
Lay Preachers Bring New 

Perspectives to St. Mary’s 
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By Noreen Kirk 

In the eyes of the Episcopal 

Church, every person who is 

baptized is a minister. The 

Church teaches that lay peo-

ple, as much as bishops, 

priests and deacons, have 

vital roles to play in carrying 

out Christ’s mission. In the 

words of the Book of Com-

mon Prayer, “The ministry of 

lay persons is to represent 

Christ and his Church; to 

bear witness to him wherever 

they may be; and, according 

to the gifts given them, to 

carry on Christ's work of rec-

onciliation in the world; and 

to take their place in the life, 

worship, and governance of 

the Church.” 

Three members of St. Mary’s 

and one parishioner from our 

neighbor church, Concordia 

Lutheran, have taken this call 

to heart by serving as lay 

preachers. Mary Covello, Beth 

Lavalette and David Smith 

participated in training ses-

sions offered by the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut. An-

drea Burr holds a Master of 

Divinity degree from Yale 

Divinity School and a Diplo-

ma in Anglican Studies from 

Berkely Divinity School. 

All four people have gone on 

to preach several times at St. 

Mary’s. Each brings their 

unique life experiences to 

preaching. Their training 

and education have pre-

pared them to craft homi-

lies that offer new perspec-

tives on Christ’s message. 

Members of St. Mary’s have 

often commented on how 

much they enjoy the 

thoughts shared by these 

lay preachers. 

St. Mary’s will hear more 

often from lay preachers in 

the coming months and 

especially next year, when 

we shift to a half-time rec-

tor.  

Andrea Burr 

Classes in preaching were 

among Andrea’s favorites 

while in divinity school. But 

she had discovered an af-

finity for it years earlier 

when preparing eulogies for 

loved ones. The process 

made her feel connected to 

something greater, and it 

planted the seed for her 

next journey. 

Andrea’s full-time profes-

sional role is as chaplain on 

Hartford Hospital’s Inpa-

tient Hospice Team. She 

enjoys lay preaching at St. 

Mary’s. She says that pre-

paring a homily “is an in-

tentional time of being pre-

sent with God and the Holy 

Spirit. It’s a sacred connec-

tion.” She typically works  

Continued on p. 3  

 

Fresh Voices 

Lay Preachers 

in September 

David Smith will 

preach on Sept. 12 and 

Andrea Burr on Sept. 

26. 

Also on Sept. 26,  Rec-

tor Ann Lovejoy John-

son will lead a special 

liturgy commissioning 

our four lay preachers.   
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Financial Summary 

July 2021 — Operating Statement  

By Joy Dorin, Assistant Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Income 

• Total income was $18,731, a decrease of just over $11,500 from June. This decrease is the result of:  

 A decrease in pledge income of $3,369 even though the month of July is the beginning of a calendar quarter when we 

typically see an uptick in pledge income.   

 There was no transfer of funds from inactive accounts to the operating account like there was last month.  

• Year-to-date, total income continues to track well above what was projected because of the one-time PPP loan of $44,960 that 

was received in February, the unanticipated prior year pledges in the amount of $2,508 received in January, and the transfer of 
non-budget/special funds to the operating account mentioned above.   

 

July Expenses 
 

• Total expenses were $31,888, an increase of $5,306 from June. 

 The increase is largely due to the month having three pay periods and higher office and service contract expenses.  

• Year-to-date, expenses (many of which are fixed) are tracking as projected.  

 

Net-Surplus/Loss 
 

• For the month of July, there was a loss of $13,157.  

• As a result of July’s deficit, the year-to-date cumulative performance now shows a loss of $4,126.  

• If not for the PPP loan and the transfer of the non-budget/special funds, there would be a cumulative loss of $59,910.    

 

Notes 
 

• The 2021 operating budget — summarized in the table above — was approved by the Vestry and presented at the Annual Meet-

ing. 

• As the summaries are reviewed, please keep in mind that the construction of the 2021 operating budget included the following: 

 On the income side: 

 $180,568 in pledge income, a reduction from the 2020 actual of $212,418. 

 $26,400, or $2,200 per month, in building use, which represents a full year of rental income from 33 Park 

Street but no rental income from Iglesias or other organizations due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 No income from parish functions due to Covid-19 restrictions.  

 On the expense side: 

 The second year of a three-year planned reduction in the church’s contribution to premiums (95% in 2020, 

90% in 2021 and 85% in 2022) for medical and dental insurance.  

  Previous 
Month—-June 

 

Current 
Month—

July 

YTD, 7 
months, 
58.3% of 
the year 

2021 Budg-
et 

YTD % of Budget 

Total Income $30,269 $18,731 $203,590 $229,996 88.5% 

Pledge Income $17,815 $14,446 $118,867 $180,568 65.8% 

Total Expenses $26,582 $31,888 $207,716 $358,531 57.9% 

Net Surplus (Loss) $3,686 ($13,157) ($4,126) ($128,535) 3.2% 
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Lay Preachers (Continued from p. 1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Lavalette 

When Rev. Ann invited Beth Lavalette to 

become trained as a lay preacher, her first 

thought was, “I wasn’t sure it was something 

I’d ever be able to do.” Her career as a spe-

cial-education teacher hadn’t involved much 

public speaking. But her husband, Lenny, 

said he thought she’d be good at it. And Ann 

assured her she wouldn’t be obligated to 

continue if she didn’t like it. So Beth decided 

to go for it. As it turned out, she says, “I en-

joyed everything I learned, and the rest is 

history!” 

Beth likes digging deeper into the Bible pas-

sages and reading outside sources that com-

ment on the passage. “I’m getting to know 

more than I ever did before,” she says. Get-

ting her thoughts organized and beginning to 

craft the homily are challenging for her, but 

she says, “I have a great feeling of accom-

plishment once I get a sermon written.”  

Like most people, she has “butterflies” just 

before standing to give her sermon. But once 

she starts, she feels very relaxed.  

What would Beth say to someone consider-

ing taking the lay preacher training? “I’d say 

to give it a try! You’re not committed to be-

ing a lay preacher just because you go to the 

training, but at least you’ll have the chance 

to find out if it’s right for you.” 

 

 

on a homily over several days, pausing to 

reread and reflect on the scripture passage 

and revise her text. She likens good preach-

ing to good storytelling that can engage, stir 

or even transport listeners.  

Andrea says she feels “a healthy boost of 

adrenalin” just before speaking. “But it’s not 

about me; it’s about God speaking through 

me. It’s about the privilege of being able to 

share a reflection and hope that it has mean-

ing for someone besides me.” 

Mary Covello 

Mary is a retired physician who has done 

ministries all her life. Several months ago, 

she was feeling as if God was calling her to 

do something new. Rev. Ann suggested 

Mary attend the lay preacher training ses-

sion ECCT was beginning. “When Ann men-

tioned lay preaching, a light went on!” Mary 

says. 

She says the training was a “wonderful expe-

rience.” She met clergy and other lay people 

from ECCT’s Northeast Region. She learned 

how to take a “deep dive” into scripture and 

how to access what other biblical scholars 

have said about a passage. Preparing a hom-

ily, she says, “satisfies my need for learning. 

The task then is to express that in an engag-

ing way to your listeners.” 

Nervousness  hasn’t been a major issue for 

Mary. She had made presentations to groups 

during her career. Plus, she says, “The peo-

ple at St. Mary’s are very warm and accept-

ing. That helps so much.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Smith 

David is a member of Concordia Lutheran 

Church and an information systems director 

at Travelers Insurance Co. He was a dedicat-

ed attendee at St. Mary’s joint worship with 

Concordia over many months. David took 

the ECCT lay preaching course at Rev. Ann’s 

suggestion, and he’s happy that he did. “Over 

the years, I have overcome shyness in speak-

ing before others but focused mostly on 

‘temple talks’ around stewardship or financ-

es. Preaching is more involved but gives the 

opportunity to study the lessons, think of 

ways to talk about the lessons and tie them 

into examples from everyday life in a way 

that’s informative enough to keep everyone’s 

attention.” 

David notes that preparing homilies and 

preaching “is challenging, but in a good way. 

I learn more about the Bible and myself in 

the process.” He appreciates feedback he 

gets from Rev. Ann when she reviews his 

drafts. A few changes, he says, can “turn an 

okay sermon into a vastly improved one.”  

David encourages others to take the lay 

preaching course. “Even if ultimately you 

don’t pursue it, it’s worth taking just to see. 

You may find a whole new door opened up 

for you.” 

Are you interested in learning more 
about lay preacher training? Contact 
the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson at re-
valovejoy@gmail.com or call her at 
the church office at 860.649.4583. 

mailto:revalovejoy@gmail.com
mailto:revalovejoy@gmail.com
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By Noreen Kirk 

Many St. Mary’s parishioners are familiar 

with Randy Brown, whose tireless efforts on 

behalf of St. Mary’s run the gamut from ush-

ering at Sunday services to dealing with the 

challenges of maintaining our extensive 

buildings and grounds. Many also remember 

fondly Randy’s late wife, Sheila, who among 

other things led St. Mary’s exceptional 

Thanksgiving and Christmas Seasonal Shar-

ing programs. Randy and Sheila’s daughter, 

Sarah Brown Tierinni, continues her parents’ 

tradition of service to St. Mary’s by serving 

as junior warden and coordinating multiple 

community outreach efforts. Sarah’s hus-

band, James—along with their daughters, 

Maya, age 7, and Norah, age 3—also de-

votes untold hours to supporting St. Mary’s 

and its work in the community. 

Few people may realize, though, that the 

Brown family’s connection to St. Mary’s 

spans more than 100 years and five genera-

tions. It began when Thomas W. Brown and 

Emma McKinney were married in St. 

Mary’s “old church” on Oct. 2, 1919. 

“Two Lives at St. Mary’s” 

Thomas and Emma Brown had three chil-

dren. Randall Newelle, Gloria and Robert. 

Randall and Robert stayed in Manchester, 

while their sister relocated after her mar-

riage. Randall Newelle married Ruth Mary 

Curran at St. Mary’s on June 7, 1947, also in 

the “old church.” The rector, Mr. Alfred 

Locke Williams, presided. Randall and Ruth 

had two sons: Tom and Randy. Both boys 

were baptized and confirmed at St. Mary’s. 

Randy grew up on Spruce Street, next door 

to his grandmother, Emma. He remembers 

his grandmother walking to St. Mary’s for 

the Wednesday morning service and staying 

for the meeting of the St. Mary’s Ladies 

Guild. Randy’s parents didn’t always attend 

church on Sundays, but they were involved 

in St. Mary’s Fifty-Fifty Club, a social group 

for couples. On Sunday mornings, Randy, his 

brother and a neighborhood boy would walk 

to St. Mary’s for Sunday morning services 

and Sunday School. Randy attended confir-

mation classes and was confirmed in 1963. 

 

More Than a Century at St. Mary’s 
“In the years leading up to confirmation, we 

were sent to church,” Randy says. “Back then, 

there was an expectation from the church 

and your family that you would be confirmed 

when you were 12 or 13. Now I think the 

trend is to wait until kids are older.” 

Looking back, Randy says, “I feel like I’ve had 

two separate lives at St. Mary’s. The early one 

was where I was expected to go to church. 

The more recent one is where I chose to go to 

church.” 

A New Family 

Randy met Sheila Stevenson in 1976 when 

Sheila was a special education teacher in the 

Manchester Public Schools and Randy was 

hired as a vocational instructor. They were 

married in Sheila’s home church in 1979. 

Their son, Randall Douglas Brown, was born 

in 1981, and Sarah arrived in 1986. Both chil-

dren were baptized at St. Mary’s. The tradi-

tion would continue. Randall D. Brown’s son, 

Randall Philip Brown, was baptized at St. 

Mary’s, as were Maya and Norah Tierinni. 

“It was after Sarah was baptized that we 

started attending church on a regular basis. 

That’s when the ‘second life’ began,” Randy 

says. “It was our kids’ ‘first life’ because they 

were expected to be there. For Sheila and me, 

it was the church life that we chose.” 

Multiple Ministries 

Randy and Sheila got involved in several 

ministries at St. Mary’s. Rector Drew 

Smith asked Sheila to join Janet Platz and 

Betty Balkan in teaching kindergarteners 

in Sunday School, and she did that for 

several years. She and Sarah took part in 

the Girls Friendly Society, along with 

Marge and Jean Kelsey. Gene Marinelli 

recruited Randy to be an usher, and Bill 

Sheffield got Randy involved in the Build-

ing and Grounds committee. Mike Par-

sons asked Randy to serve on vestry, 

which he did for a term. Sheila also 

served on vestry. 

But Sheila put special energy into or-

ganizing the Seasonal Sharing ministry. 

She spearheaded the collection and 

distribution of food and, at Christmas, 

Christmas gifts, for countless needy 

families in town.  

“Seasonal Sharing was the ministry 

Sheila was most passionate about,” says 

Randy. “She’d been a special ed teacher. 

She was a helping person. That’s just 

the way she was.” 

Thanks to the efforts of Sheila, Janet 

Platz, Jane Wolanin and others and the 

exceptional generosity of St. Mary’s 

 parishioners, Seasonal Sharing flour-

ished and grew into a hugely effective 

community outreach ministry. 

Randy and Sheila’s daughter, Sarah, grew 

up working side-by-side with her mother 

on Seasonal Sharing. After Sheila’s death 

in 2016, Sarah stepped in to carry on the 

tradition her mother loved so much. Now 

Sarah and James’s daughters, Maya and 

Norah, are the little apprentices, always 

on hand to help their parents with this 

vital ministry. 

What St. Mary’s Means 

Asked about St. Mary’s role in his family’s 

life, Randy is reminded of a gathering in 

the Guild Room about 20 years ago. Pa-

rishioners were asked to comment on  

Continued next page 

Thomas W. Brown and Emma McKinney on 

their wedding day at St. Mary’s, Oct. 2, 1919. 

People’s History Project 
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More Than a Century (Continued from p. 4) 
what St. Mary’s meant to them. Randy remem-

bers Sheila saying, “St. Mary’s raised my kids.”  

“It was true,” Randy says. “In their formative 

years, we spent most Sundays at St. Mary’s. So 

many members of St. Mary’s had a lot to do 

with the formation of Randy and Sarah. St. 

Mary’s has been a huge part of our family life.” 

Randy says he struggles to reconcile his fami-

ly’s long connection to St. Mary’s with the un-

clear future the church is facing. But he 

takes comfort from a poster Mechelle Olór-

tegui created several years ago about the 

history of St. Mary’s. It includes infor-

mation about the parish’s ups and downs in 

the past days. 

There were times, Randy says, that “St. 

Mary’s future was not very certain at all.” 

While the church flourished in the 20th 

century, he notes, “it hasn’t always been 

that way. It’s important to look back and 

see the wider view.” 

Randy believes that St. Mary’s will contin-

ue in some form. But, for Sarah and Maya 

and Norah, he says, “As far has having a 

church family, I expect that their experi-

ence will likely be quite a bit different from 

Sheila’s and mine.” 

 

“You Have to Put Your Faith in Action” 

As Randy and Sheila Brown’s children, Ran-

dall and Sarah, grew up, their lives were inter-

twined with St. Mary’s. Sarah was shy when 

young, and not eager to take part in Youth 

Group or Sunday School activities. “My moth-

er said, ‘Fine, but you’ll have to do other 

things,’” Sarah recalls. So she found her niche 

by joining Altar Guild and Girls’ Friendly So-

ciety and helping out in the nursery on Sun-

days. By the time she was a teenager, she was 

running the nursery. Being entrusted with the 

program, Sarah says, gave her confidence and 

“really formed my profession. I knew I wanted 

to teach young children.” 

Sarah and Randall were shaped by their par-

ents’ approach to life. “My parents in-

grained in me that you have to put your 

faith in action and do what Jesus taught us,” 

Sarah says. “You need to put yourself in 

other people’s shoes and put others ahead of 

yourself. Mom wanted her family to be serv-

ants.” 

Seasonal Sharing was a family tradition. 

Sarah’s brother, Randall, moved to the New 

Haven area for college and then married 

and settled there. But he always came back 

to St. Mary’s for Seasonal Sharing. “It 

wouldn’t have felt like Thanksgiving or 

Christmas if my family didn’t come together 

for Seasonal Sharing,” Sarah says. 

Sarah says she still has a trace of shyness, 

but she credits her early experiences at St. 

Mary’s and others’ encouragement with 

helping her gain the confidence needed to 

overcome it. “Rev. Ann has helped me see 

my gifts and use them to help the church,” 

Sarah says. “I attribute my ability to stand 

up and speak to Ann and to [Senior War-

den] Mechelle [Olórtegui], who is a great 

partner.” 

Now it’s Sarah and James’ daughters’ turn 

to grow up at St. Mary’s. Seven-year-old 

Maya says her favorite part of church is 

Godly Play with Laura Hart, while 3-year-

old Norah is a huge fan of coffee hour. 

Sarah expects St. Mary’s 

to be different from the 

church she grew up in. 

But as long as there’s a 

core of good, faithful peo-

ple, she says, she knows 

her children will also have 

what she had: “the com-

fort of knowing that peo-

ple love them and that 

God loves them.” 

The Brown-Tierinni 

family on Sarah and 

James’ wedding day 

on April 27, 2013. 

From left, Randy 

Brown, Sheila 

Brown, Sarah Tier-

inni, James Tierinni, 

Randall D. Brown, 

Randall P. Brown 

and Amanda Brown. 
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By Noreen Kirk 

St. Mary’s was one of the churches that 

founded the Manchester Area Conference 

of Churches nearly 50 years ago. Today 

that organization is known as MACC 

Charities, and it is the largest social ser-

vices agency in Manchester. Twenty-three 

churches now partner with MACC Chari-

ties. St. Mary’s representative to MACC is 

Beth Lavalette. 

When the role of St. Mary’s delegate to 

MACC opened up in January 2021, Beth 

agreed to take it on.  “Since we moved to 

Manchester, I’ve been involved with 

MACC in various capacities,” she says. “I 

just have a feeling for MACC.” Recently, 

Beth and her husband, Lenny, inde-

pendently organized a food collection for 

MACC in their active adult community. 

MACC is dedicated to working with part-

ner organizations to break cycles of pov-

erty in the community. It operates pro-

grams aimed at meeting critical needs of 

individuals and families in Manchester 

and Bolton who are struggling economi-

cally. 

MACC’s Community Kitchen is open 

for lunch Mondays through Saturdays and 

on occasional Sundays. Since the pandem-

ic began, the kitchen has transitioned 

from serving meals family-style to distrib-

uting packaged lunches. Last year alone, 

MACC provided more than 43,000 meals 

through its Community Kitchen & Senior 

Meals programs. 

 

Helping Meet Critical Needs 
MACC’s Community Emergency 

Food Pantry provides groceries and 

household necessities to people in need. 

Food insecurity and hunger have increased 

as the pandemic has led to widespread 

unemployment, and MACC has made eve-

ry effort to continue to meet the communi-

ty’s growing need. Last year, the pantry 

provided 45% more protein to clients than 

it did the previous year, a clear indication 

that more of our neighbors are struggling 

to feed themselves and their families. 

People needing emergency help with hous-

ing or utilities can also turn to MACC. Last 

year its Community Outreach and 

Emergency Services Programs saw a 

34% increase in the number of people aid-

ed—another sign of the pandemic’s impact. 

At its Community Threads thrift 

shop, MACC provides low- or no-cost 

clothing and accessories to shoppers of all 

ages. 

MACC also operates the Bistro on 

Main restaurant, which offers on-the-

job-training to prepare clients for em-

ployment in the food services industry.  

Members of St. Mary’s have always 

been generous in donating to MACC 

through Seasonal Sharing, the Lenten 

Wall out Hunger drive and other initia-

tives. Beth Lavalette encourages parish-

ioners to support MACC in other ways, 

too, including signing up for the weekly 

“MACC Minute” newsletter (visit macc-

ct.org), donating items to the thrift 

store and dropping in for a bite to eat at 

Bistro on Main. Of course, monetary 

gifts would be great. 

As our delegate, Beth isn’t required to 

attend MACC meetings, but she is hap-

py to advocate for the organization and 

help in any way she can. “If they call 

and ask me to do something, I’m 

ready!” she says. 

St. Mary’s in the Community 

Beth Lavalette and her 

husband, Lenny, shown 

here with donations, orga-

nized a food drive for 

MACC this summer in 

their neighborhood. 

Peace by Piece Quilters Say Thanks 

By Nancy Eaton 

Throughout the pandemic, our quilters have been working on projects from home (mostly masks, as you may know), since we haven’t had anyplace 

to meet in person. That will be changing as we will be moving to a new meeting place in September. St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in South Windsor 

has graciously accepted our group to begin meeting, and while we are thrilled to able to meet again in person and continue our ministry, it is very 

sad to be leaving St Mary’s.  

We’d like to express our most heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for all the support the congregation of St. Mary’s has shown us over the 14 years 

that we’ve been in existence. You’ve supported our group through tough times and given us a purpose with many, many requests and donations, and 

we thank you with all our hearts!  Please continue to pray for us and please let us know if you need a quilt, through my home phone (860.649.0507). 

Keep us in your thoughts and prayers as we continue this wonderful ministry. Thank you, from all the ladies. 
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August Celebrations at St. Mary’s 

On Sunday, Aug. 1, St. Mary’s celebrated Holy Eucharist in the sanctuary with a 

congregation present for the first time since March 2020, when the pandemic 

forced the church to close. Here, parishioners step forward for communion. Ser-

vices are held at 9 am, with masks, social distancing and other COVID-safe proto-

cols. They are also livestreamed from St. Mary’s YouTube channel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson greets attendees outdoors after the 

Aug. 1 indoor service. 

St. Mary’s Day Celebra-

tion, Sunday, Aug. 15 — 

Many thanks to parishion-

ers who created the flow-

ered cross and arranged a 

special, outdoor coffee 

hour: Sylvia Armogida (on 

the left in the photo), Edith 

Bushell (on right in the 

photo),  Beth Bickley, Joy 

Dorin and Jo-Ann Swanson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parishioners brought flowers from their own gardens to add to 

the cross just prior to the service. Above, the completed St. 

Mary’s Day cross. 

 
Beautiful weather for outdoor refreshments on St. Mary’s Day. 
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As we prepare to say goodbye to 

summer, we pause to look back on 

some of the things that made us 

smile. Thanks to parishioners who 

shared their photos! 

 

Some of the Joys of Summer 

Barbara Welchman and her family celebrated 

the first birthday of Barbara’s great-

granddaughter, Makenna. 

Lanie Turner says the flowering plants on her deck 

have made her happy all summer. 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson and her family 

adopted Archie in July. 

Sylvia Armogida says she raised a better 

garden this year. “So relaxing and re-

warding!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noreen and Darius Kirk celebrated 

granddaughter Gemma’s first birth-

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Bickley writes: “My four great-nieces (and 

their mothers) spent a week with me at my cottage 

this past June. Here is their thank-you for taking 

them to ride on an old-fashioned carousel.” 
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Prayers for a Suffering World 
The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, presiding 

bishop of the Episcopal Church, recently 

shared prayers for people in two especial-

ly troubled places in the world right now: 

Haiti and Afghanistan.  Let us join in 

these prayers for these beloved children 

of God. 

Prayer for Haiti 

Eternal God, send forth your Spirit to en-

courage and strengthen the people of Haiti 

in these difficult times. We pray especially 

for those impacted by the recent earth-

quake. Encourage and strengthen those who 

help and support others. In your mercy, 

receive the souls of those who have died; 

comfort their families and loved ones. Sur-

round with your presence the sick and suf-

fering. Aid the work of those who still search 

and rescue. Empower the medical and aid 

workers and all who labor to heal. 

Likewise, inspire and empower the resolve 

of the nations and peoples of the world to be 

your instruments of help and healing. Stir 

up the might of your love and compassion 

among the nations to rally resources and 

stay the course until the humanitarian job is 

accomplished. 

Lastly, enfold and uphold the people of 

Haiti—from the youngest newly born to 

the oldest among us—in the arms of your 

love and the strength of your might. This 

we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord, amen. 

++++++ 

Prayer for the People of 

Afghanistan 

Eternal God, hear our prayer for the peo-

ples of Afghanistan. There is a profound 

humanitarian crisis. Countless peo-

ple, mostly women and children, are now 

fleeing and vulnerable. The lives of many 

are now endangered. The hopes of many 

are forgone. Send your Spirit, Lord, to 

rally the resolve of the nations of the 

earth to find pathways to save human 

lives, protect human rights, and to re-

solve the hardships of those seeking ref-

uge, asylum, and safety. Hear our prayer 

for the peoples of Afghanistan. This we 

pray as followers of Jesus, the Prince of 

Peace. Amen.  

 

A Reflection 

St. Mary’s rector, Ann Lovejoy John-

son, recently shared this reflection 

from The Rev Elizabeth Kaeton. 

Something to think about! 

Some days take more work than 

others, but the longer I live the 

more I find it's true that we really 

do have a lot more control over 

our reality than we realize. No, we 

can't change some things, but we 

can change how we respond to 

them. That's the hard part. Allow-

ing myself to feel what I'm feeling 

and then consciously, intentionally 

deciding on a positive response. 

Some days, I do that with grace 

and style. Other days, not so 

much. Today looks like I'm going 

to make it a good day. Hope you 

will, too.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy  Johnson is all smiles on St. 

Mary’s Day as she’s flanked by her children, Azalach 

and Muse.  Both young people were about to be off to 

their respective out-of-state schools. 

(Photo: Gene Marinelli) 
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God cooks; we share the feast. 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

 

Please watch your weekly emails (or postal mailings) for 

information about worship.  

 

• 9 am, Holy Eucharist in St. Mary’s sanctuary. Service 

livestreamed on our YouTube channel. 

 

 

• 7:30 pm, Compline (via Zoom) on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays. 

 

St. Mary’s Scout Troop Heads West 

Troop 27 Scouts trained, practiced and fundraised for years in preparation for their high-adventure trip out west. Finally, on July 

30, 14 Scouts and five parents/leaders  set off for nearly two weeks of fun and challenge. First stop: Colorado, where they visited the 

Red Rock Amphitheater, hiked the red rocks and part of the Santa Fe Trail, toured the U.S. Air Force Academy and more. They zip-

lined across the Royal Gorge above the Arkansas River, crossed the longest suspension bridge in America and went whitewater raft-

ing on the Arkansas River. On Aug. 2, they traveled to Philmont, New Mexico, where all their training and planning really came 

into play as they headed out for a week-long trek in the back country carrying everything they needed in their packs. A key focus of 

the trips is helping young people learn how to overcome hurdles to reach their goals. 


