgy by 

providing fresh flowers for services.  

 

Lenten Observances 

Confirmation Group Experiences a “Church 
Without Walls” 

Members of the Northeast Region 

Confirmation Group are shown at 

Hartford’s Bushnell Park. The 

group, which includes young peo-

ple from St. Mary’s and several 

other parishes, visited the Church 

by the Pond, a church without 

walls that Christ Church Cathe-

dral holds every Saturday after-

noon at 2 p.m. Confirmands had 

assembled packets of personal 

care products, which they offered 

to people who attended the out-

door worship service. 

Lenten Wednesdays Wor-

ship 

March 13, 7 pm—Holden Evening Pray-

er, Emanuel Lutheran 

March 20, 7 pm—Stations of the Cross, 

St. Mary’s 

March 27, 7 pm—Holden Evening Pray-

er, Emanuel Lutheran 

April 3, 7 pm—Stations of the Cross, St. 

Mary’s 

April 10, 7 pm—Holden Evening Prayer, 

Emanuel Lutheran 

Lenten Evensong 

March 31, 4:30 pm—Emanuel Lutheran 
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St. Mary’s Scout Troop 27 participated 

in the annual Scout Sunday on Feb. 3 

at the 9 am service. 

Scouts led the procession into the 

church, and troop members excelled at 

giving the scripture readings. 

Troop 27 is more than 100 years old. 

Its members provide numerous ser-

vices to St. Mary’s throughout the 

year. 

It’s always a pleasure to welcome these 

admirable young people. 

Scout Sunday at St. Mary’s 

20th Anniversary! 

McElraevy Concert Is May 18 

Paul Bisaccia 

 

 

 

The 20th Anniversary of the Richard J. 

McElraevy Concert Series will be cele-

brated on Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 

7:30 pm at St. Mary’s. 

 

Our guest performer will be the na-

tionally acclaimed pianist Paul Bisac-

cia performing an All-Gershwin Pro-

gram on our Steinway Grand. 

 

The concert is free and open to the 

public, thanks to the longstanding 

support of the McElraevy family. 

 

Please join us for this gala celebration 

of this very special concert series, 

which has brought outstanding musi-

cians to St. Mary’s for so many years. 

 

Start  spreading the word and circle 

the date now on your calendar ! 

 

 

A Prayer for St. Mary’s 

Ever-present God, we thank 

you for the gift of your Holy 

Spirit as it moves and guides 

us here at St. Mary’s. We pray 

that you will reveal and help 

us to understand your mis-

sion. Inspire us in our love for 

each other and direct our ac-

tions as we move into rela-

tionships within our commu-

nity. In Jesus’s name, we 

pray. Amen. 
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Meet Your Vestry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mechelle Olortegui 

Senior Warden 

St. Mary’s vestry held its first meeting of 2019 on Feb. 19. The group includes four new members and 

eight returning members. If you have questions, comments, suggestions or compliments about St. 

Mary’s, feel free to speak to any vestry member! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Brown Tierinni 

Junior Warden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gene Marinelli 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Dorin 

Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eileen Christensen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo-Ann Swanson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Armogida 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry Perry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Perry 
Noreen Kirk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nate Carlson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jessica Tomic 

Clerk 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule  

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist (except on the fifth Sunday of any month, when we have 

a single, 9 am service)  

 

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music) 

Christian Formation classes following the 9 am service 

 

Tuesdays 

7 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Wednesdays  

10 am Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 9 a.m. 

service. The youth of the church take a special role in the service. 

In any month with a fifth Sunday, We have a single, combined service at 9 am. 

Shopping on Amazon? Use AmazonSmile! Every purchase 

helps support St. Mary’s missions. 

 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation do-

nates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR 

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olortegui for details 

860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Parish Register Updates 

 

Burials 

Nancy Taylor, February 19, 2019 

Hubert Duley, February 7, 2019   

Send Ideas/Information to “Happenings” 

Do you have information, photos or suggestions for articles to appear in St. Mary’s monthly newsletter, “Happenings”? If so, 

please contact Noreen Kirk at nskirk50@gmail.com or 860.742.8850. 

Please Note ... 

March 31 is the fifth Sun-

day of the month. In 

keeping with our worship 

plans, we’ll have a single, 

combined service at 9 am 

that day, followed by spe-

cial activities in Anderson 

Hall. Please plan to be there! 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

