
Thanks for “Walling out 
Hunger” 
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St. Mary’s annual Lenten 

“Wall out Hunger” drive was 

a great success again this 

year.  Donations were dis-

tributed to MACC Charities 

and to the Bennet Academy 

Family Resource Center. 

Both organizations were 

grateful for the contribu-

tions. 

Family Resource Center 

Coordinator Brittany Hall 

wrote: “Thank you to the 

entire St. Mary's team for 

supporting so many Man-

chester students and fami-

lies by means of Bennet 

Academy.  In less than two 

years, your contributions 

and generosity have touched 

so many lives.  We are 

blessed to have you as part-

ners. “ 

 

As highlighted in last month’s 

“Happenings,” St. Mary’s, 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

and Emanuel Lutheran 

Church have teamed up on an 

initiative to raise awareness of 

racism and learn how to talk 

about it with one another.  

The “Three Churches, One 

Book” project kicks off with 

the 1966 documentary film, 

“A Time for Burning,” at Con-

cordia on Wednesday, April 

25, at 7 pm. 

It will be followed in May by 

discussions of the book, “So 

You Want to Talk about 

Race,” by Ijeoma Oluo. The 

daytime book study group 

(brown bag lunch) will meet 

Three Churches, One Book 
at Emanuel on May 10, 24 

and 31 from noon to 1:30 pm. 

The evening study group 

(coffee and dessert provided) 

will meet at St. Mary’s on May 

2, 9 and 16 from 7 to 8:30 

p.m. 

For information on obtaining 

a copy of the book, contact 

the church office. 

Above, left, the “wall” of donated food as it appeared on Palm Sunday, the last day of 

the drive. At right, parishioners delivering donations to MACC (Manchester Area Coun-

cil of Churches) Charities on Palm Sunday. 
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By Sarah Tierinni and Valerie Huestis 

St. Mary’s annual May Fair will be held on 

Saturday, May 12, from 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m. The May Fair is a parish-wide fund-

raising event and requires the time and 

effort of many volunteers. We are asking 

everyone to mark their calendars and note 

the following volunteer opportunities: 

 Saturday, May 5, at 9 a.m. - 1) set up 

the tables and shelving units in Neill 

Hall for the tag sale, 2) remove the 

upholstered furniture and wood tables 

from the Guild Room, and 3) clear out 

the Sunday School classrooms and set 

It’s May Fair Time! 
up tables and chairs for the luncheon. 

 Sunday, May 6, after the 10 a.m. ser-

vice - move boxes plus other miscella-

neous fair items from the storage 

rooms to Neill Hall.  

 Monday, May 7, through Friday, May 

11 - unpack the boxes in Neill Hall and 

organize the tag sale items. 

 Monday, May 7 through Friday, May 12 

– set up tables in the Guild Room for 

baked goods and crafts, set up the tent 

for the plant booth, prepare food for 

the luncheon, etc. Saturday, May 12, 

early a.m. – set up tables outside and 

move boxes of books, set up the grill 

area, move the plants and take-a-

chance items outside, etc. 

 Saturday May 12, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

– help at the various booths or food 

venues at the fair. For example, we 

need a second person to work the grill, 

a cashier for plants, helpers for jewelry 

and tag sale, etc. 

Please support this fundraising event by 

helping out. Questions? Contact co-chairs 

Valerie Huestis at (860) 645-8293 or Sarah 

Tierinni at (860) 922-5849.  

Holy Week and Easter  
St. Mary’s, Concordia Lutheran and Emanuel Lutheran churches collaborated to offer services throughout Holy Week 2018. 

Clockwise from top left: Maun-

dy Thursday washing of feet, 

combined choirs, Good Friday 

at St. Mary’s, the three church-

es’ clergy during the Way of the 

Cross, Easter at St. Mary’s. 
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From the Rector 

“Try on” a Change for Summer? 
whether we at St. Mary's are open to 

change or not. Did we mean it when we 

said during our search to call a new rector 

that we are ready for change and willing to 

"try on" new ideas? Are we flexible or not? 

Do we want to get to know each other or do 

we prefer to stay in our tight-knit group of 

church friends? What do we feel is best for 

the good of the community of St. Mary's? 

I'm sure you are wondering what the Ves-

try decided. And if you were not at church 

last Sunday, April 22nd, you missed my 

debut of this surprise. I shared about it 

when preaching. Why, you might wonder, 

would this be in the homily? Because 

sometimes when something takes us by 

surprise we feel in our gut that God had a 

Dear Saints of St. Mary's, 

Imagine my surprise when, during our 

April Vestry Meeting, I was checking in 

about the summer worship schedule and 

the conversation took an unexpected 

turn. Before I knew how it happened, we 

were deep into a conversation about wor-

shiping together for the summer, with 

one service, for July and August.  

Many topics were covered. We talked 

about how difficult it is to find all the 

worship assistants needed for two ser-

vices during the summer. We talked 

about practical matters, such as those 

who go for breakfast after church, those 

who are early risers and those who are 

not. What time might work best (8? 8:30? 

9?)? Do the folks at the 7:30 am service 

enjoy music?  

What surprised me most was the heartfelt 

urgency that we come together as one 

congregation. The question was posed 

hand in it— this was such a moment! 

Then we heard in the Gospel of John, the 

words of Jesus, "there will be one flock, 

one shepherd." 

The Vestry decided, after this long con-

versation, that we would bring the ques-

tion to the people. That's what I did on 

Sunday. I asked, how do you feel about 

worshiping together during the sum-

mer? Does this surprise you as a good 

idea for us for this summer? The Vestry 

asks you. I ask you. Please share with us 

how you feel about this idea. How would 

it work for you personally? Can you im-

agine "trying on" this change as a sum-

mer experiment, to see how God might 

stir among us? Would this experiment in 

unity be good for the whole of St. 

Mary's?  

May God, through the Risen One, con-

tinue to raise us to new life, surprise us 

with joy, and give us courage to try new 

ways of being together as God's people, 

Ann 
The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

 

To share your thoughts, contact Ann at 860-

649-4583 or revalovejoy@gmail.com or 

speak with any Vestry member. 

Stewardship Committee Seeks 

Ideas and Members 

By Mechelle Tovar OlOrtegui 

Stewardship is the heart of the church. 

St. Mary’s Stewardship 2018 program needs mem-

bers and ideas. 

We are looking for volunteers to join the 2018 Stew-

ardship Committee. 

Meetings would start later in the summer, but  

themes and ideas are needed now.  

If you have suggestions, ideas or questions about 

the commitment level for committee members, 

please reach out to me or any of the 2017 committee members: Laura Hart, Harry Per-

ry or Beth Bickley.   “Many hands make light work.” 

Stop by for Coffee 

and Conversation 

Our rector, Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson, has informal “office 

hours” every Friday from 1 to 

3 p.m. at Silk City Coffee, 763 

Main St., Manchester.  Stop 

in for a chat with Ann and 

fellow parishioners! 

“What surprised me most was the 

heartfelt urgency that we come 

together as one congregation.” 
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Please Support Mental Health in May 
By Deacon Emeritus Karen Fedorchak 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month, 

and it’s when the Connecticut Chapter of 

the National Alliance on Mental Illness 

(NAMI Connecticut) holds it annual fund-

raising walk. The walk will be held on 

Saturday, May 19, at Rentschler Field in 

East Hartford. Registration begins at 9 

a.m., and the race begins at 10 a.m. 

This year, St. Mary’s will have a “virtual 

team” for the walk. We’re inviting every-

one at St. Mary’s to donate to the NAMI 

Connecticut walk on Sunday, May 20. On 

that day, the loose offering in the collec-

tion plates and checks designated for the 

walk will be collected. You may donate up 

until June 13 by sending your check to the 

church office. Make your check payable to 

NAMI Connecticut Walk 2018 and write 

St. Mary’s Church Team/NAMI Manches-

ter on the advice line. 

The teams from NAMI Manchester re-

ceive 40 percent of monies given to the 

NAMI-Connecticut Walk. With that mon-

ey, we offer educational programs, schol-

arships to Manchester Community Col-

lege graduates going into caring-related 

programs, and social events for the men-

tally ill. 

Please join us in our efforts to fight the 

stigma too often associated with mental 

illness. And thanks for considering a do-

nation. 

Linus Project Comforts Children 
By Donna Indomenico 

I hope you have had a chance to view the 

colorful, creative Linus quilts hanging 

from the rafters in Anderson Hall. These 

quilts will provide warmth, comfort, and 

love to children suffering from debilitating 

illnesses and traumatic circumstances in 

their lives. Just as Linus in the “Peanuts" 

comic strip always carried his security 

blanket, these quilts will help children 

undergo difficult situations in their lives.    

Each year in late March, Linus coordina-

tor Jane Perrin organizes all her fabrics, 

batting, and sewing equipment for a quilt-

ing 'bee' of sorts. Women from St. Mary's 

and the Manchester area gather to create 

these colorful quilts. It is a day of warm 

fellowship with women matching fabrics, 

sewing quilts, and tying the quilts. Com-

pleted Linus quilts are donated to the 

Connecticut Children's Medical Center in 

Hartford, and sometimes to national dis-

aster areas.  One can easily imagine the 

joy a child feels when he/she receives a 

quilt!  Thanks, Jane, for another success-

ful Linus Project Day!   

Above, Linus Project Coor-

dinator Jane Perrin with 

one of the quilts. At right, 

Linus quilts on display in 

Anderson Hall. 
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Scenes from St. Mary’s 

On Easter, the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson presented Books of 

Common Prayer to three young people celebrating confirmation 

and their faith journeys. Pictured above, from left, are Ann, 

Grace Carlson, Anna Carlson, Eva Hart and Andrea Burr, who 

led the “Confirm, Not Conform” confirmation program. 

Parishioners of all ages pitched in to pack up Wall out 

Hunger donations on Palm Sunday. 

We visit St. Mary’s Parishioners who reside at the Arbors. From 

left are Violette,  Joyce (standing) Joan, Minna and Barbara. 

There’s no telling who’ll drop in to our rector’s 

“office hours” at Silk City Café on Friday afternoons 

between 1 and 3 p.m. On one particular Friday, two 

who came by were Donna Indomenico (left) and 

Karen Armogida. 

St. Mary’s held a contra dance on April 7 to raise 

funds for MACC Charities. 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

8:45  a.m. Adult Forum 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Christian Formation classes 

 

Tuesdays    

7 p.m. Evening Prayer  

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 10 a.m. 

service. The youth of the church take a special part in the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use AmazonSmile every day because every bit counts to help sup-

port the missions at St. Mary’s 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% 

of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 

OR  

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Instructions to set up St. Mary’s as your AmazonSmile charity are in 

the Narthex 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Parish Register Updates 

Baptism: 

Jacob Michael Raymond (son of Kristen and Michael Ray-

mond), April 8, 2018 

Burial: 

James S. Taylor, April 6, 2018 

In Memoriam 

Denise “Deni” Jacobson, wife of former St. Mary’s rector the Rev. Stephen Jacobson, died on March 23, 

2018, in Peabody, Massachusetts. The Jacobson family will celebrate Deni's life in a memorial service on 

July 28th at The Chapel of St. James the Fisherman, Wellfleet, Massachusetts. The family asks that do-

nations honoring Deni be made to the Fund for the Future at The Chapel of St. James, P.O. Box 1334, 

Wellfleet, MA 02667.  Steve Jacobson was St. Mary’s rector from 1974 to 1984. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

