
By Sarah Tierrini 

For several years, St. Mary’s has 

conducted a school supplies 

drive to benefit students in Man-

chester elementary schools. This 

year, the drive will expand to 

include school uniforms, as well. 

Drive Kicks off This Month 

The School Supplies & Uniform 

Drive will begin on Sunday, 

July 23, and our last collection 

will be Sunday, Aug. 27. We 

will be supporting the Family 

Resource Centers (FRCs) in the 

elementary schools in town with 

a special focus on our partner 

school, Bennet 6th Grade Acade-

my. 

Looking to strengthen our part-

nership, we will also be asking 

for donations of collared knit 

uniform shirts (polo shirts). 

These shirts have to be in specif-

ic colors in order to follow the 

Collaboration with 
Public Schools Expands 
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uniform policy (see photo below 

for reference and list at right). 

Easing Families’ Financial 

Strain 

Brittany Hall, our FRC coordi-

nator, said that entering Bennet 

is the first time families in the 

district are expected to have 

their student in a uniform. That 

can put an added financial 

stress on some families.  Our 

goal in this partnership was to 

listen to the needs of the school 

community and make a direct 

and needed impact. This seems 

like a good next step in expand-

ing our outreach into the school 

system.  

Goals for this Year 

Last year we were able to deliv-

er 90 backpacks full of supplies, 

and this year we are setting a 

new goal of 100 backpacks! 

With the uniform portion of the 

drive being new, we are setting 

a conservative goal of 20 shirts.  

There are great bargains for 

school supplies at local stores, 

so please consider picking  up a 

few things. As for uniforms, 

check out Target and Walmart 

for inexpensive shirts in various 

children’s sizes. For those who 

would like to donate monetari-

ly, checks can be made out to St. 

Mary’s with “School Supplies” 

in the memo line. All donations 

can be dropped off near the 

sanctuary at the front of the 

church 

Suggested Donations: 

Backpacks 

Glue sticks 

Glue Sticks 

Markers  

Sticky notes 

Erasers 

Colored pencils 

Pocket folders 

Pens 

Pencils 

One-subject notebooks 

Scissors 

Binders 

Rulers 

Crayons 

Polo shirts, short- or long-

sleeved,  in black, cobalt blue, 

maroon or gray (various chil-

dren’s sizes)  

Thank you for your continued 

support. Questions? Contact me 

at 860.432.1264 or sa-

rah.i.brown23@gmail.com. 
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By Valerie Huestis 

St. Mary's Annual Book & Bake Sale will 

take place on Saturday, July 8, from 8 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. in Anderson Hall. Donations of 

books and other media can be dropped off 

on the ramp going to the music room prior 

to July 2 or in Anderson Hall during the 

week before the sale. Please do not donate 

encyclopedias, records or magazines. Do-

nations of baked 

goods, including 

pies, breads, 

brownies/bars, 

cookies, etc., can be 

dropped off in An-

derson Hall on Fri-

day, July 7, by 6 

p.m. or early Saturday morning. Please 

The Famous Book and Bake Sale is Back! 
invite your family, friends and neigh-

bors to the sale and get some great sum-

mer reading at bargain prices and pick 

up a sweet treat! If you have questions, 

please see Jane Perrin or Sarah Tierinni. 

Celebrate St. Mary’s Day Aug. 13 

By Valerie Huestis 

Join us on August 13 as we celebrate St. Mary’s 

Sunday. To mark the occasion, we plan to: 

 Create a floral cross using fresh cut flowers 

brought to the services by parishioners 

 Designate the loose plate offerings as a 

donation to St. Mary’s Endowment Fund 

and accept specific donations to the fund 

 Hold an ice 

cream sundae 

social immediately 

following the 9 

a.m. service. The 

ice cream sundae 

social will feature 

Shady Glen vanilla 

ice cream with either chocolate, hot fudge 

or strawberry sauce, whipped cream and 

assorted toppings. 

The ice cream sundae social will be held on 

the Church Street lawn (weather permitting) 

or in Anderson Hall. If you can come at 8 

a.m. that day (if the weather is good) and help 

set up some tables and chairs on the lawn or 

help serve the sundaes after the service, 

please contact me at 860.645.8293. 

St. Mary’s Youth Confirmed 

On Saturday, June 10, regional Confirmation was held at St. James 

Episcopal Church in West Hartford. Two young adults from St. 

Mary's participated in the confirmation preparation hosted by St. 

James', Glastonbury. The newly confirmed Emma Rose Kerr (front 

row, left) and Andrew Robert Suhie (back row, left) are pictured here 

with Matt Cornish, confirmation leader with St. James', Glastonbury 

(second from left, back row). and The Rt. Rev. Andrew D. Smith, 

Bishop (retired), Diocese of Connecticut, and the confirmands from 

Glastonbury.  
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An Extra-ordinary Time at 
St. Mary’s 

M.A.C.C. Wednesday Eucharist, five 
funerals, and everyday parish life! 
Meeting families, learning names … 
there is so much involved in our expe-
rience of “starting up” together. There 
is nothing ordinary about this time in 
my life; it’s extraordinary! And as I 
come to know you, I see that St. 
Mary's is extraordinary too!  

I look forward to our discovering what 
God is cooking up next for St. Mary's, 
for our new life together, as we walk 
with Jesus and follow his call to be 
missionaries in this corner of God's 
Kingdom on earth.  

Faithfully, 

Ann 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson 
Rector 
 

July “Office Hours” Fridays at Silk City Coffee 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo from Silk City Coffee website. 

Dear St. Mary’s Pa-
rishioners and 
Friends, 

Thank you for the 
warm welcome to St. 
Mary's! My first ser-
vice on May 21 was a 

festive, joyful celebration. From the 
welcoming prayer, the delicious 
luncheon, balloons for the kids, the 
St. Mary's cross pendent, superb glu-
ten-free cake, and all the kind 
words—I was moved by your 
warmth and thoughtfulness. I feel 
God has been with us throughout 
this journey of bringing us together. 
Thank you also for the special wel-
come for my children, Azalech and 
Muse, on Pentecost Sunday. The 
fleece jackets with MPS logo are 
wonderful. Thank you to the war-
dens for your attentiveness, and all 
the members of the vestry for dig-
ging right in and catching me up. 
Thank you to the Altar Guild for your 
preparations, to the choir for the 
beauty and leadership they offer. To 
Cheryl Wadsworth for similarly 

jumping in on the organ bench. 
Thank you to Sandy for helping 
me keep track of myself. Thank 
you for the office plant 
“decorated” with gift cards to 
local establishments. And thanks 
to everyone for your patience 
with my schedule as I commute 
from Torrington. I greatly appre-
ciate your prayers for my house 
to sell! After all, since God has 
called me here with you, I'm 
trusting God that the details will 
work out! 

As the Sundays after Pentecost 
zoomed by and we now enter 
that long non-season of 
"Ordinary Time," I'm struck by 
how extra-ordinary this time 
feels to me. Not just as I am sus-
pended between lives in Torring-
ton and Manchester, also as I 
enter all of these new relation-
ships with each of you and with 
the wider community of Man-
chester. I have already met Epis-
copal neighbors, Lutheran col-
leagues and Beth Stafford with 

Success! Success! The  “brown bag lunch” on Fridays in June was a big hit! As many as a 

dozen people came for each lunch. Some met fellow parishioners they did not yet know. It 

was a wonderful opportunity for me to meet and greet people outside of Sunday morn-

ings. For July, I will have “office hours” on Fridays from 1 to 3 p.m. at Silk City Coffee. If 

you haven’t already discovered this new Manchester business, it’s located at 763 Main 

Street (near the corner of Main and Birch), a short walk down the hill from St. Mary’s. 

As with the June brown bag lunches, there’s no agenda, no RSVP. Just come and share 

conversation! 

Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

REMINDER: On Sundays in Ju-

ly and August, Sunday Holy Eu-

charist is at 7:30 and 9 a.m. (No 

10 a.m. service.) 
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By Valerie Huestis 

Mark your calendar and invite families, 

friends and neighbors to join you for St. 

Mary’s annual Autumn Harvest Dinner & 

Auction on Saturday, Sept. 30. 

Beginning at 5 p.m., Ralph Labozzo 

(professional appraiser and auctioneer at 

the Golden Gavel in East Windsor) will 

offer 1) a lecture presenting vintage market 

trends, i.e., “what's hot” and “what's not” 

in the antiques and collectibles market-

place and/or an introduction to eBay, and 

2) free verbal fair-market estimates for 

items brought to the lecture by attendees.  

The dinner will begin at 6 p.m., and the 

menu will include salad, choice of entree, 

beverage and dessert.  Also at 6 p.m. at-

tendees can preview all the auction items 

and begin placing their bids for the silent 

auction. The live auction will start at 7 p.m. 

Gene Marinelli will again  be our master of 

ceremonies, Dotti Cannon of Brown Sug-

ar Catering will prepare our delicious 

meal and Ralph will be our guest auc-

tioneer.  

 

 

 

 

 

To make the dinner and auction a suc-

cess, we will need everyone’s help. We 

are looking for donations of a) new or 

slightly/gently used goods, b) profession-

al services such as will or tax preparation, 

financial planning, etc., c) gift cards to 

local stores and restaurants, d) tickets to 

events and shows, and d) gift baskets for 

both the live and silent auctions. 

Autumn Harvest Dinner 
and Auction Sept. 30 

We are also seeking volunteers to help 

with the activities on the day of the 

event. On that morning at 9 a.m., we 

will need volunteers (who are able to lift 

and help carry tables and chairs) to set 

up the dining and auction areas.  At 10 

a.m., we will need help to a) set up the 

live and silent auction items, b) arrange 

the registration/cashier, item pick-up 

and beverage areas and c) set the dinner 

tables. That evening we will need volun-

teers to register bidders, record bids, 

take payments, serve beverages, take 

down tables, etc. Please watch the Sun-

day bulletins and check the narthex for 

updates about the auction, dinner sign-

up/tickets, volunteer opportunities, etc.  

Come for the lecture, dinner, auction or 

the entire evening! If you have any ques-

tions or need additional information, 

please contact me at 860.645.8293 or 

valerie@stmarysct.org. 

Spiritual Formation 

Gathering — St. Mary’s 

Spiritual Formation group 

held an end-of-year cele-

bration luncheon at Dottie 

Cannon’s Brown Sugar Ca-

tering on Wednesday, June 

21. The group meets at 

church on Wednesdays 

from 11 a.m. to noon. Top-

ics they’ve explored have 

included women of the Old 

Testament, the Book of 

Acts and the Gospel of 

Luke. The group will re-

sume meeting in Septem-

ber, and all are welcome! 

Clockwise from front left are Peg McCoan, Margaret Dwyer, Carol Mallett, Donna Indomenico, Nancy Sampson, Dotti Can-

non, Eileen Christensen, Lynne Kumnick and Janet Forzley. 
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Stepping Down: A Letter to St. 
Mary’s Parish Family 
Dear Parish Family, 

It is with regret that at our meeting on Tuesday, June 20, the Vestry accepted the resignation of Harry Packman as the Treasurer 

of St. Mary’s, effective June 30, 2017. As many of you know, Harry has been following his passion working with the Veterans Re-

covery & Renewal Program. Through Harry’s persistence and dedication, they are now collaborating with Horses Healing Hu-

mans in Stonington, CT, and are in the process of purchasing a residence in North Stonington, CT, known as “Rocky Hollow 

Trace” for the 10-week Program of Healing. Although Harry will continue to reside in Manchester and call St. Mary’s his home, 

he will be spending time in North Stonington and feels he must step down from his responsibilities as Treasurer. 

We offer our deepest gratitude to Harry for the faithfulness and professionalism with which he has embraced the role of Treas-

urer. We also want to wish Harry the very best as he experiences his dream taking shape.  

In accordance with the Parish By-Laws, Gene Marinelli, our Assistant Treasurer, will assume the responsibilities of the Treasurer. 

We are grateful to Gene for being willing to do so. 

In faith, 

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

Andrea Burr, Warden 

Dotti Cannon, Warden 

World Wide Knit in Public — The 13th 

annual World Wide Knit in Public day was 

celebrated throughout the world on Saturday, 

June 10.  Thousands of women from 57 coun-

tries took their knitting needles and patterns 

to parks, playgrounds, malls, front porches 

and other outdoor areas to declare and share 

their love of knitting. Locally the WWKIP 

event was celebrated on the porch of the Wil-

liams building at St. Mary's Episcopal 

Church. Members of the church and friends 

gathered on the sunny June day to share their 

love of knitting.  Although the knitted hats, 

scarves and afghans are not needed during 

the warm months, they will certainly be ap-

preciated later this year. Many of the hand-

knit items will be donated to the Birthing 

Center at Manchester Memorial Hospital and 

the Seamen’s Church Institute’s Christmas at Sea Project.  The event was coordinated by Ruth McElraevy. 
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By Sarah Tierinni 

At our summer planning meeting with 

Brittany Hall from Bennet Academy’s 

Family Resource Center on June 22, St. 

Mary’s was given this Edible Arrangement 

and thank you card from Bennet School 

Staff. The note says, “To all of our friends 

at St. Mary’s, thank you so, so, so very 

much for your thoughtfulness and contin-

ued dedication to our families and Bennet 

School. We could not have helped so many 

people in so many ways without you! Your 

generosity is appreciated by so many and 

cannot be forgotten. Best of wishes for a 

blessed and peaceful summer - Brittany.” 

Bennet Says Thank You to St. Mary’s 

Remember! 

St. Mary’s annual School Sup-

plies and Uniform Drive runs 

from  Sunday, July 23, to Sun-

day, Aug. 27. 

Help Manchester children get 

the school year off to a strong 

start. Donate to the drive now. 

For a list of suggested items, see 

page 1. 

 

A Special Welcome to Muse 

and Azalech 

Muse and Azalech, son and daughter of St. Mary’s 

new rector, Ann Lovejoy Johnson, received a spe-

cial welcome on Sunday, June 4, at the 10 a.m. 

service. 

The young people, who will attend Manchester 

Public Schools in the fall, were presented with 

fleece jackets  embroidered with the school  sys-

tem’s logo. 

Parishioner and St. Mary’s treasurer, Harry Pack-

man, gave Muse and Azalech  custom-made pins 

showing the flags of the United States and the 

country of the children’s birth, Ethiopia. 

 

 



V o l u m e 9 ,   N u m b er  7  Page 7 

Church School Picnic Fun for All 
St. Mary’s marked the culmination of the Church School year with a picnic after the 10 a.m. service on June 4. Beauti-

ful weather, bounce houses, special refreshments, ice cream sundaes, and a chance to tie-dye T- shirts made for a day 

of fun and good fellowship. 

 



Parish Register 

Updates 
 

Confirmation 

Emma Rose Kerr, June 10 

Andrew Robert Suhie, June 10 

 

Burials  

Peggy Gompper-Schabener , May 31 

David E. Anderson, Sr., June 1 

Frances Hyde Forde, June 5 

Vernice Williams, June 17 

Alice I. Gorman, June 20 

 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule for July and August 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

9 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 

Tuesdays    

7 p.m. Evening Prayer  

 

 

 

Church school, adult forum, Wednesday morning Eu-

charist and Thursday Morning Prayer do not take 

place during July and August, but will resume in Sep-

tember. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the quilts made by Peace by Piece quilters and blessed 

at St. Mary’s in June. 

Every bit counts! Help support St. Mary’s 
ministries.  

 

Remember, w hen you shop at AmazonSmile, the Ama-

zon Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Contact Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details: 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

