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Sacred spaces at home, p. 8 

Members of St. Mary’s can’t 

gather in person as we prac-

tice the physical distancing 

critical to slowing the spread 

of the new coronavirus. But 

we can still connect with one 

another. 

New Ways of Worship-

ping 

On Easter Sunday, more 

than 100 members of St. 

Mary’s and Concordia Lu-

theran “attended” a service 

of Morning Prayer together 

through the Zoom videocon-

ferencing platform.  Others 

accessed the service of Holy 

Eucharist that was 

livestreamed Easter morn-

ing from the Washington 

National Cathedral. St. 

Mary’s continues to offer 

Holy Eucharist at 10 am on 

Sundays and Compline at 

7:30 pm on Wednesdays 

and Fridays, both via Zoom. 

ID information for Zoom 

sign-in will appear in each 

Thursday’s e-newsletter. 

E-newsletters Continue 

Working closely with Rector 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson, Sen-

ior Warden Mechelle Olór-

tegui and others, Junior 

Warden Sarah Tierinni has 

been publishing newsletters 

that are emailed to all pa-

rishioners who have provid-

ed email addresses. The e-

newsletters were sent twice 

each week for several weeks. 

They are now sent weekly, 

on Thursdays. The infor-

mation contained in the e-

newsletters is printed and 

sent by postal mail to pa-

rishioners who don’t have 

email. 

Phone Calls 

Every couple of weeks, ves-

try members call parishion-

ers just to say hello and see 

how folks are doing.  

Sharing Our Stories 

Human beings have always 

used stories to connect 

with one another. The peo-

ple of St. Mary’s are keep-

ing up that tradition by 

sharing stories and images 

from their homes. Many of 

these are featured in this 

issue of Happenings, and 

we’d like to have yours! 

How are you spending your 

time at home? What are 

you discovering? How are 

you dealing with this unu-

sual experience? Email 

your thoughts and pho-

tos to Noreen Kirk at 

nskirk50@gmail.com. 

 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church  is temporarily closed due to the coronavirus and COVID-

19, the illness it causes.  

Above, a screen shot of just some of the people who 

took part in the Easter Sunday service offered by St. 

Mary’s and Concordia via the Zoom app. 
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Financial Summary 

March 2020 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer

 
Income: 

• Income rebounded in March.  

• Pledges were up over $7,000 from February. A very big THANK YOU to all who are able to continue with their offerings. It’s so important 

and so appreciated. 

• Nearly $14,000 was transferred from the ECCT General Fund to Miscellaneous Income. These funds represent the sum of several unrestricted 

bequests that the vestry authorized to transfer to assist in meeting operating expenses.            

 

Expenses: 

• Expenses were basically the same in March as they were February.  

• March was another two-pay-period month, as was February. 

• There was an increase in service contract expenses because of snow removal; this was mainly offset by a decrease in buildings and ground ex-

penses.    

 

Net-Surplus/Loss: 

• Year-to-date there is a surplus of $11,579.  

Notes: 

• The church has applied to the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Program for a forgivable loan that will provide funds to cover salary and salary-

related expenses due to a projected loss of income from COVID-19.     

• Please continue, as you are able, to send in offerings to the church office. They will be counted and deposited weekly to keep our operations 

going and maintain our financial commitments. You may mail envelopes to the office or drop them in the secure mailbox on the porch outside 

the office. 

• As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the 2020 operating budget includes the following items:  

On the income side:   

$225,000 in projected pledge income  

$32,889 in miscellaneous income, the combination of the remainder of the Dick Truwhella one-time and unrestricted bequest, and 

several other previous one-time and unrestricted bequests  

$40,000 in building use, which includes a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street  

On the expense side:  

A reduction in salary expenses due to reduced hours for the Parish Administrator and Sexton  

A reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums for medical and dental insurance 

  Previous 
Month-
February 

Current 
Month- 
March 

Year-to-Date 
(3 mo., 25% of 
the year) 

2020 Budget Year-to-Date % of 
Budget 

Total Income $18,592 $36,783 $104,672 $333,328 31.4% 

Total Ex-
penses 

$28,663 $28,079 $93,094 $357,308 26.1% 

Net Surplus 
(Loss) 

($10,071) $8,704 $11,579 ($23,980) (48.3%) 
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A Holy Saturday Pilgrimage 
By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

On Holy Saturday I went on an unplanned 

pilgrimage. The idea germinated the day be-

fore, on Good Friday, as we were planting the 

lilies in the gardens at St. Mary's. These were 

the lilies that were to adorn the altar on Easter 

Day and be delivered to many of our home-

bound parishioners. Due to our Stay Home 

order, we would not be gathering in person 

and felt it unsafe to deliver the plants. But I 

still wanted to visit these parishioners. Andrea 

Burr said she would join me, and so did 

Mechelle Olórtegui, on this holy journey. 

On Saturday, we went in pairs to visit the nurs-

ing homes and other senior residences that are 

home to our parishioners. We covered over 30 

miles on our local journey to nine locations: 

Salmon Brook Rehab (Glastonbury), Manches-

ter Manor, The Arbors, Touchpoints, and in 

South Windsor: The Villages, The Residence, 

Brookdale, and then back to Manchester to 

White Oaks, and Crestfield. It was an experi-

ence that became a pilgrimage, an intentional 

journey, traveling to holy sites to pray. 

It was a cold day and quite windy as we stood 

outside to pray at each location. We prayed a 

portion of the liturgy of the day for Holy Satur-

day (BCP, page 283). In the prayer for the day, 

"...as the crucified body of your Son was laid in 

the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so 

we may await with him the coming of the third 

day, and rise with him to newness of life ..." 

And from Psalm 31, “Make your face to shine 

upon your servant, and in your loving-kindness 

save me.” I found myself in the “thin place” 

where earth and heaven are joined, where we 

are both waiting with Christ and already rising 

with him.  

We prayed for all who live and work at 

these residences, for their health and 

safety. Many of these residents are in 

their own time of waiting with God, for 

God's healing grace, waiting to be strong 

again. Others are residences where re-

strictions due to the coronavirus have 

them waiting for a return to “normal” and 

relief from isolation. It was a deeply holy 

place of waiting that we entered as we 

made this pilgrimage of prayer while rid-

ing in our own cars and maintaining so-

cial distance. 

There were 14 parishioners living in these 

nine residences that we “visited “and 

where we prayed. At one, a staff member 

assisted us to get to the outside window of 

Betty Wollett's room. We then called Bet-

ty and her daughter Laura and we, the 

four of us, prayed together. They were 

both delighted to have this surprise visit, 

to be remembered, and to pray together. 

This was our first stop, and we began 

documenting our experience with my 

poorly taken, wind-blown selfies. Another 

surprise was calling Gweneth Clement, to 

pray with her for her mother, Ruth, where 

we stood outside. We carried “thank you” 

hearts that Andrea had made and spoke 

to many staff members and thanked them 

for their essential service. We called Joan 

Sheffield to say hello. We prayed below 

Woody Lopes’s window. Then we sur-

prised their respective daughters, Gail 

and Deb, when I texted them photos. We 

called my mother, Lois Johnson, at the 

Arbors and prayed together.  

What amazed me most was how quickly 

this spontaneous, fun idea became a holy 

pilgrimage of prayer and waiting with oth-

ers in this time of profound waiting for this 

coronavirus to pass and for us to resume 

our lives as we have known them. And 

within this “thin place” of waiting is this 

profound sense that the hope of the resur-

rection, which we celebrated on Easter 

Day, is going to bring us into new life that 

we have not yet discovered. We will emerge 

from this time transformed by God.  

On Easter morning, dear Ruth Clement 

died and passed into the eternal life with 

her savior Jesus Christ. The gift of visiting 

her in what was a deeper waiting than we 

had known, was a blessing to us. “My times 

are in your hand,” we prayed with the 

Psalmist. Indeed they are, and we are held 

in the almighty arms of Love. This is the 

love that we welcome anew as we proclaim, 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! The Lord is Risen 

Indeed! 

 

 

In photos, Ann Lovejoy Johnson, 

Mechelle Olórtegui and Andrea Burr 

during visits on Holy Saturday. 

Reflection: Holy Saturday 

Pilgrimage 

By Andrea Burr 

I sensed a holy longing, the palpable pain 

and joy expressed in a daughter’s voice as 

she felt connected to her mother—the 

separation and distance diminished for a 

moment—through prayer over the phone. 

It was a witness to the grace of God trans-

forming an act we take for granted during 

the normal days of our life—a simple 

phone call to a loved one—into sacred 

time, cherished and unforgettable. 

As we prayed on the lawn outside Man-

chester Manor, I noticed a window slightly 

open on the West Wing. Looking out 

through the pulled-back curtain was a 

masked caregiver, a wave and then a 

thumbs up. No doubt the prayers were 

traveling through that thin opening. 
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Concordia Pastor Relocating to West Coast 
The Rev. Douglas Barclay, who has 

served as pastor at Concordia Lutheran 

Church for nearly five years, recently 

announced that he has accepted a call to 

serve as pastor at Trinity Lutheran 

Church in Manhattan Beach, California. 

Pastor Barclay shared his news in an 

April 22 letter to St. Mary’s. 

“Know that I have a deep love and affec-

tion for all of you at St. Mary’s,” Pastor 

Barclay wrote. He went on to commend 

the long history of collaboration between 

the two churches and the many opportu-

nities for joint worship, fellowship and 

community outreach. 

“… My prayer is with you in this difficult 

time of pandemic,” Barclay added. “God’s 

nature is to bring abundant life out of the 

most troubling times. Our faith is that 

God is good to God’s promises to always 

accompany our lives with love and grace.” 

With travel restricted due to the pandem-

ic, Douglas does not expect to relocate 

until later in the summer. 

How to Request Prayers 
If you would like to place a name on St. 

Mary’s prayer list, first ensure that the person 

you wish to name is comfortable having their 

name used. 

Then, call or email Ann Lovejoy Johnson with 

the person’s name. Ann will update the list 

weekly and share it by including a link in the 

weekly e-newsletter, which goes out on 

Thursdays.  

Ann will share prayer requests with the Pray-

er Team as she receives them. 

Would you like to be part of the Prayer Team 

ministry? Please contact Ann at 

860.649.4583 or revalovejoy@gmail.com. 

Stimulus Check? Here’s Some-

thing to Consider. 

Many of us have received a stimulus check 

from the federal government or will in the 

coming weeks. We have already had pa-

rishioners share a portion or "tithe" of 

their checks, and we thank them. If you 

are in a position to give, please consider 

making an extra gift to St. Mary's. 

You might also consider gifting a portion 

to Episcopal Relief and Development, 

MACC Charities or the Rector's Discre-

tionary Fund. You may also have a prac-

tice of giving to a particular charity. Thank 

you for considering this.  

— Junior Warden Sarah Tierinni 

Drive-Through Food Drive 

Held at St. Mary’s 

On Saturday, April 24, St. Mary’s held a drive-through food 

drive to replenish MACC Charities’ supplies. MACC is seeing 

increased demand for food and other necessities due to the 

economic upheaval caused by the pandemic. 

Volunteers from St. Mary’s and Concordia Lutheran Church  

(masked, gloved and physically distanced) braved the rain to 

collect donations. In one hour, 67 cars came through St. 

Mary’s parking lot with donations. Donors were from St. 

Mary’s, Concordia and the community. Before noon, volun-

teers had delivered all donations to MACC, filling its base-

ment with much-needed supplies. 

Volunteers were Beth Bickley, Joy Dorin, Ann Lovejoy John-

son, Sarah Tierinni, Jessica Tomic, Carol Stoneman and Phil 

Stoneman.  
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Stories from Home  
 

Sharron writes that one of the 

things she’s doing while at home is 

coloring in an adult coloring book 

her daughter sent to her. 

“I am doing this in the evening,” 

Sharron says. “I find it relaxing, 

and it helps to take my mind off 

what is going on in the outside 

world. The book is called The Word 

in Color, and it includes biblical 

inspiration, soothing reflection and 

creative expressions of faith which 

remind me of my faith in God 

which inspires me and helps me get 

through this stressful time.” 

 

“I made 10 coasters for a friend,” says Lanie. “I also made and put up Easter decorations and thank you notes for all the 

workers. The heart is for all workers nurses, delivery people, grocery workers, etc. People have been putting hearts on 

their doors and windows all over the USA to thank them.” 

 

 

Sharron Ring 

Lanie Turner 

Watch for more stories from home in the 

June issue of “Happenings.” 
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More Stories from Home  

Mary Covello 

Finding the Way of Love through 

Crisis and Isolation 

Mary is an anesthesiologist who works at 

a major medical center. Toward the end 

of March, with all elective procedures 

cancelled because of COVID-19 and the 

need for anesthesiology services dimin-

ished, Mary began an unpaid furlough. 

“Suddenly I found myself in a situation 

I’ve never been in before,” Mary writes. 

“No work, no church, no ministries to 

attend to, no socializing, no gym, and yes, 

a little guilt about leaving my colleagues 

on the front lines.” 

She turned to the practices that comprise 

The Way of Love, a spiritual discipline 

she has embraced and shared with others.  

“Oh thank you Way of Love for giving me 

a framework to hang my day on! I contin-

ued to start the morning with meditation 

and a gratitude practice; I added a daily 

walk in my neighborhood and listening to 

daily Morning Prayer on a Podcast dur-

ing my walk. My afternoon centering 

prayer sessions became more regular. I 

started setting an alarm on my phone to 

summon me to my ‘prayer chair’ from my 

work in the garden and the kitchen.  

“I learned to bake bread. I started a vege-

table garden from seeds. I pulled out my 

sewing machine from the closet and dust-

ed it off. I had to go online to figure out 

how to thread it—it’s been so long since I 

used it.  I started making masks, for fami-

ly, my friends, and myself.  I finished a 

prayer shawl that I had started in No-

vember. Using appropriate social dis-

tancing, it was delivered to the dear 

friend I was making it for.  All of this ac-

tivity was punctuated by my routine of 

prayer.  

“I started to learn to use technology to 

connect with my friends. Evidence of the 

Resurrection music ministry (a group 

that performs Christian music in prisons) 

became a weekly Zoom prayer session. 

My Book Club now uses Zoom, and we 

can connect with members who have 

moved far away. Yes, Zoom church ser-

vices take a little getting used to, but I am 

very thankful to be able to connect in this 

way.” 

Mary expects to return to work sometime 

in May. She knows things will be differ-

ent, but, she says, “I’ll continue to pray.”   

Beth Bickley 

Forward … Day by Day 

I believe there is a “hand” in some of the 

things that happen to me that I don’t rec-

ognize at the time.  This is a story about 

one of those.  

Toward the end of January, my good 

friend Peg McCoan reminded me that I 

needed to pick up a large-print Forward 

Day by Day booklet for a mutual friend of 

ours whom I visit. So I stopped by the 

office to pick that up and suddenly felt a 

nudge to pick up one of the smaller book-

lets for myself. Over the years, I’ve occa-

sionally picked up one of those booklets of 

scripture readings and reflections for a 

three-month period, but until then I was 

never able to develop a habit of faithfully 

reading it daily.   

On Feb. 1, before I was even thinking 

about the coming of Lent or the onset of a 

pandemic, I began a daily habit of reading 

the booklet’s reflection and the scriptures 

for the day.  I was “hooked” from the be-

ginning by the Old Testament readings 

from Genesis because they were about 

Joseph. The History of Joseph was a 

book from my Grandma Shuffle’s youth 

that she read to me often when I was 

young. Reading the Old Testament story 

of Joseph brought back a flood of happy 

memories to me. But Grandma’s story 

was the abbreviated version and over the 

coming days I got to read in great, com-

pelling detail the story of Joseph, his 

brothers, his father and the Pharaoh. But 

it wasn’t just the Old Testament readings; 

it was also the Psalms, the New Testa-

ment and Gospel readings that I was anx-

ious to read each morning.   

By the time Ash Wednesday came near 

the end of February, I was excited about 

continuing these daily readings as my 

Lenten discipline, even though it didn’t 

feel like a discipline. I didn’t miss a day in 

Lent, and once our social isolation began, 

the readings also became the assurance I 

needed to know that God is with me and 

with all of us always. The Holy Week Gos-

pel readings were difficult and heart-

breaking, the Easter readings were won-

derful and the readings since as Jesus 

has appeared on the road to Emmaus 

and to the Disciples many times are reas-

suring, comforting and inspiring. 

This booklet has helped me to move for-

ward with hope and expectation each 

day, especially through the long Lenten 

season and now the pandemic. I’m very 

grateful for that mysterious “nudge” I 

received in January. I’m picking up the 

May-June-July Forward Day by Day 

today. 
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provement centers, postal workers, men-

tal health clinicians, veterinary practices, 

friends, families and strangers. PBPQ 

masks are in multiple states, including 

Connecticut, Virginia, Texas, Florida, 

New York and Massachusetts. 

These have all been DONATED. FREE. 

While the toughest hurdle is finding elas-

tic (quilters always have lots of fabric), 

we've figured out that girls’ thin head-

bands or even shoe laces could be substi-

tuted (thank you dollar stores). "Yankee 

ingenuity"? This is where we know God 

steps in. 

I also MUST thank over 60 individuals 

who have offered donations of money, 

elastic, hand sanitizer, (yes, even toilet 

paper!), spools of thread, tea, muffins, 

sharpies, zip-lock bags, gift card to a meal 

(God stepped in. After all, we’re sewing!), 

use of and a purchase of an iron (God 

stepped in) since one died, tuna fish 

(Don’t ask. God stepped in.), furnace fil-

ters, cookies, donuts, candy, plants and 

many grateful hearts of those who benefit 

and my grateful heart for these ladies 

who are invaluable to me and the causes 

we give our gifts to.  

I'm not sure how long this virus will con-

tinue to ravage our world, but I know I 

can count on these ladies to step up to the 

James Tierinni 

Schools are all closed, but there’s still teaching to be done. Pa-

rishioner Sarah Tierinni took this photo of her husband, James, 

one recent afternoon. James, a math teacher at Manchester 

High School, was on his way back from the corner mailbox 

when he ran into a student of his (not pictured) whom he knew 

was struggling with algebra. Ever the teacher, James grabbed 

his daughters’ sidewalk chalk and began a tutoring session right 

there and then, sketching out equations on the concrete. 

Peace by Piece Quilters 

By Nancy Eaton 

Because we've not been able to meet to 

work on quilts due to the pandemic, I was 

contacted by a member of St. Peter's Epis-

copal church, Karen Kubica, who asked if I 

thought we could make cloth face masks 

for staff at the medical facility where her 

daughter works. I sent an email to the 

PBPQ ladies, mentioning this idea, which 

took off like a bullet! 

Members (and nonmembers) started 

working on masks mid-March and as of 

April 16, we have made and donated 1,026 

masks! 

These PBPQ quilters are Nancy Eaton, 

Kathy Siddons, Jane Perrin, Donna Indo-

menico, Maria Michele, Marcia Horan, 

Brenda Knickerbocker, and Dee Lotz in 

addition to Shirley Zeidler and Karen Ku-

bica from St. Peters. They are from Man-

chester, South Windsor, Glastonbury and 

Tolland. 

Our masks have been donated to people 

and organizations across Connecticut. 

They’ve gone to nursing homes, medical 

practices, more than 80 group homes, 

home health care nurses, clergy, several 

hospitals, workers at “essential business-

es” such as pharmacies and home im-

More Stories from Home  

plate and be there for whatever is needed! 

I am truly blessed. Thank you everyone! 

God stepped in... 

Above, a few of the more than 1,000 

face masks made and donated by 

Peace by Piece Quilters since March. 



Worship Schedule  
 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  Ma ry ’ s  
E pi sc o pa l  C h u rc h  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

 

 

 

 

While St. Mary’s is closed, please watch your weekly 

emails (or postal mailings) for information about 

worship through the Zoom videoconferencing app. 

 

Worship opportunities are also available through the 

website of the Washington National Cathedral, 

cathedral.org. The Cathedral livestreams its service 

of Holy Eucharist every Sunday at 11:15 am. 

 

Parish Register Up-

dates 

Deceased: 

Evelyn Kuczynski (died April 8, 2020) 

Ruth Clement (died April 12, 2020) 

What to do when church is closed? Create a sacred space at home! Thanks to all the 

parishioners who sent photos of their home altars. Here are just a few. 


