
Members Gather for 
Options Update 
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Next Zoom “Listening Ses-

sion” is May 23, 11 am to 

noon.  Please join us! 
(See p. 7) 

By Noreen Kirk 

What new model is God call-

ing us to adopt that will ena-

ble St. Mary’s to continue to 

do God’s work as a faith com-

munity? That’s the question 

St. Mary’s vestry  and rector 

have been grappling with for 

months as it’s become clear 

that St. Mary’s as it exists is 

simply unsustainable, due to 

dwindling membership and 

fewer pledges. 

At the monthly listening ses-

sion held on April 25 via 

Zoom, nearly 40 parishioners 

came together to hear vestry 

review the options under con-

sideration and explain what 

information vestry has gath-

ered so far pertaining to each 

one.  

Some Possible Options 

Reduce clergy and staff 

while remaining in our 

own building. Vestry is 

working with diocesan offi-

cials to learn what steps 

would be required to move 

from a full-time to part-time 

rector. Before allowing a par-

ish to do this, ECCT requires 

that the parish identify by 

name members who are will-

ing to be trained to lead 

morning prayer on Sundays 

when clergy is not present.  

Rent properties. Vestry 

is exploring the possibility 

of renting the church, our 

kitchens or the Williams 

Building. In the case of the 

Williams building, consid-

erations include cost of 

renovations versus poten-

tial income, implications 

for our tax-exempt status if 

renting to a tenant that is 

not a nonprofit, and the 

need to meet new zoning 

requirements. Vestry is 

looking for organizations 

that might want to rent 

Neill Hall. Members have 

met with representatives 

from the town to see if they 

are interested. Renting 

would not be a long-term 

solution, but would likely 

garner some attention and 

demonstrate our commit-

ment to the community. 

Merge with another 

Episcopal church to 

create a new entity. This 

could involve selling our 

property and moving to a 

new location or forming the 

new entity here. Before the 

pandemic, vestry members 

had visited and talked with 

other Episcopal churches. 

At that time, none was 

seeking to merge. But ves-

try will reconnect with 

them as churches begin to 

reopen. Even if we needed 

to part with our building, a 

merger could mean more 

people, more ideas and 

more energy to put toward 

doing God’s work. Of 

course, it would affect staff-

ing. 

Partner with a church 

of a different denomi-

nation. This would allow 

us to share staff and a sin-

gle campus, either here or 

at the partner’s location. 

One possible partner would 

be Concordia Lutheran 

Church, which St. Mary’s 

has collaborated with for 

decades and especially in 

the last few years. The two 

churches’ lay leadership 

will meet virtually on May 2  

to talk informally about 

whether such a partnership  

should be explored. An 

advantage would be allow-

ing us to stay in Manches-

ter. 

Sell our property and 

rent worship space 

elsewhere. Vestry has 

consulted a commercial 

real estate broker, who ex-

plained that there is little 

market for church build-

ings. Many are already for 

sale, and those with tradi-

tional Gothic architecture  

Continued on p. 4 
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Financial Summary 

March 2021 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Income 

• Total income was $23,850.  

 Pledge income increased from February. There were four Sundays in both February and March so the increase in 
pledge income in March is an encouraging sign. A grateful “Thank You” to everyone who is keeping up with their 
pledge. 

 We received two months of rental income for 33 Park Street and are now current. 

• Year-to-date, income is well above what was projected because of the one-time PPP loan of $44,960 that was received in Febru-
ary and the unanticipated prior year pledges received in January.   

 

March Expenses 

• Total expenses were $29,682. 

 Expenses were lower in March vs. February, primarily the result of minimal service contract expenses in the month.  

• Year-to-date, expenses are tracking as projected.  
 

Net-Surplus/Loss 

• For the month of March, there was a loss of $5,832.  

• Year-to-date, there is a cumulative surplus of $23,442.  

• If not for the PPP loan, there would be a cumulative loss of $21,518.    
 

Notes 

• The 2021 operating budget – summarized in the table above — was approved by the vestry and presented at the Annual Meet-
ing. 

• As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2021 operating budget included the following: 

 On the income side: 

 $180,568 in pledge income, a reduction from the 2020 actual of $212,418. 

 $26,400 in building use, which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street but no rental in-
come from Iglesias due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 No income from parish functions due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 On the expense side: 

 The second-year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020, 

90% in 2021 and 85% in 2022) for medical and dental insurance.  

  Previous 
Month—
February 

 

Current 
Month—  
March 

YTD, 3 
months, 25.0% 

of the year 

2021 Budget YTD % of 
Budget 

Total Income $63,585 $23,850 $115,600 $229,996 50.3% 

Pledge Income $14,879 $17,535 $56,457 $180,568 31.3% 

Total Expenses $33,554 $29,682 $92,158 $358,531 25.7% 

Net Surplus (Loss) $30,031 ($5,832) $23,442 ($128,535) -18.2% 
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Communion To-Go Is Well-Received 
Parishioners can once again receive Holy Communion, after more than a year in which the pandemic prevented the treasured prac-

tice. Beginning on Easter Sunday, April 4, members could drive through the parking lot and receive sealed wafers and cups of juice 

that had been consecrated during the recorded service of Holy Eucharist. Weather permitting, Communion To-Go will continue to be 

offered every Sunday from 8:45 to 9:15 am until outdoor services begin later in the spring. 

Reopening Team to Make 

Recommendations 

Eileen Christensen receives com-

munion from Mary Covello. 

Nancy and Lee Eaton receive Com-

munion To-Go on Easter Sunday. 

The team is basing its proposed plans on a 

variety of sources, including ECCT guide-

lines, the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) recommendations, and 

plans of neighboring churches. Settings of 

services will depend on the prevalence of 

COVID-19 cases in town. If Manchester is 

in the red zone, based on state data, ser-

vices are likely to be livestreamed only. If 

in the orange, yellow or green zones, ser-

vices may be outside (weather permitting) 

and livestreamed. By the fall, if the town 

is in the yellow/green zone, the possibility 

of holding services will be considered. 

For in-person services, members will reg-

ister in advance and wear masks at all 

times. Singing, exchanging the peace, 

holding coffee hour, and using prayer 

books and hymnals cannot be allowed for 

the foreseeable future. 

Attendees will bring their own chairs for 

outdoor services. Once services are in-

doors, pews will be marked to ensure am-

ple spacing between people. Communion 

cups will be distributed at the end of ser-

vices, and parishioners will consume the 

consecrated wafer and juice once in their 

cars. 

These are simply highlights of the team’s 

draft recommendations. More detailed 

information will be sent to parishioners 

after vestry has reviewed and finalized the 

plans. 

 

By Noreen Kirk 

The group of parishioners that has been 

developing draft plans for reopening St. 

Mary’s to worship will present their rec-

ommendations to vestry in early May. 

Megan Sargent Dubois chairs the reopen-

ing committee. Its members include Syl-

via Armogida, Randy Brown, Brenda 

Knickerbocker, Claudia Kuehl, Sue Loal-

bo, Susan Specht, Ralph Sullivan and Jes-

sica Tomic. 

“While the reopening of St. Mary’s will be 

different from what we are all used to, it 

will still be a step towards sharing our 

space to hear God’s word and gather as a 

community,” Megan says. 

Barbara Welchman is first in line 

on the first day. 
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(such as St. Mary’s) are even less marketa-

ble than those with modern designs. The 

price per square foot is also quite low. In 

the current market, it can take two to 

three years to sell a church. In the mean-

time, we would need to spend a significant 

amount of money to maintain the proper-

ty, even if we weren’t using it. Vestry will 

continue to pursue other options, since 

selling the property doesn’t appear prom-

ising right now. 

As a last resort, close St. Mary’s and 

 

Options Update (Continued from p. 1) 

St. Mary’s offers numerous worship opportunities 

while our building is closed due to the pandemic. 

Try something new! 

• Morning Prayer via Zoom at 10 am on Sun-

days in collaboration with Concordia Lutheran 

Church.  

• Compline on Zoom at 7:30 pm on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays.  

• Sunday service of Holy Eucharist with 

Spiritual Communion, recorded in our main 

sanctuary and available on St. Mary’s YouTube 

channel* beginning at 7:30 am every Sunday. It 

is available for viewing any time afterwards. 

• Communion To-Go is every Sunday on a 

drive-through basis in our parking lot 

from 8:45 until 9:15 am until further no-

tice. 

• Outdoor services in some form will be held 

as the weather gets warmer. 

*To subscribe to our YouTube channel: 1) type 

www.YouTube.com into your internet browser; 2) in the 

search bar across the top, type St. Mary’s Manchester 

and click the search button.; 3) our YouTube channel is 

the second channel down on the page and has a circular 

image of the church next to it; 4) click the red “subscribe” 

button across from the image. Now you’re subscribed. 

turn the property over to the dio-

cese. This is not under serious considera-

tion at this time. Vestry will continue to 

explore other options, and leadership in-

vites ALL parishioners to offer their ideas 

and suggestions. Please contact Senior 

Warden Mechelle Olótegui (860.995.1946) 

or Junior Warden Sarah Tierinni 

(860.432.1264). 

Closing Remarks 

As the meeting drew to a close, Rev. Ann 

thanked everyone for participating and 

said, “We are doing everything we can 

to get the information we need, do due 

diligence and find answers to all the 

questions. We ask you to continue to 

pray for all of us as we do this work.” 

Another information session will 

be held via Zoom on Sunday, May 

23, from 11 to noon. 

 

Weekly Worship 

Continues 

St. Mary’s Walled out 

Hunger Once Again 

Many thanks to all who donated to St. Mary’s Wall out Hunger initiative 

during Lent! Donations of food and household items were delivered to 

MACC Charities on Palm Sunday, and gift cards were given to the Family 

Resource Center at Bennett Academy. A wonderful way to help our com-

munity! 

Clockwise from top left: One of 

several cars loaded with dona-

tions ready for delivery to 

MACC; gift cards ready to go to 

help families of Manchester 

Public School students; a 

young St. Mary’s parishioner 

helps out with the delivery to 

MACC on Palm Sunday. 
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A Sense of Continuity 
By Noreen Kirk 

Many St. Mary’s parishioners undoubtedly 

remember Allan and Elizabeth (Betty) 

Woollett and their daughter, Laura, who 

were members of St. Mary’s for many years. 

Allan died in 2014, and after Betty’s death 

last year, St. Mary’s was honored to receive 

a generous gift in their memory. In her 

thank-you letter to Laura Woollett, the Rev. 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson mentioned the signif-

icance of such a gift, observing that “Our 

longtime connections bless us with a sense 

of continuity and God’s abiding presence 

with us across time and generations.” Allan 

and Betty may be gone, but their presence 

continues to be felt at St. Mary’s. 

A Place of Welcome 

Allan and Betty grew up in two different 

faith traditions: he Roman Catholic and she 

Congregationalist. When they married, they 

sought a church that would be welcoming to 

both of them. They found that welcome in 

the Episcopal Church. “They loved that 

community,” Laura says. “It was a commu-

nity that accepted them.” 

The couple attended Episcopal churches in 

Glastonbury and South Windsor before 

joining St. Mary’s in the early 1990s, when 

Laura was in middle school. Laura has fond 

memories of growing up at St. Mary’s.  

“I went to all the Youth Group activities. We 

used to play ‘sardines,’ have lock-ins and 

sleepovers, and hide in the subbasement—

we even traveled to New York and stayed 

overnight in the cathedral,” Laura says. “I 

loved being part of Youth Group.” 

Laura also served as an acolyte. At just un-

der five feet tall, she remembers that there 

was only one robe she could wear without 

its dragging on the floor. 

Drew Smith was rector of St. Mary’s at the 

time, and Laura and others her age attended 

confirmation classes with him. Like many 

young people, Laura wrestled with ques-

tions about God, the world and her place in 

it. She wasn’t sure she was ready to be con-

firmed. As she recalls, “Drew said, ‘Just 

take the class. You don’t have to be con-

firmed.’ He was great at listening to eve-

ryone’s questions.” Although she still had 

questions, Laura was confirmed the next 

year. “I was completely happy to become 

part of the church,” she says. “Part of 

being a Christian is to have questions.” 

Laura is a devout Episcopalian to this 

day. 

Church and Community 

The family attended St. Mary’s every 

Sunday throughout Laura’s high school 

years. Betty was known for playing her 

saxophone or clarinet at various services 

and functions. Both Betty and Laura 

served on St. Mary’s Outreach Commit-

tee. Among other things, they helped a 

Vietnamese family—parents and two 

young children—relocate to Manchester. 

They arranged for housing and other 

support, and Laura even brought a doll 

and teddy bear to welcome the children 

at the airport. “That was such a powerful 

experience, to be a teenager and be part 

of helping them,” Laura says. 

On another occasion, after vandals de-

faced a local synagogue, Betty insisted 

that Laura accompany her to the syna-

gogue to help the congregation clean up. 

“My parents had a strong sense of jus-

tice,” she says. “It bothered them when 

people were treated unfairly.” 

These and other experiences helped 

shape Laura’s perspective on what it 

means to be a Christian. “Community 

service is godliness,” she says. “I think 

the most important thing people can do 

is help others.” Today she is active in her 

church in Framingham, Massachusetts, 

where she was the vestry person for out-

reach. The church supports soup kitch-

ens, a food bank and a program to help 

families experiencing homelessness get 

back on their feet. 

A Source of Comfort 

As the years went by, Laura says, St. 

Mary’s “provided a lot of comfort to my 

parents when they had some hard 

times.” When Allan suffered a serious 

heart attack, he relied on St. Mary’s for 

spiritual support and for help grappling 

with profound issues of life and death. 

When, toward the end of her life, Betty 

became ill, she hadn’t attended church 

in years. But she reached out to St. 

Mary’s rector, Ann Lovejoy Johnson. 

Ann visited Betty and brought her com-

munion, and the two developed a warm 

relationship. “That was very comfort-

ing,” Laura says. “I’m very grateful that, 

at the end of my mother’s life, she had 

Ann to turn to. Even though a lot of time 

had gone by, it didn’t matter. That sup-

port was still there.” 

People’s History Project 

A 2012 photo of three generations of 
the Woollett family: Allan, Betty and 
Laura Woollett with Laura’s daughter, 
Hazel. 
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Easter: Season of New Hope 
By the Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson 

Alleluia. Christ is Ris-

en!  

The Lord is Risen, in-

deed! Alleluia! 

 

As we begin our celebration of Easter 

and immerse ourselves in this season of 

hope and new life, we pause to give 

thanks for all who made our Lent and 

Holy Week services special and mean-

ingful. For our worship partners: Con-

cordia, Emanuel and Faith Lutheran 

Churches for continuing our tradition of 

sharing Holy Week together. While there 

were many adjustments, we were 

blessed with beautiful music featuring 

Dr. Jun Lee of Emanuel; John Ander-

son, organist with Concordia; Rob 

McCrann, minister of music with Faith; 

our pianist Kelly Sharp; plus the com-

bined choir directed by Dr. Lee and the 

many cantors. Thank you to Pastor 

Marschhausen; Pastor Kershner; Mark 

Winzler; Deacon Fedorchak; and Ms. 

Beth Allen, lay leader with Faith. Our 

music and lay preachers, drawn from 

three of the four congregations during 

Wednesdays in Lent were wonderful. 

Thank you to everyone who submitted 

photos of servant ministry for Maundy 

Thursday and crosses at home and local-

ly for Good Friday. There were close to 150 

cross photos in the “veneration of the cross” 

presentation! 

In addition to our shared services on Zoom, 

we also livestreamed the Blessing of the 

Palms, recorded the Easter Vigil service of 

light, and recorded our Holy Eucharist 

(spiritual communion) service that premi-

eres Sundays at 7:30 am. Thank you to our 

tech team, readers, those who prepared the 

Altar and the flowers and tended the fire. 

We were delighted to record live music of-

fered by Rob McCrann and Kelly Sharp for 

the Easter Day service. Thank you to Kelly 

Sharp, Wendy Donagher, and Nancy Lynn 

Knauff for recording Easter hymns. We will 

be blessed by this gift of music throughout 

the Easter season. Thank you to those as-

sisting with the distribution of Communion

--the "Communion Cups" consecrated at 

the altar at St. Mary's and shared in a “to-

go” fashion in the parking lot beginning 

Easter Sunday.  

Thank you to the wardens, officers, and 

vestry for leading the parish through this 

time of turmoil. COVID has brought its own 

challenges, on top of many anxieties we 

already had and the injustices that we are 

turning to face in this time. Thank you to all 

the prayer warriors who have supported the 

parish leadership and all who have been 

willing to “try on” new things. Thank you 

for sharing disappointments, like the new 

fire recording I could not get into the 

Zoom service! Thank you for having pa-

tience when technology isn't working the 

way we thought it could or would, like on 

Zoom Easter morning.  

My personal motto and mantra has been, 

“staying safe, keeping connected,” and 

this Easter season I have charged myself 

with “seeing new life.” It is there for us to 

see when we open our eyes. When we let 

go of how we wish things to go. When we 

accept realities and ask what God is invit-

ing us to notice. I am thankful we have 

eyes to see, collectively, what we cannot 

see alone. I am thankful for our ever-

expanding circle of community. I can even 

say I am thankful for the surprises, and I 

expect God has more surprises in store for 

us, when we have our eyes wide open.  

Thank you for all the blessings of this sea-

son and for all the gifts you have shared: 

your humor, generosity, kindness, and 

love; for your prayers, for “showing up,” 

and for your willingness to make room for 

God in this holy and blessed season of 

new birth and new hope. 

May we live into our calling to be Easter 

people, filled with hope and joy. 

Ann 

From the Rector 

Clergy and lay mem-

bers of St. Mary’s, Con-

cordia Lutheran and 

Faith Lutheran Church 

gather at St. Mary’s for 

the Blessing of the 

Palms and the start of 

Holy Week. 
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St. Mary’s Elected Leadership 2021 

Next “Listening Session” Is May 23 

St. Mary’s is holding hour-long Zoom “listening sessions” monthly. The goal 

of the sessions is to foster open, transparent communication. 

Everyone is encouraged to join the sessions, either by video or through the 

telephone, to get timely information, ask questions and offer suggestions. 

Please mark your calendar for the next session: 

—  Sunday, May 23, 11 am to noon  — 

Watch the weekly e-newsletter for the Zoom link, then please join us! 

Rector:  

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

304.951.7122 

revalovejoy@gmail.com 

 

Senior Warden: 

Mechelle Olórtegui 

860.995.1946 

Mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com 

 

Junior Warden:  

Sarah Tierinni 

860.432.1264 

Sarah.i.brown23@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer:  

Gene Marinelli 

860.646.5455 

genemar13@cox.net 

 

Assistant Treasurer:  

Joy Dorin 

860.646.7751 

joyeaux@cox.net 

 

Clerk:  

Jo-Ann Swanson 

860.214.2218 

joannswanson2000@yahoo.com 

 

Bruce Perry 

860.646.7868 

Bruceh.perry@yahoo.com 

 

Noreen Kirk 

860.742.8850 

nskirk50@gmail.com 

 

Jessica Tomic 

860.794.0018 

tomic_jessica@hotmail.com 

 

Elizabeth Lavalette 

860.432.9900 

hannahlav62@yahoo.com 

 

Mary Covello 

860.742.2222 

Mary.covello@gmail.com 

 

Sylvia Armogida 

860.786.2163 

sylviaarmogida@gmail.com 

 

Delegate to Diocesan Convention:  

Mary Covello 

 

Alternate to Diocesan Convention:  

Lois Johnson 

 

Liaison to Manchester Area Conference of 

Churches:  

Beth Lavalette 

 

Delegates to Manchester Interfaith Social 

Action Committee:  

Bruce Perry, Joy Dorin, (third posi-

tion open) 

 

Delegates to Manchester Interfaith Corpo-

ration: 

Eileen Christensen, (second posi-

tion open) 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to contact the rector, 

the wardens or vestry members if you 

have questions or comments about St. 

Mary’s. 



Worship Schedule  
 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

 

 

While our building is closed, please watch your weekly emails (or 

postal mailings) for information about worship. Also see p. 7 of 

this issue of Happenings. 

 

• On Sundays at 10 am, Morning Prayer is held via Zoom. Zoom 

coffee hour begins at 9:30 am. 

• On Sundays, beginning at 7:30 am and available any time after 

that, a recorded service of Holy Eucharist with Spiritual Com-

munion is available on St. Mary’s YouTube channel. 

• Communion To-Go is available in our parking lot Sundays 

from 8:45 to 9:15 am. 

• On Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 pm, Compline 

is held via Zoom. 

 

Shopping on Amazon? Remember to choose AmazonSmile when you log on, so that St. 

Mary’s will receive a percentage of whatever you spend. Just go to 

www.smile.amazon.com. Your login and password are the same. If you have questions, 

contact Mechelle Olórtegui at 860.995.1946 or Mechelle tovar2011@gmail.com. 

Scout Troop 27 News 

Members of Scout Troop 27 had their first camp-

out the weekend of April 16-17 at Camp Johnson in 

Bolton. The senior scouts roasted a pig. The 

younger scouts enjoyed chili with cheese and sour 

cream. The boys were very happy to get back to 

camping, even with many COVID restrictions.   

Scout Troop 27 Fundraiser 

Need flower or vegetable plants for your garden? How about a 

hanging plant for Mother’s Day? You can purchase coupons for 

these springtime needs from a Troop 27 scout and redeem the 

coupons  for plants at: 

Botticello Farms 

209 Hillstown Road, Manchester 

 

Choose from more than 1,000 plants and baskets! Redeem 

coupons before Mother’s Day for best selection. 

 

One flat (eight six-packs) is $16. 

An 11-inch hanging basket is $22. 

 

You can purchase coupons from any Troop 27 scout. For more 

information, call or text Jessica Tomic,  860.794.0018. 


