
By Sarah Tierrini 

Thank you to all who donat-

ed this summer to the annual 

School Supplies and Uniform 

Drive. We were able to smash 

our goals of 100 backpacks 

and 20 uniform shirts by 

filling 114 backpacks and 

donating 46 uniform polo 

shirts. The supplies and 

backpacks were broken up by 

the Manchester Public 

Schools’ Family Resource 

coordinators and distributed 

across the entire school dis-

trict, while the shirts are be-

ing distributed to Bennet 

Academy students. 

Bennet Academy Family Re-

source Center Coordinator 

Brittany Hall sent us a spe-

cial thank you: “Just wanted 

School Supplies/
Uniform Drive Succeeds 
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to thank the entire parish 

again for your generous do-

nation of school supplies 

and uniform shirts. Already, 

it has been a tremendous 

help in assuring our little 

friends throughout all of 

town are pre-

pared to engage 

in a successful 

school year. 

Your thoughtful-

ness is appreci-

ated beyond 

measure! Please 

extend our grati-

tude to everyone 

at St. Mary's!” 

We are excited to continue 

our community partnership 

with Bennet as our 2017 

Seasonal Sharing Ministry 

gears up! We received such 

positive feedback from both 

the Bennet families and 

Bennet staff about last year’s 

efforts that we are eager to 

see how we can make a dif-

ference this year!   

Above, Bennet Academy  Fami-

ly Resource Center Coordina-

tor Brittany Hall (left) with St. 

Mary’s Rector, the Rev. Ann 

Lovejoy Johnson. 

 

 

 

At left, some of the 

backpacks, supplies 

and uniform shirts 

donated to the 

drive. 

 

 

By Sarah Tierrini 
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St. Mary’s Vestry is hosting a series of in-

formal opportunities for parishioners and 

the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson to gather.  

It's called “Communion and Conversa-

tion.” This series will take place in the 

Guild Room. We will celebrate Holy Com-

munion, hear a Godly Play “Sacred Story” 

told by Laura Hart, and have time for con-

versation with each other.  Upcoming 

Communion and Conversation gather-

ings are Tuesday, Oct. 10, and Tuesday, 

Oct. 24, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. 

To RSVP, contact Sandy at 860.649.4583 

or sandy@stmarysct.org. 

Communion and Conversation 

Creative Caring Hands Bring Comfort 

 

By Donna Indomenico 

St. Mary’s Creative Caring Hands group 

recently had their hand-knit items blessed. 

The CCH group knits baby afghans and hats 

for the Manchester Memorial Hospital 

Birthing Center and knits scarves and hats 

for the Seamen's Church Institute’s annual 

Christmas at Sea Project. 

MMH reported that over 43 babies were 

born by mid-September, with more births 

to come this month. Each newborn receives 

an afghan and/or hat. These items are 

warmly received by the Birthing Center. 

The Seamen’s Church Institute, an organi-

zation supported by the Episcopal Church 

since the mid-1800s, provides shelter and 

support for men and women who serve 

aboard ships. The institute’s Christmas at 

Sea project provides hand-knit hats and 

scarves to the mariners serving long periods 

of time on ships that transport goods 

worldwide. These items provide warmth 

and cheer to those away at Christmas time. 

Every Thursday morning at 9, the Creative 

Caring Hands group meets in the Guild 

Room to complete these projects. It is 

cheerful, fun group of warm fellowship as 

the needles are working, so if you knit or 

crochet, please join us any Thursday morn-

ing. 

The group is very thankful for the generous 

donations of yarn and also uses their news-

paper flier coupons to purchase yarn for 

these knitted projects. Time passes quickly 

when the knitting needles are working! 

 

On Sunday, Oct. 22, at 7 p.m., St. Mary's 

will once again offer Celtic Vespers, a ser-

vice featuring prayers and music of Ireland, 

Scotland, England and Wales. 

Christianity flourished 

throughout the British 

Isles for many centuries, 

emphasizing a sense of 

God’s nearness. This 

candlelight service, 

steeped in tradition, 

Celtic Vespers Returns 

invites one to enter into a place of rest, 

prayer and reflection and will feature Celtic 

music by Kasha Breau (Celtic harp) and 

Robert Breau (flute). Please invite your 

friends and family to join you as we seek a 

sense of wholeness and peace. For more 

information, call St. Mary’s at 

860.649.4583 or visit www.stmarysct.org. 

Family Worship        

Begins Oct. 8 
 

We will kick off Family Worship Sunday 

on Oct. 8 at the 10 a.m. service. 

 

On Family Worship Sundays, children 

and youth fully participate in the service 

by serving as ushers and lectors. We will 

also have a children's sermon and use a 

special children's version of the Prayers 

of the People.  

 

Family Worship will take place on the 

second Sunday of every month! Please 

convey your encouragement to the chil-

dren and youth who take on new roles 

and responsibilities in the 10 a.m. ser-

vice! 
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Free Concert Nov. 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Acclaimed pianist Margarita Nuller                     

performs at St. Mary’s Nov. 4. 

 

By Sarah Tierrini 

Our annual Seasonal Sharing outreach to food-insecure families in Manchester is gear-

ing up! For the second year we will be partnering with Bennet Academy’s Family Re-

source Center to provide families within the school system a full Thanksgiving meal 

and a week’s worth of groceries. Please mark these dates on your calendar and keep 

them in mind as they are soon approaching! 

Thanksgiving Seasonal Sharing 

Non-perishable Donations Begin: Oct. 8—We will begin the collection of non-

perishable food items including stuffing, cranberry sauce, gravy, cereal, pasta, sauce, 

soup, juice, tea, coffee, etc. Donation boxes will be in the church office, the narthex, 

and outside the church school wing.  

Produce Sunday: Nov. 12—Please bring donations of fresh fruits and vegetables. 

Saturday Packing: Nov. 18—8 to 9:30 a.m. ALL are welcome to help pack food bas-

kets (wonderful experience for children!). 

Delivery Sunday: Nov. 19— Volunteers needed in Neill Hall after the 10 a.m. ser-

vice for delivery. 

Questions? See Sarah Tierinni, Janet Platz or Jane Wolanin. 

By Ruth McElraevy 

The Richard J. McElraevy Memorial Con-

cert Series is proud to present the ac-

claimed pianist Margarita Nuller in recit-

al on Saturday, Nov. 4, 2017, at 7 p.m. at 

St. Mary's Church. 

Ms. Nuller was raised and educated in St. 

Petersburg, Russia, and has studied at 

The Hartt School with Maestro Luis de 

Maura Castro.  She is a highly accom-

plished musician, and we invite you to 

welcome her to St. Mary's and to be 

amazed and entertained by her talent.   

The concert is free and open to the public, 

and a reception will follow. Please join 

us—and spread the word! Invite a friend 

or a neighbor.  You will not be disap-

pointed! 

 

Help Plan Christmas in 

New England Fair 

St. Mary's annual “Christmas in New Eng-

land” holiday fair will be held on Satur-

day, Dec. 2, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

We will be holding our first organizational 

meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 4, at 6 

p.m. in the Williams Building conference 

room.  

Come join us as we plan this festive holi-

day event. 

Seasonal Sharing Kicks Off 

Friendly Reminder! 

On Oct. 8, we will have a combined 

service at 9 a.m. to kick off our 2017 

Stewardship Campaign. On Nov. 12, 

we will have one 9 a.m. service to 

conclude the campaign. 

Iglesia R.E.D. News 

Pastor Felix Castro, formerly pastor of 

Iglesia Restaurados en Dios, a faith com-

munity that uses space at St. Mary’s for 

worship, has taken a new position as pas-

tor of a church in Brooklyn, N.Y., and he 

and his family have moved to New York.  

St. Mary’s rector and our parish adminis-

trator had a chance to meet with him and 

wish him well. They also met with the 

interim leadership contact for Iglesia 

R.E.D.  They will continue to use St.. 

Mary’s facilities, and they are in the pro-

cess of searching for a new pastor.  
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It’s Stewardship Campaign Time 

On Sunday, Sept. 10, we had a combined 9 a.m. service, followed by a festive coffee hour to honor two members of our faith community who are 

beginning new chapters in their lives. Deacon Marge Roccoberton completed her service to St. Mary’s after several years with us. Parishioner Dylan 

Mello, who has begun postulancy toward the priesthood in the Episcopal Church, is off to do a parish internship at Trinity Episcopal Church in 

Brooklyn, Connecticut. It was a joyful celebration! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left,  Rector Ann Lovejoy Johnson, Deacon Marge  Dylan Mello and the Rev. Ann Lovejoy Johnson 

Roccoberton and Senior Warden Andrea Burr. 

 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 

2017-2018 Stewardship Campaign 

“Celebration, New Beginnings: Our 

Journey Continues” 

We invite you to celebrate with us! 

Oct. 8—Kick-off, one 9 a.m. service 

Oct. 8 to Nov. 5—Ministry Minutes 

Nov. 12—one 9 a.m. service for wrap-

up celebration. 

Celebrating New Beginnings 
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Peace by Piece Quilters 

By Nancy Eaton 

Peace by Piece Quilters will be meeting 

on Saturdays only from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

We meet in Anderson Hall, and all are 

welcome to pop in anytime. Bring lunch if 

you want to stay and we may even give 

you a fun job to do. If you know of anyone 

who is going through a difficult time 

(surgery, illness, treatment, etc.), please 

let us know so we can send a quilt their 

way. 

The 2017-2018 schedule is as follows: 

Oct. 7 

Nov. 4 

Jan. 6 

Feb. 3 

March 3 

April 7 

June 2 

 

Parish Youth at Camp Washington 

Azalech and Muse Johnson participated in a service on Sept. 16 marking the 100th an-

niversary of Camp Washington, a camp and conference center of the Episcopal Church 

in Connecticut. 

Above, left, Azalech reads during the anniversary service. Muse, shown riding his bike 

to school for the first time a few days later, also had a role in the service. 

 

 

October 1, 2017 

Dear St. Mary’s Family, 

Ann, Azalech, and Muse are finally moving to Manchester! Although Ann’s 
house is still on the market, she has leased an apartment in town. Fully com-
mitted to St. Mary’s and the ministries of the parish, she has decided it is im-
perative for her and the children to move now to Manchester and is willing 
to take on an additional financial burden to do so.  

After thoughtful and prayerful discussion, the Vestry voted to accept a rec-
ommendation from the Finance Committee to assist Ann with her 
monthly rental payments by establishing a line of credit, the provisions 
for which are specified in a signed note. The Finance Committee and the 
Vestry take seriously their fiduciary responsibilities to the parish and be-
lieve this gesture of assistance is reasonable and responsible. 

Faithfully, 

The Vestry 

A Message to the Parish from the Vestry 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist* 

8:45  a.m. Adult Forum 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Christian Formation classes* 

 

Tuesdays    

7 p.m. Evening Prayer  

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

*Exceptions: On Oct. 8 and Nov. 12, we will have one, combined service at 9 a.m. 

Lutheran-Roman 

Catholic Joint 

Commemoration  

of the 500th Anniver-

sary of the Reformation 

On Sunday, Oct. 29, at 4 p.m. there will be a service of Solemn 

Vespers to commemorate of the 500th Anniversary of the Refor-

mation. The event is sponsored by the New England Synod of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and hosted by Concor-

dia Lutheran Church, 40 Pitkin St., Manchester, Connecticut. 

Archbishop Leonard Blair of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 

Hartford and Bishop James Hazelwood of the New England Syn-

od of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) will co

-preside over the worship. 

Honored Guests include Bishop Ian Douglas and Bishop Suffra-

gan Laura Ahrens of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut. 

A festive reception will follow in Concordia’s Kaiser Hall. 

For more information contact: 

The Rev. Douglas D. Barclay 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

40 Pitkin St. 

Manchester, CT 06040 

pastor@concordiamanchester.org 

(860) 649-5311 

 

Every bit counts! Help support St. 
Mary’s ministries.  

 

 

 

Remember, w hen you shop at AmazonSmile, the Am-

azon Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Contact Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details: 

860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Register Updates 

Burials: 

Elizabeth M. Gagnon, Sept. 6, 2017 

John E. Hennessey, Sept. 9, 2017 

Roberta M. Weigert, Sept. 18, 2017 

 

Baptisms: 

Annika Charlotte Prindle (daughter of Michelle and Dan Prin-

dle), Sept. 3, 2017 

Aria Hjalmeer (daughter of Amanda and Matthew Hjalmeer), 

Sept. 24, 2017 

mailto:mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com

