
It’s Stewardship 
Campaign Time! 
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St. Mary’s annual Steward-

ship Campaign kicks off this 

month. While stewardship of 

God’s gifts is something we 

practice throughout the year, 

this is the time when we for-

mally pledge a given sum to 

support St. Mary’s as it 

strives to carry out God’s mis-

sion. 

Letters and pledge materials 

are being sent to each parish-

ioner household. Parishioners 

are being asked to prayerfully 

consider their pledge for the 

coming year, then complete 

and return the pledge form. 

You may mail your completed 

pledge form to the church 

office, deposit it in the 

mailbox on the porch of the 

Williams Building or bring 

it with you to a special early 

Thanksgiving service 

planned for Sunday, Nov. 

15, at 2 pm on the Church 

Street lawn. 

 

While St. Mary’s building is 

closed, the worship and 

work of the church goes on. 

So please respond to the 

stewardship call and help 

St. Mary’s continue to be 

God’s hands in our congre-

gation and in the wider 

community. 

To read the stewardship 

letters that have been sent 

to parishioners, see pp. 7 

and 8 of this issue of Hap-

penings. 

Prayer List Begins Anew in Advent 

By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy       

Johnson 

On the First Sunday of Ad-

vent, Nov. 29, we will 

“refresh” our parish prayer 

list. 

The season of Advent be-

gins the new church year, 

our liturgical cycle. The new 

year in the church will be 

our occasion for a new pray-

er list. This means all the 

names will be removed, 

and you may contact the 

office or me to have a 

name placed on the parish 

prayer list. 

We desire to pray for all 

who ask for our prayers, 

and we are happy to know 

when prayer needs have 

changed and someone's 

name may be taken off.  

Please remember you 

must have a person’s per-

mission in order to add 

them to our public list. 

People whose names are 

on our list are prayed for 

during our Compline ser-

vices and by others in 

their private devotions. 
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Financial Summary 

September 2020 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Income:  

• In comparison to August, total income for September decreased by about $3,000; however, pledge income increased by just over $1,500. The 

fact that we did not receive the September rental check of $2,200 for 33 Park Street in time to close the books for the month was the contrib-

uting factor to the decrease in total income. October’s statement will show a double rent payment.  

• Year-to-date, total income is tracking at a higher level — 82.3% — than projected because of the PPP loan and unrestricted bequests (see notes 

below). On paper, these unanticipated infusions of money hide the fact that income sources other than pledge income (parish events, plate 

offerings, Iglesias rental) have been diminished due to the decision to close the church building in mid-March because of COVID-19. For the 

year, pledge income is tracking at a lower level — 69.4% — than projected. 

 

Expenses: 

• In comparison to August, expenses decreased nearly $1,500. Service contracts were paid in August instead of September.  

• Year-to-date, expenses are tracking slightly below  — 72.7% — where they were projected to be at this point in the year.                                                                                                                

 

Net-Surplus/Loss: 

• For the month, there was a loss of $8,647.  

• Year-to-date, there is a surplus of $14,740. If not for the non-recurring and unrestricted bequests and the PPP loan, the year-to- date loss would 

be $65,102.  

 

Notes: 

• A special thank you to all who are continuing to pledge. It is so appreciated! Pledge payments are an important source of income as they help us 

cover our fixed expenses while the building is closed and, as a result, other income-producing activities that rely on the use of the building have 

essentially been eliminated.     

• As the monthly summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the 2020 operating budget includes the following items: 

 

On the income side:   

• $225,000 in projected pledge income  

• $32,889 in miscellaneous income, the combination of the remainder of the Dick Trewhella non-recurring and unrestricted bequest, and several 

other previous non-recurring and unrestricted bequests  

• $40,000 in building use, which includes a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street and Iglesias  

• $44,910 from the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) for a forgivable loan to cover eight weeks of salary, salary-related expenses and 

utility costs due to a projected loss of income from COVID-19 

 

On the expense side:  

• A reduction in salary expenses due to reduced hours for the Parish Administrator and Sexton 

• A reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums for medical and dental insurance 

  Previous 
Month-
August 

Current 
Month- 

September 

Year-to-
Date 

(9 mo., 
75% of the 
year) 

2020 Budget Year-to-Date 
% of Budget 

Total Income $19,893 $16,954 $274,481 $333,328 82.3% 

Pledge Income $13,612 $15,136 $156,157 $225,000 69.4% 

Total Expenses $27,094 $25,601 $259,741 $357,308 72.7% 

Net Surplus 
(Loss) 

($7,201) ($8,647) $14,740 ($23,980) (61.5%) 
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Trust God in Uncertain Times 
By the Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson 

Dear Saints, 

We are doing it! We 

are living through 

this peculiar time 

when we long to be 

together. We never 

imagined how long this would go on, the 

pandemic of a lifetime. How could we? 

We often assume we know how things are 

going to turn out, and we've lost that abil-

ity. Instead we live with tremendous un-

certainty. Thankfully, we live our lives in 

community, even if we are not physically 

together. Certainty is a gift of faith. With 

Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing Reimagined 

By Sarah Brown Tierinni 

 

After reaching out to our community partners, we have decided to create a non-contact Seasonal Sharing this year. We are still sup-

porting both MACC and the Manchester Public Schools’ Bennet Academy. 

From October 26 through November 18: 

A drop-off bin will be outside the office for nonperishable food items. Items collected will be given to the MACC Community 

Pantry. 

We are also collecting $25 gift cards to either Walmart or Stop & Shop. Brittany Hall, coordinator of the Family Resource Center, 

will distribute cards to Bennet families in need. Parishioners may mail cards to the church office or drop them in the office mailbox 

on the front porch of the Williams Building. 

On November 15: 

The Seasonal Sharing table will be set up at the 2 pm Thanksgiving Worship Service on the lawn for those who would like to donate 

food items or gift cards in person. 

 

Monetary Donations toward either collection are welcome. 

Checks can be made out to St. Mary's with “Seasonal Sharing” in the memo line.  

our trust in God, we know we are not 

alone, that God is with us and we will 

see better days. About this, I am certain. 

The Spirit of God is stirring among us as 

we wonder “what is our true mission?” 

as a vestry member recently asked. It is 

a very real question; it is not rhetorical. 

In words of Bishop Charleston: 

"If we are going to come out of this 

long struggle with any momentum of 

energy and passion, then let us turn 

that effort toward what we dream, not 

with half measures or window dress-

ing, but with the careful acceptance of 

risk, with an intentional desire to see 

how far we can go. In a word: let us set 

the bar of hope high before us. Let us 

dare to rebuild justice for all.... We 

should not crawl out of our recent past, 

but step beyond it with purpose and con-

fidence. A new era is in the making. Re-

newal is in the air." 

Yes, community of St. Mary's, let us set 

the bar of hope high before us as we live 

in these peculiar days. May you know that 

God is with you, your parish community 

is with you, and “you've got this” with 

God's help! 

   Faithfully, 

   Ann 
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By Mary Covello 

As the lay delegate from St. Mary’s par-

ish, I was pleased to represent St. Mary’s 

at the annual convention of the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut on October 14 and 

15 this year. This was my first convention, 

but I probably didn’t get an accurate 

sense of what convention was really like. 

All of the meetings were on Zoom, which 

I attended in comfy clothes in my home 

office.  

Although I missed the collegial small talk 

among Connecticut’s Episcopalians that 

happens in person, I was very impressed 

by the energy and forward thinking of so 

many faith leaders across our state. 

“World Café” Sessions 

The first three sessions were entitled 

“World Café” and lasted for two and a 

half hours each. At each session we were 

presented with one theme and questions 

for discussion. 

Discussion: Wealth Inequality 

In our first meeting, there were more 

than 260 participants who gathered to 

discuss issues of wealth inequality. After 

initial introductions we were assigned 

randomly to a  Zoom breakout room of 

seven to eight individuals.  Our breakout 

room was a diverse collection of clergy 

and non-clergy, young and old, urban 

and rural.  The questions we grappled 

with included: What would it look like for 

wealthier parishes to equally distribute 

wealth?  What is being overlooked?  What 

connections are we seeing emerge? We 

had a final brainstorming question, 

“What experiment would you try if suc-

cess were guaranteed?” Our group had 

lively discussions about these questions, 

which we summed up in a key concept: 

“Embrace inclusivity with humility.” 

What was fascinating to me was that 

there were over 40 breakout rooms like 

ours, each with new ideas being dis-

cussed, the key points of which were re-

ported for a final compilation. 

Discussion: COVID-19 Changes 

The second World Cafe I attended con-

cerned changes brought about by the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Specific questions 

included: Which of the pandemic changes 

will we keep? What is being overlooked or 

not seen? We discussed “Zoom fatigue” 

and lack of universal access or ability with 

technology. We also discussed the loss that 

has occurred from those of us whose spir-

ituality is nourished by the Eucharist.  

Discussion: Systemic Racism 

The third world Café I attended dealt with 

the critical problems of systemic racism, 

anti-black bias and white supremacy, and 

how to best educate our parishes about 

these realities. Once again I found myself 

in a randomly selected group of Episcopa-

lians from all over our state representing 

different backgrounds. Once again lively 

conversation evolved. We came up with 

concrete ideas or “try-ons” to address 

these issues, and I came away from the 

meeting with a feeling of hope, which is 

precious in these times. 

All the conversations I was part of were 

not just “sound and fury signifying 

nothing.” The ideas were distilled, edit-

ed and forwarded to work groups who 

will address these issues in our Diocese. 

Bishop’s Address 

Saturday, the final day of meetings, 

started with the Bishop’s Address. Bish-

op Ian Douglas outlined important 

work being done on the diocesan level 

to address racism, including an educa-

tional program called “Becoming Be-

loved Community.” More information 

about this program and how to contrib-

ute to it can be found on the ECCT web-

site, episcopalct.org. The convention 

concluded on Sunday morning with 

worship that can also be viewed on the 

ECCT website 

Thanks, St. Mary’s, for sending me as 

your delegate to the convention. It cer-

tainly left me with a message of hope. 

Report from ECCT Convention 

A screen shot from the convention held via Zoom. Bishop Douglas 

and Mary Covello are in the first two squares in the top row. 
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Mark Your Calendar for Upcoming Services 
Sunday, Nov. 1, during 10 am Morn-

ing Prayer service on Zoom — On this 

All Saints Day Sunday, we will remember 

all those from St. Mary’s and Concordia 

who died during the past year. The service 

will include a slide presentation of 

“personal saints,” accompanied by music 

by our minister of music, Kelly Sharp. 

Monday, Nov. 2, at noon — We will 

have a brief, outdoor service for All Souls 

Day around the Memorial Garden. Re-

member to wear your mask. Bring a chair 

if standing for 15 minutes or so is uncom-

fortable. 

 

 

 

Sundays at 10 am — We continue to 

celebrate Morning Prayer via the Zoom 

videoconferencing platform. Virtual coffee 

hour begins at 9:30 am, EXCEPT on 

Sunday, Nov. 8, when a Stewardship 

Zoom coffee hour will begin at 11:30 

am. See the weekly e-news for how to 

connect by Zoom or dial in using your 

phone.  

Sundays at 2 pm — Our contemplative 

outdoor service, which has been held at 4 

pm since August, has moved to 2 pm to 

accommodate the shorter days. Remem-

ber chair and mask. 

Sunday, Nov. 15, at 2 pm — Early 

Thanksgiving outdoor service (in place of 

contemplative service), combined with 

Stewardship Sunday, when parishioners 

who wish may return completed pledge 

forms in person. 

Sunday, Nov. 22, at 4 pm — Manches-

ter’s traditional ecumenical Thanksgiving 

service will be held this year on Zoom. If 

you’d like to take part in this free, virtual 

service, simply register online at 

myshul.org.  

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays, 7:30 pm — Compline is 

held via Zoom. 

Most Thursdays, 9:30 am — Morning 

Devotions are livestreamed. The service is 

available later on St. Mary’s Facebook 

page. 

 

Remember:  A special Stewardship 

Zoom coffee hour will be held on Sun-

day, Nov. 8, at 11:30 after Morning Pray-

er. No 9:30 coffee hour that day. 

You Answered the Call! 
ern Massachusetts. Rich is a trained inter-

preter of the CAT. During this session, 

Rich presented in detail the data analysis 

resulting from your responses.  

Next steps: 

Work Ahead for the Vestry 

As you can imagine, there is a significant 

amount of information for the Vestry to 

digest so they can understand what your 

responses are telling us about St. Mary’s. 

They will spend time in the weeks ahead 

examining, discussing, and reflecting on 

the report—listening to you—to determine 

the highest priorities for the months 

ahead. 

Presentation to You 

In normal times, a parish meeting would 

be held to present the results to the whole 

congregation, with an opportunity for 

questions and discussion. We very much 

wish this could happen. However, since 

we are unable to meet in person at this 

time and a Zoom option is not available 

for everyone, we plan to provide a reada-

ble, comprehensive summary of the CAT 

findings to parishioners electronically and 

in paper copy. 

Thank you again for taking the time to 

participate in this important opportunity. 

Your voice does matter!  

 

 

By the CAT team: Jo-Ann Swanson, 

Joy Dorin, Andrea Burr 

We are very grateful to all who complet-

ed the Church Assessment Tool (CAT). A 

total of 97 questionnaires were received 

of 166 distributed—an extremely high 

return according to Holy Cow, the con-

sulting group that administers the CAT. 

It is very clear—you care about St. Mary’s 

and you want leadership to know what 

matters most to you about the church 

and your faith life. 

Now what? 

The first step: 

Presentation to the Vestry 

On Saturday, Oct. 17, the Vestry partici-

pated in a Zoom presentation by The 

Rev. Dr. Richard W. Simpson, Canon to 

the Ordinary, Episcopal Diocese of West-
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Love of Life, Love of Church 

By Noreen Kirk 

There are some people in the world who 

have a gift for getting the most out of life. 

Longtime St. Mary’s parishioner Dot Garri-

son is surely one of them. Dot, who will 

celebrate her 95th birthday on Nov. 21, has 

always been an energetic person who loved 

to have fun. Friends from church praise her 

“free spirit,” her “pep” and her “warm per-

sonality.” For decades, Dot shared that en-

ergy and spirit generously with St. Mary’s. 

Early Years 

Mary “Dot” Kramer and her family began 

attending St. Mary’s when Dot was a young 

teenager. She was confirmed and attended 

Sunday School here and, on June 15, 1946, 

she and Weyant Garrison were married in 

the “old church” by the Rev. Alfred Lock 

Williams. Dot and Weyant would go on to 

have two daughters, Linda and Marion. 

Both girls also grew up at St. Mary’s and 

were married here in the late 1960s. “St. 

Mary’s has been a special part of life for all 

of us,” says Marion Garrison McGinn, 

whose husband is a retired Episcopal priest. 

“When we mention St. Mary’s now, we al-

most want to make a little bow.” 

Mutual Dedication 

Dot was an active member of St. Mary’s. For 

several years she taught the Kindergarten 

Sunday School class. In later years, she took 

part in the Sunday morning Adult Forum. 

During her many years as an Altar Guild 

team leader, she was known to be knowl-

edgeable, precise, a talented flower arranger 

and an excellent teacher of new guild mem-

bers. 

One of the projects she was best known for 

was coordinating the cookie table at the 

annual Christmas in New England Fair. “I 

would call people and ask them to bake 

cookies,” Dot recalls. “I made at least 100 

calls every year. I called every woman in the 

church and checked off the ones who were 

going to bake.” Marion says her mother ran 

the cookie project with the precision of a 

“military operation.” The cookie table was 

always a huge success. 

 

Over the years, St. Mary’s continued to be a 

mainstay for Dot and her family. Dot’s par-

ents were buried from St. Mary’s. When Wey-

ant died at the relatively young age of 54, 

Marion says, “St. Mary’s was wonderfully 

supportive of my mother during that time.” 

Indomitable Spirit 

The two years that followed Weyant’s death 

were hard. “I was very lonely,” Dot says. “For 

two years, I practically never left the house.” 

But then a friend, Irene, who had lost her 

husband at about the same time, suggested 

Dot join her at a weekly singles dance. Dot 

had always loved to dance, so she agreed to 

go. “I went dancing every week for years after 

that,” Dot says. The man who became her 

dance partner also became a dear compan-

ion, and they traveled and enjoyed life to-

gether for 20 years. 

In 2015, Dot even wrote a book—a memoir 

chronicling her life. She made copies for 

friends and family members. 

A family story beautifully illustrates Dot’s 

mischievous, fun-loving personality. One 

Halloween, Dot drove to Cape Cod, where 

Marion, her husband and their children live. 

There, she put on a costume, complete with a 

scary mask, and joined other trick-or-

treaters at Marion’s front door. But Dot 

didn’t leave when the others did. “Instead, 

she just hung around,” Marion says. “We 

didn’t know who she was and actually got 

a little nervous about this creepy trick-or-

treater who wouldn’t leave. After an hour 

or so my brother-in-law discovered her 

car parked down the street and told us it 

was someone we knew. My sister eventu-

ally guessed correctly. We all got a huge 

laugh out of it!” 

For many years, Dot worked in the office 

of a Manchester chiropractor. She proudly 

describes how she walked to work every 

day from her home near Waddell School 

to the doctor’s office on Oakland Street—

quite a distance. For several years, St. 

Mary’s parishioner Florence Bickley also 

worked in the office. In true Dot fashion, 

she didn’t retire until she was 80 years 

old. 

For Dot’s 95th birthday on Nov. 21, her 

family is inviting friends to drop by her 

front porch between 1 and 3 pm to say 

hello and take a cupcake. Birthday cards 

can be mailed to Dot at 13C Carver Lane, 

Manchester, CT 06040. It would make 

Dot happy to hear from folks at St. Mary’s. 

“I loved that church,” she says, “and I still 
do.” 

People’s History Project 

Dot and husband Weyant Garrison 

in the doorway of St. Mary’s “old 

church” on their wedding day. 

Dot in a recent family photo. 
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Stewardship: A Letter from Rev. Ann 

Dearly Beloved in Christ,  

“Growing Our Faith Through Prayer, Service & Generosity” is a fitting theme for this year’s stewardship campaign. What a “growing” year 
it’s been! The coronavirus pandemic has brought great disruptions, losses and anxieties, to be sure. But I believe it has led us to grow in new 
ways—making us stronger, more resilient and even more connected than before. Members of St. Mary’s have risen to the challenge and 
discovered new ways to use the gifts God has given them to serve God’s mission, our church and our community. Some examples of this: 

• Made fabric masks and distributed them free to parishioners and the community; 

• Participated in leadership training to further the grass roots social-justice efforts of the Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance        

(GHIAA); 

• Organized and contributed to drive-through food drives to stock community food pantries; 

• Created hand-knitted hats, scarves, mittens, blankets and prayer shawls and donated them to people in need; and 

• Created an art installation on the church lawn affirming our baptismal vow to “strive for justice and peace among all people, and re-
spect the dignity of every human being.” 

 

We deeply appreciate everything parishioners are doing to serve our church and our community. 

While we’ve been unable to gather in person, the usual focus on weekly worship has been spread throughout the week. We found ways to 

gather virtually, worship in different ways, pray for one another and reach out to the community. For example, we have: 

• Partnered with Concordia Lutheran Church for virtual Sunday worship services; 

• Offered virtual Compline or “Night Prayers” at least four nights weekly, led by a number of parishioners; 

• Livestreamed or recorded weekly Morning Devotions from the chapel, with help from our “Tech Team”; 

• Begun a weekly Contemplative Prayer service, Sunday afternoons, held outside on the lawn (following all precautions); and 

• Reached out regularly to parishioners through phone calls by vestry members and others, helping to stay connected during this unusu-
al time. 

Parishioners’ efforts to further St. Mary’s mission and to help one another are inspiring as we plan our work together for 2021. But we still 

have many questions to ask and answer.  How are we formed and led into relationship with each other as we share our gifts with the world 

and especially the greater Manchester community? How will you discover and use the gifts God has given you? How will you hear the Gos-

pel call to seek and serve Christ in all people, and respond with generosity? Are we open and committed to seriously serving in a new way?   

As vestry has reported to the parish for at least the last two years, our financial outlook is poor, and we are concerned about our sustainabil-

ity. In the coming year, we will need to do serious soul-searching about our future—who we are, our mission, and more. But God’s work 

does not stop as we try to figure this out. We still need to carry on ministries and care for one another and our community, striving to show 

God’s love to all. And we can’t do it without you.  

We are the stewards of God’s manifold grace because we give to the world from what we have received. We are indeed “Growing Our Faith 

Through Prayer, Service & Generosity.” 

Your stewardship committee will soon send you a packet with an appeal and your pledge card. I invite you to receive this with grace and 

prayer as you consider how you will share with God and God’s Church from what you have received. 

In the spirit of generosity and love, 

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson, Rector 
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Stewardship: The Campaign Begins 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever 

gift each of you has received. 

– 1 PETER 4:10 

“The time is out of joint…” laments Hamlet in the great Shakespearian tragedy of the same name.  Surely, we 

feel that way as well in these uncertain and difficult times.  Yet as people of faith we continue to be reassured of 

God’s abundant love that surrounds us.  We witness that love made manifest in our own St. Mary’s community when some make 

masks to protect us, some gather on Sundays and at other times to worship virtually, some create beautiful prayer shawls to comfort 

those in need, some participate in food drives for the hungry, some meet regularly to find ways to keep us all connected and many 

pray daily at home for our beloved community and the world around us.   God is surely with us in these times.    

This is also the time each year that we reflect on the ways in which we have been blessed, and in thanksgiving, return a portion of all 

we have to support our St. Mary’s community and God’s work in the world.   More than ever, our community of faith and the world 

around us need the love and generosity that through the years our faithful people have provided.  The theme for this year’s Steward-

ship Campaign is “Growing our Faith through Prayer, Service and Generosity.”   Soon you will be receiving more details about this 

year’s campaign and will have the opportunity to hear from our own parishioners about their experiences of growing their faith 

through these challenging times.   

We encourage you over the next few weeks to begin thinking about the ways in which God’s love has been made real for you 

through St. Mary’s community in the past year.   Reflect on how being a member of St. Mary’s has made a difference in your life and 

the lives of those around you and how you can respond to God’s abundant love.  Then, at this extraordinary time in your life and the 

life of our beloved faith community, please support God’s work in the world in the coming year with a gift/pledge to St. Mary’s. 

 

 

• St. Mary’s Zoom Coffee hour after service on 11/8 at 11:30 am. 

• Early Thanksgiving Outdoor service on 11/15 at 2 pm,  Drop off your pledge certificate and stay for a short 
afternoon service. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to St. Mary’s pianist Kelly 

Sharp on her one-year anniversary with us. 

We all enjoyed Kelly’s beautiful music when we could gather in church. 

Since the pandemic necessitated a shift to virtual worship, Kelly has 

been recording music and sending it to Rev. Ann to be played during 

Sunday services. Kelly has also recorded music for special occasions, 

including our  Oct. 4 celebration of St. Mary’s Day and the remem-

brance of Dotti Cannon. 

Thank you, Kelly, for enhancing our worship with music. 
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Clergy Appreciation 
October 11 was “Clergy Appreciation Sun-

day.” During the St. Mary’s/Concordia 

Zoom worship on Sunday, Oct. 18, when 

both churches’ could be present, St. Mary’s 

Senior Warden Mechelle Olórtegui and 

Concordia Council President Mark Winzler 

offered these comments and a prayer: 

 

“Besides ourselves, all of us know people, 

whether family, friends, acquaintances, or 

co-workers who have been deeply impacted 

by these COVID-times which continue to 

cause stress and uncertainty.   

 “Parishioners in any church, yes, even in 

our two parishes, sometimes hold clergy to 

higher expectations than we hold one an-

other.  In light of that, we sometimes we 

forget that, as fellow children of God, 

clergy are not immune from the impact 

of these COVID times….especially as 

daily they serve God’s Church in new, 

different and unexpected ways since mid

-March. 

“And so, today, corporately we pause to 

say a simple, but heartfelt ‘thanks’ to 

Rector Ann Lovejoy Johnson and Pastor 

John Marschhausen for serving as our 

spiritual leaders, particularly during 

these trying, uncertain and stressful 

times for all of us. 

 “We pray: 

 

Loving God, 

Thank you for being our shield and 

strength. You are a God of compassion 

and faithfulness.  

“During this challenging time, please 

protect, nourish and sustain Rector 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson and Pastor John 

Marschhausen and other church lead-

ers through the work of your Holy Spir-

it.  

“May they find rest and encouragement 

in your loving care. In Jesus’ holy 

name.  

Amen.”    

Creative, Caring Hands Carry on 

Members of St. Mary’s Creative, Caring Hands group can’t hold their weekly 

meetings in the church right now. But, weather permitting, they gather—

socially distant—in the parking lot for crafting and fellowship. On hand one 

recent sunny day were (l-r) Donna Indomenico, Ruth McElraevy, Lynda 

Wodopian and Hazel Moulton. 

Gather Virtually 
with GHIAA Nov. 12 

St. Mary’s is among the 35 multi-faith con-

gregations and allied organizations that 

are part of the Greater Hartford Interfaith 

Action Alliance. GHIAA works at the grass 

roots level to address social justice issues. 

GHIAA’s next large scale Action will be 

held virtually on Nov. 12 at 7 pm. Three 

crucial issues are up for action: repealing 

welfare liens, passing clean slate legisla-

tion, and declaring racism a public health 

crisis. We are asked to have a powerful 

turn out from each institution. This action 

will be successful with ORGANIZED PEO-

PLE. That's us! 

Since this event is virtual, there is no travel 

involved. You can Zoom in right from 

home. We need to have our headcount by 

the end of the week in order to make a 

short "roll call" video to upload in advance 

of the Action. If you are able to take part, 

please use the link provided in the Oct. 22 

issue of St. Mary’s e-news or contact Rev. 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson at                           

revalovejoy@gmail.com 
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God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

 

 

While our building is closed, please watch your weekly emails (or 

postal mailings) for information about worship. 

 

• On Sundays at 10 am, Morning Prayer is held via Zoom. Zoom 

coffee hour begins at 9:30 am. 

• On Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 pm, 

Compline is held via Zoom. 

• On most Thursdays, Morning Devotions are livestreamed at 

9:30 am and are available later on St. Mary’s Facebook page. 

• On Sundays at 2 pm, a contemplative prayer service is held 

outdoors on the Church Street lawn. Bring chair and mask. 

 

Please join us. 

A Meditation 

 
Children of God 
 
When we acknowledge our need for God and our oneness with all humanity, we no longer need to justify our-
selves. We will be able to drop all comparisons with others. This is the foundation of the gift of humility: to recog-
nize that God is God, and that we are not God. 

-Br. David Vryhof 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist 

 
Submitted by Deacon Emeritus Karen Fedorchak 

We gathered outside on Sunday, 

Oct. 4, for a special service to cele-

brate St. Mary’s Day and pay tribute 

to longtime parishioner Dotti Can-

non, who died last summer. 


