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By Noreen Kirk 

As Episcopalians, we pledge 

in our Baptismal Covenant to 

“strive for justice and peace 

among all people, and respect 

the dignity of every human 

being.” (BCP p. 305)   Now St. 

Mary’s is expressing that 

pledge through an art installa-

tion on the church grounds. 

It consists of doors contain-

ing the message, “God’s 

Doors Are Open to All” and 

“Black Lives Matter.” Nu-

merous parishioners creat-

ed and erected the doors. 

Special thanks to Randy 

Brown and Ralph Sullivan 

for engineering and in-

stalling the project 

(investing well over 30 

hours!) and Jo-Ann Swan-

son for painting the vivid 

lettering. The installation 

was completed on Sept. 26.  

See p. 8 for photo of the 

completed project. 

Clockwise from top 

left: Ralph and 

Randy sink posts to 

hold the doors; 

affixing doors to 

the frame; Jo-Ann 

Swanson, Randy 

Brown, Ralph Sulli-

van and Rector 

Ann Lovejoy John-

son  as the project 

nears completion 

on Sept. 26. 
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Financial Summary 

August 2020 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Income:  

• Please note: A new row reporting pledge income has been added to this table. Pledge income is a subset of total income.   

• In comparison to July, total income was up slightly – the result of two rental payments for 33 Park Street, which offset the drop 

in pledge income for the month.    

• Year-to-date, total income is tracking at a higher level than projected — 77.3% — because of the PPP loan and unrestricted be-

quests (see notes below); as a result, St. Mary’s is in a strong cash position, which hides the fact that income sources other than 

pledge income (parish events, plate offerings, Iglesias rental) have been diminished due to the need to close the church building 

in mid-March.  

 

Expenses: 

• In comparison to July, expenses were down because there were two pay periods in August versus three in July.    

• Year-to-date, expenses are tracking slightly below where they were projected to be at this point in the year.                                                                                                                

 

Net-Surplus/Loss: 

• For the month, there was a loss of $7,201.  

• Year-to-date, there is a surplus of $23,387. If not for the non-recurring and unrestricted bequests and the PPP loan, the year-to- 

date loss would be $56,455.  

 

Notes: 

• A special thank you to all who are continuing to pledge; it is so appreciated!  Pledge payments are an important source of income 

as they help us cover our fixed expenses while the building is closed and, as a result, other income-producing activities that rely 

on the use of the building have been reduced.     

• As the monthly summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the 2020 operating budget includes the following items: 

 

On the income side:   

• $225,000 in projected pledge income  

• $32,889 in miscellaneous income, the combination of the remainder of the Dick Truwhella non-recurring and unrestricted be-

quest, and several other previous non-recurring and unrestricted bequests  

• $40,000 in building use, which includes a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street 

• $44,910 from the SBA’s Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) for a forgivable loan to cover eight weeks of salary, salary-related 

expenses and utility costs due to a projected loss of income from COVID-19 

 

On the expense side:  

• A reduction in salary expenses due to reduced hours for the Parish Administrator and Sexton 

• A reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums for medical and dental insurance 

 

  Previous Month-
July 

Current 
Month-
August 

Year-to-Date (8 
mo., 67% of the 
year) 

2020 Budget Year-to-
Date % of 
Budget 

Total Income $19,389 $19,893 $257,527 $333,328 77.3% 

Pledge Income $15,291 $13,612 $141,022 $225,000 62.7% 

Total Expenses $29,794 $27,094 $234,139 $357,308 65.5% 

Net Surplus (Loss) ($10,405) ($7,201) $23,387 ($23,980) -97.5% 
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Afternoon Outdoor Service Continues 
In August St. Mary’s began holding an 

outdoor, contemplative prayer service at 4 

pm on the Church Street lawn. The service 

will continue to be held each Sunday at  at 

least through October. 

Parishioners are asked to bring their own 

chairs and masks to the prayer service and 

maintain social distance guidelines. 

The service includes readings, prayers, 

time for quiet reflection and, afterwards, 

fellowship. 

This is an opportunity for us to pray to-

gether in person while COVID requires 

our building to be closed. Hope to see you 

there! 

Handcrafting Comfort and Warmth 
By Donna Indomenico 

The Creative Caring Hands group met a number of times during the past months, sitting socially distant outside the church in lawn chairs to 

continue to knit and crochet colorful prayer shawls, hats, mittens and scarves. The CCH group of Ruth McElraevy, Betty Balkan, Lynda 

Wodopian, Hazel Moulton and I, completed many handcrafted items to be distributed and donated this fall. 

A number of hats, mittens and scarves will hang on our Park Street 

clothesline for those in need of warm winter outer wear.  Some 

scarves and hats will be donated to the annual Seamen's Institute 

Christmas at Sea Project for mariners who spend long, cold months 

aboard ships far away from their homes. Colorful prayer shawls will 

provide comfort to dealing with health issues. And handcrafted 

baby afghans and hats will be given to the Manchester Memorial 

Hospital Birthing Center. All the items have been blessed by Rev. 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson. 

It has been a time of warm fellowship for the group to meet and to 

complete these handcrafted items.  While I’m not sure what the 

future will bring, I am sure our group will continue to knit and cro-

chet at home throughout the winter months until we can meet again 

in the Guild Room.   

CCH members Lynda Wodopian, Donna Indomenico and 

Ruth McElreavey display some of the group’s creations. 

St. Mary’s Day Celebration Is Oct. 4, 4 pm 

Our St. Mary’s Day celebration, which was 

postponed in August due to weather, will 

be held on Sunday, Oct. 4, at 4 pm (in 

place of the contemplative service) on the 

Church Street lawn, near the Memorial 

Garden. 

It will include a remembrance of longtime 

parishioner Dottie Cannon.  

Please bring your own chair and 

wear a mask. 

Pat Zurcher, left, and Linda 

Lasko created a lovely cross 

of flowers for the St. Mary’s 

day celebration originally 

scheduled for August. 

They’ll recreate it for Oct. 

4! 
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This article, by Holly Mthethwa, is from the 

website www.crosswalk.com.  It was submit-

ted by St. Mary’s Senior Warden and Stew-

ardship Chair, Mechelle Olórtegui. 

“Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 

law.”— Romans 13:10 

Striving to keep the twin commandments to 

love God with all our being and love our 

neighbors as ourselves, we naturally care for 

the common good. We learn that what af-

fects one really affects us all. 

+++++++++ 

You shall love your neighbor as your-

self.” —Mark 12:31 

This is probably one of the most quoted 

statements in the bible. It can be found in 

numerous places throughout scripture, and 

we reference it frequently. But, do we really 

know what it actually means to love our 

neighbors as ourselves? And, could it be, 

that we actually love some of our neighbors 

differently than we love ourselves? 

Some find it easy to love the elderly man 

with tattered jeans, ruffled hair, and a hand-

scratched sign begging for help. Others find 

it easy to love the orphan with the bloated 

belly who isn’t even old enough to beg. Oth-

er people’s hearts are broken for the women 

who are forced by life’s circumstances into 

the grips of prostitution. Some find it diffi-

cult to love the neighbor who is sitting in 

the pew right next to them. Others find it 

difficult to love the neighbor who is sitting 

in a different pew, in a different Church that 

doesn’t hold to the same biblical viewpoints. 

Others find it difficult to love the white man 

who works on Wall Street, the black man in 

political office, the Hispanic woman who’s 

risen up the corporate ladder, or the Mus-

lim woman who’s fighting for her rights. 

Some find it difficult to love the foreigners 

among us. 

I’m certain that all of us identify with a 

group of people from a particular life circum-

stance or background and are filled with 

compassion and love for them. We find it 

easy to love those neighbors as we love our-

selves. 

I’m also certain that all of us struggle—or 

have struggled—truly loving our neighbor, 

because our neighbor takes on many forms. 

Our neighbor is the woman we call a gossip 

who worships right beside us, the young teen 

who graffitis the neighborhood playground, 

the teacher whose curriculum we question, 

and the man who attends a church that’s not 

in our denomination. 

The issue isn’t who our neighbor is and who 

we’re supposed to love. The issue is our 

hearts. Who are we? And, are we willing to 

show love, mercy, and compassion? Will we 

get caught up in who we should help and 

love, how often we’re supposed to, and how 

much; or will we simply allow the Holy Spir-

it to work through us? 

We don’t have to confuse unity and love with-

in the body of Christ with passivity and uni-

formity. We’re all different and at different 

places in our walk with the Lord. He’s work-

ing on each of us. We can be united in love 

and still stand firm in our beliefs and chal-

lenge one another to rise above. 

We’re not always moved by compassion for 

people, especially the difficult people in our 

lives, but here are seven practical ways we 

can actually love our neighbors.  Let’s write 

these seven declarations on our hearts and 

commit to being people who fight against 

bondage, injustice, and the principalities of 

darkness as opposed to one another. 

In loving my neighbor as myself, I declare the 

following 7 ways to show love to my neighbor 

as I do myself: 

1. I'll See My Neighbor 

I will love my neighbors, whoever they are, 

by truly seeing them. I will look past the obvi-

ous, the outer shell, and I will look into their 

eyes, their hearts, and their circumstances. If 

I am blinded by my own bitterness or anger, I 

will beg God to give me His eyes to see His 

beloved creation as He does. 

2. I'll Ask for Forgiveness and Offer 

it 

I’ll ask for forgiveness for the strongholds 

within my own heart that keep me from 

sympathizing with or loving another. If I 

am closed off or indifferent towards a 

particular person or people group, I’ll 

confess it before the Lord and ask for His 

forgiveness. If I need to ask for for-

giveness from my neighbor, I’ll humble 

myself and apologize. 

If I need to extend forgiveness towards a 

particular person or people group, I’ll 

extend it. 

3. I'll Pray 

I’ll love my neighbors by praying for 

them—even if it’s through gritted teeth at 

first. I’ll beg God to give me a sincere 

heart, and I will petition and pray until I 

am sincere. I will pray for my neighbors’ 

circumstances, salvation, and walk with 

the Lord. I’ll pray for the everyday and the 

momentous. I will pray for my neighbors, 

especially the ones I least want to pray for. 

4. I'll Rejoice and Mourn 

I will walk alongside my neighbors. I will 

rejoice when they rejoice and mourn when 

they mourn. I will align my spirit with 

theirs as I say, “I’ll give thanks with you 

and I’ll cry with you.” I’ll bear the burden 

of the pain and anguish, because I know 

that Christ is the ultimate burden-bearer, 

and I’ll shout for joy in tandem with their 

cries of thanksgiving and praise. 

5. I'll Learn and Be Teachable 

Christ’s ways are often hard and challeng-

ing, and I’ll choose the harder path. I’ll be 

teachable, and I’ll learn. I’ll allow my 

neighbors to challenge my heart without 

taking offense or becoming bitter. I’ll be 

teachable and moldable. I’ll accept con-

structive criticism as the pathway that 

draws me closer to Christ. I won’t be self-

righteous or act like a know-it-all. 

Continued on p. 4 

 

7 Ways to Love Your      

Neighbor As Yourself 
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The Wisdom and Courage to                                  

Gain a New Vision 

By The Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson 

More and more my 

conversations with 

people turn to topics 

of how to be calm, 

how to lower anxiety, 

and how to handle all 

the challenges we may be experiencing or 

see around us. 

We don’t need reminding that these are 

difficult times. We do, however, need re-

minding that God is with us, and we can 

trust—even if only in a small measure, 

moment by moment—that God is granting 

us the wisdom and courage for the living 

of this hour, as we pray in the great hymn.  

Whatever we can do to lower our anxiety, 

we should do (along as it’s safe and not in 

excess)! We need to use every tool in our 

toolbox—for parenting, for managing 

stress, for getting through lonely or bor-

ing days, for dealing with whatever we 

may be struggling with right now. 

We need to be calm enough, and have 

lower anxiety so our vision can clear, and 

we can see what is right in front of us to 

see—about ourselves, our church, our 

nation, our planet. In these peculiar and 

difficult times we need one another. We 

need to see our inter-connectedness. This 

feels essential to our living into a new 

vision—God’s vision—of better times, of a 

just world, of seeing with eyes wide open.  

How we live is determined by what we 

see, what is revealed to us, with our eyes 

wide open. “Sometimes it just happens. 

Our eyes are opened. We see something 

we didn’t see before.” (Bishop Mariann 

Budde, March 22, 2020).  

What are you seeing around you? What 

vision is God calling us to? And how will 

we answer this call? We seemed to be 

trying to stand still and wait for this virus 

to “blow over” and be a forgotten part of 

the past. That’s not happening. Now, as 

schools are open, and phase 3 re-opening 

in our state is planned, we are moving in 

some direction that we wish would feel 

normal. We are realizing we cannot stand 

still, eyes closed, passively waiting. 

God is giving us the wisdom, courage, 

generosity and vision for the living of this 

hour. This is what we need to be remind-

ed of: God is with us in this time, blessing 

us with new vision.  

   Ann 

7 Ways to Love Your Neighbor (Continued from p. 4) 
6. I'll Ask Hard Questions About My-

self 

I’ll ask myself hard questions. Why do I think 

the way that I think? Why do I behave the 

way that I behave? Was that right? Was that 

Christ-like? I won’t accept the status quo and 

will ask myself if I’m really living in accord-

ance with the teachings of Christ or if I’m 

confused. 

7. I'll Refuse to Be Judgemental but I 

Will Spur Others to be Like Christ 

God calls us to spur others on to become 

more Christ-like, but, again, our heart issues 

often get in the way. We take it to ex-

tremes—we often become self-righteous and 

judgmental or we refuse to point out areas in 

others’ lives where God wants to bring free-

dom and truth. 

I declare that I will love my neighbor by 

refusing to house a judgmental spirit. I re-

fuse to focus on the sin in my neighbor’s life 

as opposed to the sin in my own. I will, how-

ever, be bold enough to challenge my neigh-

bor in love and to pray for areas of bondage, 

pain, injustice, and sin in his life. I will love 

my neighbor by understanding that love 

doesn’t always feel fuzzy, but often challeng-

es and calls out something greater so that he 

can experience the fullness of Christ. 

Thomas Merton, Trappist Monk and Theologian, on Experiencing a New Vision 

“In Louisville, at the corner of Fourth and Walnut, in the center of the shopping district, I was suddenly overwhelmed with the reali-

zation that I loved all those people, that they were mine and I theirs, that we could not be alien to one another even though we were 

total strangers. It was like waking from a dream of separateness, of spurious self-isolation in a special world, the world of renuncia-

tion and supposed holiness… This sense of liberation from an illusory difference was such a relief and such a joy to me that I almost 

laughed out loud… I have the immense joy of being man, a member of a race in which God Himself became incarnate. As if the sor-

rows and stupidities of the human condition could overwhelm me, now I realize what we all are. And if only everybody could realize 

this! But it cannot be explained. There is no way of telling people that they are all walking around shining like the sun.” 

       –Thomas Merton, Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander 

        Shared by the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 
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“St. Mary’s Meant So Much to Us” 

By Andrea Burr and Noreen Kirk 

Ellen Tofeldt and Alfred “Al” Schmedding 

met in 1947 as students at Manchester 

High School. They would go on to marry, 

raise a family, pursue careers and friend-

ships, all while being faithful, longtime 

members of the faith community they 

chose as newlyweds: St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church. 

Choosing St. Mary’s 

Ellen Schmedding, now 90, enjoys re-

calling how she and Al first became 

sweethearts. For about a month, he’d 

been watching her as she walked to art 

class, and she noticed him as well. But he 

was afraid to ask her out. Then an oppor-

tunity arose. Ellen had joined a girls club 

that did projects for the war effort, and 

the group held a formal dance, with each 

girl inviting the boy of her choice. “I invit-

ed Al,” Ellen says. “We went to the dance 

and fell in love immediately. He courted 

me for two years, and we married on 

Sept. 17, 1949.” 

The couple were married at Ellen’s par-

ents’ Manchester home in a small cere-

mony with just a few close relatives pre-

sent. Her mother prepared a special din-

ner. Times were lean, but Ellen and Al 

still managed to have a honeymoon. “We 

saved $68 and went to Niagara Falls for 

two nights,” Ellen says. “We just ate ham-

burgers and doughnuts and coffee, no big 

dinners. But we didn’t care; we were in 

love!” 

Both Ellen and Al had been baptized as 

infants, each in a different faith. But their 

families were not churchgoers. In 1950, 

the young couple agreed that they wanted 

to join a church. They went to St. Mary’s 

and met with the rector, the Rev. Alfred 

Williams. They decided that St. Mary’s 

was right for them and began studying 

the faith with two other couples who were 

joining the church. They went on to be 

confirmed and receive their first Holy 

Communion at St. Mary’s. 

A Family and a Move to Manchester 

Ellen worked at The Travelers for four 

years before the couple started their fami-

ly, and Al worked at Pratt & Whitney. They 

were renting a tiny house in Coventry and 

agreed that they would save every penny of 

Ellen’s salary and put it toward buying a 

house in Manchester. In 1956, they, along 

with their two young sons, Thomas and 

David, moved to a house on Walker Street. 

A year later, their daughter, Wendy (now 

Wendy Connolly) was born. Not long after, 

they moved to a house on Gardner Street, 

which Al renovated almost single-

handedly. As her children grew older, El-

len chose to work again. Ultimately, she 

became the manager and buyer for the 

women’s department of Garman’s, a dis-

tinctive clothing store on Main Street in 

Manchester. Ellen hired parishioner An-

drea Burr, then a high school senior, to 

work in the women’s department. They 

have shared a special relationship ever 

since. 

Life at St. Mary’s 

Throughout all the years, the family at-

tended St. Mary’s. “St. Mary’s meant so 

much to us,” Ellen says. “We went every 

Sunday unless we were on vacation or sick. 

We brought all the kids to church, and 

we’d bring them up to the altar with us. 

They’d kneel and the pastor would put 

his hands on their foreheads. So they 

got used to going to the altar.” All three 

children were baptized, attended Sun-

day School, became confirmed and had 

their first Holy Communion at St. 

Mary’s. Their daughter, Wendy, was 

married at St. Mary’s. 

The Schmeddings were active in church 

life. Al, along with Bill Keehner, man-

aged the electrical goods table each year 

for the May Fair. Ellen, who knew an-

tiques, had charge of the table featuring 

high-quality items. She and her friend 

Betty Keehner baked for all the church 

bake sales. Thinking about all the years 

she and Al worked on the May Fair, 

Ellen says, “We just loved all the people 

and the camaraderie of doing it. We 

loved St. Mary’s and all the people in 

it.” 

Ellen has good memories of all the rec-

tors and priests she’s known at St. 

Mary’s. She and Al were fond of Mother 

Beth Hoffman’s down-to-earth ap-

proach and sense of humor. Ellen ap-

preciated all that Rector Paul Briggs did 

for them when Al was failing, and then 

after Al’s death. “He came here on his 

last day [before Paul relocated out of 

state] to say goodbye to me. He helped 

me through this. St. Mary’s always 

helps people.” Ellen first met current 

rector, the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson, 

during a short stay at a nursing facility. 

“I was so happy she sought me out and 

brought me communion. She is won-

derful.” 

Al’s funeral was held at St. Mary’s on 

May 11, 2009—a Wednesday. “On Sun-

day, I got in the car and went right back 

to church,” Ellen recalls. “I said ‘I need 

St. Mary’s.’ I went to the pew where we 

always sat. I looked up at the cross over 

the altar. It gave me such faith and 

hope. I knew where he was.” 

  Continued on p. 7 

People’s History Project 
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Please Complete and Return 

the St. Mary’s CAT 
By now you should have received the 

Church Assessment Tool (CAT). If you 

received it by email, simply click the link to 

complete the questionnaire as soon as pos-

sible and before the window closes October 

6. If you received a paper copy in the mail, 

please complete the questionnaire and 

return it by October 2 using the envelope 

provided—drop it in the mail or in the 

mailbox outside the church office.  

Your honest answers will help lead-

ers gauge the strength, vitality, and 

trends in our church. The information 

you provide will guide our leadership as 

they set priorities for the months ahead 

and develop a strategic plan for the future. 

The CAT is completely anony-

mous! When you click the link in the 

email, you will be re-directed to the site 

of the CAT administrator. If for any rea-

son you prefer taking the CAT using the 

paper copy, please call the office and we 

will be sure to send you a copy. 

We urge everyone to complete the 

questionnaire—our future togeth-

er depends on your participation 

and honest answers.  

Thank you! 

The CAT Team — Jo-Ann Swanson, Joy 

Dorin, Andrea Burr 

A Meditation 

Receive the light. When the darkness 

gathers around you, when you grow 

weary, when your soul aches for the 

peace of years gone by, when you are 

afraid we have lost the trail and are 

walking deeper into the woods: that is 

exactly the time you need to receive the 

light. Don’t hesitate. Don’t doubt that it 

is there for you. Don’t convince yourself 

that this darkness will be an endless 

night. It will not. Remember a lesson 

you learned in your own experience: It 

is when things are darkest that light 

shines most brightly. Even an ember at 

midnight holds the promise of the dawn 

to come. Receive the light. It will restore 

you. It will heal you. It will empower 

you to welcome a new day. And even if 

that day has its own struggles and tests, 

it will be lived in the light, where we can 

see one another, trust one another, and 

do what must be done to reconcile this 

moment to the history we are making. 

Do not be afraid. Receive the light. 

— By Steven Charleston 

Submitted by Deacon Emeritus Karen Fe-

dorchak 

***** 

Karen also recommends an essay 

by Bryan Stevenson on the need 

for mercy, justice and grace. Find 

it at: 

https://cac.org/greater-

proximity-greater-mercy-

2020-09-11/ 

 

Strong Faith 

Ellen doesn’t get out too much these days, 

but she’s still very much part of St. Mary’s. 

She receives the Sunday bulletin by mail 

and reads the whole service each week. She 

enjoys the weekly and monthly newsletters 

and home communion. “Before the pan-

demic, Mary Covello brought me commun-

ion once a month. We would have tea and 

cookies together. I was very grateful for 

Mary during my eye surgery. She was my 

anesthesiologist and held my hand 

through the whole procedure.”  

Ellen’s faith remains strong to this day. 

She prays regularly and says, “I always 

think about St. Mary’s when I pray.” She is 

grateful that she and her beloved hus-

band of nearly 60 years were able to be 

part of St. Mary’s and gain a firm faith 

foundation. Positive, upbeat and happily 

living independently, Ellen says she 

thanks God for her blessings every day. 

“I’ll just go on and on,” she says, “until 

the Lord decides to take me home.” 

“St. Mary’s Meant So Much to Us”  (Continued from p. 6) 

Prayer Shawls Blessed and Ready to Share 

Prayer shawls 

made by St. 

Mary’s Creative, 

Caring Hands 

group were 

blessed during 

Morning Devo-

tions in the chap-

el on Sept. 23 and 

again during 

Sunday worship 

on Sept. 27.  

Shawls may be 

given to anyone 

in need of com-

fort and strength. 

Speak to Rev. 

Ann. 

https://cac.org/greater-proximity-greater-mercy-2020-09-11/
https://cac.org/greater-proximity-greater-mercy-2020-09-11/
https://cac.org/greater-proximity-greater-mercy-2020-09-11/


Worship Schedule  
 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

 

 

While our building is closed, please watch your weekly emails (or 

postal mailings) for information about worship. 

 

• On Sundays at 10 am, Morning Prayer is held via Zoom. Zoom 

coffee hour begins at 9:30 am. 

• On Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 pm, 

Compline is held via Zoom. 

• On most Thursdays, Morning Devotions are livestreamed at 

9:30 am and are available later on St. Mary’s Facebook page. 

• On Sundays at 4 pm, a contemplative prayer service is held 

outdoors on the Church Street lawn. Bring chair and mask. 

 

Please join us. 

Many Thanks to Everyone Who 
Took Part 

“Open Doors” Project            
Completed Sept. 26 

Parish Register Updates 

Burial: 

Mervin L. Clemson – September 19, 2020 


