
Editor’s note: The Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson assumed her 

position as rector of St. 

Mary’s on May 15. 

“Happenings” spoke with her 

at the beginning of her second 

week. Here’s a slightly edited 

version of that conversation. 

Happenings: What 

attracted you to St. 

Mary’s initially? 

Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson: I 

was attracted to 

St. Mary’s for 

two main rea-

sons. One was 

your ability as a 

parish to articu-

late in your par-

ish profile what 

you wanted and 

needed in your 

next rector. 

That ability is unique to 

St. Mary’s. The message 

I got was, “God is al-

ready at the center of 

our life, and we want a 

rector who will walk 

with us on our faith 

journey.” The other was 

the level of commitment 
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to God, St. Mary’s and 

the wider community. 

Also, sometimes during 

transition, just a small 

group of people do every-

thing. Here, I saw the 

wider parish community 

sharing in the commit-

ment to God. 

 

H: What do you see as 

the key attributes you 

bring to St. Mary’s? 

ALJ: I’m a collaborator. I 

like to see how people fit 

together—how our deep-

est desires and God’s love 

for us come together. I 

also have experience han-

dling complex parish sit-

uations and helping com-

munities walk through 

changes they may be am-

bivalent or uncertain 

about. I’m not afraid to 

face whatever might 

come. 

H: What do you see as 

St. Mary’s great-

est strengths? 

ALJ: I see strength 

in St. Mary’s bal-

ance between Epis-

copal tradition and 

an openness to 

change—the open-

ness to follow 

wherever God may 

lead. As the “new 

kid on the block,” 

what I experience 

might be different from 

what others experience. 

This will become clearer 

as we get to know each 

other. 

H: What do you see as 

the biggest challenges 

facing St. Mary’s? 

Continued on  p. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson celebrates her 

first Holy Eucharist at St. Mary’s on Sunday, 

May 21. 
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By Valerie Huestis and Sarah Tierinni 

First, we would like to express our heartfelt 

gratitude to everyone who contributed 

their time, talent and treasure to this year’s 

May Fair. Your hard work and dedication 

were the determining factors in making 

this year’s fair a success, and we truly ap-

preciate everyone’s help in making this 

26th annual May Fair a reality. We are so 

very grateful to the pricing team who sort-

ed and priced the donated items for nearly 

two hours every Monday afternoon start-

ing in late February and at each of our two 

special Saturday morning pricing events in 

April. Through everyone’s combined ef-

forts, “let’s get it done” spirit of coopera-

tion and acceptance of change, you made 

our tasks as co-chairpersons so much easi-

er. Words cannot completely convey our 

thankfulness for both your contributions 

and words of encouragement and support.   

Set-up Help Appreciated 

This year we continued our initiatives to 

implement new ideas and make changes to 

help consolidate tasks, ease the burden on 

our volunteers, and allow more people to 

participate in the preparation for the fair. 

Neill Hall was the site of the tag sale booth, 

and this year we both set-up the tables in 

the hall and moved the tag sale boxes on 

the Saturday morning before the fair due 

to our celebration of the Rev. Lynne Grifo’s 

ministry on Sunday. Again this year the 

members of Boy Scout Troop 27 and their 

parents helped move toys and sporting 

goods upstairs on the Thursday before the 

fair plus packed and moved boxes, took 

down tables and cleaned Neill Hall after 

the fair. As always, their assistance is 

greatly appreciated, and we owe them a 

hearty “thank you”. 

Flexibility Was Key 

Based on the forecast for scattered showers 

and chilly temperatures, the luncheon was 

moved to the church school rooms, toys/

sporting goods were re-located to Ander-

son Hall, and the books were set up in 

the music room.  We are beyond grateful 

for everyone’s flexibility and willingness 

to try new approaches. 

Luncheon by Brown Sugar Catering 

Unfortunately due to the weather and 

fewer volunteers, we did not include the 

grill in the fair this year. However, Dotti 

Cannon’s Brown Sugar Catering prepared 

a delicious luncheon with a choice of 

quiche and salad, pulled pork sliders and 

coleslaw, plus the sausage, peppers and 

onions, chips from the grill menu. Thank 

you, Dotti! 

Funds Raised for St. Mary’s 

We had an incredible day of hard work, 

fun and fellowship at the fair on May 13, 

and the fair was very successful financial-

May Fair 2017: 
An Incredible, Parish-wide Effort 

ly. As of May 16, we had raised $7,930 

at the fair, plus $2,356 on ebay in the 

days and weeks prior to the fair, for total 

proceeds of $10,286. Please note that 

these amounts will change with the sub-

mission of any additional income and 

expenses plus ebay sales completed 

through the end of May. 

Wrap-up Meeting Is June 21 

The May Fair wrap-up meeting is sched-

uled for June 21 at 6 p.m. in the Wil-

liams Building conference room. We will 

discuss what went right and what we 

might change next year.  Once again, a 

heartfelt thank you to everyone who 

helped to make May Fair 2017 a huge 

success! 

Offering treasures at the 

Boutique. 

Serving up goodies at the 

Bake Table. 

Shoppers hunt for 

treasures at the 

Tag Sale. 
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ALJ: Buildings are always a chal-

lenge, because they are a financial 

drain and require capital expenses. 

But we need to keep the conversa-

tion focused on God, so the issue 

isn’t just the building, but how the 

building serves the mission of God as 

we experience it right now. Focusing 

on right now is important, because 

what the buildings may have been 

used for and what God’s work was 50 

or 75 years ago are different now. 

One of the challenges that comes 

with that is the grieving for an earli-

er, glorious time in the church, but is 

not where the church is today. 

H: What was your first impres-

sion of the Manchester commu-

nity? 

ALJ: Manchester’s diversity was a 

big attraction for me. I saw that di-

versity in the people in the streets, 

restaurants, grocery stores. My chil-

dren are black and I’m white, so 

we’re already a diverse family. St. 

Mary’s downtown location is some-

thing I love, and this has been the 

case with other churches where I’ve 

served. My first impression of the 

people here at St. Mary’s was a sense 

of warmth and faithfulness. 
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Conversation with Our New Rector (Continued from p. 1) 

H: Since you arrived, has any-

thing surprised you? 

ALJ: My biggest delight has been 

discovering how at ease I feel. I 

have the sense that this is the right 

place for me and my family. Azal-

ech and Muse are very excited and 

eager to get settled. They’re already 

thinking about going to Manchester 

High School. This will be our home 

now. The sense of permanency—as 

much as anything in life is perma-

nent—feels important to them. 

H: Have you met any of the 

other clergy in town? 

ALJ: Not yet, but I’m excited to 

meet them—especially the Luther-

an clergy—and be part of the inter-

denominational and interfaith work 

in the community. In the last year 

at my former parish I was involved 

in redeveloping an emergency win-

ter shelter for the homeless and 

enjoyed being involved with local 

clergy, the mayor, the chief of po-

lice, school leaders and others in 

the community. 

H: What are your top priori-

ties as rector of St. Mary’s? 

ALJ: My top priority is to get to know 

everyone and hear about your dreams. 

In the “Letter to Our Next Rector” that 

you prepared as part of the discern-

ment process, you said you aspire to be 

a congregation that more closely mir-

rors the community in which God has 

placed you. Manchester’s de-

mographics have changed. It’s im-

portant to celebrate that and connect 

with that—not see it as something 

“other,” but as part of the tapestry of 

how God created all of us. 

H: How can the people of St. 

Mary’s ease your transition into 

your new role? How can we help 

you feel at home in the parish 

and in Manchester? 

ALJ: Introduce me to your favorite 

places, favorite people, little things I 

should discover here. Give me driving 

tours. Show me around your neighbor-

hoods and workplaces. I love to see 

where people work. To help us get to 

know each other, I invite everyone to 

come to a brown bag lunch in Ander-

son Hall on Fridays in June from 11 

a.m. to 1 p.m. Everyone’s welcome to 

bring their lunch and join us. No ap-

pointment necessary; just show up! 

Fridays in June: Stop in for Lunch! 

Pack a lunch and join the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson and fellow parishioners any-

time between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. in Anderson Hall on June 2, 9, 16, 23 or 30. Infor-

mal “brown-bag” lunch gatherings will provide opportunities for members to get to 

know Ann—and each other—better and help our new rector  get to know the people 

of St. Mary’s. 

 



A Thank You Message from 

The Rev. Lynn Grifo 

I could not have imagined a better farewell Sun-

day than we shared on May 7!  Folks from 7:30 

and 10 a.m. together, hymns and anthems that 

spoke to the moment and to our hearts, bread and 

wine shared, a send-off with prayer led by the 

Wardens, one of my favorite pieces as the post-

lude, then a festive reception, kind words that 

made me blush, and a showering of kindnesses.  

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for being 

in all ways, in your life together as a Christian 

community, a generous people.  Let us together 

offer God thanks that our paths crossed for a time 

as we minister in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  God bless St. Mary’s always!  

With love, 

Pastor Lynne 

 

The Rev. Lynne A. Grifo 

Transition Ministry Specialist 

 

Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

8:40 a.m. Adult Forum 

9:45 Godly Play and Church School* 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

11:30 a.m. Rite 13/J2A 

Tuesdays    

7:00 p.m. Evening Prayer  

Wednesdays  

10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer  
(No Wednesday Eucharist in July or August) 

 
*Godly Play and Church School end June 7 and resume in September. 

 

 

Every bit counts! Help support St. Mary’s ministries.  

 

 

When you shop at AmazonSmile, the Amazon Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 
Contact Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details: 

860-995-1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   
 

 

 

We welcomed our new rector, Ann Lovejoy John-

son, and her family to St. Mary’s at a reception on 

May 21. 

mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

