
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church Reopening Plan

While the re-opened St. Mary's will be different from what we all are used to, the
good news is that once again we will be using our space to gather as a community
and hear God's word. The Reopening Task Force used current health and safety
guidelines from the CDC, the State of Connecticut, and the Episcopal Church in
Connecticut to arrive at the recommendations that follow.

● We recommend that if Manchester is in the red zone, worship is livestream only.
● We recommend that if Manchester is in the orange/yellow/gray zone, worship is

outside and live streamed. If the weather does not allow for outdoor worship,
worship is livestre    am only.

● At this time, we recommend that the possibility of indoor worship be
reassessed periodically throughout the summer and into the fall as COVID-19
numbers fluctuate. While we do not recommend indoor worship now,
guidelines for outdoor and indoor worship are both outlined below! General
guidelines for worship that apply to both outdoor and indoor worship are listed
first.

General Worship Information:
- 1 Service | Time: 9AM (This allows the tech team 30 - 45 MIN to set up!)
- Parishioners must register ahead of time. This is both to facilitate contact

tracing should that become necessary, and to not exceed maximum
capacity. (We don't want to have to turn anyone away.)

- We recommend using Sign-Up Genius (or any convenient sign up site) and
include the following information in the sign-up. Parishioners also have the
option to call the office to sign-up!

- Please read the following questions.
- Have you experienced any symptoms of COVID-19 in the past 48

hours or are you waiting for a COVID-19 test result?
- Have you been in close contact with anyone who has COVID-19

in the last 14 days?
- Have you traveled in the past 10 days?

- If you answered YES to any of these questions, please join us through
our live stream until you can answer NO to all questions!

- If you answered NO to all questions, we look forward to seeing you for
in-person worship! Please be sure to wear your mask and maintain
social distancing!

- Parishioners can also be asked if they need any special
accommodations while attending church.
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- Masks worn when inside or not maintaining social distancing (adjusting to
the 2 of 3 rule from ECCT allows us not to need vaccination verification as we
deem that a personal choice) See the 2 of 3  image below as all present will
abide by this safety protocol both inside and outside.

- The service will not include singing or our usual practices during the peace.
We won’t have coffee hour. We won’t use prayer books and hymnals; instead
we will have a bulletin that includes everything you will need to follow along
with the service.

- Communion will be distributed during the service utilizing the individual
sealed communion cups that have been used this Spring

Outside Worship Guidelines:
- Bring your own chair. (This will help with set-up and cleaning.)
- Chairs are to be spaced at least 6 feet apart unless people who share the

same household will occupy them
- Speaker system and recording equipment will be set up.
- The handicap bathroom in the hallway leading to the Guild Room will be

available for use.
- Amount of People: 60 Parishioners (Slight Overflow)
- 2 Ushers (At Minimum) (Wearing USHER Name Tags)

- One to keep track of who is in attendance.
- One to guide parishioners to a spot to sit.

- At the end of the service, the church will be open for PRAYER ONLY. Should
you desire to make use of this, an usher will seat you. All inside worship
guidelines must be followed. (This gives parishioners a chance to practice
those guidelines while enjoying the beauty and peace of our church.)

Inside Worship Guidelines:
- Two pews at a time must remain empty. Available pews will be marked with

green dots, while unavailable pews will be blocked with red tape.
- Ushers guide perishoners to seats and seat from the front of the church to

the back.
- The bathroom in the back of the sanctuary will be available for use.
- Amount of People: 48 Parishioners (Slight Overflow) - This does not include

ushers/people on the altar/tech crew!
- 4 Ushers (At Minimum) (Wearing USHER Name Tags)

- One outside to guide parishioners to the main entrance (Park Street).
- One inside to guide parishioners to appropriate seats. (Preferably 2)
- One to keep track of who is in attendance.
- One at the handicap door.
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- In/Out through the center aisle! (Due to the need for social distancing -
ushers will guide parishioners to their seats at the beginning of the service
and will help parishioners exit at the end of the service.

- There will be a few chairs available for an overflow area.
- Church windows will be opened and remain open through the service.

Online Worship:
- Service will be live-streamed every Sunday.
- Live-streaming will occur even if Manchester is in the red zone and we can't

worship in person, or even if weather does not allow for outside worship.

General Safety Precautions/Supplies:
- Signs must be in place. (Masks, Social Distancing, Enter/Exit)
- Sanitizing stations must be placed.

- 2 at Front Entrance
- 1 at Handicap Door (Portable)
- 1 Mounted on the Rear Door

- Main entrance (Park Street) for entrance and exit. + Handicap Entrance/Exit
- Cleaning Supplies (We recommend a donation drive for these items.)

- Disposable Protective Face Mask
- Disposable Protective Gloves (Cleaning Personnel Only)
- Disposable Disinfecting Wipes (Clorox/Lysol Wipes)
- Paper Towel Rolls
- White Vinegar
- Swiffer Wet Cloths
- Plastic Trash Bags
- Georgia Pacific enMotion Foam Hand Sanitizer (SKU) 42336 (Used in

our enMotion Automatic Hand Dispenser)
- Checklists will provide a record of what's been cleaned, when, and using

what supplies.

Outside Groups:
- Any group that is inquiring about using our space should be required to

submit a detailed proposal for building use (like the Boy Scouts) and vestry
can review on a case by case basis.

Collaboration / Other Services:
- Willing to collaborate as long as following all guidelines!
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