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Did you know that the 

Episcopal Church in Amer-

ica maintains an online 

glossary of terms?* If you 

look up “stewardship,” 

you’ll find it described as 

“Our personal response to 

God's generosity in the 

way we share our re-

sources of time, talent, and 

money. Stewardship re-

flects our commitment to 

making God's love known 

through the realities of 

human life and our use of 

all that God has given us. 

It is also our service to 

God's world and our care 

of creation. Parish mem-

bers are encouraged to 

make an annual steward-

ship pledge. This pledge 

represents their specific 

Christian commitment to 

‘work, pray, and give for 

the spread of the kingdom 

of God’ (BCP, p. 856).” 

Here at St. Mary’s, we set 

aside a period of time eve-

ry autumn to think about 

all God has given us, our 

desire to do God’s work in 

the world and what we will 

pledge to support the min-

istries of St. Mary’s in the 

year ahead. We call this 

time of reflection and com-

mitment a Stewardship 

Campaign. 

This year’s campaign for-

mally begins on Sunday, 

Nov. 10, and concludes on 

Sunday, Dec. 8. Now is the 

time to consider how you 

will support your faith 

community’s efforts to 

show God’s boundless 

love to the world in the 

coming year. 

You’ll soon receive a letter 

and a Certificate of Sup-

port, either at church or 

through the mail. Please 

complete the certificate 

and return it to the Parish 

Office on or before Dec. 8 

or bring it with you to the 

Stewardship Campaign 

wrap-up breakfast on 

Sunday, Dec. 8. COME 

HUNGRY! Breakfast will 

be served after both ser-

vices. 

Thank you for supporting 

God’s work with your 

pledge to St. Mary’s. 

 

2019 Stewardship 

Committee: 

Beth Bickley 

Mechelle Olórtegui 

Harry Perry 

*https://

www.episcopalchurch.org/

library/glossary 

St. Mary’s 2019-2020 

Stewardship Campaign 

Kick-off — Nov. 10 

Wrap-up — Dec. 8 

Join Us! 
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Finance Committee Monthly Update 
By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

Financial Summary, September 2019 – Operating Statement   

 

In comparison to August’s results: 

Income increased, primarily due to an increase in pledge income because there were five Sundays in September vs. four in 

August; the amount of the  increase was somewhat offset by decreases in other income sources, e.g., plate offerings and 

honorariums.  

Expenses decreased. There were two pay periods in September vs. three in August, which decreased salary and salary-related 

expenses; September also saw increases in expenses related to the yearly audit, building and grounds, and service contracts.  

Net result for the month was a deficit of $1,009.  

Year-to-date, the operating budget is running a deficit of $4,256 vs. a deficit of $33,162 last year at this time. This difference can be 

explained in part by the use of a portion of an unexpected, one-time bequest and the use of an unexpected gift we received; higher 

than budgeted income from the rental from 33 Park Street; and receipts from parish functions.  

  Prior Month- 

August 

Current Month- 

September 

Year-to-Date 

(9 months, 75% 
of the year) 

2019 Budget Year-to-Date % 
of Budget 

Total Income $25,770 $26,633 $269,559 $306,840 87.9% 

Total Expenses $28,879 $27,732 $273,816 $378,055 72.4% 

Net Gain (Loss) ($3,109) ($1,099) ($4,256) ($71,215) 6.0% 

Special Parish Gathering Nov. 17 
Please plan to be on hand in Anderson 

Hall on Sunday, Nov. 17, at 10:30 am to 

talk about St. Mary’s future and possi-

ble partnerships. 

Parishioners who recently visited area 

Episcopal churches will share their ex-

periences. You’ll hear about an oppor-

tunity for alternating joint worship with 

Concordia Lutheran Church. And we’ll 

talk about what will be necessary if 

we are to sustain our church for the 

future. 

 

Please join 
us! 
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Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing Is in Full 

Swing. Please Give! 

St. Mary’s is again collecting nonperishable 

food items and/or monetary donations for 

Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing. Again this 

year, we seek to provide a holiday meal and a 

week’s worth of groceries to families through 

our partnership with Bennet Academy’s Family 

Resource Center and MACC Charities.  In all, 

we aim to provide for up to 27 families. 

Nonperishable items can be brought to the 

church office Monday through Friday from 9 

am to 4:30 pm or brought to church on Sun-

days. Produce Sunday—when you can 

bring fresh fruits and vegetables—is 

Nov. 17. Monetary donations will be used to 

purchase perishables such as milk, cheese, 

butter and eggs. Please write “Seasonal Shar-

ing” on your check’s memo line. There is also a 

sign-up sheet in the narthex for donating fro-

zen turkeys or baked goods and for helping 

with deliveries. 

Packing Sunday, when we’ll put together 

the food baskets, is Saturday, Nov. 23, at 

8:30 am in Neill Hall. 

We will deliver all the items on Sunday, 

Nov. 24, beginning at 10:15 am in Neill 

Hall. Please consider helping with delivery. 

Examples of nonperishable items needed 

include cranberry sauce, gravy, stuffing, 

cereal, bottled juice, pasta and sauce, tuna, 

mayonnaise, canned fruits and vegetables, 

soup, crackers, tea and coffee. 

Questions? Contact Sarah Tierinni at     

Sarah.i.brown23@gmail.com. 

 

Exploring the Way of Love 

Learning the Word of God 

By Mary Covello 

Editor’s note: The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, the 

presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, has a 

new vision called “The Way of Love—Practices 

for a Jesus-Centered Life.” See https://

www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love. Mary 

Covello is leading the formation of a Way of Love 

group at St. Mary’s this fall, and she is providing 

an article about one aspect of it in each issue of 

“Happenings.” 

Of all the spiritual practices, perhaps the 

most familiar is daily nourishment with the 

word of God.  By reading and reflecting on 

Scripture and especially on the life and 

teachings of Jesus we draw near to God and 

God’s word dwells with us. 

The Bible is not just a book, but a library 

filled with multiple books that chronicle the 

relationship between God and his people 

throughout time. Opening the book, starting 

at the beginning and powering through to 

the end is not recommended as it may seem 

overwhelming. (Although I have heard of 

a few people who did exactly that.) You 

may choose to pick a specific Gospel for 

in-depth study or you may choose to 

follow the guidelines of the lectionary 

( available on the Web).  The Book of 

Common Prayer is also a rich source for 

learning the word of God.  I particularly 

like the inclusion of the Psalms in the 

BCP. I imagine Jesus as a child and 

young man memorizing these beautiful 

passages as part of his daily worship. 

When I read them I feel a connection. 

Using a daily devotional such as For-

ward Day by Day or Jesus Calling may 

suit you. In these types of books you are 

presented daily with a short bible verse, 

a meditation and questions for reflec-

tion. Living the Way of Love by Mary 

Bea Sullivan is a 40-day devotional that 

may be suitable for a Lenten practice. 

And while the Holy Bible is our primary 

source of learning there are many spir-

itual writers who can help you to break 

open God’s word.  I enjoy a brief daily 

email from Richard Rohr, a Franciscan 

priest who practices Contemplation in 

Action.   

The important thing about scripture 

study is to read it with both your heart 

and your mind. As you open the book 

and turn the pages, lift up a prayer that 

God will communicate with you and 

open your heart to his message. 
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A Busy Fall for Youth Group 
St. Mary’s Youth Group created a scarecrow 

for Downtown Manchester’s annual Scare-

crow Festival. The scarecrow is a superhero 

named Recycle Hero. His superpower is 

being a good steward of the earth by con-

serving resources through recycling. 

 

On Sunday, Oct. 20, the Youth Group “rocked” 

Manchester’s Case Mountain. The kids hiked to 

the summit carrying colorful stones they had 

painted. Once at the summit, they added posi-

tive, inspirational words to their stones, then, 

on the hike down, tucked them in various loca-

tions for others to find and enjoy. 

Clockwise from top, left: The Youth Group’s 

scarecrow on Main Street, the colorful collec-

tion of painted stones the young people used 

for “spreading God’s love in God’s creation,” a 

stone reading “Love” on the knot of a tree, one 

reading “Peace” perched on a stump, and the 

young people gathered at the summit. 
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Thanksgiving Opportunities 

“Fifth Sunday” Conversation 

By The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

St. Mary's parishioners are invited to join 

our Community Thanksgiving Service on 

Sunday, Nov. 24, at 4 pm at Beth Sholom 

B'nai Israel, 400 Middle Turnpike East, 

Manchester. This is a wonderful oppor-

tunity to gather with people of many 

faiths here in Manchester to give thanks 

for our community. 

Disciples 

Wherever Jesus went, he left behind him towns, households and individuals who glimpsed a 

new vision of the kingdom, and for whom life would never be the same again. He did this by 

inviting women to be disciples, and teachers, and heralds of the kingdom. He did this by nam-

ing Samaritans as neighbours. He did this by calling you his friend. May all of our lives be so 

turned upside down that we have the courage to be disciples and heralds in his name. 

Br. James Koester 

Society of Saint John the Evangelist 

Submitted by Deacon Emeritus Karen Fedorchak 

The other Thanksgiving invitation is to 

participate in the Open House at St. 

Mary's during the Manchester Road 

Race. Parishioners Donna and Bill Auden 

have been spearheading this Open House 

to offer a warm space with bathrooms, 

water and hot beverages to runners. The 

Open House begins with set-up at 6:30 

am and continues through the race and 

breaks down at 11:30 am. Come be part of 

the warm welcome to St. Mary's and 

greet visitors. 

While we are not having Holy Eucharist 

on Thanksgiving Eve, St. Mary's parish-

ioners are invited to participate in these 

two wonderful community opportunities 

again this year.  

Sunday, Sept. 29, was the fifth Sunday of the 

month, so St. Mary’s had a single 9 am service, 

followed by a special coffee hour and parish 

meeting in Anderson Hall.  

Parishioners had another opportunity to com-

ment on the summer worship experience with 

Concordia and offer written comments to ves-

try. 

Parishioners previously had expressed the 

desire to explore collaborations with area Epis-

copal churches, so everyone was invited to sign 

up to visit one of six churches on Sundays 

during October and early November. Six pa-

rishioners signed up to accompany members 

of vestry or the Sustainability Team to local 

Episcopal churches. 

Comments people wrote on sticky notes during 

the meeting were compiled and sent to parish-

ioners in mid-October. 

Parishioners who visited Episcopal churches 

will share their experiences on Sunday, Nov. 

17, at 10:30, when everyone is invited to a 

special gathering in Anderson Hall  to talk 

about St. Mary’s future. 

 

At right, Junior Warden Sarah Tierinni 

speaks at the Sept. 29 parish gathering. 
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Antiracism Book Study Underway 

St. Mary’s is again collaborating with 

Concordia Lutheran Church, Emanuel 

Lutheran Church and the Manchester 

School District's Family Resource Cen-

ters on a book study series aimed at dis-

mantling racism.  

The first book the group is reading is 

“Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting To-

gether in the Cafeteria: and Other Con-

versations about Race” by Beverly Daniel 

Tatum, Ph.D. 

The group meets from noon to 2 pm in 

Concordia Lutheran Church’s Garden 

Room. The first gathering was on 

Wednesday, Oct. 16, but if you missed it, 

 

 

still feel free to attend the two remaining 

sessions, which are on Nov. 6 and Dec. 4. 

Feel free to bring a brown-bag lunch. Concor-

dia is located at 40 Pitkin Street in Manches-

ter.  

We plan to read two additional books over 

the course of the year. They are “The Ghosts 

in the Schoolyard: Racism and School Closing 

on Chicago's South Side” By Eve L Ewing and 

“Between the World and Me” By Ta-Nehisi 

Coates . 

For more information contact Rev. Ann at 

revalovejoy@gmail.com. 

 

Peace by Piece Quilters 

Are Back 

By Nancy Eaton 

We've started meeting again for our 12th year and the mem-

bership just keeps replenishing. We meet on the first Saturday 

of the month, with a few exceptions. Meetings are from 9 am 

to about 3 pm in Anderson Hall. 

Here are the remaining meetings for our 2019-2020 season: 

November, January, February, March, April and June.  

Many members come for only part of the day... whatever 

works for you. If you're there for lunchtime, bring yours. We'll 

occasionally have soup to share, but we have drinks and some-

times desserts. All are welcome. 

Some of our plans include working on panels we've acquired 

in Maine, continuing piec-

ing our "Jar Quilt,” our 

"Shoe Shop" quilt, and 

having "A Day at the Or-

phanage" (finding a home 

for all our orphan blocks). 

Come join us anytime!! 

 

 

Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) 

Northeast Region Events 

All Are Welcome! 

November 

 

11/01—NE Region Men’s Breakfast, Vernon Diner – 7 a.m. 

11/01—Balance Class, St. Peter’s, Hebron – 9 a.m. - $5 

11/03—Concert Series with “The Jolly Beggars,” St. John’s, Vernon – 

4 p.m. 

11/05—Evening Prayer, St. Mary’s, Manchester - 7 p.m. 

11/06—Healing Prayer & Eucharist, St. Mary’s, Manchester – 10 a.m. 

11/08—Balance Class, St. Peter’s, Hebron – 9 a.m. -$5 

11/09—NE Region Fellowship & Crafting Day, Grace, Stafford Springs 

– 9:30 a.m. 

11/12—Evening Prayer, St. Mary’s, Manchester - 7 p.m. 

11/13—Healing Prayer & Eucharist, St. Mary’s, Manchester – 10 a.m. 

11/15—Balance Class, St. Peter’s, Hebron – 9 a.m. -$5 

11/19—Evening Prayer, St. Mary’s, Manchester - 7 p.m. 

11/20—Healing Prayer & Eucharist, St. Mary’s, Manchester – 10 a.m. 

11/22—Balance Class, St. Peter’s, Hebron – 9 a.m. -$5 

11/23—NAACP Committee for Community Conversations on Race 

Fall Film Series: 

    “The Hurricane,” Westfield Congregational Church, Dan-

ielson – 1 p.m. 

11/23—Craft Fair, Grace, Stafford Springs - 9–11 a.m. 

11/24—Healing Service, Trinity, Brooklyn – 2 p.m. 

11/26—Evening Prayer, St. Mary’s, Manchester - 7 p.m. 

11/27—Healing Prayer & Eucharist, St. Mary’s, Manchester – 10 a.m. 

11/29—Balance Class, St. Peter’s, Hebron – 9 a.m. -$5 

 

 

mailto:revalovejoy@gmail.com
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Choir News! 
Older youth and adults at St. Mary’s are 

invited to sing with the choir over the 

upcoming months. 

St. Mary’s has arranged with Jun Lee, 

choir director at Emanuel Lutheran 

church, to hold three monthly rehearsals 

with our choir. The rehearsals are 

Wednesday nights from 7:30 to 9 pm. on 

Oct.30, Nov. 20 and Dec 11. 

Here are the plans for the choir to sing:  

 Sunday, Nov. 3, and Sunday, Nov. 17, 

at St. Mary’s 

 Sunday, Nov. 24, at 4 pm Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Service, Beth Sholom 

B'nai Israel 

 Sunday, Dec. 8, at St. Mary’s 

 Sunday, Dec. 15, at 4 pm Lessons & 

Carols (joint event with Concordia 

and Emanuel Lutheran)  

 Tuesday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve, at 

St. Mary’s 

 Sunday, Jan 5, Feast of the Epipha-

ny, at St. Mary’s 

Interested in singing? Contact Rector 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson. 

Kristy Stone — Vacuuming common spaces in 

office building 

Harry Perry — Restocking paper products in 

bathrooms 

Margaret Wright — Anderson Hall clean-up 

Karen Armogida — Cleaning bathrooms in 

office building  

Ralph Sullivan — Assisting with Neill Hall and 

Anderson Hall floor care 

Randy Brown — Trash, vacuuming halls, guild 

room, stairwells, etc. 

By Sarah Tierinni 

A great big thank you to those who have 

stepped up to join our Housekeeping Team. 

This 'try on' opportunity is still happening as 

we search for a new sexton. If you would like 

to join the team, please talk to or email Randy 

Brown (rbbrn51@aol.com) 

Carol Kittle — Dusting Sanctuary  

Andrea Burr — Cleaning bathrooms in Neill 

Hall, Narthex and outside Sunday School wing 

Jen Carlson & Beth Bickley — Dry mopping 

the Sanctuary 

Prayer List Begins Anew with Advent 

By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

On the First Sunday of Advent, Dec. 1, we will "refresh" our parish prayer list. The season of Advent begins the new church year, our 

liturgical cycle, and remembering the events in Jesus's life. The new year in the church will be our occasion for a new prayer list. 

This means all the names will be removed, and you may contact the office or me to have a name placed on the parish prayer list. We 

desire to pray for all who ask for our prayers, and we are happy to know when prayer needs have changed and someone's name may 

be taken off. Please remember you must have a person’s permission in order to add them to our public list. People whose names are 

on our list are prayed for weekly on Wednesday and by others in their private devotions. 

Thank You to Volunteers! 

 

The morning sun illuminates 

the cross carried by crucifer 

Harry Perry on a recent Sun-

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Ann Lovejoy Johnson 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule  

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays 

7:30 am Holy Eucharist (except on the fifth Sunday of any month, when we 

have a single, 9 am service.) 

 

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music) 

Christian Formation classes follow the 9 am service 

 

Tuesdays 

7 pm Evening Prayer 

 

Wednesdays 

10 am Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation do-

nates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR 

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olortegui for details 

860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Parish Register Updates 

Burials: 

Paquale “Pat” J. Indomenico – September 27, 2019 

Sandra Fox-Plummer – September 29, 2019 

 

 

Rev. Ann holds “office hours” at Silk City Coffee on Fridays from 1 to 

3 pm. These folks dropped by. You can, too! 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

