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Where is Maggie? 

 10/07—Storrs 

 10/21—Windham  

 10/28—Storrs 

 11/15-11/24—Maggie on 

vacation 

 

Using The Tools We Have 

By Maggie Breen, NE Region Missionary & Photo by rawpixel on Unsplash  

Welcome to the new program year with ECCT and the NE Region!  The Fall brings many 

opportunities to visit sister parishes, make new friends, and try-on new things.  Did you 

know that the ECCT website is full of information that you might utilize to see what is 

happening around?  You can CLICK HERE to see the main calendar of ECCT, where there is 

a bar on the left of that page where you can specify what type of calendar you’d like to 

be viewing.  You can CLICK HERE to get all the deets on what is happening in the NE Re-

gion and THIS PAGE will lead you on an adventure of exploration around Ministry Net-

works.  If there is an event happening in your parish, please CLICK HERE and have it add-

ed to the calendar of events—be sure to indicate that it’s a NE Region event, which will 

make sure that the event is listed on both the main calendar and the NE Region one.  Of 

course, you can find all the back issues of this newsletter HERE.  CLICK HERE for a list of 

all of the parishes in the NE Region, and each parish name is a link which will take you to 

their website.  I hope that you will consider checking out these resources, familiarizing 

yourself with ECCT’s website and the NE Region site, and get to know the other parishes 

in the region—both where they are located and what is happening there.  Go and ex-

plore!  The NE is pretty to drive through—you won’t be disappointed! 
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Keep reading for more exciting 
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Region Leadership Corner! 

Your NE Region Leadership Team 

has been hard at work cooking up 

amazing gift baskets for the Trivia 

Night at Convention this year, 

planning a retreat for ourselves in 

the early part of 2019, and thinking 

hard about ways to involve congre-

gations into more of what happens 

in the Region.  To that end, pretty 

soon you might see a new, un-

familiar face, in your pews on a 

given Sunday.  Soon someone from 

the leadership team will come and 

visit each parish in the NE to talk 

about their role in the Leadership 

Team and how we need your help 

to make sure the word gets out 

that things are happening!   

In the meantime, if anything is 

happening in your parish that you 

want to Region to know about—

email me at 

mbreen@epsicopalct.org and I’ll 

get the word out. 

A Challenge: Use this space to be creative—draw a picture, write a poem, whatever!  Describe the 

love of God in whatever way you feel called to do! 

 

“...this seems like a great time to remind ourselves that we are more than our sin-
gle parishes.  I encourage you to find out what’s happening in parishes nearby.” 

Fall Challenge: Experience Something New 

Space of Infinite Possibility 

As I write this letter to you today, it’s the sec-

ond day of Fall and there is a beautiful crisp-

ness in the air.  My best friend would say the 

air is “refreshing” and I think she’s right.  It’s a 

beautiful Sunday morning, the leaves are 

starting to turn, and I have a sudden desire for 

baking and making soups. 

The Fall brings to my mind new routines—the 

start of school, the program year for the 

church, and turning my eyes towards pursuits 

that keep me more indoors than outdoors 

(apple picking not included).   

With the program year off and running, this 

seems like a great time to remind ourselves 

that we are more than our single parishes. I 

encourage you to find out what’s happening in 

parishes nearby—there are tons of harvest 

festivals, blessings of the animals, and other 

events you can go to.  Give yourself permission 

to make a few new friends at a new parish and 

have a new church experience.   

Check out the calendar of events on the last 

page to see a sampling of what is to offer 

around the Region.  Don’t see your event 

listed?  Be sure to tell me that it is happening, 

or use THIS LINK to add the event to the ECCT 

NE Region calendar. 

And, if you live or work in a neighboring Re-

gion, I encourage you to check out what is 

happening in those places and go and see!  

When you do experience a new thing, be sure 

to tell me about it!  I love hearing your stories. 

Maggie Breen 

How to reach me: mbreen@episcopalct.org 

Connect with the Region on Facebook 
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Keeping Our Balance 

By Rev. Ron Kolanowski, St. Peter’s, 

Hebron 

Balance Therapeutic 
Sessions on Fridays at 
St. Peter's Church, 
Hebron 

 
We are pleased to announce a 
new program on Friday morn-
ings at St. Peter’s, 30 Church 
Street, Hebron, CT.  As many of 
us continue to age it becomes 
apparent that we may begin to 
have balance issues in our 
walking or standing.  I myself 
have to be very intentional in 
and around our altar area so I 
don’t fall.  There are therapies 
that can help us with regaining 
better balance to mitigate 
falling.   
 
To that end, our parishioner 
Tom Atwood who is a physical 
therapist and owner of Better 
Balance Physical Therapy, LLC 
will be conducting classes for 
anyone in our NE Region on 
Friday mornings from 9-
9:45am in Phelps Hall.  Thanks 
to a generous grant from an 
anonymous donor we will be 
able to host these classes free 
of charge until the end of the 
year.  
 
If you know of anyone who 
could benefit from this therapy 
please encourage them to 
attend.  Maintaining balance is 
essential in order to avoid fall-
ing.  And, this becomes more 
important as we age.   I en-
courage you to please help 
spread the word throughout 
our parish communities and 
check us out on Friday morn-
ings.  If you have questions feel 
free to contact me at 860-280-
8526.  

Episcopal School History in Pomfret 

By Rev. David Carter, Christ Church, Pomfret  &Photo by Stefan Cosma on Unsplash  
 
 
If you hop in 

your car at the Mas-
sachusetts border on 
Route 169 in Wood-
stock (in the far 
northeast corner of 
the state) and head 
south you first pass 
Woodstock Acade-
my, then both the 
Elementary and Mid-
dle Schools of Wood-
stock, then the South 
Campus of the Acad-
emy, then the Recto-
ry School in Pomfret, 
a little later, Pomfret 
Prep School, Pomfret Community School and finally the Learning Skills Acade-
my. One of the retired clergy in the Pomfret area used to describe this as 
“education row”. Perhaps it’s no wonder that the Episcopal Church in the 
area, Christ Church, would end up participating in one way or another in edu-
cation. Church members have been faculty at all of these schools.  

Past Rectors have been involved in establishing schools, at Christ 
Church itself in the mid-19th century (attended by James M. Whistler!), which 
has since closed. One helped in the founding of Pomfret Prep in the late 19th 
century. More importantly, the Rev. Frank H. Bigelow established the Rectory 
School, now directly across the street from the church.  Almost 100 years ago 
in 1927 he resigned his post to continue as Headmaster of the school he had 
started in his family residence, the “Rectory”. While in recent years two Rec-
tors have served as Chaplain at Pomfret Prep and our older youth group cur-
rently works with the Prep and other agencies to provide weekend take-
home food for lower income Pomfret families, it is with the Rectory School 
that the church has had the longest continuous relationship.  

Currently the diverse boarding student body of Rectory, which can 
number approximately 140, attend a 9:15 a.m. service at the church on 3 Sun-
days a month. The current Chaplain, True Bryant and the Rector, Dave Carter, 
share presiding at these ecumenically Christian prayer services. The church 
contemporary music band leads the music (two of the band members are 
faculty). Additionally, the school also holds two weekday chapel services each 
month that are more broadly based religiously (half the school at each ser-
vice). We also provide a religious home for faculty and their families who wish 
to participate in Christ Church programs. The church benefits by using the 
Tang Center (performance space) at the school for it’s Christmas Pageant 
which, interestingly enough, is tied into Rectory’s water supply as the aquifer 
and pump station run behind the church. The school also makes a generous 
yearly donation. The relationship is cordial in other ways as parking is often 
shared back and forth across the street, members of the church attend Recto-
ry events, members serve on the Board, and Rectory students often do their 
Martin Luther King Day service work on our grounds.  

Perhaps there is another 100 years in the making, exploring this 
unique shared education mission.  
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*For more events and event information, click calendar or events for more details or CLICK HERE to add an event yourself to the ECCT 

calendar. 

10/02—NE Region ECCT Budget Review Pre-Convention Meeting—St. James, Glastonbury—click HERE to register 

10/02—A Night Of Remembrance—Church of the Good Shepherd, Shelton—click HERE for more information 

10/06—Blessing of the Animals! St. Peter’s, South Windsor OR Blessing of the Animals and Pet Adoption (11AM-3PM), St. James’, 

Glastonbury 

10/06—Tag Sale—Holy Trinity, Enfield, 8AM-2PM (rain date: 10/13) & AppleFest—Grace, Stafford Springs, 9AM-3PM 

10/06 & 10/07—Harvest Festival—St. Peter’s, Hebron 

10/07—Blessing of the Animals—St. Mark’s, Storrs, 4PM; St. Peter’s, Hebron, 2PM; All Saints, East Hartford, 11:30AM; St. John’s, 

Vernon, 10AM 

10/10—Brotherhood of St. Andrew meeting—St. John’s, Vernon, 7:30PM 

10/12—Organ Concert with Friends—St. Mark’s, Storrs, 7PM—reception to follow 

10/13—RAIN DATE for Blessing of the Animals and Pet Adoption—St. James’, Glastonbury, 11AM-3PM 

10/14—The Jolly Beggars are playing at St. John’s, Vernon—4PM CLICK HERE for more information 

10/26 & 10/27—CT Annual Convention in Mystic.  Convention registration can be found HERE and Trivia Night! Registration can be 

found HERE.  Hotel registration is separate. 

11/03—NE Region Celtic Worship—St. Paul’s, Windham Center, 4PM 

11/08—Faithful Futures: Ministry Networks—The Commons, 6PM 

11/11—Party For The Planet (Inter-Religious Eco-Justice Network) - St. John’s, Vernon, 5:30PM 

 

Maggie Breen, Northeast Region 
Missionary 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

523 Hartford Turnpike 

Vernon, CT 06066 

 

Phone: 860-214-0085 

E-mail: mbreen@episcopalct.org 
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