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Ash Wednesday,  Feb. 26, 

marked the beginning of the 

liturgical season of Lent.  Lent 

will continue for 40 days, 

concluding with Good Fri-

day and Holy Saturday, 

followed by the joyous cele-

bration of Jesus’s resurrec-

tion on Easter Sunday. The 

centuries-old observance of 

Lent is traditionally a time 

of prayer, reflection and 

repentance.  

St. Mary’s, in collaboration 

with regional Episcopal 

churches, Concordia Lu-

theran and Emanuel Lu-

theran, is offering a range of 

activities to enhance spir-

itual growth during Lent. 

Walk the Way of the 

Cross 

Have you noticed the 14 

images on the walls of St. 

Mary’s sanctuary? Each 

image depicts an event from 

the Lord’s passion and 

death. Come be a pilgrim 

and follow the Way of the 

Cross, pausing at each im-

age for a short reading and 

prayer. Meditative and re-

flective, the service offers an 

opportunity to deepen our 

Lenten experience. 

Join us Tuesday evenings 

during Lent  (March 3, 10, 

17, 24, 31; April 7) at 7 pm 

here at St. Mary’s. 

 

Crafting as Spiritual 

Practice: A Lenten 

Day of Fellowship 

Join crafters from the North-

east Region of ECCT and be-

yond for a day of Lenten-

focused crafting and fellow-

ship on Saturday, March 14, at 

Faith Lutheran Church, 1120 

Silver Lane, East Hartford. 

 

The event starts at 9 am with 

registration and guided 

activities with special guest 

facilitator Hannah 

Anderson until noon, then 

lunch and fellowship until 

about 2 pm. Come for the 

whole day, or just a little 

while! Please bring your 

lunch and a friend! To regis-

ter, contact Maggie Breen at 

mbreen@episcopalct.org or 

203.639.3501, x154. Act 

now, because registration 

is limited to 40 people. 

Lenten Quiet Day 

Episcopal churches in 

ECCT’s Northeast Region 

will hold a Lenten Quiet 

Day on Saturday, March 

28, from 9 am to 1 pm at 

St. James’ Episcopal 

Church, 2584 Main St., 

Glastonbury. Lunch is 

included, as well as plenty 

of time for quiet reflection 

and to experience other 

ways of connecting with 

the Divine.  For more infor-

mation and the link to regis-

ter, please go here: https://

www.episcopalct.org/

Events/2020/03/28/ne-

region-lenten-quiet-day/ or 

contact the church office. 

Joint St. Mary’s/

Concordia Series 

Clergy at the two churches 

have planned a Wednesday 

evening Lenten series that 

will take place at Concordia.  

The series features a simple 

meal at 6 pm, followed 

(Continued on p. 5) 



Page 2 H ap p e n i ng s  

Financial Summary — January 2020 

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

Notes: 

The review of current month’s results to previous month’s results will begin with February ‘s summary.  
As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2020 operating budget includes the following 

items: 

On the income side:   

$225,000 in projected pledge income, a reduction from the 2019 actual   

$32,889 in miscellaneous income, the combination of the remainder of the Dick Trewhella one-time, unrestricted 
bequest and several previous one-time, unrestricted bequests  

$40,000 in building use, which includes a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street 

On the expense side:  

A reduction in salary expense due to reduced hours for the Parish Administrator and Sexton 
A reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums for medical and dental insurance 

  Current 
Month- 
January 

Year-to-
Date 
(1 month, 
8.3% of the 
year) 

2020 Budget Year-to-Date % 
of Budget 

Total Income $49,297 $49,297 $333,328 14.8% 

Total Ex-
penses 

$36,352 $36,352 $357,308 3.0% 

Net Gain 
(Loss) 

$12,945 $12,945 ($23,980) (54.0%) 

 

 

 

A statue of Jesus as a blanketed beggar returned to St. Mary’s 

memorial garden in February. The statue, titled “When I Was 

Hungry and Thirsty,” is a reproduction of a piece by renowned 

Canadian sculptor Timothy Schmalz. Deacon Don Burr of St. 

Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Wilton owns the statue and 

places it at various churches to remind viewers that to serve 

others is to serve Jesus. 
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Help Wall out 

Hunger  

St. Mary’s annual “Wall out Hunger” initia-

tive got underway on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 

26, and continues through Palm Sunday, 

April 5. 

We are seeking donations of nonperishable 

food items, household cleaning supplies, 

personal hygiene items, feminine hygiene 

products and paper products. We will build 

a large wall of these items in the baptistery 

for the entire Lenten season. On Palm Sun-

day, we’ll deliver the collected items to the 

MACC Food Pantry and to the Family Re-

source Center at our partner school, Bennet 

Fifth and Sixth Grade Academy.  

Please donate items to this important effort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the third year, St. Mary’s Youth conducted a Winter Warming project. The 

young people made scarves and raised funds to purchase mittens, gloves and hats. 

All items were hung on a line in front of the church parking lot with a sign inviting 

anyone who needed an item to take it. From Feb. 2 to 21, at least 75 items had been 

taken by our neighbors in need. 

GHIAA Team Works for Social Justice 
 

Last fall, members of St. Mary’s and Concordia formed a 

team (many members shown at left) to participate in the 

Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance. GHIAA, as it’s 

called, is made up of 36 religious institutions dedicated to 

working for social justice.  

The group has focused most recently on advocating for two 

pieces of legislation being considered by the Connecticut 

General Assembly. One, the Clean Slate bill, would automati-

cally expunge the records of those convicted of minor offens-

es. The other would end the practice of placing a lien on the 

income of anyone who received welfare benefits in the past.  

For more information about these bills, see the insert in this 

month’s “Happenings” or pick up a flier in the narthex. 

Youth Group Sponsors 

Winter Warming Project 
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A Legacy of Faith 

By Andrea Burr and Noreen Kirk 

Three young members of St. Mary’s, Jake, 

Avery and Natalie Mercier, can be seen at 

the 9 am service just about every Sunday – 

barring conflicts with their many outside 

activities. Jake, 16, and Avery, 13, often 

serve as acolytes, and Natalie is involved in 

Sunday school. While the young people may 

be familiar to you, you may not 

know that they are the fourth 

generation of their family to be 

faithful members of St. Mary’s. 

Their great-great grandmother 

was Minnie Wortley England. If 

her name rings a bell, it’s most 

likely because St. Mary’s offers 

the annual Minnie Wortley Eng-

land Scholarship to young pa-

rishioners planning to continue 

their education after high 

school. 

Minnie came to Manchester 

from Ireland in the early 1900s. 

Here, she met another new arri-

val from Ireland, Fred England. 

Minnie and Fred were married 

at St. Mary’s and went on to 

raise a family in a house on 

School Street. Every Sunday 

morning for decades, Minnie walked to ser-

vices at St. Mary’s. She walked, not because 

she didn’t have transportation, but because 

she wanted to walk to church. She kept up 

the practice in all seasons and weather, po-

litely declining offers of rides from other 

parishioners and family members. 

A Growing Family 

Minnie and Fred England’s children grew 

up attending St. Mary’s. Their daughter 

Dorothy was confirmed at St. Mary’s in Feb-

ruary 1939. So was a young man named 

Frederick Tedford. In 1942, Dorothy and 

Fred were married in St. Mary’s “old 

church” (now Resurrection Chapel) in a 

candlelight ceremony.  

Dorothy and Fred’s daughter Cheryl also 

grew up at St. Mary’s. Cheryl says her earli-

est memories of the church include “going 

to potluck suppers and church fairs and 

running around in the church basement.” 

She also recalls sitting with her grand-

mother, Minnie, during services. Cheryl’s 

confirmation class met in what is now 

Anderson Hall. She and her classmates 

were confirmed at St. Mary’s on May 2, 

1962. She and her church friends were 

active with the Young People’s Fellowship 

group. They went on hayrides, held dances 

and more. “The church was more of a cen-

ter of family social activities then,” Cheryl 

says. 

In 1970, Cheryl was married to Timothy 

Hoops at St. Mary’s by the Rev. George 

Nostrand. Cheryl and Tim moved to Bol-

ton while raising their two children, and 

Cheryl became active at St. George’s Epis-

copal Church. But, says Cheryl, “St. Mary’s 

was always my church, even when I was at 

St. George’s.” 

Generations Three and Four 

The family moved back to Manchester 

when their daughter Kimberly—mother of 

Jake, Avery and Natalie—was about 7 

years old. Kim attended confirmation clas-

ses in the Williams Building. By then it 

was 1990. There were about 10 children in 

her class. Kim was confirmed by then-

rector the Rev. Drew Smith, who would go 

on to be bishop of the Connecticut Dio-

cese. 

Kim married her high school sweetheart, 

Don Mercier, at St. Mary’s in January 2003. 

Their oldest child, Jake, was baptized here 

by the Rev. Don Hamer. Life got busy for the 

Merciers, and they didn’t attend church reg-

ularly until Jake was old enough to attend 

Sunday School. When they came back, Kim 

says, she felt welcome right away. “I remem-

ber people talking to me. I felt I was a mem-

ber before I was even a mem-

ber.” They’ve been coming ever 

since. “We all love coming 

here,” says Kim. “We’re all 

connected here, including Don. 

Even though he didn’t grow up 

here, he feels connected here.” 

Both Cheryl and Kim express 

sadness that there aren’t as 

many people—especially young 

people—involved in the 

church. “There are a lot of good 

things going on here; there just 

aren’t a lot of people coming,” 

Kim says. She’d like St. Mary’s 

to find a way to reach out to 

young families and children in 

the community. 

Kim says her three children enjoy 

coming to St. Mary’s and that 

being involved has been good for them. “It’s 

encouraged their belief system,” she says. 

“When they get into a situation at school, 

they have a good base of knowing what’s 

right and what’s wrong.” 

Surely, great-great grandmother Minnie 

Wortley England would be proud. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s People’s History Project 

Kimberly Hoops Mercier, left, and her mother, Cheryl Tedford 

Hoops,  are part of a multigenerational family tradition at St. 

Mary’s. 
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Take Part in the Linus Quilt Project 

(and Stay for the Boy Scout Supper) 

By Donna Indomenico 

Join us Saturday, March 28, from 9 am to 2 

pm for our Annual Linus Quilt Project in 

Anderson Hall as we work together to create 

colorful quilts for children undergoing treat-

ments for serious illnesses, or who are living 

through traumatic times in their lives. 

These warm, cuddly blankets provide love 

and a sense of security to those who receive 

them, much as Linus in the “Peanuts” comic 

strip needs his blanket to help him through 

his daily activities. 

In one day working together, we can finish 

over 60 quilts to be donated to Connecticut 

Children's Medical Center and other loca-

tions in Connecticut. 

NO SEWING experience necessary! 

Tasks are divided. Some participants pin 

quilts, measure materials, iron fabric, tie 

quilts or do other simple tasks to put the 

quilts together. So if you can tie knots, 

pin fabric, cut fabric, etc., you are ready 

to be part of this project. 

Please join us for the full day or part of 

the day. Bring your lunch and join in the 

fun and fellowship of the day. Beverages, 

snacks and desserts are provided. It is a 

day you will truly enjoy. Questions about 

the day? Contact Jane Perrin, project 

coordinator, at 860.614.7215. 

Bonus: Stay all day or return later for 

the Boy Scout Troop 27 annual Pasta 

Supper,  which is from 5 to 7 pm in Neill 

Hall.  Cost is $10, and it’s guaranteed 

to be delicious! 

Lenten Offerings (Continued from p. 1) 

at 7 pm by immersive prayer experiences. 

Dates and topics are: 

March 4, Centering Prayer 

March 11, Labyrinth Walk 

March 18, The Faces of Easter 

March 25, Holden Evening Prayer with Eucha-

rist for the Feast of the Annunciation 

April 1, Healing Prayers and Eucharist 

 

Sunday Programs at Concordia 

All are welcome to participate in Sunday 

Lenten programs at Concordia. Sundays 

from 11:15 am to 12:15 pm (after Concordia’s 

10 am Eucharist), there will be a simple 

meal followed by conversation on a variety 

of topics.  

March 1, Pastor Douglas Barclay:  

“Foundations of Faith-Based Community 

Organizing.” 

March 8, “GHIAA’s (Greater Hartford 

Interfaith Action Alliance’s) Campaign.” 

March 15, Rev. Dr. David Grafton: “An 

Overview of American Muslims: The Pew 

Research Studies.” 

March 22, Bishop James Hazelwood: 

“Jubilee 2020: Addressing Seminary 

Debt.” 

March 29, Kristine Bourret: “My Experi-

ence at the Border.” 

 

ECCT Regional Lenten Series 

All are welcome to join folks from St. 

Mark's, Storrs, and St. John's, Vernon, 

for a Lenten Series consisting of Soup 

and Bread Suppers with evening prayer 

and spiritual practices The series takes 

place from 6:30 to 8 pm on five Wednes-

days:  

March 4, St.  Mark's, Making Prayer 

Beads 

March 11, St. John's, Fasting 

March 18, St. Mark's, Sabbath Time 

March 25, St. John's, Using Technolo-

gy as a Spiritual Tool 

April 1, St. Mark's, Meditational 

Walking/Labyrinth 
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Treat Yourself to a Spiritual Spa 
By Andrea Burr 

Enjoy a daylong retreat on beautiful 

Enders Island in Mystic, CT, with wom-

en from St. Mary’s and Concordia as we 

learn simple ways to deepen our spiritual 

life and find Sabbath beyond Sunday. A 

day of fellowship, prayer, activities, and 

reflection also allows for free time to 

walk the grounds or be still and take in 

the beauty of the place.  

Date: May 30, 2020 

Place: Enders Island Retreat Center, 

Mystic, CT  (www.endersisland.org) 

Cost: $30 (includes lunch) 

Time: 9 am – 4 pm 

Transportation: Carpooling (leaving Con-

cordia at 7:50 a.m.) 

 

Limited space available. Reserve your 

space soon. Please email Andrea Burr: 

acburr2@cox.net 

Aerial view of Enders Island 

Photo credit: Gulino Photography 

Healing Prayer at St. Mary’s 
By Deacon Emeritus Karen Fedorchak 

One of Jesus’s main ministries was heal-

ing. He ministered to those who had 

physical illnesses or inner and spiritual 

sufferings. He helped individuals and 

groups. Jesus felt persons coming for 

healing could have their whole being 

more in balance by praying for healing 

of their body, mind and spirit. When you 

come for healing for yourself or others 

you may specify a need for healing. In 

our Book of Common Prayer under the 

Rite of Ministration To The Sick (pp 453

-461) you may pray regularly any of 

these prayers.      

Members of St. Mary's Healing Team 

have been educated about healing. They 

are devoted to a life of prayer and are 

committed and faithful servants of Jesus 

Christ. If you feel a call to join the Heal-

ing Team, please speak with the Rev. 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson.   

St. Mary's offers several options for 

Healing Prayer and anointing with holy 

oil. Team members will place their hand 

on your arm during the healing process.                                  

• On Wednesdays at 10 am in the 

Mary Chapel, healing prayer is of-

fered before Communion. 

• On the third Sunday of each month, 

after praying the Healing Litany and 

Confession during the service of 

Holy Eucharist, you may come for-

ward to either station for healing 

prayer. 

• Also on the third Sunday, a Minister 

of Healing will be stationed in the 

Mary Chapel and, if you prefer, you 

can come there during the distribu-

tion of Communion. 

 

If you prefer to have a personal visit with 

Rev. Ann for healing prayers and anoint-

ing or a private conversation you may 

schedule the visit with her.       
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Meet Your Vestry Members for 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mechelle Olortegui 

Senior Warden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Brown Tierinni 

Junior Warden 

Gene Marinelli 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joy Dorin 

Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jessica Tomic 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo-Ann Swanson 

Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Karen Armogida 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harry Perry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruce Perry Noreen Kirk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Bickley 
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We Honor a “Retiring” Acolyte 
On Sunday, Feb. 16, we gave special 

recognition and appreciation to parish-

ioner Lee Eaton, who has faithfully 

served as an acolyte at St. Mary’s for 18 

years. 

During that time, Lee has recruited, 

guided and supported countless young 

acolytes, many of whom are now adults. 

In accepting recognition from the Rev. 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson and the congrega-

tion, Lee said how much it meant to him 

to serve as an acolyte all these years, and 

he encouraged others to consider this 

rewarding ministry. 

Lee said he will continue to serve St. 

Mary’s in other capacities, but for now 

he’s looking forward to sitting in the pews 

with his wife, Nancy, during services. 

Following the 9 am service, parishioners 

gathered in Anderson Hall for a special 

coffee hour — and a special cake — in Lee’s 

honor. 

Many thanks, Lee Eaton! 

Boy Scout     

Sunday 

Feb. 16 was Scout Sunday 

at St. Mary’s. Approxi-

mately 40 Scouts from St. 

Mary’s Troop 27 attended 

the service. Scouts also 

served as ushers and lec-

tors. After the 9 am ser-

vice, they held their annual 

pancake breakfast, which 

drew a large crowd to Neill 

Hall. 

Rev. Ann leads the congregation in ap-

plauding Lee Eaton for his years of dedica-

tion to the acolyte ministry. Above, the 

cake! 
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Parish Life Committee Bids Farewell 

 

By Nancy Eaton 

This report will be the last report from the 

Parish Life Committee as we know it. 

Its end has come, as of November 2019, due to 

lack of attendance at many of its events and 

the loss of committee members. It began in 

2003 with a suggestion from Mother Beth to 

organize fun activities to bring the congrega-

tion of St Mary’s together for fellowship, with 

the originating committee members being 

Nancy and Lee Eaton, Randy and Sheila 

Brown, Dave and Jane Wolanin and Margaret 

Wright.  

Listed below are some of the activities that 

we’ve participated in over the years. 

2003-04: New York Trip, ice cream social, 

rotation bowling, Secret Pal and Secret Pal 

Discovery party,  

2004-05: Boston Trip 

2005-06: New York trip, Whale watch/Salem 

Massachusetts 

2006-2019: Spud night/ Yankee Swap and 

Pumpkin carving nights every year. 

The last remaining committee members wish 

to share what a pleasure it has been to offer 

opportunities to get to know one another on 

such fun occasions. 

Peace by Piece Quilters Marks 12 Years 
By Nancy Eaton 

This report celebrates our 12th year in exist-

ence thanks to the ladies who show up every 

month and the many donations that have 

helped to support us. While there has been 

some sadness in losing some of our members 

to illnesses, we have added a few new faces.  

Our meetings are now on Saturdays only and 

are attended by anywhere from 3 to 12 mem-

bers, and sometimes just a visitor strolling 

through. We welcome anyone to stop by to see 

what we do, and if you want to be put to work, 

we might find something for you to do. We 

continue to keep a Facebook page, Peaceby-

Piece Quilters, and will try to keep our blog 

more up-to-date: 

www.PeacebyPieceQuilters.blogspot.com. 

We have tried to keep track of all the quilts we 

have been able to offer to those going through 

life-changing circumstances/illnesses. Stay 

tuned for a total count ... coming soon. 

Last Sunday Before Lent 

On Feb. 23, we engaged in special activities to prepare for 

Lent. Below, Rev. Ann ignites last year’s palms to create the 

ashes for Ash Wednesday, which was Feb. 26. Church school 

children created and then buried a banner with Alleluia em-

blazoned on it to reflect the fact that the word, alleluia, is not 

used in the liturgy between Ash Wednesday and Easter. The 

activities took place at Concordia Lutheran Church, where 

the two congregations worshipped together for the special 

occasion. 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule  

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  Ma ry ’ s  
E pi sc o pa l  C h u rc h  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist (except on the fifth Sunday of any month, 

when we have one service only, at 9 am. March 29 is the fifth Sunday.) 

 

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music) 

Christian Formation classes follow the 9 am service 

 

Tuesdays 

7 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Wednesdays 

10 am Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

*An exception will be Sunday, March 29. Since it is the fifth Sunday of the 

month, we will come together for a single service, at 9 am, followed by a special 

gathering and refreshments in Anderson Hall. 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation do-

nates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR 

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olortegui for details 

860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Reminder: March 29 is 

the fifth Sunday of the 

month. 

We will have a single ser-

vice, at 9 am, followed by 

a special meeting and  

coffee hour. 

See you then! 

 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

