
By the Rev. Ann Lovejoy 

Johnson 

St. Mary’s Sunday School 

year gets underway with 

“Welcome Back” Sunday on 

Sept. 17. There will be regis-

tration for Christian For-

mation classes for children 

and youth and an Open 

House when teachers will 

greet parents and kids and 

classrooms will be open for 

touring.  

Sunday School classes 

begin on Sunday, Sept. 24.  

A New Schedule 

We are excited to an-

nounce a new Sunday 

schedule that we will “try 

on” this fall and see how it 

works. We think families will 

find this a manageable 

schedule! Everyone will be in 

church together for worship 

at 10 a.m. After Holy Com-

munion, during a “children's 

processional hymn,” the chil-

dren, teachers, youth and 

mentors will all leave for 

their classes. This means 

classes will begin at approxi-

mately 11 a.m. Classes will 

end at noon. There will be 

two groups: 

Welcome to a New Year 
of Christian Formation 
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Godly Play and Rite 13 

The Godly Play Worship 

Room will have children 

ages Pre-Kindergarten 

through 5th grade.  

Rite 13 Youth Program will 

be for grades 6 through 8. 

You may be surprised by 

this wide age range in Godly 

Play. Actually, most church-

es using the Godly Play cur-

riculum have a wide span of 

ages and report it's success-

ful. We see this expansion at 

St. Mary's as strengthening 

our Formation by enabling 

even younger children to 

participate, by offering the 

older children more ad-

vanced materials for the 

expressive “work time” in 

response to the Bible stories, 

and by supporting the adult 

leaders. All of these shifts 

encourage our growth as a 

children's community! 

We’ve Added Music! 

An exciting new addition 

this program year is a music 

component to Christian 

Formation. On the first Sun-

day of the month, beginning 

in November, all the chil-

dren and youth will have 

music. We are delighted to 

welcome parishioner Robin 

Martocci as our Youth Mu-

sic Minister. At the time of 

class, all the children will 

have music. Robin will 

rehearse with the chil-

dren and youth from 3rd 

grade through high 

school, while the young-

est, non-readers, in PreK 

through 2nd grade, will 

have music in Godly Play.  

Family Worship Sun-

days Continue 

We will continue the suc-

cessful “Family Worship 

Sunday,” when the children 

and youth are leaders in 

worship, serving as readers, 

leader of the Prayers of the 

People, acolytes, ushers, and 

a new role: a children's cross 

to lead the Presentation of  

(Continued on p. 3) 
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Join the fun! A Planning Committee is 

forming to prepare for St. Mary's Celebra-

tion of New Ministry on Tuesday, Dec. 5, 

2017 at 7 p.m. The Right Reverend Laura 

J. Ahrens, Bishop Suffragan of the Episco-

pal Church in Connecticut, will join with 

St. Mary's Church in a Celebration of New 

Ministry and the Welcome and Institution 

of The Reverend Ann Lovejoy Johnson as 

Rector of St. Mary's Church. Vestry mem-

bers Nate Carlson (carlsonn@aetna.com) 

and Dotti Cannon 

(dotti@brownsugarcatering.net) are 

heading up the Planning Committee and 

invite you to join them.   

Celebration of New Ministry 

A Thankful Farewell 

On Sunday, Sept. 10, we will have a 

single, combined service at 9 a.m. 

as we have a celebration to honor 

the Rev. Marge Roccoberton, who is 

concluding her ministry at St. 

Mary’s. A special reception will fol-

low. Come and show your apprecia-

tion for Marge’s years of work 

among us. 

Autumn Harvest Dinner & Auction Sept. 30 

By Valerie Huestis 

Invite your families, friends and/or 

neighbors to join you at our annual Au-

tumn Harvest Dinner & Auction on Sat-

urday, Sept. 30, for an evening of deli-

cious food and friendly bidding. The 

evening begins at 5 p.m. with Ralph La-

bozzo (professional appraiser and auc-

tioneer at the Golden Gavel in East 

Windsor) offering 1) a lecture on vintage 

market trends in the antiques and col-

lectibles marketplace, i.e. , “what's hot 

and what's not,” 2) a free verbal fair mar-

ket estimate for an item brought to the 

lecture by attendees, and 3) an introduc-

tion to ebay (new this year!!). The dinner, 

prepared by Dotti Cannon of Brown Sug-

ar Catering, starts at 6 p.m. The menu 

includes salad, choice of pork tenderloin 

or eggplant parmesan, apple crisp and 

beverages. Attendees can preview all the 

auction items and begin placing their 

bids for the silent auction upon their 

arrival.  The live auction starts at 7 p.m. 

with Gene Marinelli as our Master of 

Ceremony and Ralph as our guest auc-

tioneer. Come early for the lecture, later 

for the dinner and auctions or spend the 

entire evening! 

To make this event a success, we need 

everyone’s help. We are looking for dona-

tions of a) new or slightly/gently used 

goods, b) certificates for professional and 

personal services, e.g. financial planning, 

hair care, etc., c) gift cards to local stores, 

restaurants and attractions, d) tickets to 

area events and shows (perhaps you have 

season tickets, but can’t attend a particu-

lar performance?), and e) gift baskets for 

both the live and silent auctions. Items 

already donated for the auction include a 

Weber Smokey Joe charcoal grill (new), 

Holmes air purifier (gently used), certifi-

cate for a forty-five minute therapeutic 

massage from Caring Hands, a $30 gift 

certificate from October Kitchen, a $20 

gift card from Manchester Pizza and 

Grill, a one year household membership 

to the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of 

Art, two one-day admission passes to 

Mystic Seaport, mid-week 18 holes of golf 

with carts for two at Willowbrook Golf 

Course and much more! 

Continued on p. 6 

 

“Office Hours” Resume 

Our new rector, the Rev. Ann Lovejoy John-

son, will resume informal  “Office Hours” at 

Silk City Coffee after Labor Day . Beginning 

on Sept. 8 and continuing every Friday in 

September, the gatherings will be at Silk 

City Coffee  from 1 to 3 p.m. Silk City Coffee 

is located at 763 Main Street (near the cor-

ner of Main and Birch Streets). Come join 

in the conversations! No RSVP necessary. 

Let’s Get Together! 

No agenda. Everyone is welcome. 

Opportunities: “Communion and 

Conversation” 

The Vestry is hosting some informal oppor-

tunities for parishioners and our new rector 

to meet one another. It’s called 

“Communion and Conversation.”  This se-

ries of afternoon teas and evening deserts 

will take place at St. Mary's in the Guild 

Room. We will celebrate Holy Communion , 

hear a Godly Play “Sacred Story” told by 

Laura Hart, and have time for conversation 

with each other. The plans are: 

Tues., Sept. 12, dessert, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Tues., Sept. 26, tea, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 

Tues., Oct. 10, dessert, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Tues., Oct. 24, tea, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 

 

To RSVP, contact Sandy in the office at 860

-649-4583 or sandy@stmarysct.org. 
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Adult Forum Begins Sept. 17 

look at On Being and its rich content, 

link to this web address: 

https://onbeing.org 

Books will be available for purchase, 

$10, at our introductory gathering on 

Sunday, Sept. 17.  We’ll begin in earnest 

on Sept. 24. For questions, please con-

tact me at acburr2@cox.net. 

September Brings Changes in 

Service Times 

In September, Sunday wor-

ship times return to 7:30 and 

10 a.m. PLEASE NOTE: On 

Sept. 10, Oct. 8 and Nov. 12, 

we will have one, combined service at 9 

a.m. 

Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayers on 

Wednesdays at 10 a.m. resumes on Sept. 

13.  

Services are held once a month at Man-

chester Manor (10 a.m.) and The Arbors (11 

a.m.). While they’re usually held on the 

third Thursday of each month, the Septem-

ber services will be on Sept. 28. 

the Gifts. The Family Worship Sunday will 

be on the second Sunday of the month. On 

Family Worship Sunday the youth will 

arrive at 9:15 a.m. to rehearse the anthem 

they’ll offer during the service.  

Our first Family Worship Sunday is Oct. 8. 

(It’s also the annual stewardship kick-off.)  

On that day, we will commission the 

teachers, youth mentors, and Confirma-

tion leaders. We will acknowledge their 

commitment to God's call to them and ask 

for God's blessing upon them as they ad-

venture in faith with our children and 

youth during this program year. 

Confirmation Preparation 

For the high school students, St. Mary's 

will be hosting Confirmation Preparation. 

This evening program will include youth 

from other area Episcopal churches. Re-

By Andrea Burr 

Speaking of Faith: Why Religion Matters 

and How to Talk about It by Krista Tip-

pett, provides the centerpiece to kick off 

this season’s Forum, our Sunday morning 

conversation beginning at 8:45 in the 

Guild Room. Enjoy a cup of coffee and a 

breakfast treat as we engage in discus-

sions around faith and its power to trans-

form lives and communities when we 

learn how to talk about it meaningfully 

and listen to one another.   

Krista Tippett is also Executive Producer 

and Host of On Being, a Peabody Award-

winning public radio program. In addi-

tion to reading and discussing Tippett’s 

book, we will watch timely, moving inter-

views from the newest feature of On Be-

ing, the Civil Conversations Project. For a 

gional Confirmation services are held 

during Easter Season throughout the 

Episcopal Church in Connecticut. The 

Confirmation Class will be a weekly 

class beginning this fall and concluding 

at Easter with the celebration of Confir-

mation. Also, the high school students 

will participate in music during class on 

the first Sunday of the month, and 

some may choose to assist with classes 

on the other Sundays. 

New Ideas, New Excitement 

In August, Laura Hart and Sarah Tier-

inni attended a Godly Play Training 

held for three days in Mystic, Connecti-

cut. They returned with renewed energy 

and inspiration to offer this formation 

experience to our children at St. Mary's. 

They have met with me throughout the 

summer to prepare for this new year. We 

look forward to “trying on” this new 

schedule, commencing a new “embedded” 

music program, and announcing a new 

team of youth mentors and confirmation 

leaders. 

The Holy Spirit continues to stir among 

us. Come see for yourself! 

 

Christian Formation (Continued from p. 1) 
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By Mechelle Tovar Olotegui 

for the Stewardship Committee 

The 2017 Stewardship Committee is seek-

ing volunteers to participate in our annual 

campaign. Adults and youth are encour-

aged to share personal experiences in the 

format of a Ministry Minute. Ministry Mi-

nute talks are brief remarks to the congre-

gation during a Sunday service. Ministry 

Minutes draw from experiences reflecting 

the life of St Mary's parishioners.  The 

theme this year is Celebration, New Begin-

nings and Our Journey Continues. 

Have you experienced a new beginning or 

started a new journey? Or how did the tran-

sition process to call our new rector affect 

your life St. Mary’s?  With these new be-

ginnings, how has your faith sustained 

you? 

Fresh ideas, input and suggestions are 

always welcome. It is an honor and a priv-

ilege to invite you to participate in the 

2017 Stewardship Campaign. We believe 

that your contribution via participation is 

unparalleled. Sharing of individual expe-

riences through Ministry Minutes will be 

inspiring to others. Someone may be 

helped by your story. We are all experts in 

Share Your Experience: 
Offer a “Ministry Minute” 

our own lives, and we all have something 

to share and to learn from others. Thank 

you for considering our invitation. We 

hope to receive replies by Sept. 6.  

Please see Laura Hart, Harry Perry, Beth 

Bickley or me if you have questions or 

need clarification about the Ministry 

Minutes. We need you to make our 2017 

Stewardship Campaign a success.   

Only you know that you have a meaning-

ful experience to share. Please volunteer 

to be one of this year’s Ministry Minute 

speakers.      

St. Mary’s Day Celebration, Sunday, Aug. 13 
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Peace by Piece Quilters 

By Nancy Eaton 

Peace by Piece Quilters will be meet-

ing on Saturdays only from 9 a.m. to 

3 p.m. We meet in Anderson Hall, 

and you are welcome to come for any 

amount of time that you can. Bring a 

friend if you just want to pop in and 

see what we do. Bring lunch if you 

want to stay and we may even give 

you a fun job to do. If you know of 

anyone who is going through a diffi-

cult time (surgery, illness, treatment, 

etc.), please let us know so we can 

send a quilt their way. 

The 2017-2018 schedule is as follows: 

Sept. 9 

Oct. 7 

Nov. 4 

Jan. 6 

Feb. 3 

March 3 

April 7 

June 2 

Boy Scout Can and   

Bottle Drive 

St. Mary’s Boy Scout Troop will hold a 

can and bottle drive on: 

Saturday, Sept. 16, 8 a.m. to 

noon, at St. Mary’s. 

Just drive into the parking lot with 

your containers, and the scouts will 

unload them for you. 

Can’t get to the church that day? Call 

the Parish Office in advance 

(860.649.4583) and Scout Leader 

Eileen Christensen can arrange for 

pick-up. 

The scouts will put the proceeds of the 

drive toward  their 2018 high adven-

ture trip to a remote island off of the 

Florida Keys. 

Planning Underway 

for Christmas in New 

England Fair 

St. Mary's annual “Christmas in New 

England” holiday fair will be held on 

Saturday, Dec. 2, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

We will be holding our first organiza-

tional meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 4, at 

6 p.m. in the Williams Building confer-

ence room. 

Come join us as we plan this festive holi-

day event. 

 

Dear St. Mary’s Family, 

     I wanted to share an update on my discernment and 

spiritual journey.  As of the beginning of this year, I 

began my postulancy towards the priesthood in the Episcopal Church.  I 

have been taking online coursework through the Iona Institute along with 

other educational opportunities.  Starting in September, my parish in-

ternship will begin.  My primary church will be Trinity Brooklyn with 

the Rev. Jane Hale.  I will also be doing occasional work at St. Alban’s-

Danielson and St. Philips-Putnam.  I look forward to the opportunities 

that are ahead and excited to see where God is leading.  Thank you all for 

your continued support, love, and prayers for my family and myself.  

Blessings, 

Dylan  Mello 



Visitors are always welcome! 

Worship Schedule  (beginning in September) 

41 Park Street 
Manchester, CT  06040 

S t .  M ar y ’s  
Episcopa l  C hur ch  

 

Phone: 860-649-4583 
E-mail: sandy@stmarysct.org 

 

God cooks;  
we share the feast! 

Sundays  

7:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist* 

8:45  a.m. Adult Forum 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Christian Formation classes* 

 

Tuesdays    

7 p.m. Evening Prayer  

 

Wednesdays 

10 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing Prayer 

 

*Exceptions: On  Sept. 10, Oct. 8 and Nov. 12, we will have one, combined ser-

vice at 9 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every bit counts! Help support St. Mary’s 
ministries.  

 

Remember, w hen you shop at AmazonSmile, the Ama-

zon Foundation will donate 0.5% of the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Mary’s. 

Contact Mechelle Tovar Olórtegui for details: 

860.995.1946 / mechelle.tovar2011@gmail.com   

Autumn Harvest Dinner               

and Auction (Continued from p. 2) 

We also need volunteers to help with the activities on the day of 

the event. On the morning of the auction, we need volunteers 

(who are able to lift and help carry tables and chairs) at 9 a.m. 

to set up the dining and auction areas and more volunteers at 

10 a.m. to a) set up and arrange the live and silent auction 

items, b) arrange the registration/cashier, item pick-up and 

beverage areas and c) set the dinner tables. 

That evening we need volunteers to register bidders, record 

bids, take payments, serve beverages, take down tables, etc.  

Please watch the Sunday bulletins and check the display in the 

narthex for information about the auction (including a new 

“adopt a basket” program), dinner reservations and volunteer 

sign-up, etc.  

If you have any questions or need additional information, 

please contact me at (860) 645-8293 or 

valerie@stmarysct.org. 

 

Looks as if someone 

flew the coop—at least 

temporarily.  

For two days in mid-

August, this plucky 

chicken made herself 

at home on the 

grounds around St. 

Mary’s. 

She departed at some 

point. Hope she got home safely! 

(Photo courtesy of Sandy Braman) 
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