
Fall Worship and Music 
Plans Announced 
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By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson 

As you know, this summer we 

have been sharing a musician 

with Concordia Lutheran 

Church. Our summer worship 

"experiment" meant changes 

for both churches, including 

worship times and a liturgy in 

a jointly used booklet format. 

The hymns were selected from 

both denominational re-

sources by a combined team 

of parishioners and musicians 

from both churches. When we 

decided to "try on" this shared 

music for the summer we 

were hopeful that this might 

work for us, and we'd be will-

ing to extend into the fall sea-

son. Indeed, this is our next 

step!  

Plans For Worship 

This fall season—from Sep-

tember 9 through December 

31, 2018—St. Mary’s and Con-

cordia will continue with 

shared music. As with the 

summer, both churches are 

making changes in order for 

this to be possible. Effective 

September 9:  

St. Mary's 10 am service 

will become 9 am 

Concordia's 10 am service 

will become 11:00 am 

We will return to our respec-

tive liturgies and Sunday bul-

letins. Thus, our St. Mary's 

7:30 am service will remain as 

it was before the summer 

worship booklet. Similarly, 

our second service—at 9 am—

will return to its familiar litur-

gy and bulletin. The music 

will continue to be selected by 

the combined music team. 

Hymns that are not in our 

hymnal will be inserted into 

our regular bulletin. Essen-

tially, what you will notice is 

the time change and the re-

turn to our familiar liturgy.  

Choir and Music Plans 

The "new" part of the "trying 

on" this fall season is a new 

arrangement with the choir. 

The choirs of both churches 

will rehearse, a portion of 

time together and a portion as 

separate choirs. Each choir 

will sing at their respective 

church on Sundays. We are 

optimistic that as part of our 

"trying on" there may be pa-

rishioners who join the choir 

this fall. The rehearsal night 

will be Thursdays, beginning 

on September 6. There are 

two Sundays when the com-

bined choir will sing at both 

churches: Reformation Sun-

day, October 28; and All 

Saints' Day, November 4.  

Why are we doing all of this? 

First, the Vestry shares your 

love of music and desires to 

hire a permanent church 

organist and choir director. 

We cannot afford to do this 

on our resources alone; com-

bined with Concordia, we 

can. Second, we hope this 

brings us great joy in our 

singing and music. Our choir 

members have been a small, 

faithful group. It is time to 

bless them with new energy, 

both leadership and new 

singers.  

 

The musicians who will be 

with us this fall are currently 

serving temporarily at Con-

cordia. They are excited 

about trying something new 

with our two churches to-

gether. Many of you may 

know them already: Linda 

Hilliard, choir director; John 

Anderson and Richard  

Continued on p. 2 

Beginning Sept. 

9, St. Mary’s two 

Sunday services 

will be at 7:30 

am and 9 am. 
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By Valerie Huestis 

Invite your families, friends and neighbors to 

join you for an evening of delicious food and 

friendly bidding at our annual Autumn Har-

vest Dinner & Auction on Saturday, Septem-

ber 29. Come and enjoy 1) a lecture on vin-

tage market trends in the antiques and col-

lectibles marketplace, plus a free verbal fair 

market estimate for an item that you bring to 

the lecture at 5 p.m., 2) a delicious dinner 

including mixed green salad, choice of 1) pork 

tenderloin with sautéed apples, mashed pota-

toes and roasted fall vegetables or 2) baked 

penne with roasted vegetables, dinner rolls, 

assorted  pies and beverages prepared by 

Dotti Cannon of Brown Sugar Catering plus 

the start of the silent auction at 6 p.m. and 3) 

the live auction at 7 p.m. with Gene Marinelli 

as our Master of Ceremony and Ralph Laboz-

zo (professional appraiser and auctioneer at 

the Golden Gavel in East Windsor) as our 

guest auctioneer.  Come for just the lecture, 

dinner and/or auction … or spend the entire 

evening!  

We do need your help to make this event a 

success. We are looking for donations of a) 

new/ like new and vintage/collectible items, 

b) certificates for professional and personal 

services, c) gift cards to local businesses, d) 

tickets to area events and shows, and e) gift 

baskets for both the live and silent auctions 

and for individuals who are willing to solicit 

donations from area businesses. We also 

need volunteers to help with the activities 

on the day of the event, e.g. set-up for the 

dinner and auction in the morning and reg-

ister bidders, record bids, take payments, 

etc. that evening. Check the Narthex display 

for more information about the auction, 

dinner reservations and volunteer sign-up, 

etc. If you have any questions or need addi-

tional information, please contact me at 

(860) 645-8293 or valerie@stmarysct.org. 

Autumn Harvest Dinner & Auction - Saturday, 
September 29 

“Many Hands Make Light Work” 
By Mechelle OlOrtegui 

 

Stewardship is the heart of the church. 

Stewardship 2018 needs: Members and Ideas! 

We are looking for volunteers to join the 2018 Stewardship Committee. 

Meetings would start later in the summer. 

But members, themes and ideas are needed now.  

If you have suggestions or ideas or questions about the schedule or commitment level 

for committee members, please reach out to me or any of the 2017 Committee mem-

bers: Laura Hart, Harry Perry or Beth Bickley. 

Fall Worship and Music Plans (continued from p. 1) 

Hicks, organists. I promise, you will not be 

disappointed by the outstanding church mu-

sicianship of these individuals!  

At the end of September, the combined mu-

sic team will meet to decide if we would like 

to hire a permanent organist/choir director 

to serve both congregations. If we decide to 

go forward, this will allow us to pool re-

sources to attract a high-caliber church mu-

sician. 

Christian Formation Plans 

You will be hearing more about our Christian 

Formation - Godly Play and Youth Group - 

which will be scheduled like last year, at the 

end of worship, with classes done at 11 am. 

We are also participating in a Regional Con-

firmation program, a year-long mission-

focused curriculum. The Sunday Forum will 

be re-organizing with Andrea Burr. Thank 

you, from the Vestry and me, for your will-

ingness to be flexible and "try on" some-

thing new. 

See related story, p. 6. 
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Let’s Talk about It: 

Three Churches Host Series on Racism in America 

Film length is 90 minutes, followed by 45 

minutes of conversation. 

The program will take place twice: 

Noon: “Brown bag lunch” at St. Mary’s 

Episcopal Church, 41 Park Street 

6:30 pm: at Concordia Lutheran 

Church, 40 Pitkin Street (supper 

served at 6 pm) 

In “Traces of the Trade: A Story from the 

Deep North,” one family's painful but persis-

tent confrontation with the continuing legacy 

of the slave trade becomes America's. Katrina 

Browne uncovers her New England family's 

deep involvement in the Triangle Trade and, 

in so doing, reveals the pivotal role slavery 

Three Manchester-area churches: Concor-

dia Lutheran Church, Emanuel Lutheran 

Church and St. Mary's Episcopal Church, 

are sponsoring a documentary film series on 

racism in America.  

The series will be hosted on the 4th 

Wednesdays  of three consecutive months 

this fall: Sept 26, Oct 24 and Nov 28, with 

two identical programs on those days, one 

at noon at St. Mary's and the other at 6:30 

pm at Concordia. Each film will be followed 

by 45 minutes of conversation. 

Sept. 26 Film and Discussion 

“Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep 

North,” 2008 

played in the growth of the whole Ameri-

can economy. This courageous documen-

tary asks every American what we can and 

should do to repair the unacknowledged 

damage of our troubled past.  

For more information, contact the church-

es: 

Concordia (860) 649-5311 

Emanuel (860) 643-1193 

St. Mary’s (860) 649-4583  

October and November films to be an-

nounced soon. 

 

A Prayer for the Graduate 

On Sunday, Aug. 12, Rector Ann Lovejoy Johnson, left, read a special 

blessing for recent high school graduate Grace Carlson, who will soon 

be leaving to pursue studies in veterinary medicine at the University of 

Maryland. 

Graduates Prayer  

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom: 

Enlighten by your Holy Spirit those who 

are recent graduates, especially Grace 

Carlson. 

Be with her as she embarks on the next 

stage of life’s journey; grant her opportu-

nities for new discoveries and the pursuit 

of wisdom; may all her questioning bring 

her ever closer to you, the source of all 

truth; and May Christ, the Son of God, be 

manifest in you, that you may be a light 

to the world; and the blessing of God Al-

mighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be 

among you this day and remain with you 

always. Amen.     
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Peace by Piece Quilters                               
Kicks off Its New Season 

By Nancy Eaton 

We in Peace by Piece Quilters are entering 

our 12th year of bringing some form of com-

fort to those going through debilitating ill-

nesses/treatments or surgeries by creating 

bright and cheerful quilts. You don't need to 

know how to sew, just have a strong desire 

to help in some way. Donations are always 

welcome for those who can't make our 

meetings. We now meet on Saturdays from 

9 am to 3 pm in Anderson Hall. Here is the 

schedule for our next year (we take off De-

cember, July and August): 

Sept. 8 

Oct. 6  

Nov 3 

Jan. 5  

Feb 2  

March 2 

April 6 

May 4 

June 1 

 

If you have questions or if you know of 

someone who can use comforting from any-

thing stated above, please contact Nancy 

Eaton at 860-649-0507. Thanks for sup-

porting us all these years. 

 

Thanks to the people of St. Mary’s, students 

served by the Family Resource Center at 

Manchester’s Bennet Academy will start 

the year prepared with tools essential for 

academic success. 

Parishioners donated 101 backpacks and 14 

baskets filled with school supplies during 

Backpack/School Supplies Drive             

Surpasses Goal 

the church’s annual backpack and school 

supplies drive. The number of backpacks 

surpassed the initial goal of 100 bags. 

All donations were delivered to Bennet 

Academy’s Family Resource Center for dis-

tribution to students. 

 

Parishioners also donated items for 

“welcome back” baskets containing things 

teachers frequently need in their class-

rooms. 

Many thanks to everyone who supported 

this important effort! 

Some of the 101 backpacks parishioners donated. 

(Photo: Randy Brown) 

“Welcome back” baskets for Bennet teachers. 

Photo: Randy Brown 
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Memorial Garden Plaque Dedicated 

Rector Ann Lovejoy Johnson reads a prayer dedicating a new 

plaque in St. Mary’s Memorial Garden. The dedication was held 

on St. Mary’s Day, Aug. 12. The plaque serves to memorialize 

loved ones whose remains are interred elsewhere. 

Text of the Aug. 12 dedication: 

Alleluia, alleluia. ‘It is the will of him who sent me,’ says the Lord, ‘that 

I should lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up on the 

last day.’  Alleluia.    cf John 6.39 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ who has sanctified 

and transfigured the use of material things that they may be signs of 

the inward grace you give us. 

 Today we ask your blessing upon this Memorial Plaque that 

we dedicate on this St. Mary’s Day, 2018, as we remember those whose 

names are written here today. Their memory is a blessing forever. 

 May all who give for the benefit of St. Mary’s Memorial Gar-

den Fund be a blessing.  

 May all whose memory will be recorded here and in the Gar-

den Remembrance Book be a blessing. 

 May this Memorial Plaque be a sign of your saving grace in 

our lives and the lives of our loved ones. 

 Grant all this we ask, in the name of God: Creator, Redeemer, 

and Sanctifier. Amen. 

 

A special parish meeting was held on Aug. 26 to follow up on 

topics discussed at the June 24 parish meeting. Key issues at 

both meetings were St. Mary’s financial outlook and the 

disposition of the church’s property at 33 Park Street. 

Supplemental Pledge Appeal 

Stewardship Committee Chair Mechelle Olortegui reported 

that the supplemental pledge appeal made in June resulted 

in an additional $16,500 in increased pledges. If this in-

creased level of pledging continued into 2019, the budget 

deficit would be offset by $33,000. She thanked everyone 

who considered the appeal.  

33 Park Street 

In June, it appeared that the best course of action was to sell 

the building. However, over the intervening weeks, another 

option emerged: keeping the property, spending some mon-

ey to renovate it as a two-family rental property and hiring a 

property manager to handle all of the details. The prelimi-

Pledges and 33 Park Street: 

Update from Aug. 26 Parish Meeting 

nary numbers look promising in that a significant monthly revenue 

stream could be generated. More work needs to be done on both the sell 

and lease options.  

For the sell option, we need to finalize the survey issues and decide how to 

separate the property from the larger parcel of church property. This will 

involve applying for a variance or an easement. 

For the lease option, conversations/meetings with town officials, contrac-

tors and property managers are being scheduled to determine what exact-

ly is needed to convert the property into a two-family and to refine the 

estimates to do the work.  

Either option will require a parish vote and approval by the diocese. 

The parish will be updated regularly, but the finance committee and vestry 

can’t yet say exactly when the time will be right for a vote. 

Thanks to Assistant Treasurer Joy Dorin for providing the infor-

mation for this article.    
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Choir to Have a New Director,                  
New Possibilities 
By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

This fall, St. Mary’s will have a 

new choir director. She is Linda 

Hilliard, who has been the tem-

porary director at Concordia 

Lutheran Church and will now be 

the choir director for both 

churches. 

This is part of our shared music 

ministries, an “experiment” with Concordia. 

Linda is excited to take on this experiment 

with us. Both choirs will rehearse Thursday 

evenings. The rehearsals will include sepa-

rate time for each choir and time singing as 

a combined choir. On Sunday mornings the 

organist will conduct a "warm up" at each 

church. In the late fall/winter there will be 

opportunities to sing as a combined choir, 

allowing for more elaborate pieces of music.  

The choir is open to new members, includ-

ing high school students. We are excited to 

try something new and hope this “spirit of 

newness” might attract you to consider sing-

ing for the fall. 

The first rehearsal is Thursday, September 6 

at 7:15 pm at Concordia. In October rehears-

al will move to St. Mary's as we learn how 

best to share our music and resources. 

For more information, either come on Sep-

tember 6 or reach out to Linda at 

lbh2892@gmail.com or  

860 305-2892. 

By Jean Elizabeth Kelsey 

ECW-Altar Guild Directoress 

The Triennial Meeting of the National Altar 

Guild Association (NAGA) was held at the 

JW Marriott Hotel, Austin, Texas, from 

Friday, July 6th thru Thursday, July 12, 

2018.  Lynn Hendricks, NAGA President, 

Diocese of Alabama, greeted us at Registra-

tion and provided up to date changes in the 

weeklong agenda.  Alice Scarborough, Dio-

cese of Texas, gave an orientation and 

training in the Altar Guild Sacristy for the 

Holy Eucharist services during General 

Convention.  The evening Eucharist at the 

Convention Center included the 2018 Unit-

ed Thank Offering In-Gathering beginning 

at 5:45 p.m.  It was an honor to see our 

Claudia Dixon present the ECCT UTO of-

fering to the Presiding Bishop.  Upon re-

turning to our hotel, Dianne Walters, 1st 

Vice President, Diocese of Central Gulf 

Coast, arranged for a Tex-Mex buffet as an 

appropriate conclusion to our first day in 

Austin. 

On July 7th, the Reverend Bill King, NAGA 

Chaplain, presided at Eucharist at our hotel 

Altar Guild Members Gathered for 

Triennial Meeting 

and conducted a ceremony called The Bless-

ing of the Hands.  It was very moving and 

meaningful to our group of Altar Guilders.   

We also attended two workshops.  The first 

was Floral Ministry, given by Chris Farber, 

and included weaving palm crosses.  The 

second was a study of Papyrus, given by 

Carol McCrady, noted for creating her own 

papyrus as a medium for Celtic and Renais-

sance style designs.  This day ended with an 

invitation to attend a Revival Meeting fol-

lowed by a Texas sized party hosted by the 

Diocese of ….wait for it…..TEXAS.  Such 

excitement for all. 

The next morning, much to our delight, the 

representatives from Almy sponsored a 

breakfast and brief program for us.  After 

Eucharist at the Convention Center, the 

ECW held their Distinguished Women 

Luncheon at the Hilton Hotel.  Our own 

Shirley Greimer was selected from ECCT 

and honored for all her work on our behalf.  

Later on Sunday we had a presentation on 

Recruitment and Retention of altar guild 

members, followed by Bingo – Altar Guild 

Style.  Lot of laughs but the competition was 

fierce!  For our efforts, cookies and milk 

awaited us!   

Monday morning, Fr. Bill led us in Morning 

Prayer at the hotel.  The atmosphere was 

just exploding as we awaited a visit from 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry!  He did not 

disappoint.  With his robes flowing, his 

arms waving, his greeting cheerful, his 

blessings bouncing off the walls, he entered 

our meeting room and took over.  He ex-

tolled the virtues of the members of the altar 

guild and thanked us at least a million times 

for all that we do quietly, efficiently, and 

behind the scenes.  His presence at a NAGA 

meeting was the first, ever, for a Presiding 

Bishop! 

Settling down, Keynote Speaker Demi 

Prentiss presented her day-long workshop 

called “Radical Sending – Go to Love and 

Serve.”  The workshop’s intention was to 

empower the laity for their ministries be-

yond the church doors.  We were treated to 

a luncheon buffet.  Eucharist at the Conven-

tion Center was held at 5:15 p.m.   

(Continued on p. 7) 
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Tuesday morning again found us at 

Morning Prayer at the hotel.  We 

looked forward to three workshops:  

Rubrics of the BCP by Lynn Hendricks, 

Book of Occasional Services by Fr. Bill 

King, and Liturgical Arts by Jenna 

Burns, Liturgical Artist.  Her theme 

was “A Visual Interpretation of Sacred 

Spaces.”  The workshop concluded with 

a simple hands-on Liturgical applique 

project using paper-backed fusible web 

and embellishments. I chose Pentecost 

for my square.  Well, I think it looks 

like a dove. 

At the Business meeting, new officers 

for 2018-2021 were elected as follows:  

President, Dianne Walters, Prov. IV; 

1st VP, Albe Larson, Prov. VIII; 2nd VP, 

Donna Anderson, Prov. VIII; Secretary, 

Sandra Wilson, Prov. VII; Treasurer, 

Marcia Himes, Prov. VI; Nominating 

Chair, Katrina Packard, Prov. VII.  The new 

officers will be installed at the closing NAGA 

Eucharist. 

Did you ever wonder what the Painted 

Churches of Texas were all about?  We 

found out on our field trip on Wednesday 

when we visited five churches.  Although 

painted white on the outside, the insides 

were filled with colorful murals, statues, 

sculptures, and paintings.  The churches 

were built between 1850 and to the turn of 

the century, with money raised by the immi 

grants, mostly from Germany and Czech.  

It was amazing to see the splendor of the 

churches.     

One stop at St. James Church in LaGrange 

was personally thrilling.  The 

rector was the Rev. Eric 

Hungerford, whose grandfa-

ther was once an assistant 

priest at my home parish of 

St. Mary’s, Manchester.  Rev. 

Eric was also the NAGA 

chaplain three years ago 

when we first connected.  

How exciting that he is now 

the Rector with his own 

church.  The church served 

us Coffee & Kolaches for 

breakfast before our grand 

tour.   

Lunch was provided at High 

Hill Church and Judge Dan 

Mueller gave us a brief talk 

about the history of the 

painted churches.  Later, we 

attended a Social at Sengelmann Dance Hall, 

and once again enjoyed a Texas buffet.   

All good things come to an end, and so it was 

for me.  The closing Eucharist included the 

installation of Officers.  And then, Lunch.   

It was a fabulous triennial meeting and I am 

looking forward to the next one in Baltimore, 

MD.  Hope to see you there! 

Altar Guild Triennial Meeting (Continued from p. 6) 

A highlight of the NAGA meeting was a visit by Presiding Bish-

op the Rt. Rev. Michael Curry. 

On Nov. 4, 2018, just days before the Armistice that ended World War 

I, U.S. Army Corporal Harold L. F. Packman was killed in action in 

France. He was 25 years old. 

Cpl. Packman’s life was tragically short, but he hasn’t been forgotten. 

His nephew and namesake, St. Mary’s parishioner Harry Packman, 

has organized a memorial for his uncle. It will take place in New 

Windsor, N.Y. (near Newburgh) on Nov. 4, 2018, the 100th anniver-

sary of Cpl. Packman’s death.  

Cpl. Packman was born in Mount Vernon, N.Y., and was baptized and 

confirmed at Trinity Episcopal Church in Mount Vernon. Harry has 

invited the current pastor of Trinity to attend the service.  

“I have also invited Lt. Telfair's [Cpl. Packman’s commanding officer] 

grandson as well as seven Packmans to whom Harry was their great 

uncle,” Harry says. “My son, Glenn, is arranging to have American 

flags placed along Packman Avenue in Mount Vernon, which was 

named in Harry's honor following WWI. 

“After lunch on November 4th, we will gather at The National Pur-

ple Heart Hall of Honor in New Windsor and tour the Hall of Hon-

or Museum as well as visiting George Washington's Army Post at 

the New Windsor Cantonment Site.  We are also arranging to have 

bells tolled in Harry's honor at 1 p.m. that day.” 

Among the historical documents Harry has is the letter Cpl. Pack-

man’s commanding officer wrote to Cpl. Packman’s mother inform-

ing her of her son’s death. In closing, the letter reads: “… He is at 

peace with the Spirit of God. All France is his resting place, all 

America his debtor, for he gave all he had to give, without hesita-

tion and without fear.” 

Parishioner Planning Memorial for WWI Relative 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule (beginning Sept. 9) 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays 

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist (with music) 

Christian Formation classes following the 9 a.m. service 

 

Tuesdays 

7 p.m. Evening Prayer 

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

The second Sunday of each month is “Family Worship Sunday” at the 9 a.m. 

service. The youth of the church take a special role in the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

Use AmazonSmile every day because every bit counts to help sup-

port the missions at St. Mary’s 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% 

of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR 

AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.  

Your login and password are the same. 

Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into 

www.smile.amazon.com 

Instructions to set up St. Mary’s as your AmazonSmile charity are in 

the Narthex 

Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Parish Register Updates 

Burials: 

Ruth Brown, August 4, 2018 

Beau Thurnauer, August 12, 2018 

Interfaith Trip to Israel Planned 

Rabbi Randall J. Konigsburg of Manchester’s Beth 

Sholom B'nai Israel congregation is organizing an in-

terfaith trip to Israel. The 10-day trip is scheduled for 

March 2019. It will include visits to holy sites of Chris-

tianity, Islam and Judaism. The trip is open to every-

one. 

To learn more, contact Rabbi Konigsburg at  

Rabbenu@myshul.org 

Youth Festival at Camp Washington 

The ECCT’s Camp Washington, in Washington, CT, will 

hold its third annual Youth Festival on Sept. 8 and 9. 

The event features music, games, camp activities, food, 

worship and more. Young people in Grades 8 through 12 

may register at campwashington.org. The cost is $30. 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094
http://www.smile.amazon.com
mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

