
Lay Preachers 

Commissioned 

  

H
a

p
p

e
n

in
g

s
 

N
e

w
s

l
e

t
t

e
r

 
o

f
 

S
t

.
 

M
a

r
y
’

s
 

E
p

i
s

c
o

p
a

l
 

C
h

u
r

c
h

,
 

M
a

n
c

h
e

s
t

e
r

,
 

C
T

 
 

Volume 13,  Number 9 

October 2021 

INSIDE 

 

Financial update   2 

From the rector   3 

School supplies drive  3 

New sexton   4 

Meditation   5 

“Office Hours” resume  5 

Fall worship leaders and preachers 5 

Song for Autumn   6 

Parish Register Updates  6 

By Noreen Kirk 

On Sunday, Sept. 26, St. 

Mary’s first four lay preachers 

were formally commissioned. 

Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

commissioned Andrea Burr, 

Mary Covello, Beth Lavalette 

and David Smith. The words 

of the ceremony emphasized 

that all who are baptized are 

called to discern the Word of 

God and participate in God’s 

mission.  

Rev. Ann stated that the four 

have satisfied the training 

requirements for becoming 

lay preachers, and she assert-

ed that each is qualified for 

this ministry. 

Rev. Ann offered a commis-

sioning prayer, saying, 

“Gracious God, as you have 

called workers to varied 

tasks in the world, so you 

have called these servants 

to be lay preachers. Grant 

them joy and a spirit of 

bold trust, that through 

their voices the Word of 

God may be heard, and 

through their example we 

may have the courage to 

know you and follow you; 

through Jesus Christ our 

Savior. Amen.” 

The candidates were asked 

to respond to several ques-

tions designed to elicit their 

commitment to their spe-

cial roles in serving the 

community of St. Mary’s. 

The congregation pledged 

to support them in their 

ministry. 

The lay preachers will offer 

homilies on a rotating basis 

twice a month going for-

ward. 

 

Shown below following the 

commissioning are Rev. 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson, 

Andrea Burr, Mary Covel-

lo, David Smith and Beth 

Lavalette. 
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Financial Summary 

August 2021 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Income 

• Total income was $25,386, a nice increase of $6,665 from July. This increase is the result of: 

    An increase in pledge income of just about $5,000. 

    Two months’ worth of rent was received. 

• Year-to-date, total income continues to track well above what was projected due to unanticipated prior year pledges in the amount of $2,508 

received in January, the one-time PPP loan of $44,960 received in February, and the transfer of $10,823 from inactive accounts in non-budget/

special funds to the operating account that occurred in June. 

 

August Expenses 

• Total expenses were $27,600, an overall decrease of $4,288 from July. The decrease is the result of the combined effects of: 

 Reduced payroll expenses because the month had two pay periods vs. three. 

 Increased expenses for the annual boiler and fire alarm inspections. 

• Year-to-date, expenses (many of which are fixed and planned) are tracking as projected. 

 

Net-Surplus/Loss 

 

• For the month of August, there was a loss of $2,214.  

• As a result of August’s loss, the year-to-date cumulative performance is a loss of $6,341.  

• If not for the PPP loan and the transfer of the non-budget/special funds, there would be a cumulative loss of $62,134.  

   

Notes 

 

• The 2021 operating budget – summarized in the table above - was approved by the Vestry and presented at the Annual Meeting. 

• As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2021 operating budget included the following: 

 On the income side: 

 $180,568 in pledge income, a reduction from the 2020 actual of $212,418. 

 $26,400 - $2,200 per month in building use which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park Street but no rental 

income from Iglesias or other organizations due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 No income from parish functions due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 On the expense side: 

 The second year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020, 90% in 2021 

and 85% in 2022) for medical and dental insurance.  

 

 

  Previous Month

- July 

 

Current 

Month–

August 

YTD, 8 

months, 

66.7% of the 

2021 Budget YTD % of Budget 

Total Income $18,731 $25,386 $228,975 $229,996 99.6% 

Pledge Income $14,446 $19,423 $138,290 $180,568 76.6% 

Total Expenses $31,888 $27,600 $235,317 $358,531 65.6% 

Net Surplus (Loss) ($13,157) ($2,214) ($6,341) ($128,535) 4.9% 
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Embracing Optimism 
will become part of St. Mary’s future. We 

are celebrating the gifts and talents among 

us, such as our licensed worship leaders’, 

and commissioning our lay preachers. We 

are stretching our muscles of flexibility. 

We are discovering God in our midst in 

ways we did not imagine. 

While we too often wish the future was 

like a “brighter yesterday,” God invites us 

to experience a future that shines with 

transformation. We often wish others 

would change, and then we would feel 

better. Or things could go back to an earli-

er time, and that would fix everything. 

That’s not the mature, long-lasting change 

and new life that God desires. God desires 

the change of heart that allows us to get 

out of our own way, live boldly, accept 

God’s grace and see beyond ourselves. 

I am often asked, what is the future of the 

church? Is it children, evangelism pro-

grams, small-group ministry, traditional 

music and choirs? We have many ideas. 

By the Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson 

 

Embracing optimism. 

This has been my man-

tra for some time now. 

I’ve even been asked, are you really that 

optimistic? Aren’t things still unsettled at 

St. Mary’s? “Unsettled” is putting it mild-

ly. We have many challenges among us, 

from financial to lack of engagement, 

from gossip to conflicts. We have disap-

pointments and strained relationships. 

We have many struggles that we have 

avoided naming and would prefer to avoid 

confronting. 

And we have tremendous growth! We are 

meeting challenges, and relationships are 

deepening. We are successfully learning 

our way with new technology. We are 

adapting to the COVID restrictions. We 

are trying on the changes in worship that 

And we wonder why it seems like nothing 

works. This may pull us back to those de-

sired brighter yesterdays. 

As I continue to practice embracing opti-

mism and listen for God’s Word in our 

midst, I offer you these words of Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, German pastor and theologi-

an: 

“The person who loves their dream of 

community will destroy community, but 

the person who loves those around them 

will create community.” 

May these words speak to your heart as 

you strive to embrace optimism. May we 

build a new community of love at St. 

Mary’s, one that openly welcomes our 

uncertain future in the name of all that is 

holy and life-giving. 

Ann 

From the Rector 

School Supplies Drive a Success! Thanks! 
Even a pandemic didn’t get in 

the way of St. Mary’s annual 

School Supplies Drive. This sum-

mer, parishioners generously 

donated backpacks, pens, note-

books  and more for students, as 

well as supplies for teacher wel-

come-back baskets. Sarah Tier-

inni, who spearheaded the drive, 

said on Aug. 29: “Today we 

dropped off 46 backpacks and 15 

baskets worth of school supplies 

for Bennet Academy. Tomorrow 

we will deliver 3 "welcome back" 

teacher baskets! Well done, St. 

Mary's!!”  

Shown at right are  just some of 

the donated items. 
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By Noreen Kirk 

After a lengthy search, we are delighted to 

welcome Miriam Byroade to St. Mary’s as 

our new sexton. Her first day was Sept. 16. 

“Several people were very welcoming,” 

Miriam says. “I felt appreciated.” Miriam 

will be working at St. Mary’s every Thurs-

day and Friday from 8:30 am to 2:30 pm. 

Manchester Resident 

Miriam grew up in West Hartford and has 

lived in Manchester for the last 16 years. 

She and her husband, Bruce, a librarian at 

Eastern Connecticut State University, 

have two children: Sophie, 12, and Walter, 

16. Miriam was home with her children 

when they were young. As they grew older 

and more self-sufficient, she wanted to 

work in a capacity that would allow her to 

set her own hours. Cleaning private homes 

fit the bill, and she has been doing that for 

some time. Then she saw the ad for the 

sexton position posted at the Manchester 

Senior Center. “The hours fit in with the 

hours I had available in terms of my other 

clients, and I thought, ‘I could do this!’” 

Artist 

In addition to being a dedicated mother 

and energetic worker, Miriam is an ac-

complished artist, with an emphasis on 

painting and drawing and, more recently, 

quilting. She holds a bachelor’s degree 

 

We Welcome Our New Sexton 

from Randolph-Macon Woman’s College 

(now Randolph College) in Lynchburg, 

Virginia, and a bachelor’s degree in fine 

arts from the School of the Art Institute of 

Chicago. Her art has been exhibited at 

Work_Space in Manchester and at her 

place of worship, the Unitarian Society of 

Hartford.  

Library Leader 

Miriam says that her “local service pas-

sion” is the Manchester Public Library. 

She helped run the “Yes” campaign 

when a proposed expansion of the Mary 

Cheney library went to ballot in 2012. 

After the proposal’s defeat, the library 

director recommended Miriam for a 

place on the library’s board. She has 

served on the board since 2013 and has 

been its chair since  2016. Her focus 

now is on addressing the library’s 

pressing need for adequate space to 

house its extensive collection and to 

serve the community. 

Randy Brown and Ralph Sullivan, who 

have been pitching in since the sexton 

position became vacant, have shown 

Miriam around the church and talked 

with her about what needs to be done. 

She asks that people feel free to tell her 

if they see something she’s not getting 

to and needs to be addressed. In the 

meantime, she says, “I’m really happy 

to be here and I’m excited to take care 

of the building for the community.” 

 

 

St. Mary’s new sexton, Miriam 

Byroade, on the front steps of 

Manchester’s Mary Cheney Li-

brary. She chairs the Manches-

ter Public Library’s board of 

trustees. 

A $100,000 T-Shirt 

Unless you happen to be part of the library universe, you may 

be scratching your head about the words on Miriam’s shirt. 

Here’s the scoop: The T-shirts were originally printed by 

Friends of the Washington, D.C., Mount Pleasant Library. 

The first one was created as a gag birthday gift for the Friends 

group president, a longtime fan of punk culture. The group 

went on to produce more as a fundraiser for the library. They 

expected to sell about 50 shirts. But the shirts went viral in 

library circles. So far, 7,000 shirts have been sold in 21 coun-

tries, raising $100,000 for the library. Miriam’s shirt was a 

gift from her sister, the library director in Colchester. 

Thanks to Parish Volunteers! 

All of us at St. Mary’s owe a debt of gratitude to Randy Brown 

and Ralph Sullivan, who stepped up to carry out sexton du-

ties during the five months the position was vacant. 

Many thanks also go to the parishioners who served on the 

committee that conducted the search for the new sexton: 

Mechelle Olortegui, Joy Dorin, Bruce Perry, Ralph Sullivan, 

Sandy Braman and Randy Brown. 
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A Meditation: Time to Recharge 
By Steven Charleston 

You need your batteries recharged. 

How do I know? Because I need my 

batteries recharged. I think many of us 

are running low on psychic energy, that 

spiritual confidence that drives the en-

gines of hope. Like any overstressed 

system our energy levels are getting low 

from constant use. That means it is 

time for us to be intentional about 

renewing ourselves. If we are going 

to be of any help in the work of resto-

ration, we need to be at full capacity. 

So now is the time to make sure that 

happens. Make a plan. Take the time 

you need. Do what works best for 

you. Rest, renew and return. Get 

your mojo back because something 

tells me we will have even more 

hearts to reach in the days to come. 

September 24, 2021 

 

 

 

Friday “Office Hours” Resume 
By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

“Office Hours” on Friday resumed in 

mid-September after a brief summer 

hiatus.  

Grab yourself a coffee and treat from 

Silk City or your favorite coffee shop, 

bring your chair and meet on the Park 

Street lawn off the parking lot. 

Either I or a vestry host will be there 

every Friday from 1 to 2 pm. Come 

enjoy fellowship and conversation 

with one another. This is a relaxed 

opportunity to gather safely outside. 

If there is light rain we’ll be on the 

Williams Building porch; if it’s 

storming we will skip gathering. If 

you prefer a private conversation 

with me, reach out to schedule a time 

(revalovejoy@gmail.com or cell 

304.951.7122). 

While we still find our way during 

fluctuations in COVID rates, we con-

tinue to stay connected as best we 

can. If you’re comfortable please 

join us. We are always grateful to be 

together! 

Fall Worship Leaders, Lay Preachers 
Oct. 10 (Ann here) —  Maggie Breen, regional mission-

ary, guest preacher. Maggie now serves the North Central 

and North East regions of ECCT and visits each church 

once a year. 

Oct. 17 — Morning Prayer leader: John O’Donnell of St. 

James Glastonbury. Lay preacher: Mary Covello. 

Nov. 21 (Ann here) — Lay preacher: David Smith.  

Nov. 28 — Morning Prayer leader: Mary Covello. Lay 

preacher: Andrea Burr. 

 

Dec. 12 — Morning Prayer leader: Beth Bickley. Lay 

preacher: Beth Lavalette. 

Watch the weekly enews for updates on services with lay 

worship leaders and lay preachers. 

  



St. Mary’s Episcopal 

Church 
 

41 Park Street 

Manchester, CT 06040 
 

Ph. 860.649.4583 

Email: sandy@stmarysct.org 

www. stmarysct.org 
 

 

God cooks; we share the feast. 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

 

Please watch your weekly emails (or postal mailings) for 

information about worship.  

 

• 9 am, Holy Eucharist in St. Mary’s sanctuary. Service 

livestreamed on our YouTube channel. 

 

 

• 7:30 pm, Compline (via Zoom) on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays. 

 

 

 -- American poet Mary Oliver 

 

Parish Register Updates 

Marion Flynn 

died August 20, 2021 


