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A Festive Celebration of
St. Mary’s Day
Left, flowers
from home
gardens adorn
a large cross
in celebration
of the feast of
St. Mary. Below, people
from St.
Mary’s and
Concordia
share brunch
after the 9 am
service.

After worshipping at Concordia Lutheran Church for
six summer Sundays, we
returned to St. Mary’s on
Sunday, Aug. 25. A highlight
of the day was the celebration of the feast of Mary, the
mother of Jesus, who is our
church’s patron saint.

Happenings
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By Noreen Kirk

At our invitation, the people
of Concordia, who had hosted us graciously over the
summer, joined us for Holy
Eucharist. A “pick-up” choir
comprising members of
both congregations led us in
singing, accompanied on the
organ and piano by Concordia’s pastor (and
virtuoso musician) Douglas
Barclay.
A festive brunch
in Anderson Hall
followed the 9 am
service, and the
tables were filled
with Episcopalians and Lutherans enjoying food
and fellowship.
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Finance Committee Monthly Update
By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer

Financial Summary, July 2019 – Operating Statement
Prior
Month-

Current
Month-

Year-toDate

2019
Budget

Year-toDate % of
Budget

June

July

(7 months,
58% of the
year)

Total Income

$30,889

$33,564

$217,157

$306,840

71%

Total Expenses

$32,700

$26,393

$217,205

$378,055

57%

Net Gain
(Loss)

($1,811)

$7,171

($48)

($71,215)

0.1 %

In comparison to June’s results:
Income increased because 1) some parishioners pay their pledge quarterly, and July is the first month of the third
quarter and 2) July ‘s income includes the June 30th Sunday deposit.
Expenses decreased, primarily due to the fact that we did not make up the two months of our missed diocesan
obligation as we did last month.
Net result for the month was a surplus of $7,171.
Year-to-date, the operating budget is running a deficit of $48. The deficit would have been $11,048 (approximately
where we were last year at this time with a deficit of $13,142) if we had not used the unexpected and unrestricted onetime gifts from two parishioners. Third-quarter results will be telling, and if the trend continues, projected deficit will
be less.

Stewardship Season Is Right Around the Corner
It’s not too early to start thinking about giving back to God through your pledge for 2020. The
stewardship program at St. Mary’s begins on Nov. 3, 2019 and runs through Nov. 24, 2019.
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Interested in Visiting Local Episcopal
Churches?
By Mechelle Olórtegui

Our "try-ons" continue to explore potential
future collaborative opportunities for St.
Mary's ... And we need your help. Will you
join us?
As part of our listening, discerning and reflecting, members of St. Mary’s Sustainability Team
had preliminary conversations over the past
several weeks with wardens or rectors of six
neighboring Episcopal churches. Now, as we
continue our journey of discovery, your vestry
is inviting St. Mary’s parishioners to join us as
we visit these six churches for Sunday services.

The activity: One or two parishioners join
a vestry member to visit a local Episcopal
church
Start date: The first Sunday in October
Duration: Two to three Sundays in October

dren’s involvement, sense of energy level,
etc.
Learn more at Fifth Sunday! Join us
at coffee hour after the single, 9 am service on Sunday, Sept. 29, to get additional
details.

Goals: To get a sense of various aspects of
each church and then share impressions
with others at St. Mary’s. A mental
“checklist” of items to observe will be provided. It will likely include topics such as
how welcomed you felt, type of liturgy, chil-

Exploring the Way of Love

What Is a “Rule of Life”?
By Mary Covello
Editor’s note: As explained in the August issue of
Happenings, the Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, the
presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church, has a
new vision called “The Way of Love—Practices
for a Jesus-Centered Life.” He invites each Episcopalian to live by a rule of life using the ancient
idea of adopting daily spiritual practices. See
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love.
Mary Covello is leading the formation of a Way
of Love group at St. Mary’s this fall.

The idea of a rule of life comes from the Latin Word “regula” and suggests a way to
regulate or regularize our lives to stay on an
intentional path. This is not a new idea, but
a centuries-old practice adopted by monastic
religious communities. In “The Way of Love”
a Rule of Life is not just an arbitrary set of
rules to live by; rather, it is a gentle framework to guide and support us on our way. A
Rule of Life is meant to be simple, realistic,
flexible and achievable. It is a tool to help us
grow into a more meaningful life with God.
You may already have practices that you do
daily that support and enrich your life. Wonderful!! You may have been in a habit of a
daily practice but have lost touch with it and
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miss it. You may desire a daily practice
but the prayers and practices you know
do not energize you and you need new
ideas. You may have no daily spiritual
practices but you are attracted to the
idea, envious of those who regularly step
away from their busy lives for a moment
of prayer.
Musicians know that small daily practice
of scales and exercises reap big rewards
when performance time comes. First
responders know that tedious repeated
drills are necessary so that when the
time comes to respond to a mass casualty event they are on autopilot, doing
what needs to be done without thinking.
The spiritual life is no different. A modest change sustained over time is better
than a dramatic but unsustainable
change. You may be surprised where
God leads you when you decide to follow
the Way of Love.

“By entering into reflection, discernment and commitment
around the practices of Turn,
Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless, Go,
Rest, I pray we will grow as
communities following the loving, liberating, life-giving way of
Jesus. His way has the power to
change each of our lives and to
change this world.”
— The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry

Interested in learning about the Way of
Love group at St. Mary’s? Write to me at
mary.covello@gmail.com.
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2019 Backpack and School Supplies Drive
Exceeds Goal
St. Mary's Episcopal Church and Concordia Lutheran Church wrapped up
their first-ever joint Backpack and
School Supplies drive on Sunday, Aug.
25. Thanks to the generosity of parishioners from each church and the community, we surpassed our goal of 100
backpacks and, on Aug. 26, delivered
to Bennet Academy’s Family Resource
Center 139 backpacks, 23 baskets
brimming with school supplies and
eight “welcome back” baskets for
teachers. The backpacks and supplies
will be distributed to students at Bennet Academy and Highland Park
School

On Aug. 20, members of Concordia and
St. Mary’s teamed up to transfer donated backpacks and supplies from Concordia to St. Mary’s. Above, left, Joy
Dorin of St. Mary’s and John Corl of
Concordia were part of the crew, as
were Randy Brown of St. Mary’s and his
grandson, also Randy Brown.

Thank you to all for helping us surpass
our goal to help students in Manchester succeed.

Just a few of the 139 backpacks—and supplies—
parishioners donated.
Parishioners
deliver donations to Bennet Academy
on Aug. 26.
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Sunday Forum Kicks off Oct. 6
All Are Invited to Come for Good Conversation and Fellowship
Date:

Begins Sunday, Oct. 6

Time:

10:15 a.m.

Location:

St. Mary’s Guild Room

New book study: The Time is Now: A Call to Uncommon Courage
by Joan Chittister, an internationally known Benedictine Sister and tireless social activist for justice
and peace in the world.
“A soul-stirring guide…Sister Joan offers a compel
ling vision for readers to combat complacency and to
propel ourselves toward creating a world of justice,
freedom, peace, and empowerment.”
Please join us for good conversation and fellowship. If you would like a copy of
the book or have questions about forum, please contact Andrea Burr, 860-6496888 or acburr2@cox.net.

Time to
Register for
Let’s Reflect on Summer
Church School Worship
It’s September, and that means Christian Formation is getting underway at
St. Mary’s.
Registration for Godly Play (preschool
through Grade 4) and for Youth Group
(Grades 5 through 10) is on Sunday,
Sept. 15, after the 9 am service, when
there will also be a special, festive coffee hour.
Classes will be held on Sept. 22 and 29.
Watch Happenings, bulletins and
stmarysct.org for the church school
calendar for the year.
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Please mark your calendar with these
upcoming dates when we’ll have an
opportunity to talk about our summer worship experience with Concordia Lutheran Church.
Sept. 8: During the 7:30 and 9 am
services, several members from St.
Mary’s and Concordia will share
about their experience of joint worship. They will also share at Concordia’s 10 am service.

we will gather in the front pews for
an opportunity to share, listen, and
reflect with each other about the
summer worship experiment. What
was it like for you? We want to hear
from everyone—if you attended services at Concordia, if you attended
another church, if you stayed home,
or spent your Sunday morning doing
something entirely different. Coffee
will be available.

Sept. 15 and 22: Immediately following the 7:30 and 9 am services,
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From the Rector

Like Mary, Let Us Find Our Voices; Sing Our Song

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy
Johnson, Rector

What a joyful summer we have enjoyed with Concordia Lutheran Church
as we worshipped at Concordia for six
weeks. Their gracious hospitality was
sweet. Learning together about our
respective traditions was enlightening.
We realized that Episcopalians and
Lutherans share most fundamental
beliefs in common. Sharing worship
and singing in their air-conditioned
sanctuary was a blessing. Our combined efforts with the Backpack andSchool Supplies Drive brought in 139
backpacks and overflowing buckets of
supplies. Many St. Mary's parishioners
shared with me how "at home" they
felt and how comfortable it was making new friends. The feeling of a full
church singing for consecutive weeks
was uplifting for those who participated. What a delight and joy!

We culminated our "trying on" with Concordia joining us to celebrate St. Mary's
Day on Aug. 25 at St. Mary's. We
"flowered" the cross; blessed the students,
teachers, and backpacks; enjoyed the organ played by Pastor Barclay; and had
brunch together. As Junior Warden Sarah
Tierinni wrote, "Today we heard the Magnificat. Where Mary was bursting with
Good News! New beginnings with hope on
the horizon. We were challenged to find
our own voices and sing our own song!
What a beautiful morning filled with new
friends, joyful music and outreach into our
community."
We are called to be people who cultivate
and share the hope of Jesus Christ. Mary
tells us the Messiah is coming, and the
promise of his lasting reign changes everything. We usually hear this as an Advent
season message. Now this Gospel comes to
us as we celebrate our faith community
and our community partners and enter a
season of reflection in September, when we
will hear about one another's experiences
this summer. It is an advent for us. A new
beginning is coming to us, a new revelation
of Jesus in our time, giving us hope and

vision. We are actively engaging our spiritual practices of listening, discerning, trying on, reflecting, deciding. Especially this
September, in reflecting, we wonder about
what is God up to in our lives and in the
world.
So find your voice and sing your song! Give
praise and thanks to God for giving us
hope and renewing our hearts. May we ask,
in the words of writer Debie Thomas,
"What words have you found to express
the radical, revolutionary hope of the Messiah you carry?”

Ann

“We are closer to God when
we are asking questions than
when we think we have the
answers.”
— Abraham Joshua Heschel

Family Picnic at the Hart’s Home
St. Mary’s church school children and their
parents gathered at the home of Laura and
Jeff Hart on Aug. 1 for a cookout, fun, fellowship—and lots of laughter. Here are a
few of the folks who were there.
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Here’s a Recap of the Episcopal-Lutheran
Forum Held This Summer
Aug. 12:







Creeds




Justification by grace

Benefits:

Mark Winzler shared the new website
created by the New England Synod of the
ELCA for congregations exploring cooperative ministries. We connected to the
website and talked about collaboration
already taking place. The link to this site
is:

God creates the community of people
gathered









Ministry is established by God

Clergy collaboration was renewing
and refreshing.



It was easy for us to worship together—the service was a natural fit



More people attending the worship—and people of different ages
and backgrounds—was very uplifting

https://sites.google.com/view/
nelutheranspartnership/home


Where we differ:

More choir members made great
music!



The complete worship service printed in the bulletin made it easy to
follow.




Lots of food for coffee hour




Great guests--welcoming hosts





Increased spiritual energy

By Andrea Burr, St. Mary’s, and Susan
Bourret, Concordia

This summer in addition to worshipping
together we met on four Sundays at 10:30
am following coffee time to learn about
each other.

July 21:

At the end of the first session we handed
out copies of the Commentary on “Called
to Common Mission.” We used the Commentary as a resource to guide our discussion during the next session. The
Commentary can be found by linking to
the following web site:
https://www.episcopalarchives.org/sites/
default/files/sceir/lutheran/
Lutheran_TEC_Commentary_CCM_2002.pdf

July 28 and Aug. 4:
On July 28, we used the Commentary to
identify and discuss how the Episcopal
and Lutheran traditions are similar and
where there are differences. On Aug. 4,
Pastor Barclay walked us through a comparison of the worship services using the
Book of Common Prayer and the Lutheran Book of Worship. We discovered that
we are very much alike in our doctrine of
faith and our worship services. Where we
differ most is in the governance structure.
Here is a summary of our learning:
What we agree on:



Authority of the scriptures
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Trinitarian belief
Worship
Baptism
Eucharist—the Real Presence of
Christ

Importance of oversight
The coming of the Kingdom

The wrap-up. We reflected on our experience worshipping together and imagined
possible collaboration in the future.
Here’s what was shared:

The promise of justice and peace
Goal of unity

The Episcopal tradition holds fast to the
historic succession of bishops, known as
the Apostolic Tradition. Episcopal bishops are ordained. An important part of
the rite is the laying on of hands. Episcopal bishops are bishops for life.
Lutheran bishops are elected to six-year
terms and must be re-elected. Lutheran
bishops are installed. Once a Lutheran
bishop’s term ends, he/she becomes a
pastor again.
Note: Bishops of each church body agree
to participate in the ordination/
installation of bishops of the other
church body in order to demonstrate
unity in the faith.
Episcopal bishops must preside at confirmation. Lutheran pastors preside at confirmation.
Lutheran deacons are lay people, although that is changing; deacons will be
ordained to different roles of the deacon
ministry—one with more formal training
and responsibilities. Episcopal deacons
are ordained and are deacons for life.

Music was great; people liked more
music in the service
Enjoyed meeting and getting to
know others and developing new
relationships
Deeper relationships
Respect for each other's views

Challenges:



Getting more people to attend and
“try it on”



Including more people and not excluding people



Some minor changes to the service
can be confusing for people



Would like to see more choir volunteers from St. Mary’s

Continued on p. 8
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Episcopal-Lutheran Forum
Continued from p. 7


How can we continue to work
together, be together, and worship
together?



We recognize that this was easier
for people from Concordia and
harder for St. Mary's people who
had to move to a different worship
space

tives of both parishes plan to share
about the summer experience during
the Sunday services




Write about the Episcopal-Lutheran
forum in our newsletters



Keep planning events together, at both
places and possibly a neutral site like a
park, retreat center, etc.

Ongoing collaboration ideas:




Plan Spiritual Spa together



Join forces for seasonal sharing
and other Outreach efforts




Continue anti-racism groups



Share a meal together at St.
Mary’s



Serve a meal together at MACC

Crafting groups meet together
occasionally

Continue joint worship (possibly
more often than just festivals)

Next Steps:



Plan a dinner at St. Mary’s in the near
future and invite both congregations

Important Questions to
Ponder Going Forward
Our summer worship together was an experiment. There will be multiple opportunities for each congregation to reflect on and
share the experience as we return to the
usual worship schedule of each congregation. Questions to ponder:



What would it be like to move to a
more regular schedule, 7:30 am at St.
Mary’s, 9 am at Concordia? Would
shared resources allow for an expanded music program?



What are the benefits for the clergy—
and the congregation—working as a
team?



Should we do viability studies on our
buildings? How much would it really
cost to secure the infrastructure of the
buildings for 20 years? Do we have
those capital resources?

Concordia Congregation Council and St.
Mary’s Vestry will continue to faithfully
listen and discern in what ways God is calling us to be in relationship. As our respective leadership has shared with us, neither
church is sustainable long into the future
without significant change. In his comments at the end of our wrap-up session,
Pastor Barclay emphasized the vital nature
of exploring a deeper collaboration between our two congregations. “It will simply be painful to go from 95 at the 9 am Eucharist to 40 to 50 at each church. We have
a real viable congregation when we’re together!”

On Sunday, Sept. 8, representa-

Mark Winzler, head of Concordia’s Congregation Council, invited St. Mary’s members to the
pool party he has at his home each summer for
Concordia members. As one person who attended wrote, “"What an amazing day at your
home!! It certainly proved the theory that
strangers are friends that you haven’t met yet!"
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St. Mary’s Building Needs Major Repairs
On Tuesday, Aug. 18, Randy Brown—who
essentially serves as a one-person Buildings and Grounds Committee—led vestry
members on a tour of areas of the church
that are seriously in need of repair.

The building is more than 60 years old,
and the elements have taken their toll.
Years of deferring maintenance because
of lack of funds have allowed deterioration to continue and worsen.

Critical repairs to roofs, masonry, doors
and stained glass windows are estimated
to amount to hundreds of thousands of
dollars. This challenge will be part of our
conversations going forward.

Clockwise from top left: Randy
Brown shows vestry members
areas of deterioration around a
doorway. Damage to balcony
ceiling caused by water leakage.
Crumbling mortar and stone
over the roof allow water to seep
into the building. Another area
near the steeple where mortar
and stone are failing and permitting water to get in. The stained
glass rose window in the balcony
is extremely unstable. Some
pieces of glass are cracked and
the leading is deteriorated to the
point where whole pieces of
glass could easily be dislodged.
Damage from water coming
through the window’s frame is
clearly visible under the window.
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Visitors are always welcome!

Worship Schedule
Sundays
7:30 am Holy Eucharist (except on the fifth Sunday of any month, when we
have a single, 9 am service)

St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church
41 Park Street
Manchester, CT 06040
Phone: 860-649-4583
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org

9 am Holy Eucharist (with music)
Christian Formation classes follow the 9 am service (beginning Sept. 22)
Tuesdays
7 pm Evening Prayer
Wednesdays (beginning Sept. 11)
Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer

God cooks;
we share the feast!

Parish Register Updates
Burials:
William J. Sheffield, Jr. – July 31

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases
to St. Mary’s.
Follow this link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0653094 OR
AmazonSmile is the same as your regular Amazon account.
Your login and password are the same.
Instead of logging into your www.amazon.com account, log into
www.smile.amazon.com
Call or email Mechelle Tovar Olortegui for details
860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

