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Where is Maggie? 

 01/07—Official Visit with St. 

Paul’s, Willimantic 

 01/14—Official Visit with 

Christ Church, Pomfret 

 01/21— Official Visit with 

Trinity, Brooklyn 

 01/28—Living Local Joining 

God Tri-Town Meeting 

 02/04—Official Visit with 

Grace, Stafford Springs 

Northeast Region Confirmation—St. Marks, Storrs 

By Maggie Breen, NE Region Missionary 

“Confirmation is the rite in which we express a mature commitment to Christ, 

and receive strength from the Holy Spirit through prayer and the laying on of 

hands by a bishop.  It is required of those to be confirmed that they have been 

baptized, are sufficiently instructed in the Christian Faith, are penitent for their 

sins, and are ready to affirm their confession of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.” 

from The Book of Common Prayer, page 860 

 

Save the date— Tuesday, January 23rd—the NE Region Confirmation will be 

hosted at St. Mark’s Chapel in Storrs.  The evening will begin promptly at 6PM 

and refreshments will be served after the service.  If you have people in your 

congregations that are ready to be confirmed, please contact Linda Austin-

Small, parish administrator, at 860-429-2647 NO LATER THAN January 12th.  It’s 

exciting to be confirmed into the Episcopal Church and I hope to see many 

friends there! 
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No One Works Alone! 

At the NE Region Breakout Session 

during convention, I heard a lot of 

amazing stories about how God 

has moved in your lives.  This 

newsletter is designed to bring to 

you both the amazing things hap-

pening in the region and the amaz-

ing, transformative power of God 

in our lives.  I cannot write this 

newsletter alone.  I need your 

help!   

Please—share your stories with 

me.  Stories of how God has met 

you on the road, stories of the 

service work or programs your 

parishes are participating in, and 

stories that would inspire other 

people to embody the love of God 

in their neighborhoods. 

 

Please email me at: mbreen@epsicopalct.org  

OR connect with the Facebook Group here to 

share thoughts and ideas 

By John Horan, St. John’s, Vernon 

St John’s has been supporting the Veterans in our community for a number of years.   The Phelps 
house in Rockville is a mansion named for the original owner that has been converted to housing 
for homeless Veterans.  There are 22 single person apartments that are self-sufficient with kitch-
ens.  This includes 21 client veterans and 1 site caretaker veteran.    Currently, all clients are men 
but they are open to having female Vets in residence. 
 
For a number of years the ECW has provided Stop and Shop gift cards to all Phelps residents and 
this year, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew started a program to provide Walmart gift cards to new 
residents coming into Phelps from a homeless situation.  We reached our fund capacity of 10 
new Vets for 2017 and hope to renew the fund for 2018.  The Brotherhood has also served as a 
focal point for our parish to make household donations to the Vets in Phelps. 
 
In addition to the 21 Veterans in Phelps, Chrysalis, a non-profit, is also managing 25 Veterans in 
scattered housing East of the River (Hartford, East Hartford, Manchester, Vernon). The scattered 
housing clients are mostly single people but there are four Vet families with the number of chil-
dren ranging from 1 to 3.  St John’s is hoping to become more involved with the Vets in scattered 
housing going forward. 
 
Two new ministries have resulted because of our connection with Veterans and Chrysalis. One 
ministry, through Phelps/Chrysalis, is that some families offered to host Thanksgiving dinner for 1 
or 2 Vets.  This is a new ministry to us and to Chrysalis so we expected some “bumps” along the 
way.  The second new ministry is that the ECW and St John’s will be adopting one family for the 
Christmas season by working with the National Guard.   This is different than Phelps/Chrysalis 
connection and it is new to us.  We are hopeful that we will be able to make a connection, and 
get all of the information needed to give a lasting memory of Christmas to a family.  
 
Additionally as new outreaches with National Guard, we hope to be able to support an ELF pro-
gram (Embracing Lonely Families) which collects holiday gifts for National Guard families and also 
to volunteer to support a Christmas breakfast that was held on 12/16 at the Hartford Armory for 
families with members currently deployed. 
 
 If you have any questions, or are curious about working with Veterans, Chrysalis, or the National 
Guard, please contact John Horan at 860-647-8263. 

“In these twelve days of Christmas we have the opportunity to reflect on the 
amazing gift that Jesus was to us and remains still a gift to us.” 

The 12 Days of Christmas: A Love Story 

Community Building: Helping Veterans 

Do you know that song about the birds and the 

trees and pipers and the dancers?  Let’s not 

forget golden rings and milk maids!  I can only 

imagine that the person who receives all those 

gifts during Christmas might deeply understand 

any reservations Noah had about the ark.   

Merry Christmas my friends!  All during Advent I 

have been pondering Christmas as a twelve day 

season, which conflicts with how our culture 

insists that Christmas is one day where we gorge 

ourselves on presents and family time.  Christ-

mas is a beautiful twelve day season beginning 

on Christmas day and ending the day before 

Epiphany—how can I keep it so?  I started think-

ing about how I would rewrite that popular song 

about the twelve days with a Christian frame. 

The Twelve Days of Christmas as a love story 

from God to us.  Here are twelve gifts I think we 

can explore during the Christmas season: the 

baby Jesus, curiosity (bet the shepherds were 

plenty curious!), kindness, remembrance of our 

shared history (Feast of the Holy Innocents), 

charity, steadfastness (God will never, has never 

left us), humility, being named a child of God 

(Feast of the Holy Name), wonder, joy, love, and 

excitement.  If each day of Christmas I pondered 

one of these gifts, by Epiphany I imagine I could 

pinpoint some noticeable change in my spirit.  I 

wonder if I meditated on these gifts each day a 

little bit of them would come out with me into 

the world.   

In these twelve days we have the opportunity to 

reflect on the amazing gift that Jesus was to us, 

remains still a gift to us, and what the tools are 

that we’ve been given to bring about the King-

dom of God. 

May this Christmas season find you blessed and a 

blessing to someone else. 

Maggie Breen 

How to reach me: mbreen@episcopalct.org 

Connect with the Region on Facebook 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/1885205028398580/?source_id=846446918864932
https://www.facebook.com/NortheastRegionECCT/


Ministry Network Thoughts: 

By Maggie Breen, NE Region Missionary 

Ministry Networks are really exciting!  

They are defined as when two or 

more Episcopalians from two or more 

parishes getting together for a com-

mon purpose.  The sky is the limit for 

those common purposes—this is an 

excellent time for us to be creative 

and imaginative.  Below are some 

Ministry Network ideas that people 

in the region have been curious 

about.   

*food & faith 

*LGTBQ ministry 

*youth & young adult 

*eco justice 

*healing & healing through art 

*men’s ministry 

If any of the above have sparked your 

imagination, contact me and I’ll put 

you on the email distribution list.  

Right now we are in the data-

collecting stage of development 

where I am looking for input and 

ideas.  Once a critical mass of folks 

are interested (that could be as few 

as 4 people!), meetings will begin. 

The first meeting will be facilitated by 

me, though without an agenda.  In 

this “loosey-goosey” way, we are 

invitng the Holy Spirit to come into 

our mist and be generative in 

thoughts, ideas, and creativity.  We 

have the chance to brain storm, 

share best practices for people al-

ready participating in these types of 

ministries, ask questions, and begin 

to formulate plans or action ideas. 

Tell me about how you want to be 

involved! 

Powerful Healing Ministry in Putnam 

By Rev. Don Parker, St. Philip’s, Putnam 

The members of St. Philip's are committed to exercising healing ministries - healing 

services, recovery ministries, and Alzheimer support ministries. They are discerning 

how a small congregation would be able to offer such ministries. At a Circle of Disci-

ples Meeting (Vestry) the congregation decided that they could begin by offering a 

regular healing service for Putnam and the area towns. Healing has long been a minis-

try of St. Philip's. 

 

The first such healing service took place on the third Sunday of November at 2:00. The 

entire congregation planned, exercised, and participated in all the details needed to 

do this. It was awesome!   

 

Every detail was carried out by parishioners and all I had to do was lead the worship 

and celebrate the Eucharist. This service consisted of the Rite 2 Eucharistic liturgy 

amplified with oodles of songs of praise and worship! Two healing stations were locat-

ed at the altar and they were in use for a very long time - a third healing station will be 

added at the next healing service. St. Philip's music team (including two visiting musi-

cians) offered wonderful songs of praise and worship throughout the service and all 

throughout the time folks were at the healing stations. 

 

The exciting thing was that people from other congregations and the public participat-

ed in this Spirit-filled time for healing. It was obvious that God the Holy Spirit was pre-

sent in a special way to make the afternoon SO blessed. St. Philip's will offer a healing 

service on the 3rd Sunday of every month at 2:00. All people are invited. 

 

For more information on this healing ministry, please contact Fr. Don at healing12@verizon.net 
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*For more events and event information, click calendar or events for more details or CLICK HERE to add an event yourself to the ECCT 

calendar. 

01/11—ECCT Region Leadership Team Gathering, The Commons 6:30PM-8:30PM 

01/20—All Are Welcome Healing Service at St. Philip’s, Putnam 2PM 

01/23—NE Region Confirmation at St. Mark’s Chapel, Storrs 6PM-8PM 

01/27—NE Region Food & Faith Ministry Network meeting at St. George’s, Bolton 9AM-10:30AM  

01/28—Thrivent Financial presents Financial 101 at St. John’s, Vernon 11:30AM 

02/02—Trinity Institute Day 1 hosted at St. John’s, Vernon 7PM-9:30PM 

02/03—Trinity Institute Day 2 hosted by St. John’s, Vernon 8:30AM-5PM 

02/13—Celebration of New Ministry, Rev. Brian Blayer at St. Mark’s Chapel, Storrs 6PM 

02/25—Thrivent Financial presents Legacy Planning & Tax Efficient Wealth Management, St. John’s, Vernon 11:30AM 

05/12—Save the Date! NE Region Convocation—Christ Church, Pomfret 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Maggie Breen, Northeast Region 
Missionary 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

523 Hartford Turnpike 

Vernon, CT 06066 

 

Phone: 860-214-0085 

E-mail: mbreen@episcopalct.org 

 

 

https://www.episcopalct.org/Events/northeast-region/
https://www.episcopalct.org/t3/northeast-region/
https://www.episcopalct.org/Events/SubmitEvent.aspx

