
Anti-racism Program 
Continues 
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Three Manchester-area 

churches—Concordia Lu-

theran Church, Emanuel 

Lutheran Church and St. 

Mary's Episcopal Church—

are collaborating to sponsor 

“Let’s Talk About It,” a three

-part documentary film se-

ries and discussion on rac-

ism in America. The pro-

grams are open to all mem-

bers of the community.  

The series kicked off on 

Sept. 26 with a screening of 

a 2008 film titled  “Traces of 

the Trade: A Story from the 

Deep North,” which ex-

plored one New England 

family’s involvement in the 

slave trade and slavery’s role 

in the American economy. 

The series will continue on 

Oct. 24 and Nov. 28. On 

each date, there will be two 

identical programs: one at 

noon at St. Mary’s (brown 

bag lunch) and the other at 

6:30 p.m. at Concordia. 

Each film will be followed by 

45 minutes of conversation. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 24, 

participants will view seven 

very short films (five to sev-

en minutes each) that are 

part of a New York Times 

series called “A Conversa-

tion on Race.” This series of 

short films features every-

day people as they discuss 

issues of race and identity in 

America. There will be time 

for reflection and discussion 

after each film. The New 

York Times published the  

 

mini-films online between 

2015 and 2017. Titles to be 

screened on Oct. 24 are: 

 A Conversation With 

My Black Son (5 min.) 

 A Conversation About 

Growing Up Black (5 

min.) 

 A Conversation With 

White People on Race 

(5 min.) 

 A Conversation With 

Police on Race (7 min.) 

 A Conversation With 

Black Women on Race 

(6 min.) 

 A Conversation With 

Latinos on Race (7 

min.) 

 A Conversation With 

Asian-Americans on 

Race (7 min.) 

The Nov. 28 films will be 

announced soon. 

For more information, con-

tact the churches: 

Concordia 860.649.5311 

Emanuel 860.643.1193 

St. Mary’s 860.649.4583  

 

 

  

Race: 

Let’s Talk 

About It. 
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By Mechelle OlÓrtegui 

St. Mary's Annual Giving Campaign will 

kick off on Sunday, Oct. 14. We will have 

ONE combined service, at 9 a.m., which 

will be followed by brunch.  Three weeks 

later, on Sunday, Nov. 4, we will wrap up 

and celebrate with pie.  

Before and during the campaign, we will 

hear from our community partners and 

parishioners about Why St. Mary’s Mat-

ters. The first speaker will be Brittany Hall, 

coordinator of the Family Resource Center 

at Bennet Academy. She will join us on 

Sunday, Oct. 7, at the 9 a.m. service. The 

Bennet FRC is one of our key community 

partners. Please plan to be on hand on Oct. 

7 to hear Brittany’s perspective on what St. 

Mary’s means to the students and families 

the FRC serves.  

Stewardship Campaign     
Kick-off Planned 

Celtic Vespers Returns Oct. 28 
By Valerie Huestis 

On Sunday, Oct. 28, at 7 p.m., St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Church will offer Celtic Vespers, 

a nondenominational candlelight service 

featuring prayers and music of Ireland, 

Scotland, England and Wales. The service 

is open to the public.  

Christianity flourished throughout the 

British Isles for many centuries, empha-

sizing a sense of God’s nearness and the 

love of creation (nature) as God’s gift. This 

vesper service, steeped in tradition, invites 

one to enter into a place of quiet, prayer 

and reflection and offers an opportunity to 

light a candle in remembrance. The ser-

vice will feature music by Wild Notes, an 

ensemble comprising Kasha Breau, harp; 

John Kalinowski, concertina and accordi-

on; and Mickey Koth, fiddle, flute, record-

er and whistle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s is built on land donated by the 

Cheney family, owners of the historic 

Manchester silk mills. The chancel of the 

“old” St. Mary’s, which was completed in 

1883, contains Tiffany windows and 

unique American chestnut wall panels. 

The “new” St. Mary’s, which was built in 

1955, has a stone from Scotland’s famous 

Iona Abbey embedded in its Nativity 

Chapel altar. 

We invite you, your family and friends to 

join us as we seek a sense of wholeness 

and peace in these turbulent times. A 

reception with light refreshments will 

immediately follow the service. 

For more information, call St. Mary’s at 

860.649.4583 or visit 

www.stmarysct.org. 

Members of Wild Notes are, clock-

wise from upper left, Kasha Breau, 

John Kalinowski and Mickey Koth. 

CROP Walk Against 
Hunger 

Is Oct. 28 
 

Church World Services’ annual 

CROP Hunger Walk raises mon-

ey with the goal of ending hun-

ger at home and around the 

world. In Manchester, the walk 

begins at 1 p.m. at Center Con-

gregational Church (registration 

is at 12:30.) Walkers will walk 

down Main Street to St. 

Bridget’s Church and back. 

For more information: 

Centerchurchpastor@att.net 



V o l u m e 10 ,   N u m b e r 10  Page 3 

Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing Kicks off 

Oct. 14 

juice, crackers, coffee & tea, etc. A sign

-up sheet will be available to donate a 

frozen turkey, baked item (homemade 

or store bought) or to help on Delivery 

Day, which will be Sunday, Nov. 18th.  

 

St. Mary’s annual Thanksgiving Sea-

sonal Sharing effort will begin on 

Sunday, Oct. 14. 

We are once again supporting up-

wards of 30 families from Bennet 

Academy and MACC who are in need 

of assistance this holiday season. 

We are seeking donations of non-

perishable food items for Thanksgiv-

ing and a week’s worth of grocer-

ies.  This includes stuffing, cranberry 

sauce, gravy, canned fruit & veggies, 

pasta & sauce, cereal, tuna, bottled 

Produce Sunday, when we can ac-

cept fresh fruits and vegetables, will 

be Nov. 11.    

Questions? See Sarah Tierinni or 

Janet Platz. And thanks again for 

your generosity to those in need in 

our community. 

 

 

 

Regional Confirmation Activities 

Youth from St. Mary’s and five other Episcopal churches are part of a regional confirmation group of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut. 

Mentors at St. Mary’s are Andrea Burr and Mary Covello. On Sept. 30, the group had its first missional outing. Fourteen youth and 10 adult 

leaders and mentors traveled to Old Trinity Church in Brooklyn, Conn. It is the oldest continually standing church building in the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut. The church was built by slaves who were forced to attend worship and sat segregated in the balcony. In the balcony 

woodwork are carvings done by the slaves. The confirmation group was invited to “bear witness” to our history and honor the lives of those 

who were enslaved. The group also viewed the documentary Traces of the Trade and had conversation following. St. Mary’s Rector Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson says “It was amazing to engage young people in conversation about our terrible history, our confusing present time, and 

ask how are we called to Christ’s mission of reconciliation.” 

Youth from St. Mary’s who are part of the Regional Confirmation group are, from left, Jacob Mercier, 

Nyasia Price, Logan Tomic, Janna Hart and (not pictured) Avery Mercier. For additional photos, see p. 4. 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule  

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays 

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist (Exception: On Oct. 14, we will have ONE com-

bined service, at 9 a.m., to kick off our Stewardship Campaign. 

Brunch will follow.) 

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist (with music) 

Christian Formation classes following the 9 a.m. service 

 

Tuesdays 

7 p.m. Evening Prayer 

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 9 a.m. 

service. The youth of the church take a special role in the service. 

Use AmazonSmile every day because every bit counts to help 

support the missions at St. Mary’s 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation do-

nates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases 

to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR 

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Regional Confirmation 

Clockwise from top right,  Logan Tomic and Janna Hart work on clay 

masks during an activity at St. John’s, Vernon. The group on the lawn of 

Old Trinity Church, Brooklyn. The group inside Old Trinity Church on 

Sept. 30 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

