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Annual Giving
Campaign Launched
culmination of the campaign
with one service, at 9 a.m.,
followed by a celebration.

St. Mary’s 2018-2019
Reaching Hands Annual
Giving Campaign kicked off
on Sunday, Oct. 14, with a
single, 9 a.m. service, followed by brunch.

Happenings

Newsletter of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Manchester, CT

By Mechelle OlOrtegui for
the Stewardship Committee

Throughout the campaign,
we are welcoming and hearing from community partners and parishioners who
have shared their views on
why St. Mary's Matters. More such talks are
planned.
On Nov. 4, we’ll mark the

We ask that you prayerfully
consider a gift in support of
God's mission at St.
Mary's. Please complete
and return your pledge
form by Nov. 4. Be sure

St. Mary’s Youth at Scarecrow
Festival
Shown at right is the scarecrow St. Mary’s Youth
Group entered in the 2018 Downtown Manchester
Scarecrow Contest. Their theme was “Build a Better
World Together.”
The group’s creation was located outside of the Watkins Building on Main Street for two weeks in October. The banner surrounding the scarecrow featured a
variety of words that the students thought showed
God's love for the world, including justice, acceptance,
faith, hope, charity, patience and equity.
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to fill in your name and
address. You can mail it
to the church office or
place it in the offering
plate. Our goal is 100 percent participation in the
campaign, because every
gift counts and every gift
matters.
Your gifts help the Finance
Committee set a realistic
budget for 2019. We hope
we can count on your support.
Editor’s note: For the text of
Mechelle’s kickoff talk and
Ministry Minutes delivered so
far, please see pp. 6 - 8.

Scout Troop Celebrates a Century
By Donna Indomenico

St. Mary’s Boy Scout Troop 27 recently
celebrated their 100 year anniversary,
holding a delicious dinner celebration open
to the public, former Troop 27 Scouts and
their families. Of special note, Troop 27
has named 114 Eagle Scouts, a number of
whom attended the event.
At the anniversary celebration, troop leader and St. Mary’s parishioner Eileen Christensen received an Eagle Award for her 50
years of service and leadership to the
troop. Eileen was asked to help with the
Troop 27 activities while she and her husband-to-be, Paul, were dating. Paul Christensen had earned Eagle Scout rank as a
Troop 27 Scout and then continued in a
troop leadership role.
Once asked, Eileen, “assisted” in Troop 27
events and activities, and eventually took
on a more active role, becoming a troop
leader. As a Troop 27 leader, Eileen participates in all meetings, activities and events.
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She attends camping events locally and
Jamboree events. She participates fully in
all Boy Scout activities, including zip lining, hiking many miles, swimming and
boating. Eileen serves as a mentor to the
Scouts as they work to earn their merit
badges and their rank advancement.

Currently, Eileen's three grandsons, Trevor, Corey and Ethan are all active Boy
Scouts. Eileen's sons, Eric and Tim, serve
as Boy Scout leaders. Congratulations,
Eileen, and we wish you well in your continued service to Troop 27.

Four generations of the Christensen family have been very active in the Boy
Scouts.
In the photo at
right, Eileen Christensen, center,
holds the Eagle
Award she received
in recognition of 50
years of service to
scouting. She’s
flanked by Joe Cottier and St. Mary’s
Rector Ann Lovejoy
Johnson. Below are
some scenes from
the celebration.

Happenings

Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing
Now in High Gear
By Sarah Tierinni

Important Dates to Remember:

Items Needed:

Seasonal Sharing is up and running! The
collection of nonperishable food continues right up to Thanksgiving.















Drop-off boxes are located in the narthex,
the church office, outside the Church
School wing and on the stage, behind the
curtain, in Neill Hall.
Monetary donations are needed and appreciated to support our approximately
25 families from Bennet Academy and
seven MACC families. Your money will go
to purchase eggs, butter, cheese, milk,
diapers, baby food, special dietary needs
and extra fresh produce. Please make
checks payable to St. Mary’s with
“seasonal sharing” in the memo line.
Sign-up sheets for donations of frozen
turkeys and baked goods (homemade or
store-bought) and delivery help are in the
back of the church (narthex).




Produce Sunday: Nov. 11 (donations of
fresh produce collected)
Saturday Packing: Nov. 17 (Neill
Hall, 8:30 a.m., to pack food)
Delivery Sunday: Nov. 18 (Neill Hall
after 9 a.m. service)

cranberry sauce
gravy
stuffing
cereal
bottled juice
pasta & sauce
tuna & mayo
canned fruits & veggies
soup
crackers
tea & coffee

Questions? See Sarah Tierinni, Janet
Platz or Jane Wolanin.

At left, just some of the Seasonal Sharing baskets St. Mary’s provided to families in need last Thanksgiving.

A Gathering of Family
At left, longtime St. Mary’s parishioner Woody Lopes and her great-granddaughter
Avery Dzen smile for the camera at a reception held at St. Mary’s on Oct. 19 following the funeral of Woody’s husband, Bill.
Bill and Woody have been faithful pillars of St. Mary’s for decades. Woody is wellknown for her warmth and sense of humor, not to mention her fabulous soups and
cookies. Bill, who passed away on Oct. 13,
always gave generously of his time and talent
and served St. Mary’s in countless ways.
Scores of people gathered at the service and
reception to celebrate Bill’s life and offer comfort to Woody and other family members.

At right, Woody and the late Bill Lopes
as they appeared in the last St. Mary’s
directory.
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Episcopal Church Women

United Thank Offering Ingathering Nov. 1
By Jean Kelsey

The Fall United Thank Offering of the
Episcopal Church Women of Connecticut
will be held here at St. Mary's on Thursday,
Nov. 1, 2018. beginning with Registration
and coffee at 10:30 a.m. in Anderson Hall.
The Service of Holy Eucharist will be celebrated by Bishop Laura Ahrens at 11 a.m.
in the church. Bishop Laura will also
preach. She will be assisted by The Reverend Ann Lovejoy Johnson.

Lunch will be served in Anderson Hall at noon, catered by
Brown Sugar Catering. The
program will begin at 1 p.m.
featuring The Reverend Deacon
Ellen Adams from St. James'
Episcopal Church, New London. She will tell us about receiving this year's UTO
grant. All women are encouraged to attend this inspiring
program. There is no charge for the luncheon.

Altar Guild News and
Schedule

Special
Services in
November

By Jean Kelsey

Memorial Flower Fund

Here is the Altar Guild team rotation
schedule for 2019, listed by team leaders’
names:

The altar Guild Memorial Flower Fund
provides flowers for the altar, as well as
altar bread and wine, candles, linens,
and more. Donations are always welcome. It is a loving way to express
thanks or to remember a loved one on a
special occasion. Envelopes for Christmas Flower Memorials as well as Easter
Memorials will be available soon.

All Souls’ Day

Altar Guild Flower Committee

We will celebrate All Saints’
Sunday on Nov. 4, with Holy Baptism and combined
choirs at the 9 a.m. service.

January—Jean Kelsey
February—Anna Robillard
March—Sharron Ring
April—Beth Bickley
May—Jean Kelsey
June—Anna Robillard
July—Sharron Ring
August—Beth Bickley
September—Jean Kelsey
October– Anna Robillard
November—Sharron Ring
December—Beth Bickley
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Our Altar Guild Flower committee is
pleased to announce the addition of Carol Kittle to the group. She joins Pat
Zurcher, Linda Lasko, and Dalelyne
Siwik in preparing the weekly altar flowers. Welcome, Carol! Are you interested
in learning more about serving God in
this ministry? We have a team that could
really use your help. Training is offered.
Please see Jean Kelsey for further information or call her at 860.643.5718.

On Friday, Nov. 2, St.
Mary’s will observe All
Souls’ Day with a service at
10 a.m. in the Memorial
Garden.

All Saints’ Sunday

Thanksgiving Eve
An ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service will be held
on Wednesday, Nov. 21, at 7
p.m. at St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church. We will be joined
by members of Concordia
and Emanuel Lutheran
Churches.

Happenings

Race: Let’s Talk About It
St. Mary's Episcopal Church is collaborating with Concordia Lutheran and
Emanuel Lutheran Churches to sponsor
“Let’s Talk About It,” a three-part documentary film series and discussion on
racism in America. The programs are
open to all members of the community.
Two of the three scheduled programs
have been held so far: the first on Sept.

26 and the second on Oct. 24. The third
and final one is scheduled for Wednesday,
Nov. 28. As in the past, there will be two
identical sessions: one at noon at St.
Mary’s (brown bag lunch) and the other at
6:30 p.m. at Concordia. The film, which
has not yet been announced, will be followed by 45 minutes of discussion.

The Nov. 28 film will be announced
soon. For more information, contact the
churches:
Concordia 860.649.5311
Emanuel 860.643.1193
St. Mary’s 860.649.4583

It’s Time for St. Mary’s Christmas in New
England Fair
By Valerie Huestis

On Saturday Dec. 1, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m., St. Mary’s is holding its annual “Christmas in New England”
holiday fair. It is a festive day filled
with fellowship and holiday spirit,
and it provides us with the opportunity to welcome residents of
Manchester and its surrounding
communities to St. Mary’s and to
share the joy and excitement of the
holiday season.
As always, the efforts of many people are needed to contribute to the
success of the fair.
We need donations
of Christmas items,
theme baskets and
baked goods/cookies
plus volunteers to
price the donations,
set up tables, unpack
boxes and arrange
items, staff the tables
and clean up at the
end of the fair.

be dropped off on the table in the
hallway leading to the Music Room
beginning Nov. 1. Items may be new
or gently used and should be clean
with no damage and in working condition. Pricing sessions are scheduled
for Monday afternoons from 1-3 p.m.
on Nov. 5, Nov. 12 and Nov. 26 plus
Wednesday evenings from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. on Nov. 14 and Nov. 28.
Currently we need a volunteer to cochair the cookie table with Jane Perrin and others to coordinate the “Take
a Chance,” baked goods and Ye Olde

Christmas Shoppe tables.
In the coming weeks, there will be a
display in the narthex with updates
on the fair and volunteer sign-up
sheets plus announcements in the
Sunday bulletins. We are asking everyone to support this fundraising
event by helping with the preparation
for the fair and/or at the fair itself. If
you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me
at 860.645.8293 or
valerie@stmarysct.org.

Donated items may
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Annual Giving Campaign

It’s Time to Make Your Pledge for 2019
St. Mary’s 2018-2019 Annual Giving Campaign runs from Oct. 14 to Nov. 4. The
Stewardship Committee requests that,
after prayerful consideration, each person
or household make a pledge to support St.
Mary’s and its ministries during 2019.



Please complete the pledge certificate you received in the mail and
return it no later than Nov. 4,
2018. You can mail it to the church
office or place it in the collection
plate.



Please be sure that your completed
form includes all necessary information, including your name and
mailing address so the Stewardship
Committee can thank you for your gift
and send you a receipt for use in filing
your taxes.

Annual Giving Campaign

Kickoff Remarks
Editor’s note: Here is the text of the talk given
by Stewardship Committee Chair Mechelle
OlOrtegui at the Oct. 14 campaign kickoff.

Good morning everyone. My name is
Mechelle Olortegui. I am the Chair of St.
Mary’s Annual Giving Campaign. My Committee Members Beth Bickley and Harry
Perry welcome you all to our Campaign
Kickoff. Our year-round Stewardship, our
time and talent shows all of the remarkable
activities we do inside and outside the
church. The Annual Giving campaign, part
of Stewardship, in the Fall keeps our church
running in support of and to carry out
God's mission at St. Mary's.
This year our theme is Reaching Hands,
which reflects our outreach to each other
inside the church, like through our Adult
Forum, Sunday School, at The Peace, at
Coffee Hour, the inspirational and very
touching activities of our Caring Committee
and Peace By Piece Quilters and so much

more. Our Hands extend beyond these
walls working with our community partners. Even with change, the challenges
we are facing within the church of limited
resources of time, talent and dollars, our
outreach ministry is strong and important. Our partners and their clients
are grateful for it and relies on our support. Our outreach inside or outside is
something that bring us together and
keeps us focused on God's mission. And
clearly show that St. Mary’s Matters. Our
Reaching Hands impact on so many of
our neighbors. I now welcome my friend,
Beth Stafford, Executive Director of
MACC Charities to share why St. Mary’s
Matters to her and the clients at MACC.
[Beth Stafford spoke.]
Last week and this week you have heard
from our community partners. Over the
next two weeks, you will hear Ministry
Minutes from our own parishioners who

will share how our hands touch each other’s lives at St. Mary’s.
Some of you may have already received
your Reaching Hand Letter, but if you
have not you should by Monday. If you do
not, let us know. We hope that the letter
inspires and as you think about your
pledge for 2019 (making your 1st gift,
maintaining or increasing it), reflect about
God’s Mission at St. Mary’s through all of
our activities where we reach out our
hands to each and throughout our community.
Our goal is 100% participation and All
gifts count, and All gifts matter.
After this service, we invite you all to join
us for our kickoff brunch catered by our
very own Dottie Cannon and the committee. Looking forward to seeing you after
this service!

Annual Giving Campaign — How St. Mary’s Is ...

Easing Hardship and Homelessness
Excerpts of Oct. 14 remarks by Beth Stafford,
Executive Director, MACC Charities
So, its fall and we are fast approaching winter.
Imagine this … It is a Tuesday night and a
man I will call Scott, settles in to his make
shift campsite for the night. He thinks to himself… “I cannot wait to take a long hot shower
and wash my favorite shirt that I managed to
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save from the last home I can remember having when my sister let me crash on her couch
for a few days.
“I cannot blame her for asking me to leave as
my staying there caused many intense arguments between her and her husband. I know
he thinks I am just a worthless drunk. I do
drink too much, in fact, these days, I start

drinking from the time I wake up until I go to
sleep at night. The drinking helps me forget or
at least numb the pain of dealing with what I
have lost; my girlfriend, my child, my job and
now my overall health. I cannot even remember (what is the use) of what led up to this
point.
(Continued on p. 7)

Happenings

(Beth Stafford remarks, continued)
“I remember feeling depressed and started
missing work … my girlfriend and I fought
over money most days and then one night
when I was drunk … I hit her, I will never
forget the look on my child’s face that night.
I never got to apologize because when I
came home from work – they were gone.
Soon after that, I was fired from my job. I
stayed with friends on and off but after my
sister’s place… I have found it easier to stay
in the woods.

“I have been doing this for eight months now …
I have received some veteran services I did not
even know I had and I am considering going
into treatment … For now, the kindness is helping me to feel hopeful again. The staff at MACC
appear to care about me and they do not push
any agenda of their own down my throat – if
they did – I would not return. I remember how
good it felt to have the case manager tell me if I
did not report in to her by 9 a.m. after the last
snowstorm last year – she was coming to look
for me. I reported in!”

“I manage to take a break from drinking for
an hour or so each day to go to the MACC
kitchen for lunch. The chef comes out to
welcome us all and asks how we liked our
meal … I told him the food was great, but I
wanted to tell him the kindness was sweeter
than the food.

MACC is a 45-year-old faith-based human services agency. St. Mary’s has been at the table
since its creation. MACC was meant to be a
hand up, not a hand out, since day one. Basic
needs is our mission and we do it because we
believe it is the work that God wants us to do.
Command not a suggestion to a person on faith
– yes?

“So it is now Wednesday morning and I am
headed up to MACC for a hot shower, shave
and to clean my favorite clothes (my shirt
and jeans) … They said the only cost is a 1520 minute chat with the staff to determine if
they can help me with my personal plans.

Our revised mission is “Building partnerships to
break cycles of poverty.” We were not designed
to do the work alone. MACC thrives on the
“Many hands make light work” theory. We have
five full-time staff and two part-time staff - the
foundation of our work lies in the hands of the

75-100 volunteers that show up each week to
help us collect, organize, prepare and distribute
food, clothing and emergency financial and
medical needs to thousands of people, many
times over each year.
The St. Mary’s/MACC partnership has been
going on for over 45 years. Some of your favorite activities have been seasonal sharing, stocking the pantry with your Wall Out Hunger and
financial support. I brought the FY statistics
today to show your impact. St. Mary’s has also
housed our staff, provided an Executive Director and countless Board members to MACC.
I hope my story today has put a face on someone your support has loved. How blessed are
we to have a building that can have hot water
on command, laundry facilities and a kitchen,
clothing store and pantry? YOU and your faithful partnership are why we can show up for
those who need a little kindness in their life
laced with encouragement and given a hand up
to take the opportunity when they are ready.

Annual Giving Campaign — How St. Mary’s Is ...

Strengthening Families
Oct. 7 remarks by Brittany Hall, Family
Resource Center Coordinator at Bennet
Academy

“Having a gift for each child because we
don't have much...Thank you so much
for your help. It is very appreciated.”

Since our partnership began, St. Mary's
has provided holiday meals and gifts for
47 Bennet families, some of which have
eight-or-more people in the household. In total, Seasonal Sharing has
supported 243 individuals with food
and gifts in just two years.

“Being able to celebrate the holidays as
we transition from homelessness. Thanks to all that helped.”

The School Supply Drive reaches
between 250-300 students each year,
throughout the entire district. These
supplies are dispersed to all FRCs (there
is an FRC at all eight elementary schools
and Bennet).

“The food and gifts helped my family a
lot. Thank you!”

Wall Out Hunger supports the needs
of roughly 25 Bennet families and their
students. Several of these families consist of more than five people.
Some feedback from families:
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“The holiday baskets were the
best! This is a wonderful program! Thank you!”

“Thank you all. God bless.”
A story from a family impacted by
St. Mary’s generosity:
A few years ago, we had a 28-year-old
single mother of four who was recently
rehabilitated back into the community
and reconnected with her children. After receiving their Thanksgiving
basket, the mom and I had a conversa-

tion. She was in tears and in disbelief
that strangers would be so generous to a
family they had never met and knew
nothing about. The mom told me that
for the first time in her children’s' lives,
she was able to provide them with a
holiday meal at home. It was the first
time in 11 years that she did not have to
wait or wonder if a family member or
friend would be willing or able to feed
five extra mouths for the holiday. The
mom spoke excitedly about how much
fun she and the children had together,
learning to make a turkey and preparing
all the sides. When the meal was complete, she and her 11-year-old daughter
both cried out of gratitude and bonded
over the joy of this being their first time
celebrating Thanksgiving as a family
unit.
Then, in December, St. Mary's arrived
(Continued on p. 8)
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Visitors are always welcome!
Worship Schedule

St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church
41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Phone: 860-649-4583
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org
God cooks;
we share the feast!

Thank
sgivin
g
Eve S
ervice
:
Nov. 2
1, 7 p.m
.

Sundays
7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Exception: On Nov. 4, we will have ONE combined service, at 9 a.m., followed by a celebration marking the conclusion of our Annual Giving Campaign.)
9 a.m. Holy Eucharist (with music)
Christian Formation classes following the 9 a.m. service
Tuesdays
7 p.m. Evening Prayer
Wednesdays (Except Nov. 21. Service is at 7 p.m. instead.)
10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer
The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 9 a.m.
service. The youth of the church take a special role in the service.

(Brittany Hall, continued from p. 7)
with not only the food basket, but also gifts for the mom and each
child. Again, she was amazed at the generosity. This was also the
first year that the family had a Christmas tree of their own. The
mom said that once she received the gifts and saw the joy on her
children's faces after actually having something to place under
the tree, she finally understood holiday spirit and the excitement
of that time of year.
On occasion, I still see the mom out in the community. Nearly
every conversation we have resorted back to the generosity you
all extended to her that year. She still refers to that year as one of
the best years of her life, simply because you all allowed her to
celebrate so many "firsts" with her children. Her gratitude ex-

tends far beyond those two meals and gifts. She is forever
grateful, as those holidays marked a new beginning for that
family. Those holiday celebrations allowed the family to bond
and create traditions they intend to maintain for many, many
years to come.
On behalf of the entire Bennet community, I would like to
thank St. Mary's for being such a strong and responsive community partner. Because of your support, we have been able to
assist our students and their families more extensively than
ever before. We look forward to continuing our partnership
and making positive impact possible, because of your generosity. We cannot thank you all enough!

Please remember to return your fully
completed 2019 pledge form by Nov. 4.
Use AmazonSmile every day because every bit counts to help
support the missions at St. Mary’s
When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to St. Mary’s.
Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR
AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.
Your login and password are the same.
Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into
www.smile.amazon.com
Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details
860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

And thank you for supporting God’s work
through St. Mary’s.

Parish Register Updates
Burials
William M. “Bill” Lopes, Oct. 19, 2018
Phyllis Doughty, Oct. 23, 2018

